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Parker Thaler January 3, 2018
Senior Environmental Scientist — Specialist

Water Quality Certification Program

Division of Water Rights

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)

1001 | Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Mr. Thaler:

This letter serves as a transmittal to accompany the requested portions of the Klamath River Renewal
Corporation’s Administrative Draft of the Definite Plan for Decommissioning (Definite Plan) for the
SWRCB’s use in the CEQA and California 401 Water Quality Certification processes.

The Technical Support Document submitted to SWRCB on September 29, 2017 is currently in the process
of being refined and updated, as appropriate, in preparation to submit the project Definite Plan to the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The Definite Plan submittal was previously planned for
December 31, 2017; however, that submittal has been delayed as indicated in the KRRC's recent filing to
FERC. In an effort to keep the CEQA and 401 processes on schedule, and as requested by the SWRCB, this
submittal is based on an Administrative Draft version of the Definite Plan and includes a summary of
changes since the CEQA Technical Support Document, copies of any new or significantly revised
document sections, and a summary of information still under development that will be available at a
later date.

As attachments to this transmittal, we are including copies of Sections 3, 4, 7.2, 8.1 and 8.11, and
Appendices |, L, and P from the Administrative Draft Definite Plan, as further summarized in Table 1.
Table 2 contains a list of information currently under development that will be submitted to the SWRCB
on or before March 1, 2018.



Table 1 New Technical Information Provided in Attachment

Definite Plan . .
Section No. Section Title Summary
Includes an overview of relevant FERC compliance
3 Regulatory Overview and dam safety pr.ocesses, yvater quality pe.rm|ts,

endangered species compliance and aquatic
resource permits.

4.4 Drawdown Timing Provides a summary of drawdown timing.

455 Downstream of Iron Gate Includes additional detail concerning river flows in

e (Drawdown Releases) the downstream reach during drawdown.
Includes an overview of potential downstream
Potential for Effects effects related to aggradation, pool depths, lateral
4.8 . . . X .
Downstream of the Project migration, water quality, flooding and slope

instability.
Includes new information related to fish population

7.2 Aquatic Resources status, fish diseases, total maximum daily load
programs, and passage at Keno Dam.

8.1 Supplemental Information Includes a summary of Reclamation’s Supplemental

' Report Overview Information Report.
811 Iron Gate Hatchery Includes a revised plan for hatchery improvements

and operation.

Appendix | Aquatic Resource Measures

Slightly revised per ongoing coordination with
fisheries agencies and stakeholders, and new
information related to suspended sediment
concentration effects on outmigrating juvenile
salmonids.

Appendix L  Cultural Resource Plan

Includes overview of recent work pertaining to
cultural resources, in addition to an update on
related regulatory processes.

Appendix P Risk Management Plan

Includes the draft risk management plan for the
project, including a detailed risk register.
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Table 2 Additional Items to be Provided by March 1, 2018

Name Notes

Updated information on number of structures and
specifics on preliminary design.

Updated Project Construction Schedules Based on updated project costs

Updated Flood Mitigation H-2

Updated Powerlines and Equipment

Demolition Based on new information provided by PacifiCorp

Please let us know if you have any question or concerns pertaining to the information provided in this
submittal. The KRRC looks forward to continuing to work together to move the Project forward toward
implementation.

Sincerely,

WMM

Mark Bransom
Executive Director
Klamath River Renewal Corporation
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Klamath River Renewal Corporation 3. Regulatory Overview

3. Regulatory Overview

This section provides an overview of some of the relevant regulatory processes associated
with the Project, with a focus on FERC compliance and dam safety, as well as responses to
specific FERC AIRs per Table 1.1-1.

3.1 FERC Compliance and Dam Safety

This section provides an overview of the dam safety program (Program) being developed to
allow decommissioning of the Project to be undertaken in a manner that minimizes risk to
people, structures, infrastructure, and the natural resources of the Klamath River Basin. Itis
the intent of the KRRC to substantially develop the Program before the Request for Proposal
for construction is issued.

The Program is being developed jointly by the KRRC (as co-applicant) and PacifiCorp (the
licensee and co-applicant). The KRRC recognizes that it will be responsible, once the license
transfer is complete, for finalizing and implementing the Program; this includes developing the
required dam safety plans and confirming that contract documents for the Contractor and
Construction Manager are consistent with FERC Engineering Guidelines (FERC 2017).

3.1.1 Board of Consultants

By the Order dated October 5, 2017, FERC directed co-applicants to convene a Board of
Consultants ("BOC") to review and assess all aspects of the proposed dam removal process.
FERC expressed the following concern.

“Uncontrolled flow through a planned breach during removal activities can
progress more quickly than anticipated, causing significantly higher discharge
through the breach than expected. Removal of material on the downstream
slope of an embankment dam can cause an increase in the hydraulic gradient
within the embankment. Lowering of the reservoir can create upstream slope
instabilities. In addition, the proposed transfer of these developments to the
Renewal Corporation raises questions about the adequacy of funding, cost
estimates, insurance, and bonding”.

Pursuant to this Order, the KRRC, in consultation with PacifiCorp, is proceeding with
identifying members for the BOC, and plans to submit recommendations to FERC per the
schedule contained in our December 4, 2017 response letter filing. The BOC will play a
significant role in reviewing the dam safety program described below and in evaluating project
risks.

3.1.2  Part 12 Requirements

This section provides an overview of the dam safety approach employed by the FERC's
Division of Dam Safety and Inspections (D2SI) and the Portland Regional Engineer; the
process described is consistent with other FERC regulated dam removals in recent years. A
general schedule and approach for the KRRC is suggested.
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3.1.2.1 Potential Failure Modes Analysis Background

A Potential Failure Modes Analysis (PFMA) is a dam and project safety evaluation tool
developed by FERC to be used in the Part 12, Subpart D, program of dam and safety
evaluations for FERC regulated projects. Since initiation of the PFMA program, a PFMA has
been performed for all FERC regulated dams that are required to undergo Independent
Consultant Safety Inspections as defined in 18 CFR Part 12, Subpart D. Iron Gate, Copco No.
1, and J.C. Boyle fall under these regulations, and Part 12D Reports and PFMAs have been
performed accordingly. As Copco No. 2 does not meet the requirements for a Part 12D
Independent Consultant's inspection, a PFMA has not been performed for this dam.

3.1.2.2 Supplemental PFMA

For dams that will be undergoing major modifications, remedial work or are scheduled to have
substantial changes which can include removal, FERC's Engineering Guidelines indicate that
Supplemental PFMASs shall be conducted. One purpose of this Supplemental PFMA is to
evaluate the recommended dam removal plan prior to demolition. Thus, Supplemental PFMAs
will be performed for Iron Gate, Copco No. 1, and J.C. Boyle, and for the previously
unevaluated Copco No. 2.

The KRRC has reviewed dam safety submittals for Powerdale (FERC Project No. 2659) and
Condit (FERC Project No. 2342) decommissioning projects, which involved recent FERC
regulated dams in the region that share similarities based on size, type, and location. For both
examples, a separate Core Team was assembled, and a supplemental PFMA workshop was
held.

For the PFMA to be comprehensive, consistent, and complete, the following outline describes
the dam safety approach the KRRC will employ when carrying out the Supplemental PFMA.

Step 1. Collection of Background Data

The KRRC will collect all data, removal plans, studies and information on the investigation,
design, construction, analysis, performance and operation of the project in preparation for
review by the PFMA Core Team. A listing will be made of the data available for review and
considered in the PFMA. The list will be included in any PFMA documentation. Data requests
made of PacifiCorp in April of 2017 will provide the fundamental background information for
the Core Team. Additionally, the Definite Plan will be made available to the Core Team
members for review prior to the PFMA session. If any dam safety incident reports exist, they
will also be made available to the team for review.

Based on the estimated time to gather all the data, 60 days for FERC Regional Office review,
and the time to perform the PFMA workshops, the process should begin one year prior to the
planned construction contract award date, and/or negotiation of the guaranteed maximum
price. The goal of the proposed PFMA schedule is to complete the session in accordance with
FERC Guidelines, provide FERC with adequate time to complete their review and provide any
comments to the KRRC without impacting the project schedule.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning 3-2



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 3. Regulatory Overview

Studies conducted in preparation for facility removal are relevant to the activities of the Core
Team. In particular the PFMA report will incorporate:

e Updated slope stability analysis and any recent surveys of new or previously unidentified
landslides along the reservoir rims

¢ An evaluation of the rock in the area of the planned dam removal and breaching

e A structural evaluation of any facilities needed to support heavy equipment (e.g., cranes)
to verify support for anticipated loads

Step 2: Selection of the PFMA Core Team

The Core Team members will have knowledge and experience related to dam safety
evaluations and will consist of the applicants’ Technical Representatives, FERC Inspector,
Facilitator, Independent Consultant (if available), and a geologist or geotechnical engineer.
Considering that the Project includes land both in Oregon and California, the state dam safety
organizations located in those states will be invited to participate. In addition to the Core
Team members, key project staff will be available during the PFMA session so they may
answer questions from the Core Team, to clarify operating rules, and provide key site-specific
information.

The BOC, discussed in Section 3.1.1, may also have a role in PFMA proceedings. This group is
distinct from the Core Team in that they are to provide independent, expert opinions on
matters related to their subject area. The Supplemental PFMA process is an opportune time
to educate the BOC about the project and discuss risks; their role will be discussed in more
detail when the KRRC finalizes their plan for the BOC.

Step 3: Site Visit

Typically, the Core Team is assembled at the time of the review, and depending on the Core
Team's familiarity with the Project, a project site visit may be requested by the FERC Portland
Regional Office. For a site visit, an advanced review package will be prepared by the Team
Leader for the participants to get familiarized with the Project. At the site, the Facilitator will
review the basic concepts of the PFMA process for the Core Team, the objectives, and answer
any questions the participants may have. The site visit will be performed just before the Core
Team conducts a comprehensive review of the background material.

Step 4. Comprehensive Review

The Core Team begins the PFMA session with review of the gathered data on the facilities. The
review will take place at a convenient location that allows the Core Team to review all the
necessary data and have collaboration on items that may need clarification. This location has
not yet been identified.

Step 5. PFMA Session

The Facilitator begins the session by outlining the goals and ground rules, ensures the
process is followed, and that the Core Team performs the PFMA following the FERC
Engineering Guidelines. The session will then move on to a brief review of the existing PFMs
compiled from previous PFMA sessions with an emphasis on dam removal. The group will
then focus on potential new failure modes that could occur as part of dam removal.
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Step 6: Evaluation of Surveillance and Monitoring
The Core Team members will assess the dam safety surveillance and monitoring plan
(DSSMP) for the dams considering potential failure modes and ensure that a DSSMP is
developed for any "highlighted” potential failure modes and any selected “not highlighted”

potential failure modes.

Step 7. Documentation

3. Regulatory Overview

The KRRC will document the Major Findings and Understandings and prepares the draft PFMA
Report which documents the PFMA session, surveillance and monitoring, and/or risk
reduction opportunities identified by the PFMA. The PFMA report should be prepared
following the outline contained in FERC's Engineering Guidelines. A draft report will be sent to
the Core Team members for review and comment. After receiving the Core Team's comments,
the report will be finalized and made part of the Supporting Technical Information Document

for reference.

3.1.3

FERC Required Plans and Submittals

Table 3.1-1 indicates the plans and submittals to be provided to FERC, along with

responsibilities for development and implementation.

