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Landbridge expansion due to falling lake level, September 2022.
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Negit Island and edge of the landbridge, January 2023.
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LADWP water diversions caused Mono Lake to decline rapidly.




Geoffrey McQuilkin

“This decision ... amends Los
Angeles’s water right licenses to
include specified water
diversion criteria which are
intended to gradually restore
the average water elevation of
Mono Lake to approximately
6,392 feet above mean sea level
in order to protect public trust
resources at Mono Lake.”

—State Water Resources Control Board
Decision 1631, p195

emphasis added
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Mono Lake Elevation (feet above sea level)

Mono Lake Surface Elevation
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1994 State Water Board
6388 mandates lake rise to
6384

healthy level
6380

6376 Lowest lake level: 6372’
45 vertical feet and half

6372 of lake volume lost ——————» <——— Extremely low lake levels imperil
California Gull nesting colony
6368

LADWP Diversions begin, 1941
lake level: 6417’

0
0
o, ®
. o .
. . . .
.........
o

Estimated Mono Lake level without LADWP diversions

February 1, 2023 lake level: 6379.3’

State Water Board-mandated 12.7" short of mandated level

healthy lake level: 6392’
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The State Water Board expected that Mono Lake would ...

rise to 6392 ... in about 20 years ... with limited LADWP diversions.
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Instead, as of today, Mono Lake has ...

only risen 25% ... after 29 years ...

and LADWP has received all the
water the Board expected ...
and more.
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Mono Lake level: 6,380.8 ft
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Mono Lake level: 6,378.3 ft

Coyotes accessed Java Islet during the year that this satellite
image was taken (2016). The lake level depicted here is nearly
identical to the current lake level recorded on December 1, 2022,
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Point Blue California Gull Project

1983—2022 — 40 Year Study
Annual Monitoring of nesting population number & productivity

Ground Based 1983-2019, Remotely Sensed 2018-2022
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California Gull Population

World breeding population estimated at ~400,000 birds
Mono Lake
45,000 in mid 1990's
28,000 in 2021
Great Salt Lake population ~100,000
South S.F. Bay population — 200 in 1980, ~50,000 in 2020

.) Point Blue
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Average loss of 285 nests per year

Mono Lake California Gull Population in Decline
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Terrestrial Predators are a Threat

“Nestingislands secure from predators and human disturbance
are nesting gulls’ greatest need” — Shuford & Ryan 2000.

# Negit supported majority of gull nests until 1979
» Land bridge connected Negit to mainlandin late 1970’s

» Coyotes raided colony multiple years in late 1970’s until it was abandoned

» Colony moved to Negit Islets (primarily Twain in early 1980’s)

.) Point Blue



Recent Evidence of Coyote Impacts to Gulls

» 2016 confirmed coyote presence on Negit & Java, suspected presence on Twain
» Lake level was 6378.2 in June 2016

» Java — 439 nests in 2015, 60 nests in 2016, 0 from 2017-2022

» Accessed Negit by wading/short swim, swam at least 200 yards to Java

» Once they figure it out incentive to come back is great

» Once Negit islets are accessible there is no where leftto go

Nov 4, 2022
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Mono Lake level: 6,378.5 ft




Great Salt Lake Population Imperiled

» Largest Breeding Population ~100,000 birds in late 1980’s
» 25% of world breeding population
» No recent survey

» Climate-change, drought, water diversion threaten ecosystem collapse

O Destington Post
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Greal Salt Lake on track to disappear in
five years, scienlists warn
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South S.F. Bay Population

50,000 breeding birds

Population exploded after Negit Island colony abandonment in 1980
Using artificial salt pond habitat/land fills

Threat to Forster’'s Tern, American Avocet, Western Snowy Plover

Salt pond habitat is being converted to tidal marsh — gulls being displaced

South Bay Salt Pond
Restoration Project

Formaer salt pondt
Aative Cargill salt pond
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If Not Mono Lake, then Where?

“In addition to its increasing numbers, the California Gull was not included on the current

list because the main threat to the breeding population was reduced by a state water
board order that will maintain lake levels at Mono Lake that will protect the state’s
largest colony from ground predators (Shuford and Ryan 2000, Strong et al. 2004).”
Shuford & Gardali eds. 2008. California Bird Species of Special Concern

.) Point Blue



Forrest English

“Based on the evidence in the
record, the SWRCB concludes that a
lake level of 6,384 feet would
protect the gulls from coyote access
to Negit Island and nearby islets,
and would maintain a buffer for
continued protection during periods
of extended drought. A water level
of 6,390 would completely inundate
the landbridge between Negit Island
and the shore, and would provide
additional deterrence to potential
terrestrial predators.”

—State Water Resources Control Board,
Decision 1631, p106

emphasis added
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Next Steps

1. Hold the hearing required by
D-1631 to change the diversion
rules—this year.

2. Implement stream diversion
reductions before April 1, 2024.
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Los Angeles Annual Water Supply
2016—2020 Average

LADWP annual water supply

\ Mono Basin stream diversions, 2022

Source: LADWP 2021 Water Strong Fact Sheet, Fiscal Year-End 2016—-2020 Average, 497,386 acre-feet.
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Kurt Harrigan
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