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Item 3: Mono Lake Current Conditions
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Robb Hirsch

Geoff McQuilkin, Executive Director
Mono Lake Committee, monolake.org
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Bartshe Miller

Landbridge expansion due to falling lake level, September 2022.
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Robert Di Paolo

Negit Island and edge of the landbridge, January 2023.
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Geoffrey McQuilkin

Temporary electric California Gull protection fence, April 2017.
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Lloyd Baggs
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1962 1995

LADWP water diversions caused Mono Lake to decline rapidly.
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“This decision ... amends Los 
Angelesʼs water right licenses to 
include specified water 
diversion criteria which are 
intended to gradually restore 
the average water elevation of 
Mono Lake to approximately 
6,392 feet above mean sea level 
in order to protect public trust 
resources at Mono Lake.”

—State Water Resources Control Board 
Decision 1631, p195

emphasis added

Geoffrey McQuilkin
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Mono Lake Surface Elevation
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rise to 6392 ... in about 20 years ... with limited LADWP diversions.

The State Water Board expected that Mono Lake would ...
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only risen 25% ... after 29 years ... and LADWP has received all the 
water the Board expected … 

and more.

Instead, as of today, Mono Lake has ...
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Bartshe Miller
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“Based on the evidence in the 
record, the SWRCB concludes that a 
lake level of 6,384 feet would 
protect the gulls from coyote access 
to Negit Island and nearby islets, 
and would maintain a buffer for 
continued protection during periods 
of extended drought. A water level 
of 6,390 would completely inundate 
the landbridge between Negit Island 
and the shore, and would provide 
additional deterrence to potential 
terrestrial predators.”​

—State Water Resources Control Board, 
Decision 1631, p106

emphasis addedForrest English
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Marie Read

1. Hold the hearing required by
D-1631 to change the diversion 
rules—this year.

2. Implement stream diversion 
reductions before April 1, 2024.

Next Steps
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Los Angeles Annual Water Supply
2016–2020 Average

Source: LADWP 2021 Water Strong Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year-End 2016–2020 Average, 497,386 acre-feet. 

Mono Basin stream diversions, 2022 

LADWP annual water supply
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Kurt HarriganSoly Moses
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Peter Essick
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