Table 3.1-1 FERC Required Plans and Submittals
Developed
Plan Name by Submitted by
Coffer Dams Contractor See below
e Coffer Dam Design Contractor  Contractor, for KRRC
e Coffer Dam Certification KRRC AECOM, for KRRC
Temporary Construction Emergency Action Contractor  Contractor, for KRRC

Plan

Quality Control Inspection Program (QCIP)

Construction

AECOM, for KRRC

Manger

Dam Stability Analysis (Iron Gate and JC KRRC AECOM, for KRRC
Boyle)

Blasting Plan Contractor  Contractor, for KRRC
Reservoir Rim Stability Analyses KRRC AECOM, for KRRC
Flood Routing Analysis and Inundation KRRC AECOM, for KRRC
Study

Rock quality evaluation in the areas of KRRC AECOM, for KRRC

planned breaching

3.14

State Dam Safety Agency Coordination

All four projects are regulated by the FERC. However, both Oregon and California have their
own state dam safety agencies. In Oregon, the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD)
regulates dams. OWRD typically defers to FERC's Division of Dam Safety and Inspections for
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FERC regulated projects. In California, the Department of Water Resources, Division of Dam
Safety (DSOD) is responsible for dam safety regulations. Both of these agencies should be
notified of the PFMA schedule and may require detailed coordination to allow their
participation if requested.

3.2 Water Quality Permits

Permits under the authority of the Clean Water Act (CWA) would be required for the Project
including a Section 404 Individual Permit, Hoopa Valley Tribe Water Quality Permit, Section
401 Water Quality Certifications, and Section 402 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permits. This section provides an update on the status of applications and
correspondence with the reviewing agencies for these water quality-related permits and
approvals. Where anticipated permit issuance dates are discussed, these are target dates only
and are contingent on coordination with and completion of the CEQA and NEPA processes, as
applicable. Other regulatory approvals may also be sought, and another update will be
provided with the Definite Plan.

3.2.1 Section 404 Individual Permit

The Project will result in fill and/or dredging of jurisdictional waters of the United States,
including wetlands, within and adjacent to the Klamath River during in-river construction
activities. Work in the Klamath River and associated tributaries and wetlands are regulated
under Section 404 of CWA. A pre-application meeting was held with the United States Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) on May 25, 2017 and periodic informal updates have been
provided to the assigned project manager. The Section 404 permit application is expected to
be submitted in 2018, with approval anticipated in 2019 following the issuance of the Section
401 water quality certifications from Oregon and California and the completion of the
Endangered Species Act consultation.

3.2.2  Hoopa Valley Tribe Water Quality Permit

Preliminary discussions have been held with the Hoopa Valley Tribal Environmental Protection
Agency (“TEPA"), and a meeting with the TEPA was held to discuss implementation of Section
401 under the CWA.

3.2.3  Oregon Department of Environmental Quality Section 401 Water Quality Certification

In Oregon, Section 401 is administered by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
(ODEQ). The Water Quality Certification will likely include water and sediment quality
monitoring requirements, as well as other conservation measures and BMPs, to be
implemented during and after dam removal to ensure protection of beneficial uses and
compliance with water quality standards.

A 401 Water Quality Certification request was submitted to ODEQ on September 23, 2016.
ODEQ began their review of the application and issued a request for additional project
information on July 19, 2017. To comply with regulatory review schedules, the KRRC withdrew
and resubmitted its request on September 11, 2017. ODEQ acknowledged its receipt of the
KRRC's request on September 14, 2017. Aresponse to the request for additional information
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was submitted to ODEQ on September 30, 2017. This response is the same document that
was submitted to the California SWRCB titled California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
California and Oregon 401 Water Quality Certifications Technical Support Document (“CEQA
Technical Support Document”) as described below, and is available at
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality cert/docs
/lower klamath ferc14803/20170929 krrc tech report.pdf. Periodic updates have been, and
will continue to be, provided to ODEQ upon request or as otherwise required to fulfill
regulatory requirements.

3.2.4  California State Water Resources Control Board Section 401 Water Quality Certification

A 401 Water Quality Certification request was submitted to California, the California State
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on September 23, 2016. SWRCB has begun its
review of the application and identified information gaps that needed to be filled. On August
24,2017, SWRCB sent a request for additional information to the KRRC. The KRRC submitted
the CEQA Technical Support Document as a response to the state request on September 30,
2017. In addition, to comply with regulatory review schedules, the KRRC withdrew and
resubmitted the 401 application on September 11, 2017.

In California, the SWRCB action on the 401 Water Quality Certification must also comply with
CEQA. SWRCB has posted a public notice of the application and has held three public scoping
meetings. Preparation of a CEQA Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and associated public
review processes are expected to extend into spring 2019. Periodic updates have been, and
will continue to be, provided to ODEQ upon request or as otherwise required to fulfill
regulatory requirements.

3.25 Clean Water Act Section 402

Because the Project will disturb more than one acre during construction in both Oregon and
California, an NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permits will be required for
construction-related stormwater discharges to surface waters in both states.

NPDES permit applications for general construction stormwater discharges are required to be
submitted at least 30 days prior to land disturbance commencing. Because the land
disturbance is expected to be more than 5 acres, an additional 14-calendar-day public review
period also anticipated. Itis currently anticipated that the applications will be prepared by the
selected dam removal construction contractor during February of the year prior to reservoir
drawdown, with submission to each agency planned for the end of March in the year that pre-
drawdown construction activities are planned to occur. Approvals would be expected around
the end of May of the same year.

3.3 Endangered Species Act Compliance

In 2012, NMFS and the USFWS issued the "Joint Preliminary Biological Opinion on the
Proposed Removal of Four Dams on the Klamath River." At that time, USBR was the federal
lead agency for the dam decommissioning project. Because the timeline for dam
decommissioning was uncertain, the 2012 Biological Opinions (BiOps) were issued as a
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preliminary statement for project planning purposes. Since 2012, federal lead agency status
has been transferred to FERC, and FERC designated the KRRC as the Designated non-Federal
Representative for purposes of conducting informal consultation and preparation of a
biological assessment (BA). The KRRC is currently updating the prior BA to account for
changes in the environmental baseline, species lists, and in the potential project effects on
river flows. The KRRC is working informally with NMFS and USFWS to confirm species lists,
the definition of the proposed action, effects analysis methods, environmental baseline
conditions, and to identify the best available science. The BA will include an evaluation of
compliance with Section 305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act and the NMFS review of the BA will include consideration of compliance with
this act.

With respect to the other past BiOps referred to in this AIR that were issued in connection with
the operation of USBR's Klamath Irrigation Project over the past decade, the KRRC does not
have first-hand knowledge of these efforts. Moreover, USBR's operation of the Klamath
Irrigation Project, and the Services' review of the same, do not implicate the removal activities
the KRRC proposed in the Surrender Application that will be further described in the Definite
Plan.

Based on the KRRC's review of public information related to the Klamath Irrigation Project, the
KRRC understands that NMFS and USFWS jointly issued in 2013 the “Biological Opinions on
the Effects of Proposed Klamath Project Operations from May 31, 2013, through March 31,
2023, on Five Federally Listed Threatened and Endangered Species.” This 2013 BiOp
supersedes the 2008 and 2010 BiOps. The KRRC also understands from review of public
information that USBR is currently working with NMFS and USFWS to develop a new proposed
action for the Klamath Irrigation Project, which will include the issuance of a new BiOp related
to operation of the Klamath Irrigation Project.

To date, several workshops have been held with agency representatives in support of
consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and Section 305(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. These workshops have
primarily focused on discussing the potential effects the project may have on federally
threatened and endangered species currently inhabiting the Klamath River, current and
potential mitigation measures that may be implemented to reduce those effects, and the
development of a monitoring plan to ensure the effectiveness of proposed mitigation
measures. Dates and a brief description of the topics discussed at each workshop are
provided below:

e April 28, 2017, Lower Basin Agency Meeting — overview of proposed 2017 project
activities including schedule, review and discussion of mitigation measures previously
included in BiOp, EIS/EIR, and Detailed Plan specific to threatened and endangered
species identified within the 2012 project action area. Attendees included the KRRC,
NMFS, USFWS, and CDFW.

e May 23, 2017, Aquatic and Terrestrial Resource Meeting —discussion of concerns specific
to aquatic resource relocation and potential mortality rates of spawning and juvenile
species, inclusion of Coho salmon into the BiOp, and proposed mitigation measures. This
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meeting also included a discussion on proposed survey plans and potential minimization
measures for terrestrial species including northern spotted owl and listed plants.
Attendees included the KRRC, NMFS, USFWS, CDFW, ODEQ, Northcoast Regional Water
Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB), SWRCB, Hoopa Valley, Yurok, Karuk, and Klamath
tribes.

o May 24,2017, USFWS Sucker Mitigation Plan Meeting — Sucker genetics, trapping and
relocation, and potential mitigation measures. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS, and
United States Geological Survey (USGS).

e June 13,2017, Aquatic Mitigation Measures Planning Meeting — discussion on the
deficiency of the 2012 Aquatic Resource Mitigation Measures, development and
implementation of an effective monitoring plan, and revised Aquatic Resource Mitigation
Measures specific to Mainstem Spawning, Outgoing Juveniles, and Pacific Lamprey.
Attendees included the KRRC, NMFS, USFWS, CDFW, Hoopa Valley, Yurok, and Karuk
tribes.

e June 19, 2017, Aquatic Mitigation Measures Planning Meeting (Suckers) -
sampling/salvage of suckers and appropriate methodology, relocation of suckers and
permitting options. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS, USGS, CDFW, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), and Klamath tribes.

o July 27,2017, Agency Visit to Project Site - site visit with a focus on terrestrial resources
measures and overview of project components. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS,
CDFW, ODFW, and Oregon Department of State Lands (ODSL).

e August 15, 2017, Aquatic Resources Mitigation Measures review workshop —ongoing
discussions pertaining to refinements to the 2012 Aquatic Resource Mitigation Measures,
development and implementation of an effective monitoring plan, and revised Aquatic
Resource Mitigation Measures specific to Mainstem Spawning, Outgoing Juveniles, and
Pacific Lamprey. Attendees included the KRRC, NMFS, USFWS, CDFW, ODFW, ODEQ,
SWRCB, Hoopa Valley, Yurok, and Karuk tribes.

e October 26, 2017, Aquatic Resources Planning Workshop — proposed monitoring periods,
laboratory experiments for turbidity and suspended sediments, evaluation of spawning
habitat and salmonid behavioral response to high sediment loads. Attendees included
the KRRC, NMFS, USFWS, CDFW, ODFW, Hoopa Valley, and Yurok tribes.

e October 27,2017, Terrestrial Resources Coordination Call — updates on terrestrial
resources measures development, proposed field survey schedule, species-specific
discussions. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS, CDFW, SWRCB and ODFW.

e November 20, 2017, Terrestrial Resources Coordination Call — updates on terrestrial
resources measures, proposed field survey schedule and results of 2017 reconnaissance
work, species-specific discussions. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS, CDFW,
SWRCB and ODFW.

o December 6, 2017, Section 7 consultation meeting with NMFS and USFWS - Discussion
of needed updates to the dam decommissioning BA including project and baseline
changes, schedule, action area, and new species. Attendees included the KRRC, USFWS,
and NMFS.

