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Wetland losses from the mid-1970’s to the mid-
1980's were more evenly-dlsui)uted'bemeenagxi-
cultural land use and “other” land use (than from
the 1950's to the mid-1570's). Conversions to agrl-
cultural land uses accounted for 54.0 percent of
the Josses while conversions 10 “other™land uses
accounted for 41.0 percent of the losses. This isan
appreciable change from trends observed In the

 eacller study in which agricultural conversion rep-

resented 87.0 percent of all wetland losses. A sub-
stantial portion of the increased imporiance of
lands dassified as “other” is attributable to wet-
lands that had been cleared and drained, but not
vet put to an identifiable use. Conversions of wet-
tands to urban land uses acoounted for about 5.0
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percent of the wetlands loss. Overall, wetland
acreage in the mid-1980's constituted 5.0 percent
of the land area of the conterminous United
States.

since the mid-1980's, indications are that wet-
land losses are slowing. From 1987 to 1990, pro-
grams to restore wetlands under the 1985 Food
Security Act have added about 90.0 thousand acres
to the Nation's wetlands inventory (U.S. Fish and
wildlife Secvice 1991). Other programs to protect
wetlands, like the Swampbuster provision of the
Rood Security Act, have generated support for con-
serving wetlands. In addition, public education and.
extension efforts have helped helghten our
Nation's awareness of the values of wetlands.

FIGURE 1. States that lost more than 50 percent of their wetlands between the
1780s and mid-1980's (Listed states shaded) (after Dahl 1990): :
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