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Dr. Sean Boyd is a Research Scientist Emeritus with the Wildlife Research Division of 
the Science and Technology Branch at Environment and Climate Change Canada and 
an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Biology at Simon Fraser University. He 
began his professional career in 1980 as a habitat biologist with the Canadian Wildlife 
Service and later joined Environment Canada’s Science and Technology Branch as a 
Research Scientist in 1997. In 1998, he was appointed Adjunct Professor at Simon 
Fraser University, where he continues to mentor graduate students and serve on 
academic advisory committees.  
 
Although he retired from federal service in 2022, Dr. Boyd remains actively engaged in 
migratory bird research and conservation initiatives. 
 
Over a distinguished career spanning more than 40 years, Dr. Boyd has conducted 
pioneering research on the ecology, demographics, and migration behavior of a wide 
range of migratory bird species. His work has focused on Snow Geese, Brant, Harlequin 
Ducks, Barrow’s Goldeneye, scoters, Eared Grebes, and Cassin’s Auklets, as well as 
the ecology and conservation of tidal marsh habitats within the Fraser River estuary. His 
research has provided important insights into population dynamics, habitat use, 
migratory connectivity, and the factors influencing the conservation of migratory birds 
throughout the Pacific Flyway and Arctic regions. 
 
A hallmark of Dr. Boyd’s career has been his commitment to long-term ecological 
research. Many of his studies have incorporated advanced tracking technologies, 
including VHF and satellite telemetry, to better understand migration ecology, seasonal 
movements, and habitat connectivity across vast geographic scales. His work has 
informed wildlife management, conservation planning, and international efforts to 
protect migratory bird populations and the habitats upon which they depend. 
 
Dr. Boyd earned his Ph.D. studying the population ecology of Wrangel Island Snow 
Geese, laying the foundation for a career dedicated to understanding and conserving 
migratory bird populations through rigorous science and collaborative research. 
 