Records of meetings notes from these meetings were included with the December 31, 2017
filing. Additional meetings are proposed in the coming months to confirm field survey needs
and protocols, aquatic mitigation measures, adjust minimization measures based on field
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survey results as needed, and finalize schedule and approach for associated permit
applications.

The complete list of terrestrial federal and state-listed, proposed, candidate, and petitioned
for listing species that are known to occur or that may occur within the area of potential effect
is found in Appendix J. Please note that there are separate tables for special status animals
and special status plants in Appendix J.

The changes in terrestrial species status and/or designated critical habitat that have occurred
since the 2012 EIS/EIR are shown in Table 3.3-1. There have been no changes in aquatic
species status, known occurrences, or designated critical habitat since the 2012 EIS/EIR was
published.
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Table 3.3-1 Change in Terrestrial Species Status or Designated Critical Habitat
Common Name Scientific Name Status Change from Previous
EIS/EIR
Conservancy Branchinecta conservatio FE Added to list of species
fairy shrimp with potential to occur
Vernal pool Lepidurus packardi FE Added to list of species
tadpole shrimp with potential to occur
Klamath Fluminicola sp. 5 ONHP List 1 Added to list of species
pebblesnail with potential to occur
Klamath Rim Fluminicola sp.6 ONHP List 1 Added to list of species
pebblesnail with potential to occur
Blue Mountains Juga sp. 2 ONHP List 1 Added to list of species
juga (snail) with potential to occur
Scale lanx (snail) Lanx klamathensis ONHP List 1 Added to list of species

with potential to occur

Terrestrial snail

Monadenia fidelis leonine

Tracked on CNDDB

Added to list of species
with potential to occur

Foothill yellow-  Rana boylii Petitioned for federal Change in species status
legged frog listing, BLM, OSS, CSSC,

Request for CA candidate
Oregon spotted Rana pretiosa FT, BLM, OSS, CSSC Change in species status
frog
Westernpond  Actinemys marmorata Petitioned for federal Change in species status

turtle

listing, BLM, OSS, ONHP
List 2, CSSC

Northern Strix occidentalis caurina FT, OT, ONHP List 1 Change in designated
spotted owl critical habitat
Yellow-billed Coccyzus americanus FT, CE, OSS, BLM Change in species status
cuckoo
Black-backed Picoides arcticus BLM, OSS, Petitioned for ~ Change in species status
woodpecker listing under CESA
Tricolored Agelaius tricolor Petitioned for federal Change in species status
blackbird listing, BLM, CSSC,

Candidate for listing under

CESA as endangered
Fisher- West Martes pennanti (Pekania BLM, OSS, ONHP List 2, Change in species status
Coast DPS pennanti) CSSC
Wolverine Gulo gulo FPT, CT, OT, FP Change in species status
Gray wolf Canis lupus FE, CE, ONHP List 2 Corrected species status

Western yellow
cedar

Callitropsis nootkatensis

Petitioned for federal
listing, CNPS List 4.3

Added to list of species
with potential to occur

Key:
BLM

extinct; and/or Survey and Manage Species
CE California Endangered

Klamath River Renewal Project
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning

Bureau of Land Management sensitive species -species that could easily become endangered or

January 2018
3-10



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 3. Regulatory Overview

CSSC California Department of Fish and Wildlife Species of Special Concern -not listed under the Federal
or California Endangered Species Act but are believed to: 1) be declining at a rate that could result
in listing, or 2) historically occurring in low numbers and having current known threats to their
persistence

CT California Threatened

FE Federal Endangered

FP Fully protected under the California Fish and Game Code
FT Federal Threatened

ONHP List 1 Oregon Natural Heritage Program (ONHP) threatened with extinction or presumed to be extinct
throughout their entire range

ONHP List2  threatened with extirpation or presumed to be extirpated from the State of Oregon

ONHP List3  more information is needed before status can be determined, but may be threatened or
endangered in Oregon or throughout their range

OHNP List4  of conservation concern but not currently threatened or endangered

oT Listed as threatened by ODFW

0SS Oregon Sensitive or Sensitive- Critical Species, East Cascades, West Cascades, and Klamath
Mountains Ecoregions

3.4 Aquatic Resource Permits

Several aquatic resources permits are discussed under Section 3.2 Water Quality Permits and
Section 3.3 Endangered Species Act Compliance. The status of those permits and
consultations, including records of correspondence, is discussed in those sections. This
section addresses the status of the remaining aquatic resources permits and approvals
including Wild and Scenic Rivers Act compliance, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act,
and the California Aquatic Lands Lease.

3.4.1 Wild and Scenic River Act

The Klamath River in Oregon from approximately the J.C. Boyle powerhouse downstream to
the California border is designated as a Wild and Scenic River. In California, the river
downstream of Iron Gate Dam to the ocean is designated as a Wild and Scenic River. A
teleconference call was held between the KRRC Technical Representative and representatives
from the National Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management on May 2, 2017 to
discuss these Wild and Scenic Rivers Act designations.

3.4.2 Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Act

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 would apply to construction activities in the
portions of the Klamath River subject to tidal influence, and may apply to activities from the
mouth of the Klamath River to approximately River Mile 38. At this stage of design, it appears
no structures will be placed within the Klamath River in the portion regulated under Section
10; however, this will be monitored as the project progresses.

3.4.3 California State Lands Surface and Submerged Waters Lease

The relocation of the City of Yreka water supply line will require an amendment to an existing
state lands lease. Both the intake structures on Fall Creek and the pipeline crossing of the
Klamath River would trigger an amendment to the lands lease. As several alternatives for the
relocation of the water line are still under consideration, there has not yet been any contact
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with the California State Lands Commission. It is anticipated that an application for a new or
revised lease would be made in late 2018, if necessary.
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4. Reservoir Drawdown & Diversion Plan

4.1 Introduction

The following reservoir drawdown and streamflow diversion plan is proposed to facilitate the
removal of J.C. Boyle, Copco No. 1, Copco No. 2, and Iron Gate dams while minimizing flood
risks and downstream impacts due to the release of impounded reservoir sediments. The
proposed plan results in drawdown of the reservoirs impounded by J.C. Boyle, Copco No. 1,
and Iron Gate dams by March 15 of the drawdown year, to minimize downstream impacts
resulting from the natural release and transport of impounded sediments. Historical daily and
monthly streamflow data downstream of each of the dams can be found in Section 2: Existing
Hydrology Conditions in USBR's Hydrology, Hydraulics, and Sediment Transport Studies for
the Secretary’s Determination on Klamath River Dam Removal and Basin Restoration Klamath
River, Oregon and California (USBR 2012c).

Drawdown of the reservoirs will generally take place between January 1 and March 15 of the
drawdown year. However, the proposed plan includes early drawdown of Copco No. 1 and
delayed cessation of power generation at Copco No. 2. Early drawdown of Copco No. 1 is
necessary for the reservoir drawdown to be completed by about March 15 (prior to spring
salmonid migration). To offset lost revenue from shutting Copco No. 1 down prior to January
1, generation of power at Copco No. 2 Dam (with sediment-laden flow) could continue for up to
four months after January 1 of the drawdown year (or until May 1). This assumes the Copco
No. 2 generating equipment will be capable of operating under such conditions. Power
generation at Copco No. 1 Dam would end after the reservoir reaches the minimum operating
level at reservoir water surface (RWS) elevation 2604.5, which would be nearly 2 months
before January 1 of the drawdown year. These operational changes may need to be approved
by PacifiCorp if drawdown occurs before January 1, 2020.2 Reservoir drawdown below the
minimum operating level would commence at each dam when power generation has ceased at
that dam. The proposed plan assumes power generation at each of the dams would end as
shown in Table 4.1-1.

Table 4.1-1 End Date for Power Generation

Location End Date

J.C. Boyle January 1 of drawdown year

Copco No. 1 November 1 of year prior to drawdown
Copco No. 2 May 1 of drawdown year

Iron Gate January 1 of drawdown year

The following sections describe the reservoir drawdown facilities, flood frequency flows, the
anticipated drawdown rates (i.e., rate of elevation change and discharge rates) and timing of
drawdown, and the portion of discharge associated with specific structures (spillways,

® KHSA Section 7.3.5 specifies PacifiCorp has discretion to allow facilities removal prior to January 1, 2020 but the KHSA does
not comment on the start date for reservoir drawdown.
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diversion tunnels, etc.). Additional information and results beyond those presented here can
be found in Appendix F.

The bulleted list below provides a roadmap for specific information related to drawdown:

¢ Total anticipated discharge (cfs) associated with drawdown for each reservoir is
discussed in Section 4.4

o Description of structures used for drawdown operation and associated flows is
provided in Section 4.2

e Description of notching at Copco No. 1 is provided in Section 4.2.2 (Option 1 —no
longer included)

¢ Proposed duration and timing of drawdown operations is discussed in Sections 4.4
and 4.5

o Proposed reservoir elevation change per day is provided in Section 4.5

¢ Description of measures associated with possible tunnel failure is provided in Section

4.7.1

e Additional information concerning the retrofit of the diversion tunnels is provided in
Section 4.2

e Slope stability monitoring during and after reservoir drawdown is discussed in Section
4.6

e Measures to implement if slope stability issues are identified are discussed in Sections
4.7.2and 4.7.3

e Measures to implement to reduce impacts to aquatic species are discussed in Section
4.7.4 and Section 7.2

e Studies conducted to verify reservoir drawdown rates are protective of slope stability
and potential flooding are discussed in Section 4.7

e Schedule and sequence for drawdown of all Lower Klamath Project dams is provided in
Sections 4.4 and 4.5

e Adaptive strategy for adjusting schedule based on interruptions in drawdown
sequence is provided in Sections 4.7.1(tunnel blockage)

¢ Physical modifications to the dam to facilitate drawdown are summarized in Section 4.2

e Strategies for managing drawdown under low, medium and high flow conditions are
provided in Section 4.5

e Drawdown flows in cfs are provided in Section 4.5

4.2 Diversion Facilities

Facilities that will be used for drawing down the reservoirs and diverting Klamath River flows
around J.C. Boyle, Copco No. 1, and Iron Gate dams are shown in Table 4.2-1. The major
drawdown facilities at J.C. Boyle are the spillway, power intake, and diversion culverts beneath
the dam. At Copco No. 1, drawdown facilities have two options: (1) the spillway, diversion
tunnel, and dam notches or (2) spillway and a modified diversion tunnel. At Iron Gate, the
drawdown would occur via the spillway and a modified diversion tunnel. The penstocks at
Copco No. 1 and Iron Gate provide only a minor amount of potential additional diversion, and
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they are assumed to be closed when power generation ceases, so they are not included in the
drawdown modeling.

Table 4.2-1 Facilities to be Used for Reservoir Lowering and Diversion

(@) (b) (c)
Location Diversion Facility Ellgvvaetggn Notes
J.C. Boyle Dam Normal operating elevation 3796.7
Spillway 3785.2
Power Intake 3771.7
Power Canal, Tunnel, and _ Pass power intake flows through
Turbines turbines without generating power
Diversion Culvert — Bay 1 3755.2
Diversion Culvert — Bay 2 3755.2
Copco No. 1 Dam Normal operating elevation 2609.5
Option 1 Spillway 2597.0
Modified Diversion Tunnel 2485.5"
Notches in Dam Varies
Option 2 Spillway 2597.0
New Gate in Diversion Tunnel 2485.5"
Iron Gate Dam Normal operating elevation 2331.3
Spillway 2331.3
New Gate in Diversion Tunnel 2176.3°

' Estimated from Drawing 1475.
2 Drawing 8860 shows the invert at 2173 feet NGVD (2176.3 feet NAVD); Drawing 8862 shows invert at
2175 feet NGVD (2178.3 feet NAVD).

