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Overview 

Dr. Matthew E. Reiter is the Waterfowl Director for the Mono Basin Waterfowl Habitat Restoration 
Program and Research Director for the Pacific Coast and Central Valley Group at Point Blue Conservation 
Science. He holds an M.S. and Ph.D. in Wildlife Conservation from the University of Minnesota, including 
a minor in Statistics. Dr. Reiter has over 25 years of expertise with applied wildlife and ecosystem 
research and monitoring and has extensive experience in waterfowl ecology, wetland management, and 
conservation biology. During his graduate research he worked closely with the Mississippi Flyway 
Council to monitor Canada Goose populations in the Canadian Arctic to guide harvest management 
decisions. His recent work in the Central Valley of California has supported the development of optimal 
strategies for allocating water for migratory waterbird habitat.  

Relevant Expertise and Experience 

Waterfowl Ecology and Population Management 

● Assessment of drivers of Mono Lake breeding and non-breeding waterfowl populations using 
data collected 2002 – 2023 

● Conducted M.S. and Ph.D. research on Canada Goose reproductive performance and inter-
specific effects of increasing snow goose populations 

● Developed models to understand range-wide factors influencing nesting goose distribution 
using 20-year aerial survey datasets 

● Evaluation of the impacts of extreme drought on waterfowl carry capacity in the Central Valley 
using bioenergetics models 

● Leveraged large data sets to develop distribution models for waterfowl in the Central Valley of 
California that are guiding where to prioritize wetland restoration 

● Experience with waterfowl banding, reproduction assessments, and population modeling 
● Extensive knowledge of waterfowl in California's Central Valley and Pacific Flyway 

Survey Design and Data Analysis 

● Quantitative assessment of the long-term (2002 – 2023) waterfowl monitoring program at 
Mono Lake (summer breeding surveys and fall migration surveys) to assess the overall 
effectiveness of the program and options for optimizing the survey design. 

● Demonstrated strong ability to design and implement wildlife surveys, including aerial surveys 
and Flyway scale monitoring programs (e.g., Migratory Shorebird Project - 
www.migratoryshorebirdproject.org; Intermountain West Shorebird Survey - 

http://www.migratoryshorebirdproject.org/


https://www.imwss.org/)  
● Advanced quantitative skills including mixed-effects modeling, Bayesian analysis, species 

distribution modeling, and remote sensing classification 
● Experience analyzing spatio-temporal data using hierarchical mixed-models 
● Developed informatics frameworks for data capture and visualizations through online 

applications 

Habitat Management and Restoration 

● Led development of wetland habitat restoration strategies on private lands in California 
● Created bioenergetics models to set habitat restoration targets for California's Central Valley 

and the Klamath Basin 
● Expertise in evaluating agricultural crop and wetland management influences on migrating 

waterbirds 
● Experience guiding the allocation of over $5 million for habitat management projects 

Leadership and Collaboration 

● Currently supervises post-MS and post-PhD project leaders, post-docs, and large project teams 
● Chairs international committees including Program for Regional and International Shorebird 

Monitoring 
● Serves on the Central Valley Joint Venture board as well as on the waterfowl technical 

committee and shorebird and waterbird technical committee 
● Works closely with National Wildlife Refuge and State Wildlife Area biologists and managers 

across multiple states 
● Collaborates with state and federal agencies including California DFW, Department of Water 

Resources, USFWS, and USFS 

Project Management 

● Leads complex grant proposal preparation and has raised >$15 million to support projects 
● Manages budgets and negotiates with funders on scopes of work, timelines, and deliverables 
● Plans and oversees research and monitoring projects with multiple research teams 
● Experience generating annual plans, budgets, and reports for diverse stakeholders 

Communication Skills 

● Published 35+ peer-reviewed scientific papers and numerous technical reports 
● Regularly presents at professional meetings and scientific conferences 
● Leads workshops with managers and decision-makers to integrate research findings 
● Experience with public outreach and stakeholder engagement 
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