
California Water BoardsFebruary 15, 2023

Public Workshop on the Mono Lake 
Drought Response Considerations
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California Water Boards

Item 5: Public Comments and Questions

Comments and Questions will be limited to 2 minutes per speaker

If joining via Zoom, please raise your hand

If joining via phone call, press
*9 to raise your hand and *6 to unmute
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Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 

Current Conditions - Mono Lake Air Quality

12:51 PM 5:19 PM Mono Shore East Camera

Mono Shore PM10 Emissions 
October 22, 2022

• Air quality issues remain unresolved
• PM10 emissions from exposed lakebed continue to exceed air quality standards
• Temporary relief currently provided by snow, but not all winters have snow cover

State Water Resources Control Board Mono Lake Public Workshop
February 15, 2023
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Federal PM10 Standard = 150 µg/m³/day

Data excludes wildfire smoke events

Mono PM10 Emissions Continue to Greatly Violate Air Quality Standards 
in Frequency and Magnitude  

Mono Shore PM10 Federal Exceedances 2000-2022
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332 Days of PM10 Federal Exceedances from 2000-2022

Federal PM10 Standard = 150 µg/m³/dayExcludes PM10 Exceedances due to Wildfire Smoke Events 
Exceedances are listed by Date and Concentration in µg/m³/day
Color Scale is informational to display the range of magnitude
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Mono Lake Public Workshop

Comments and Questions will be limited to 2 minutes per speaker

If joining via Zoom, please raise your hand
If joining via phone call, press *9 to raise/lower your hand and *6 to unmute
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Eared Grebes & 
Mono Lake 

Joseph R. Jehl, Jr., Division of Birds
National Museum of Natural 
History, Smithsonian Institution 

7



Photo credit: Ray Spencer
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Eared Grebe Abundance Mono Lake: 2013-2019
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Locations of Eared Grebes

Recovered in 2014 & 2015 
from Bodega Bay to San 
Diego
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Artemia Density at Mono Lake 
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Eared Grebe Abundance Mono Lake: 2013-2019
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Page 24

In years when lake levels rise, lake 
productivity lowers, and though nesting 
islets are free of predators, there is 
insufficient resources to support large 
numbers of nests and produce large 
number of young. Increasing lake levels, 
preferably incrementally, to an elevation 
where they would stay sufficiently high to 
thwart predator access, even following 
several years of drought, would be 
prudent to ensuring the long-term viability 
of this population in a future where more 
extreme swings in annual climate variation 
are predicted (Swain et al. 2018).
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Mono Lake Public Workshop

Comments and Questions will be limited to 2 minutes per speaker

If joining via Zoom, please raise your hand
If joining via phone call, press *9 to raise/lower your hand and *6 to unmute
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Scott Stine, Four Truisms for CSWRCB, 2/15/23

Four Self-Evident Truths about Mono Lake's Future Fluctuations
of the Transition Period

--The less water DWP exports, the greater will be the lake rises during future wet periods;

--The less water DWP exports, the smaller will be the lake drops during future dry periods; 

--The less water DWP exports, the higher the lake (and thus, all other things being equal, the 
higher the environmental quality) will be at any future moment during the ongoing 
transition period; and ultimately,

--The less water DWP exports, the sooner the lake surface, once climate allows, will reach 
the elevation that the Water Board deemed necessary to "protect the public trust resources at 
Mono Lake and in the Mono Basin." 
("... to protect public trust resources at Mono Lake and in the Mono Basin" is from the subtitle of D-1631.)

15



California Water Boards

16

Mono Lake Public Workshop

Comments and Questions will be limited to 2 minutes per speaker

If joining via Zoom, please raise your hand
If joining via phone call, press *9 to raise/lower your hand and *6 to unmute
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California Water Boards

State Water Board Informational Resources

Board staff will accept written comments on this workshop 
until March 17, 2023 at 4:00 pm

Please email comments and questions to
MonoLake@waterboards.ca.gov

For further information and to subscribe to the
Mono Lake Information Email List visit

waterboards.ca.gov/monolake
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