The removal of Copco No. 1 and Iron Gate dams requires the successful completion of
modifications to restore and increase the discharge capacity of the existing diversion tunnels
for low-level releases. Both require underwater work that would be difficult and will need to be
performed the year prior to reservoir drawdown. The design and fabrication of large gates that
are the major component of both modifications will also require a significant lead time (up to
10 months for design and fabrication) ahead of installation. No impacts to power generation
are expected for the modification work. Measures to modify the diversion facilities are
described in the following sections.

A description of the diversion facilities and any modifications that would be required prior to
reservoir drawdown are described in the following sections.

4.2.1 J.C. Boyle Reservoir

Water releases for reservoir drawdown at J.C. Boyle will be made through the gated spillway
(crest elevation 3785.2), the power canal (intake invert elevation 3771.7), and through the two
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9.5- by 10-foot diversion culverts (invert elevation 3755.2) located below the gated spillway
(see Figure 4.2-1(B). Modifications of these facilities are not required prior to drawdown.
Discharge rating curves for the J.C. Boyle facilities, as well as the stage-storage curve for J.C.
Boyle Reservoir, are shown in Figure 4.2-2.

Figure 4.2-1 J.C. Boyle Diversion Facilities (Appendix B)

Discharge Rating Curves for J.C. Boyle Dam
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Figure 4.2-2 Discharge Rating Curve and Stage-Storage Curve for J.C. Boyle

4.2.2  Copco Lake

Two options were analyzed for reservoir drawdown at Copco No. 1. Option 1 would make
releases through a combination of the diversion tunnel modified to restore operation through
three existing 6-foot diameter pipes in the diversion tunnel intake structure, in addition to a
series of notches sequentially excavated in the dam. Option 2 would make releases solely
through the diversion tunnel modified to restore full use of the tunnel by installing a new large
gate at the downstream end of the tunnel and removing the intake structure at the upstream
end. Discharge rating curves for the diversion facilities for the two Copco No. 1 options, as
well as the stage-storage curve for Copco Lake, are shown on Figure 4.2-3.

January 2018
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Outflow Rating Curves for Copco No. 1
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Figure 4.2-3 Discharge Rating Curve and Stage-Storage Curve for Copco No. 1

The following sections provide a more detailed description of the diversion tunnel
modifications for Option 1 and Option 2. The modification would be performed the year prior
to reservoir drawdown.

4.2.2.1 Option 1 — Diversion Tunnel Modification to Restore Release Capacity

1. Design, fabricate, and deliver three new 6- by 6-foot slide gates.
Mobilize barge-mounted crane onto Copco Lake (assume normal RWS
elevation 2609.5). Remove deposited sediment from diversion tunnel intake using
clamshell or suction dredge, as required.

3. Remove three existing 72-inch flap gates on the upstream face of diversion intake
structure (invert elevation 2485.5) under balanced head and no flow conditions, using
hard hat divers (124-foot depth) (Figure 4.2-4 (B)). Upstream tunnel should be full of
water (due to valve leakage since tunnel was plugged), but should be confirmed.

4. Install three new 6- by 6-foot slide gates with hydraulic operators and remote controls
at upstream face of diversion structure using hard hat divers (see Figure 4.2-4(B)).

5. With new upstream slide gates and diversion intake closed, drill drain and air vent holes
through concrete tunnel plug from downstream side to unwater tunnel (see Figure 4.2-
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5(B)). Remove concrete tunnel plug in dry conditions. Inspect the unlined diversion
tunnel for possible reinforcement (lining with shotcrete or concrete) or repairs.
Remove (or open) three existing 72-inch butterfly valve disks from downstream side of
inlet in dry conditions, after drilling drain and air vent holes through each disk.
Determine need for air vent piping and provide as necessary for operation of upstream
slide gates.

All work in the tunnel would be in compliance with local, state and federal codes and
regulations (e.g., Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations (29 CFR 1926.800)) and
would include safety provision of adequate ground control, flood control, air
monitoring, ventilation, illumination, communication, personal protective equipment,
access and egress procedures, mechanical equipment, and emergency procedures.

Figure 4.2-4 Copco No. 1 Diversion Modification, Intake Structure (Appendix B)

Figure 4.2-5 Copco No. 1 Diversion Modification, Tunnel (Appendix B)

4.2.2.2 Option 2 — Diversion Tunnel Modification to Increase Release Capacity

1.

Design, fabricate, and deliver new 16.5- by 18-foot roller gate.

Construct new gate shaft with new gate structure and 16.5-foot by 18-foot roller gate
at downstream end of diversion tunnel (see Figure 4.2-6 (B)).

Mobilize barge-mounted crane onto Copco Lake (assume normal RWS

elevation 2609.5). Remove sediment from diversion tunnel (see Figure 4.2-4(B)) intake
using clamshell or suction dredge, as required.

Remove three existing 72-inch flap (or “clack”) gates on upstream face of diversion
intake structure (invert elevation 2485.5) under balanced head and no flow conditions,
using hard hat divers (124-foot depth). Upstream tunnel should be full of water (due to
valve leakage since tunnel was plugged), but should be confirmed. Install three new
6-foot blind flanges (see Figure 4-2.4(B)) using hard hat divers.

With new blind flanges in place, drill drain and air vent holes through concrete tunnel
plug from downstream side to unwater tunnel (see Figure 4.2-5(B)). Remove concrete
tunnel plug in dry conditions. Inspect the unlined diversion tunnel for possible
reinforcement (lining with shotcrete or concrete) or repairs. Line tunnel with shotcrete
or concrete, if determined to be necessary.

Remove three existing 72-inch butterfly valve disks from downstream side of inlet in
dry conditions, after drilling drain and air vent holes through each disk.

Close new large gate and fill tunnel upstream of gate with water.’ Under balanced head
and no flow conditions, remove the 6-foot blind flanges at the inlet using hard hat
divers.

Using hard hat divers, demolish intake structure and install grating to minimize
potential for large debris entering the diversion tunnel.

° Tunnel filling could be accomplished several ways such as by inserting a small valve into the blind flange or by drilling a small
opening into the tunnel adjacent to the intake structure.
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9. Allworkinside the tunnel would be performed in the same manner described for
Copco No. 1 (Option 1).

Figure 4.2-6 Copco No. 1 Diversion Modification, New Gate Structure (Appendix B)

4.2.3 Iron Gate Reservoir

Reservoir drawdown at Iron Gate Dam will make releases solely through the diversion tunnel. It
will be modified to restore full use of the tunnel by installing a new large gate in place of the

current concrete bulkhead and gate. Discharge rating curves for the diversion facilities for Iron
Gate Dam, as well as the stage-storage curve for Iron Gate Reservoir, are shown on Figure 4.2-
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Figure 4.2-7 Discharge Rating Curve and Stage-Storage Curve for Iron Gate

A detailed description of the Iron Gate diversion tunnel modifications includes the following:

1. Design, fabricate, and deliver new 16.5- by 18-foot roller gate.
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2. With the existing gate closed, remove downstream stoplog structure and
miscellaneous metalwork from downstream tunnel in the dry. Maintain air vent pipe in
tunnel crown if needed for final operation. Securely bolt existing blind flange to the
reinforced concrete ring downstream of the concrete sluice gates (see Figure 4.2-8(B))
to retain full reservoir head. A preliminary assessment indicates the existing features
would be capable of accommodating this loading condition and will be verified prior to
construction.

3. Raise upper sluice gate slowly to fill portion of downstream tunnel between the gates
and blind flange. Provide air vent and drain valve through downstream concrete ring as
necessary. Close air vent when filling has been completed.

4. Mobilize a barge-mounted crane onto the reservoir in June of the year prior to
drawdown. Raise the upper sluice gate to top of control tower using the existing hoist
and remove using barge-mounted crane. Send hard-hat divers to the bottom of wet-
well shaft to install lifting device for lower diversion gate, and to cut welded connection
along downstream seal of lower diversion gate. Raise the lower diversion gate to the
top of the control tower using existing hoist and remove using barge-mounted crane.
Install new 16.5- by 18-foot roller gate into existing slots in gate shaft (with a 160-foot
design head) using hard hat divers and barge-mounted crane. Install new gate operator
with remote controls. Close new roller gate.

5. With new roller gate closed, drain downstream tunnel using air vent and drain valve
provided at the blind flange. Remove blind flange and reinforced concrete ring.

6. Inspect the downstream portion of the diversion tunnel for possible reinforcement
(lining with shotcrete or concrete) or repairs (see Figure 4.2-8(B)).

7. Allwork inside the tunnel would be performed in the same manner described for
Copco No. 1 (Option 1) in Section 4.2.2.1.

Figure 4.2-8 Iron Gate Diversion Modification (Appendix B)

424 Drawdown Controls

The drawdown of Copco No. 1 and Iron Gate reservoirs would be managed through automated
gate control systems with operator oversight. Inputs to determine the amount of gate opening
at each reservoir would include continuous measurement of reservoir levels by remote sensor.
The gate control system would incrementally open (or close) the gate to increase (or
decrease) flow through the diversion tunnel to maintain the reservoir drawdown at an
approximate constant rate (see Sections 3.2 and 3.3 for drawdown rates recommended to
maintain embankment and reservoir rim stability) as the inflows vary due to watershed
response to storms or due to changes in drawdown rates of upstream reservoirs.

Once the Copco No. 1 and Iron Gate reservoirs have reached full drawdown, the gates would
remain in the full open position to limit reservoir refilling during storm events following March 1
of the drawdown year (or any time after the point that full drawdown is reached, if that occurs
sooner). Storm inflows large enough to cause refilling of the reservoir would pass through the
spillway (or through a notch in the case of Copco No. 1 notching option).
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It was assumed for this analysis that the gates on the diversion tunnels would temporarily be
closed during a large storm event once outflow over the spillway reached a pre-determined
discharge level. The gates would be allowed to fully open again once discharge over the
spillway dropped back below the pre-determined level. At Copco No. 1, this was assumed to
be 13,000 cfs (between the 10-year and 20-year events) to help prevent downstream flooding
of the Copco No. 2 powerhouse. At lron Gate Dam, the discharge level was set to 15,000 cfs,
which is just above the 10-year peak flow.

The drawdown on J.C. Boyle Reservoir would controlled by the spillway and then the capacity
of the power intake. Once the reservoir stabilizes with spillway and intake fully open, the
diversion culvert concrete stop logs in the culverts would be blasted, and flow would only be
controlled by the capacity of the culverts, which is about 6,000 cfs at the spillway elevation
(between the 2 and 5-year events). For storm flows that refill the reservoir before
deconstruction, higher discharge rates would be experienced over the spillway.

4.3 Flood Frequency Analysis

Flood frequency analyses were performed at four locations on the Klamath River using the
USACE HEC-SSP software (V2.1), following the Bulletin 17B method for Log-Pearson Type lll
distributions (USGS 1982)™. Details of the gages are provided in Table 4.3-1. J.C. Boyle and
Copco records correlate well with the Keno data. Therefore, the records at J.C. Boyle and
Copco were extended based on linear correlations with USGS gauge data at Keno to allow for
a coincident period of analysis. Appendix F provides the correlations used to extend the data.
A good correlation with Keno data was not obtained for Iron Gate gage, likely due to significant
tributary inflows. Therefore, the historical period of record (1960 to 2017) was used for Iron
Gate.

