
 

Hydro Sierra Energy LLC 
P.O. Box 6978 

Redwood City, CA, 94063 

 
Dear State Water Resources Control Board: 
 
I work for an independent power producer named Hydro Sierra Energy, which owns a small 
hydroelectric power plant in Yuba County, CA and holds a non-consumptive water right to divert 30 
cubic feet per second above a minimum in-stream flow.  
 
Our primary comment on the draft regulations is on the equal treatment of consumptive and non-
consumptive uses for direct diversion permit holders. In previous regulations, such as the curtailment 
guidelines we received in May 2015 (see Exhibit 1 and separate attachment), there was an exception for 
hydroelectric generation by direct diversion where all water was returned to the same stream system. 
 
Exhibit 1 

 
 
The emergency regulations under SB 88 should take a similar approach, providing an exception for direct 
diversion permit holders who divert water for hydroelectric generation and return it to the same stream 
system. Requiring these users to abide by the same reporting standards as consumptive use holders is 
de facto unreasonably expensive and burdensome, since those reports would not advance the state of 
California's understanding of real-time water consumption patterns. 
 
A separate category should be included in the emergency regulations for permit holders who divert 
water for hydroelectric generation and return it to the same stream system. These holders, such as 
Hydro Sierra, already report annually on their diversions using widely accepted methods. Language 
should be included in the regulations allowing these users (identified and certified by the appropriate 
body), to continue with the current reporting practices they have been using for years. 
 
Again, requiring non-consumptive permit holders to report at the same standards as consumptive would 
be unreasonably expensive for no additional benefit to the goal of the regulations. I would be happy to 
provide further input on specific provisions. 
 
Best regards, 
Andy 

(12/17/15) Public Workshop
Emergency Reg for Measuring & Reporting Diversions

Deadline: 12/17/15  by 12:00 noon
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