Table 4.3-1 U.S. Geological Survey Streamflow Gaging Stations Analyzed
Gage Period of

USGS Drainage Elevation Record
Gaging Station Name 9.2 Latitude Longitude
Station No Area (mi9) (feet, (Water
’ NGVD29) Years)
Klamath River at Keno, oM ot A n 1905-1913
11509500 OR 3,920 42°08'00" 121°57'40 3,961 1930-2016
Klamath River below
11510700 John C. Boyle Power 4,080 42°05'05" 122°04'20" 3,275 1959-2016

Plant near Keno, OR

11512500 HlamathRiverbelowFall = ) 000 pq05800" 122902005" 2310 1924-1961
Creek near Copco, CA

11516530 l@mathRiverbelowlron ) oo0 gre55417 122706'35" 2162  1961-2016
Gate Dam, CA

10 Log-Pearson Type lll distributions are intended to fit the distribution of annual peak flows from natural watersheds (i.e., non-
regulated watersheds). The Klamath Basin is highly regulated for irrigation water supplies and fishery flows, but the regulated
flows primarily describe low flows (non-storm event flows) as there are no flood control reservoirs in the basin. We found that
after ignoring the low flows in the data, the annual peak flow data fit well with the Log-Pearson Type Il distribution.
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Gage Period of

USGS Drainage Elevation Record
Gaging Station Name 9.2 Latitude Longitude
Station No Area (mi9) (feet, (Water
) NGVD29) Years)
11520500 (lamathRivernearSeiad — oq,5  4q05114" 123°1352" 1320  1913-2016

Valley, CA
11523000 Klamath River at Orleans 8,475 41°18'13" 123°32'00" 355.98 1927-2016

11530500 lamathRiver near 12,100  41°30'40" 123°58'42" 560  1861-2016
Klamath, CA

Flows in the Klamath River are controlled by releases from Upper Klamath Lake and Link River
Dam. The operations at Link River Dam could influence the flood frequency curves calculated
using the USGS gage data. Plots of the flood-frequency curves were compared before and
after censoring peak flow data to determine if there was a low flow threshold below which
flows did not fit the distribution well. For all locations except J.C. Boyle, the data visually
appeared to fit within the 95 percent confidence limit of the distribution. Therefore, only the
J.C. Boyle data were censored. Flows below 3,400 cfs were censored as low flow outliers. The
Bulletin 17B procedures adjusted the probabilities to account for the censored data. The
results are shown in Table 4.3-2. Plots of the data and distributions can be found in Appendix
F.

Table 4.3-2  Annual Flood Frequency Results
Location 2-Year 5-Year 10-Year 20-Year b50-Year 100-Year 200-Year 500-Year

Keno 4,329 6,957 8,830 10,699 13,210 15,156 17,152 19,872
SZ;IJG'% 4,736 7.719 9,438 10,862 12,405 13,370 14,194 15,104
Blw Fall

Creeknr 5,974 9,114 11,340 13,567 16,580 18,937 21,377 24,742
Copco?

gz'tcéw TN 5942 10895 14912 19,205 25744 31,169 37,106 45796
Seiad
Valloy 16418 34,673 52002 73,229 108545 141,806 181,736 246,577

Orleans 61,712 114,819 157,209 202,710 268,332 322,432 380,576 463,907

Klamath 140,056 239,890 313,456 388,200 490,163 570,125 652,719 766,069

1 Flows below 3,400 cfs were censored as low flow outliers due to the influence of Link River Dam.

2 The gage record was extended to cover 1932 to 2017 based on the flows measured at the Keno gage.

4.4 Drawdown Timing

The surrender application proposes the simultaneous removal of the four dams with the
dewatering periods scheduled to minimize sediment release into downstream areas during
critical times for important aquatic species and life stages (e.g., anadromous fish spawning,
rearing, and in- and out-migration). The deconstruction period, including site preparation,
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dewatering, and facilities removal, would occur over about 20 months. The 2012 EIS/EIR
prepared in support of the original KHSA states that the drawdown period could vary
depending on water year type, with longer drawdowns occurring during wet years and shorter
drawdowns during dry years.

To reduce the uncertainty regarding the length of time over which flows with high suspended
sediment concentrations would occur and potentially negatively affect aquatic resources, the
Definite Plan includes an updated approach to the drawdown at Copco Lake. This updated
approach (Option 2 summarized in Section 4.2) dewaters the reservoir via an upgraded
diversion tunnel, and no longer relies on dam notching to complete the drawdown. With the
dam notching proposed in the 2012 EIS/EIR, wet water years could have caused delays in the
notch progression. In wet years, the Contractor would need to wait for the water level to drop
below the crest to enable equipment access to the notch area to complete the next notch.
These delays can be seen in the modeling results discussed further in Section 4.5.

Relying on the diversion tunnel at Copco No. 1, rather than notching, significantly increases
the likelihood that drawdown, or at least an initial drawdown, would occur by the end of
February, thus releasing the majority of suspended sediment during that period and reducing
the likelihood of high suspended sediment concentrations after March 15. An assessment of
the extent to which a wet year effects the drawdown duration is discussed with the modeling
results in Section 4.5.

Due to the improvement of the probability of drawdown being completed within the January 1
to March 15 time period, the potential effects on downstream environmental resources by
deconstruction implementation during a wet year is considered to be similar to potential
effects in a normal water year.

With the updated drawdown approach at Copco No. 1, the probability of an increase in the
cost of deconstruction due to the occurrence of a wet year is significantly reduced because
drawdown is much less likely affected by high flows. In the proposed construction schedule,
the embankment removal at Iron Gate Dam and J.C. Boyle Dam and the concrete removal at
Copco would all start in May or June and be completed by October, months when high flows
have receded in most years. The embankment removal schedules assume that the minimum
embankment height maintained through removal willaccommodate a 0.01 chance storm plus
3 feet of freeboard in any given month. If a wet year were to delay the start of embankment or
concrete removal to July, the Contractor would increase productivity to complete the removal
on time. The cost implications of an unplanned increase in productivity will be captured by the
cost analysis included in Section 9.

Based on the discussions and analyses summarized above, the current drawdown schedule
minimizes the release of sediment during the previously identified critical times for important
species and life stages.

4.5 Reservoir Drawdown Releases
The following sections describe how the diversion facilities will be used to drawdown the

reservoirs and release sediment, the timing of the discharges, the range of discharge rates
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anticipated, the portion of discharge associated with specific structures, and the change in
reservoir elevation per day.

Copco No. 2 Dam does not impound a significant volume of sediment and would be removed
during the same year as the three larger dams. Drawdown of Copco No. 2 Reservoir would not
be necessary until after Copco No. 1 Dam has been breached to final grade. No drawdown rate
limitations would apply to the removal of Copco No. 2 Dam.

Reservoir drawdown rates at Iron Gate, Copco, and J.C. Boyle (until diversion culverts are
opened) will be limited to 5 feet per day (see Sections 3.2 and 3.3); however, the actual
drawdown rates may be less (or negative) during storm periods because of increased inflows
to the reservoirs. To provide information on the range of flows that are likely to be released
from the reservoirs during drawdown, an analysis of the reservoir drawdown for water years
1961 through 2009 was completed. The purpose of this analysis was to provide information
on the following points.

1. Anticipated discharges from each reservoir to the Klamath River in cfs associated with
reservoir drawdown operations

2. Description of structures used for reservoir drawdown operations including the flow
(cfs) anticipated for each structure during drawdown operations

3. For notching, a description of the dimensions and elevations of the notches

4. Timing of reservoir drawdown operations

5. For each reservoir, confirmation on proposed reservoir elevation change per day

The range of likely additional outflow due to reservoir drawdown is provided in Table 4.4-1. For
the modeling, the starting elevations of Iron Gate and Copco No. 1 were assumed to be at the
spillway crest on January 1.* The starting elevation at J.C. Boyle was assumed to be the
normal operating elevation on January 1.

The maximum drawdown rate is set at 5 feet per day until drained, and the minimum drawdown
rate assumes it takes 59 days to drain the reservoir (January 1 to February 28). These flows
would be in addition to the flows in the river that are released from Keno Reservoir and
contributed by tributaries. For comparison, the percent of average and maximum flows in the
Klamath River for January and February are also provided in Table 4.4-1.

For J.C. Boyle, the increase in flow to the river due to drawdown is expected to be from less
than 1% up to 8%. For Copco No. 1, the increase is expected to be between 2% and 33%, and
for Iron Gate the increase is expected to be between 3% and 23%. Note the minimum
drawdown rate would likely occur during periods with large storm events, so the increase in
flow would be closer to the 1 to 3% range during a storm event (see Column 6 in Table 4.4-1).

" Copco Lake drawdown from normal operating elevation is assumed to begin on November 1 (prior to the January 1 drawdown
process). The period from November 1 to January 1 is assumed sufficient to draw down from normal operating elevation to the
spillway crest elevation (approximately 12.5 feet) with a maximum historic drawdown of 2 feet per day. The Copco Lake modeling
starts on January 1 with the reservoir elevation at the spillway crest.
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During dry periods the reservoirs can be drawn down quicker, resulting in a larger percent
increase in flow to the river, but since the river flows are relatively small, the impacts are not
necessarily greater (see column 8 in Table 4.4-1). For comparison, the 2-year flood event at
Keno is 4,400 cfs and at Iron Gate is 6,000 cfs. The 5-year flood event at Keno is 7,000 cfs and
at Iron Gate is 10,900 cfs. Compared to these flood events, the incremental increase in flow
due to reservoir drawdown in minimal.

Table 4.5-1 Range of Release Flows from Reservoirs due to Drawdown

Minimum % of % of Maximum % of % of
Volume average Average Maximum average Average Maximum
. Depth . . . .
Reservoir (feet) (acre- release flowin Flow in release flowin Flowin
feet) flow Klamath Klamath flow Klamath Klamath
(cfs)’ River River* (cfs)? River River*
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
J.C.Boyle 41.5 2267 19 0.5% 0.1% 191 5% 1%
Copco 111.5 33724 288 8% 1% 762 22% 4%
Iron Gate 155.0 50941 435 12% 2% 810 23% 4%

T Minimum assumes 59 days to drain reservoir

Maximum assumes continuous 5 feet per day drawdown

3 Based on average release from Keno in January and February of 2,270 cfs and additional 1,261 cfs
inflow to Iron Gate

Based on maximum release from Keno in January or February of 14,300 cfs and additional 7,388 cfs
inflow to Iron Gate

2

45.1 Detailed Modeling

Detailed analysis of the drawdown was conducted using the USACE Hydrologic Engineering
Center River Analysis System (HEC-RAS) model (version 5.0.3). The model was used to
calculate flows and water levels due to the drawdown of J.C. Boyle Reservoir, Copco Lake, and
Iron Gate Reservoir. For modeling stability purposes, the Klamath River was divided into two
modeling reaches. Reach 1 covers the J.C. Boyle Reservoir and extends from approximately 1
mile upstream of J.C. Boyle Reservoir to approximately 0.4 miles downstream of J.C. Boyle
Dam. Reach 2 extends from approximately 1.5 miles upstream of Copco Lake to approximately
0.6 miles downstream of Iron Gate Dam.

The HEC-RAS model requires inputs for topography/bathymetry, inflow rates, and rating
curves for dam outlets. Input sources and data are discussed in the following sections.

4.5.1.1 Topography/Bathymetry

The cross-section bathymetry in the HEC-RAS model was generally obtained from the SRH1-
D model provided by the USBR. The data were representative of Scenario 8 in USBR (2012).
The bathymetry data extended from above J.C. Boyle to the ocean, however only the data for
the two reaches listed above were used.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
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45.1.2 Inflow Rate

Inflow data based on the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement (KBRA) flows were used as
river flows (Keno flows).*? These flows were obtained from the SRH1-D model input files (USBR
2012c). The data were compared to the measured flows at the USGS gage at Keno (gage no.
11509500, Klamath River at Keno, OR). Figure 4.4-1 compares the USGS measured data at
Keno to the SRH1-D data used in the model. As seen in the figure, the Keno flows closely
follow the measured flows at the USGS Keno gage but some of the variability has been
"smoothed" out as during non-storm periods when the Keno flows are relatively constant by
month. During large storms the Keno flows data occasionally have a sharp peak that exceeds
the USGS measured flows. These sharp peaks generally last a few days. During the winter
(January - April) when drawdown will occur, the flow frequency curve for the flows used in the
model and the measured USGS flows are very similar. The data prior to 1969 appears to be
time shifted or mislabeled by approximately 1 year.

Water years 1961 through 2009 were simulated in the model. Results are presented for six
years representative of the various conditions that could occur during construction (results
for the other years are provided in Appendix F). All simulations started on January 1 with J.C.
Boyle at normal operating elevation and Copco Lake and Iron Gate reservoirs full to the
spillway crest elevation. It is possible that during construction, water levels could be lower or
higher depending upon the hydrologic conditions that occurred in the preceding December.
The six years selected for discussion are summarized below:

e 1965: Largeststorm of record occurred between December 1964 and April 1965
(Corresponds to water year 1966 in the SRH1-D and HEC-RAS output)

e 1970: Yearsdrierthan 1970, based on ranking the maximum 15-day volume of flow
between January and May at Keno, drained by March 1

e 1973: The median year based on ranking the maximum 15-day volume of flow between
January and May at Keno

e 1979: Representative dry year

e 1986: Representative wetyear

e 2006: Representative wetyear

'2 The 2013 Joint Biological Opinion for USBR's Klamath Project (NMFS and USFWS 2013) modified the flows from the 2010
KBRA. The 2013 Joint Biological Opinion slightly increases the annual average water supply by about 9 thousand acre feet when
compared with the KBRA Flows, and it maintains higher minimum summer flows in dry years. The changes to flows in January
and February (during drawdown) are negligible. The small changes to flows in the 2013 Joint Biological Opinion will not affect the
drawdown of the reservoirs, nor the level of flows released during drawdown. NMFS and USFWS are working on a new Joint
Biological Opinion to be released in 2019, which may again alter flows released by USBR's Klamath Project.
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Figure 4.5-1 Comparison of Gaged Flows at Keno to Modeled Flows in SRH-1D
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4.5.2

J.C. Boyle Reservoir

45.2.1 Drawdown Procedure

The drawdown procedure at J.C. Boyle is summarized in the numbered list below:

1.

Reservoir drawdown would begin on January 1 of the drawdown year, by making
controlled releases through the gated spillway (crest elevation 3785.2) and the power
intake (invert elevation 3771.7). Additional discharges to the river during drawdown
using the spillway and power canal would be on the order of the values shown in Table
4.4-1 but these would be short term. Once the reservoir drawdown elevation
(dependent on base inflow) stabilizes with both the spillway and power intakes fully
open, the reservoir elevation would be held for about a week. However, because of the
minimal storage available above the power intake invert, the water level in the reservoir
would fluctuate in concert with the changing inflow. The maximum flow through the
power intake is about 2,800 cfs. About 25% of years have an average flow in January
greater than 2,800 cfs and almost 40% have a maximum flow greater than 2,800 cfs.
Flows above about 2,800 cfs will go over the spillway.

With the reservoir at the lowest possible level (depending upon inflow) using spillway
and power intake, drawdown would continue by removing the concrete stoplogs from
one 9.5- by 10-foot bay of the 2-bay diversion culvert (invert elevation 3755.2) by
blasting, if necessary.”® There is relatively little storage below the spillway crest
elevation compared to storm volumes, so the elevation will change rapidly with
changes in inflow rate. Additional drawdown releases would rapidly increase to a
maximum of about 3,000 cfs for a short duration dropping back to near the inflow value
over a period of a few hours. For reference, the 2-year and 5-year flow events
downstream of J.C. Boyle Dam are 4,736 cfs and 7,719 cfs, respectively. The reservoir
elevation would be allowed to stabilize and be held for one to two weeks to allow
dissipation of pore pressures in the embankment and the reservoir rim.

With the reservoir at the lowest possible level (depending upon inflow), drawdown
would continue by removing the concrete stoplogs from the remaining two 9.5- by
10-foot diversion culverts (invert elevation 3755.2) by blasting, if necessary.*
Additional drawdown releases would rapidly increase to a maximum of 1,000 to

2,000 cfs for a short duration dropping back to the inflow value over a period of about
an hour or less. This would provide the maximum reservoir drawdown possible prior to
removal of the dam embankment section, except for the natural drawdown resulting
from the subsequent reduction of streamflow. The reservoir drawdown should be
completed by January 310of the drawdown year, to minimize potential impacts at the
downstream dam removal sites. The potential formation of reservoir ice in January at
this site is assumed to not impact reservoir drawdown significantly during this period.
Reservoir releases at the dam would be maintained below any ice cover.

The timing of the removal of the stoplogs from either diversion culvert will take into
consideration inflow conditions with a possibility of shifting stop log removal to avoid

3 For modeling purposes, the 1% culvert is opened on January 14.
“For modeling purposes, the 2™ culvert is assumed to be opened on February 1.
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contributing additional flow during very high flow conditions. The power intake gate
would be closed once the reservoir is drawn down below the intake invert or following
removal of the stoplogs from the second bay of the diversion culvert, whichever is
earlier, and the canal would be drained through the powerhouse turbines not through
the forebay spillway.

45.2.2 Results

Figures 4.4-2 through 4.4-7 show results from the HEC-RAS analysis for the six representative
years discussed above. Because of the small size of the J.C. Boyle Reservoir, the reservoir will
refill partially or completely during a storm until dam removal is complete. The capacity of the
two diversion culverts for water levels below the spillway elevation is about 5,700 cfs. About
15% of the years are expected to have a maximum January or February flow that exceeds
5,000 cfs and will result in reservoir refilling and associated flows over the spillway.

During the representative drier years (1973 and 1979, see Figures 4.4-6 and 4.4-7), the
reservoir was easily drawn down in January, and it did not refill after that point.

During the wetter year of 2006 and 1986 (see Figures 4.4-3 and 4.4-4), the reservoir was
completely drawn down early (January to mid-February), but quickly refilled later in the year
when storms occurred. The majority of the accumulated sediment would mobilize during the
initial drawdown, and subsequent reservoir filling and drawdown is expected to cause only
moderate increases in high suspended sediment (relative to background) (USBR 2012c).

For the wettest year (1966™°, see Figure 4.4-2) the reservoir was mostly drawn down by March,
but did not completely drain until April. This is the only wet year that did not allow for complete
drawdown before March, so there is a relatively low risk of this occurring during drawdown. In

addition, it is likely that the majority of accumulated sediment was evacuated prior to March in
that year.

For all water years, any increase in peak outflows flows with drawdown compared to peak
flows without drawdown is small due to the relatively limited amount of attenuation associated
with the existing reservoir.

It is not anticipated that sediment concentrations resulting from the proposed drawdown
procedure and associated hydraulics, would differ from those previously estimated (USBR
2012c).

'3 | argest storm of record occurred between December 1964 and April 1965 in WY 1965, but due to the data shift noted in
Section 4.4.1.2, this corresponds to WY 1966 in the modeling.
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir
Water Year 1966

Reservoir Level
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Figure 4.5-2 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1966 (Wettest Year)
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir
Water Year 2006
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Figure 4.5-3 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 2006 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir

Reservoir Level
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Figure 4.5-4 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1986 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir
Water Year 1970
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Figure 4.5-5 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1970 (Above Normal Year)
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir

Reservoir Level
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Figure 4.5-6 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1973 (Normal Year)
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Drawdown Results at J.C. Boyle Reservoir

Water Year 1979
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Figure 4.5-7 J.C. Boyle Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1979 (Dry Year)
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45.3 Copco Lake

45.3.1 Drawdown Procedure

Drawdown of Copco Lake is discussed separately for the two tunnel modification options
described in Section 4.2.2.

Option 1 — Diversion Tunnel Modified to Restore Capacity and Dam Notching:
The drawdown procedure at Copco Lake for Option 1 is summarized in the numbered list
below:

1. Begin reservoir drawdown from normal operating elevation 2609.5 feet on November
Tin the year prior to the main drawdown by making controlled releases through the
gated spillway (crest elevation 2597.0) and from the modified diversion tunnel.
Continue releases to the powerhouse for power generation for as long as possible
(minimum operating elevation 2604.5), although plant shutdown on November 1 has
been assumed. Limit initial reservoir drawdown to the maximum historical drawdown
rate of about 2 feet per day. No significant sediment release is expected for this upper
range of reservoir levels and rate of drawdown.

2. Once drawdown has begun, remove spillway features using a barge mounted crane
(see Section 5.3).

3. Starting January 1 of the drawdown year, make controlled releases from the modified
diversion tunnel. Limit reservoir drawdown to a maximum of 5 feet per day to maintain
reservoir rim slope stability and to control drawdown releases from both reservoirs
upstream of Iron Gate. Due to the limited capacity of the diversion tunnel modified to
reuse the three 6-foot openings in the intake structure, the reservoir drawdown rate
and reservoir elevation would be highly dependent on reservoir inflows, with full
reservoir drawdown by March 1 not possible for about 50 percent of historical flows
between 1961 and 2008 (USBR 2012c).

4. To fully draw down the reservoir, notch the concrete dam with a series of 13 notches:
an initial 24.5-foot notch, followed by 11 18-foot deep notches (measured from
lowered dam crest to notch elevation; sequentially lowering the notches in 6 foot
increments), then a final notch of 22 feet down to the channel bed elevation. Proceed
with lowering the dam crest in 6 foot lifts as the notching progresses. Bottom width of
all notches is 8 feet. Locate the notches at the left abutment of the dam. Control
instantaneous reservoir releases and drawdown rates during notching by excavating
the notches in stages or by controlling the diversion tunnel discharge. The elevation of
the first notch would be 2572.5 ft. The elevation of the final notch would be at
elevation 2484.5 (regardless of water year) with the lowered dam crest at elevation
2518.5. Target drawing down the reservoir to RWS elevation 2486.5 (reservoir level
maintained by Copco No. 2 Dam) by March 1of the drawdown year, to minimize
downstream impacts due to sediment release. Retain Copco No. 2 Reservoir to permit
continued power generation at the Copco No. 2 powerhouse.

5. Maximum additional discharge downstream of the dam due to drawdown activities is
about 4,000 cfs immediately following opening of a notch (assuming an 18-foot-deep
notch with a bottom width of 20 feet) with the additional flow due to drawdown
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decreasing as the reservoir level drops in the notch. For reference, the 10-year, 20-
year, 50-year, and 100-year flow events downstream of Copco No. 1 are about 11,300
cfs, 13,500 cfs, 16,560 cfs, and 18,950 cfs, respectively.

Successful reservoir drawdown using Option 1 is highly dependent on successful dam
demolition and notching during January and February. There are several risks
associated with Option 1 that need to be considered:

a. Safety of construction workers operating on very narrow, steep access roads
during winter months with wet and icy conditions.

b. Weather impacts to production that are likely to be worse in the wettest years when
reservoir drawdown will rely more notching than in dry years.

c. During wet years complete drawdown may not occur until notching is complete. If
notching is delayed, drawdown will be delayed by an equal amount. *°

Option 2 — Diversion Tunnel Modified to Increase Capacity (no Dam Notching)
The drawdown procedure at Copco Lake for Option 2 is summarized in the numbered list

below:

1.

Begin reservoir drawdown from normal operating elevation 2609.5 feet on November
Tin the year prior to the main drawdown by making controlled releases through the
gated spillway (crest elevation 2597.0) and from the modified diversion tunnel.
Continue releases to the powerhouse for power generation for as long as possible
(minimum operating elevation 2604.5), although plant shutdown on November 1 has
been assumed. Limit initial reservoir drawdown to the maximum historical drawdown
rate of about 2 feet per day. No significant sediment release is expected for this upper
range of reservoir levels and rate of drawdown.

Once drawdown has begun, remove spillway features using a barge mounted crane
(see Section 5.3).

Starting January 15 of the drawdown year, make controlled releases from the new gate
structure. With Option 2, drawdown releases are delayed two weeks after drawdown
releases begin at Iron Gate Dam (January 1) to create additional reservoir capacity at
Iron Gate, " which will better handle drawdown releases from Copco Lake and help
attenuate outflows from Iron Gate Reservoir due to storms. Limit reservoir drawdown
to 5 feet per day to maintain reservoir rim slope stability and control drawdown
releases from both reservoirs upstream of Iron Gate Reservoir.

Maximum additional discharge downstream of the dam due to drawdown activities is
about 6,000 cfs when the gate is opened on January 15. During other times the
increase is generally 1,000 to 2,000 cfs. The total discharge capacity of the new gate
structure with the reservoir at the spillway crest elevation 2597.0 feet is about 16,000

'® For modeling, it was assumed a notch would be delayed if the water level was less than 1 foot below the lowered crest.
7 Without this delay, Iron Gate Reservoir would often remain full until Copco Lake is drawdown and outflows are decreasing
because the increased Copco diversion tunnel capacity is similar to the Iron Gate diversion tunnel capacity.
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cfs, but would be limited to 13,000 cfs to not cause high water levels that would impact
power production at Copco No. 2 powerhouse.

5. Forreference, the 10-year, 20-year, 50-year, and 100-year flow events downstream of
Copco No. 1 are 11,300 cfs, 13,500 cfs, 16,560 cfs, and 18,950 cfs, respectively.

45.3.2 Results

Figures 4.4-8 through 4.4-13 show the drawdown results for Copco No. 1 for both drawdown
options.

In general, Option 1 with notching performs worse than Option 2 in terms of minimizing peak
flows and drawdown duration, particularly in wet years. Therefore, it is recommended to
proceed with Option 2 for Copco No. 1 drawdown, and the remainder of the results discussion
will focus on Option 2.

During the representative dry years (1973 and 1979, see Figure 4.4-12 and 4.4-13), the
reservoir was easily drawn down before March 1, and does not refill after that point.

For Option 2during the wetter years of 1966, 2006, 1986, and 1970 (see Figures 4.4-8 and 4.4-
11), the reservoir was completely drawn down early (early to mid-February), but in some cases
partially refilled later in the year when storms occurred. The majority of the accumulated
sediment would mobilize during the initial drawdown, and subsequent reservoir filling and
drawdown is expected to cause only moderate increases in high suspended sediment (relative
to background) (USBR 2012c).

For Option 2during the wetter years of 1966, 2006, 1986, and 1970 (see Figures 4.4-8 and 4.4-
11), flows are higher than what would be expected via the spillway alone (i.e., without
drawdown), but the increases are limited to those periods when flows are below the 10-year
flood elevation. As discussed above (see Figure 4.4-1), the peak inflows used in the model are
occasionally greater than the measured USGS peak flow for that year. In those cases the peak
outflow from the reservoir during drawdown may exceed the peak flow recorded by USGS for
that year. This is due to the use of larger inflows rather than due to a significant increase in
flow in the river due to drawdown.

It is not anticipated that sediment concentrations resulting from the proposed drawdown
procedure and associated hydraulics, would differ from those previously estimated (USBR
2012c).
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-8 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1966 (Wettest Year)
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-9 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 2006 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-10 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1986 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-11 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1970 (Above Normal Year)
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-12 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1973 (Median Year)
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Drawdown Results at Copco No. 1 Reservoir
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Figure 4.5-13 Copco No. 1 Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1979 (Dry Year)
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454 Iron Gate Reservoir

45.4.1 Drawdown Procedure

Begin reservoir drawdown from normal operating elevation 2331.3 feet on January 1 of the
drawdown year by making controlled releases through the modified diversion tunnel. Limit
reservoir drawdown to a maximum of 5 feet per day to maintain reservoir rim slope stability.
Maximum additional discharge downstream of the dam due to drawdown activities is about
4,000 cfs . The total discharge capacity of the modified diversion tunnel with the reservoir at
spillway crest elevation 2331.3 is about 11,000 cfs. For reference, the 5-year flow event
downstream of Iron Gate Dam is 10,900 cfs.

45.4.2 Results

Due to their close proximity, the Iron Gate Reservoir drawdown was modeled in conjunction
with the Copco Lake drawdown. Figures 4.4-14 through 4.4-19 show results from the HEC-
RAS analysis for the six representative years. There are different results at Iron Gate Reservoir
depending on which drawdown option at Copco No. 1 Dam is chosen. References to Options
1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being
implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.

During the representative drier years (1973 and 1979, see Figures 4.4-18 and 4.4-19), the
reservoir was easily drawn down by early February, and it did not refill after that point.

During the wetter years of 2006 and 1986 (see Figures 4.4-15 and 4.4-16), the reservoir was
completely drawn down my March 1, but partially refilled later in the year when storms
occurred. The majority of the accumulated sediment would mobilize during the initial
drawdown, and subsequent reservoir filling and drawdown is expected to cause only
moderate increases in high suspended sediment (relative to background) (USBR 2012c).

For the wettest year (1966, see Figure 4.4-14) the reservoir was mostly drawn down by March
1, but did not completely drain until mid-March.

During the wetter years of 1966, 2006, 1986, and 1970 (see Figures 4.4-14 and 4.4-17), flows
are higher than what would be expected via the spillway alone (i.e., without drawdown), but the
increases are limited to those periods when flows are below the 10-year flood elevation. As
discussed above (see Figure 4.4-1), the peak inflows used in the model are occasionally
greater than the measured USGS peak flow for that year. In those cases the peak outflow from
the reservoir during drawdown may exceed the peak flow recorded by USGS for that year. This
is due to the use of larger inflows rather than due to a significant increase in flow in the river
due to drawdown.

It is not anticipated that sediment concentrations resulting from the proposed drawdown
procedure and associated hydraulics, would differ from those previously estimated (USBR
2012c).
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Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir
Water Year 1966
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.
Figure 4.5-14 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1966 (Wettest Year)
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Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.
Figure 4.5-15 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 2006 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.
Figure 4.5-16 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1986 (Wet Year)
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Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir

Water Year 1970
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.
Figure 4.5-17 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1970 (Above Normal Year)
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Water Year 1973

Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.

Figure 4.5-18 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1973 (Median Year)
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Drawdown Results at Iron Gate Reservoir
Water Year 1979
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References to Options 1 and 2 in the plots are the resulting effects at Iron Gate based on either Option 1 or 2 being implemented at Copco No. 1 Dam.
Figure 4.5-19 Iron Gate Reservoir Drawdown, Water Year 1979 (Dry Year)
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455 Downstream of Iron Gate

The response of the river flows at Seiad Valley, Orleans, and Klamath USGS gage station
locations to the flows discharged during the reservoir drawdown was analyzed. The analysis
shows that the drawdown has negligible effect on peak downstream flows during wet and
above normal years for several reasons:

e The proportion of flow contributed by the Klamath River at Iron Gate is smaller than the
flows contributed by tributaries downstream.

e The drawdown distributes the flow over a longer time span than a typical storm event and
provides attenuation in the reservoir once drawdown is underway.

e The capacity of the Iron Gate spillway, which is activated during storm events in the gage
record, is much higher (30,000 cfs and greater) than the capacity of the diversion tunnel
being used to control drawdown (11,000 cfs maximum).

For normal years (based on flow rate), the analysis showed that the drawdown can increase
flows downstream, especially when the recorded peak flow at Iron Gate is less than the
discharge capacity available during drawdown. The increase in flow in normal water years is
small compared to the flow magnitude and does not cause flows to exceed the 5-year return
interval flow at Iron Gate.

The analysis was completed using model output from the drawdown model described in
Section 4.5.1 along with the recorded gage data for the Iron Gate, Seiad Valley, Orleans, and
Klamath USGS gages and then comparing the hydrographs for the following water years:

e 1964 (normal)*®

e 1965 (wettest year on record
e 1970 (above normal)

e 1974 (above normal)

e 1980 (normal)

e 1985 (normal)

e 1986 (wet)

e 1997 (wet)

e 2000 (normal)

e 2006 (wet)

)19

The determination of wet, above normal, and normal water years was based on ranking the
annual maximum 15-day volume of flow at the Keno gage during the January to May months
for the years 1961 to 2009 (similar to the rating described in Section 4.4.1).

4.55.1 Analysis Timing

During a storm event, the worst flooding occurs during the peak flow, the highest flow in the
river channel. To understand the full effects the drawdown could have on downstream flows

'8 Water Year 1964 is model year 1965 due to the data shift described in Section 4.4.1.2.
% \Water Year 1965 is model year 1966 due to the data shift described in Section 4.4.1.2.
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and floods, it is important to understand the effects of drawdown during peak flows of the
flood events. For the analysis, the timing of the drawdown peak discharge from the model was
aligned with gage record peak recorded at the Iron Gate gage in most of the analysis years.
The alignment was done by altering the dates of the drawdown model output until the
drawdown peak flow occurred on the same day as the record peak flow. This approach was
used because future flood events could occur with timing different than in the historical gage
record, and the worst case flooding effects occur during the peak flow. It is important to
capture the effects that peak drawdown could have on the peak river flow when referring to
flooding effects.

In most of the analysis years, the annual peak flow recorded at Iron Gate occurred
concurrently with the annual peaks recorded at Seiad Valley, Orleans, and Klamath USGS
gages. In two of the normal years: 1985 and 2000, the annual peak at Iron Gate occurred
during a separate and unrelated event from the peaks recorded at Seiad Valley and
downstream. In these two years, the recorded annual peaks at Iron Gate occurred months
later. Therefore, the timing of the drawdown peak discharge from the model was aligned with
the peak recorded at Seiad Valley gage for these two years.

45.5.2 Analysis Setup

The analysis involved comparing, on a daily basis, the recorded hydrograph for each year and
each location to a synthetic hydrograph created using the drawdown model output. The daily
flows and the annual peak flows for each gage location were downloaded from the USGS
National Water Information System for the analysis years. To generate more representative
hydrographs, the recorded annual peak was substituted for the daily flow value on the day that
the peak occurred. This generated the recorded hydrograph.

The synthetic hydrographs were created as follows. For the Iron Gate USGS gage location, the
drawdown model output was used to represent the flows during drawdown. For Seiad Valley,
Orleans, and Klamath USGS gage locations, the synthetic hydrographs were created by taking
the gage record of each location subtracting the flow recorded at the Iron Gate gage on that
day and adding the flow from the drawdown model for the same day (after the date shift
described above). The recorded and synthetic hydrographs for each gage were then plotted
together to show the effect of drawdown.

45.5.3 Results

The results of the analysis are provided in Table 4.4-2 and Figures 4.4-20 to 4.4-29.

The water operations model prepared by USBR (2012) generates the input flows to the
drawdown model, but these flows are not the same as the USGS record flows (refer to Figure
4.4-1). In a number of years, the operations model has higher peak flows than occurred in the
record (analyzed water years 1965, 1986, 1997, 2000, and 2006). This is because of the way
the operations model interprets the operations rules as well as that the upstream facilities
may not have been operated according to the same rules during the record event. This
difference has an effect on the results of the analysis in this section, and needs to be
considered when reviewing the results.
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The results of the analysis show that in wet and above normal years, drawdown typically
decreases or does not change flows downstream of Iron Gate Dam. The significant percent
increases occurred in 1997 with a 10% and in 2006 with a 98% increase in flow at Iron Gate.
Water year 1997 had 2% or less increases seen further downstream at Seiad Valley and
Orleans, while in 2006 larger increases of 18% at Seiad Valley and 6% or less at Orleans and
Klamath. For 1997, the increase at Iron Gate shifts the return interval from a 20-year event up
to between a 20 and 50-year event. For 2006, the increase at Iron Gate shifts the return
interval from between a 10 and 20-year to a 50-year event, and the increase at Seiad Valley in
2006 shifts the return interval from about a 20-year event to between a 20 and 50-year event.

Rather than these increases being the result of the drawdown operation, they are an artifact of
the operations model input flows. The operations model shows significantly higher flows in
1997 and 2006 than in the record (Figure 4.4-1) with an increase at Keno of 32% and 80%,
respectively?’; this means that the increase in flows shown in this analysis is entirely or mostly
related to the larger input flows from the operations model upstream, rather than from the
effect of drawdown releases.

For normal years, the drawdown results in either a decrease or an increase in flows. Even with
the largest increases in flow at Iron Gate of 26% in 1964 and 40% in 2000, the drawdown
releases remain below a 5-year event, well within the river channel capacity. Water year 2000
is also affected by the increase in inflows from the operations model as compared to the
record, a 74% increase in 2000 at Keno. %

In all cases the percent change in flows seen at Iron Gate decreases significantly in the
downstream direction. At Orleans the largest change was a 7% increase in 2000 to a less than
2-year event, and at Klamath the largest change was a 4% increase in 2006 to an event
between a 10 and 20-year return.

% Keno 1997 record peak flow is 9,200 cfs, but the operations model has a peak of 12,188 cfs. Keno 2006 record peak flow is
7,930 cfs, while the operations model has a peak of 14,307 cfs.
2 Keno 2000 record peak flow is 4,200 cfs, while the operations model has a peak of 7,230 cfs.
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Table 4.5-2

Water Water Year

4. Reservoir Drawdown & Diversion Plan

Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam with and without Drawdown

Iron Gate Peak Flow

Seiad Valley Peak Flow

Orleans Peak Flow

Klamath Peak Flow

Year Type

With Record With With Record With With Record With With Record With

Record % Drawdown | Record % Drawdown Record % Drawdown | Record % Drawdown
Drawdown Return Drawdown Return Drawdown Return Drawdown Return
(cfs) Increase ¢ Return (cfs) Increase ¢ Return (cfs) Increase ¢ Return (cfs) Increase ¢ Return
(cfs) Interval* (cfs) Interval* (cfs) Interval* (cfs) Interval*
Interval* Interval* Interval* Interval*
1964 Normal 4,850 6,121 26% 2-yr 2-yr 20,100 21,371 6% 3-yr 3-yr 59,900 61,171 2% 2-yr 2-yr 162,000 163,271 1% 2-yr 2-yr
Wettest on

1965 Record 29,400 24,236 -18% 80-yr 40-yr 165,000 165,598 0% 150-yr 151-yr 307,000 301,836 -2% 82-yr 77-yr 557,000 557,598 0% 89-yr 90-yr
1970 ::r?:ael 14,900 15,000 1% 10-yr 10-yr 56,000 56,804 1% 11-yr 12-yr 175,000 175,804 0% 13-yr 13-yr 331,000 331,804 0% 12-yr 12-yr
1974 r?:r?r\mlsl 18,700 15,000 -20% 18-yr 10-yr 126,000 122,300 -3% 72-yr 67-yr 279,000 275,300 -1% 57-yr 55-yr 529,000 525,300 -1% 70-yr 68-yr
1980 Normal 8,580 7,004 -18% 3-yr 2-yr 41,400 40,495 -2% 7-yr 6-yr 121,000 124,706 3% 6-yr 6-yr 234,000 233,095 0% 5-yr 5-yr
1985 Normal 7,970 7,703 -3% 3-yr 3-yr 13,800 15,783 14% < 2-yr < 2-yr 64,400 66,383 3% 2-yr 2-yr 149,000 150,983 1% 2-yr 2-yr
1986 Wet 13,900 9,341 -33% 8-yr 4-yr 43,100 41,210 -4% 7-yr 6-yr 278,000 276,110 -1% 57-yr 55-yr 459,000 457,110 0% 38-yr 37-yr
1997 Wet 20,500 22,526 10% 24-yr 32-yr 117,000 119,026 2% 60-yr 62-yr 258,000 260,026 1% 43-yr 45-yr n/at nfat nfat n/at n/at
2000 Normal 5,190 7,286 40% 2-yr 3-yr 11,300 14,486 28% <2-yr <2-yr 46,800 49,986 7% 2-yr 2-yr 141,000 139,783 -1% 2-yr 2-yr
2006 Wet 12,400 24,560 98% 6-yr 42-yr 74,000 86,966 18% 20-yr 29-yr 213,000 225,160 6% 23-yr 27-yr 342,000 354,966 4% 13-yr 15-yr

¢ Flow increases in 1997, 2000, and 2006 are an artifact of the operations model input flows. The increase in flows is entirely or mostly related to larger input flows from the operations model upstream, rather than from the effect of drawdown releases.
* Return intervals are approximate whole years based on a regression of the data shown in Table 4.3-2.
T No daily data available at the Klamath gage for Water Year 1997.
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Figure 4.5-20 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1964 (Model Year 1965)
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Figure 4.5-21 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1965 (Model Year 1966)
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Figure 4.5-22 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1970 (Model Year 1970)
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Figure 4.5-23 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1974 (Model Year 1974)
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Figure 4.5-24 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1980 (Model Year 1980)
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Figure 4.5-25 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1985 (Model Year 1985)
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Figure 4.5-26 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1986 (Model Year 1986)
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Figure 4.5-27 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 1997 (Model Year 1997)
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Figure 4.5-28 Comparison of Flows Downstream of Iron Gate Dam — Water Year 2000 (Model Year 2000)
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4.6 Monitoring During Reservoir Drawdown

Iron Gate Dam and the embankment section of J.C. Boyle Dam would be monitored during
reservoir drawdown for evidence of impending embankment instability significant enough to
be indicative of upstream slope failure that would threaten the safety of the embankments.
Shallow slumps that may occur on the upstream slope would not represent a significant risk to
the safety of the embankments. Monitoring would include daily visual observations of the
upstream slope for signs of instability such as cracking or slumping. Survey monuments and a
minimum of two inclinometers installed in each embankment during the year prior to reservoir
drawdown would be monitored on a daily basis for evidence of deep failures within the
upstream shell. Piezometers would also be installed in the upstream shell (@ minimum of 2) and
the core (@ minimum of 2) of the embankments for monitoring during reservoir drawdown to
confirm that changes in pore pressure during drawdown are similar to or greater than
assumed in the analyses (See Appendix D).

Monitoring of portions of the reservoir rim at each facility, as appropriate, would include daily
visual observations for signs of instability such as cracking or slumping. Survey monuments
and inclinometers will be installed in areas of particular sensitivity (e.g., near residences and
cultural resources) and will be monitored on a daily basis for evidence of potential impending
slope failure. After drawdown, monthly visual observations will be completed for 12 months to
monitor inclinometers and look for evidence of potential impending slope failure. If no
evidence or trends showing slope instability are found after the monitoring discussed above,
no additional slope stability monitoring will be completed. Should evidence or trends of slope
movement be identified, monthly monitoring shall continue for another 12 months, and an
assessment shall be completed to determine the likelihood of slope failure and possible
mitigation measures (e.g. slope protection, property acquisition, etc.).

Monitoring during drawdown related to cultural resources is discussed in Appendix L.
4.7 Potential Measures to Implement During Reservoir Drawdown

4.7.1  Blockage of Diversion Facilities

Diversion facility failure or blockage, particularly of the Iron Gate or Copco No. 1 diversion
tunnels, during reservoir drawdown could impact the duration of drawdown. Failure modes of
the diversion Otunnels include: debris blocking the tunnel inlet, abutment instability and failure
blocking the tunnel inlet, mechanical failure of the operating gate, and tunnel collapse. To
mitigate inlet blockages, measures include installing large grates at the inlets and providing a
mechanism to clear the grates using barge mounted equipment. Depending on the severity of
the blockage or the mechanical failure, reservoir drawdown might have to be suspended and
delayed to the following year after repairs are made.

Diversion facility failure or blockage of the Iron Gate diversion tunnel during dam removal
would be a serious issue because the dam would no longer have an operable spillway.
Mitigation against this occurrence includes conservative design criteria for the modification of
the diversion tunnel to make inlet blockage, tunnel collapse, and mechanical gate failure very
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unlikely. In addition, by the time dam removal starts on June 1, the diversion tunnel will have
been in full operation for 5 months demonstrating its operability.

Diversion facility failure or blockage of the Copco No. 1 diversion tunnel during dam removal
will not prevent dam removal because flows that would have been diverted through the tunnel
would flow through notches or over the lowered dam crest. Flow over the lowered crest at
Copco No. 1 Dam would prevent access for further concrete removal; however, the lowered
crest is expected to be sufficient for overtopping flows, and does not present a safety hazard.

The project will update the existing Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) for the dams. The EAPs
describe the notification process for impending catastrophic dam failure and include flood
inundation mapping.

4.7.2  Stability of Embankments

Instability of the upstream slope of the J.C. Boyle or Iron Gate embankment during reservoir
drawdown could result in either loss of erosion protection or loss of freeboard due to a slope
failure that encompasses a portion of the dam crest. In the case of shallow slumping that
disrupts erosion protection, measures include stockpiling riprap materials during the season
prior to reservoir drawdown for repairs. Likewise in the unlikely event that a slope failure
displaces a portion of the dam crest, measures include stockpiling embankment materials for
emergency repairs of the crest of the embankments. The project will update the EAPs for the
dams. The EAPs describe the notification process for impending catastrophic dam failure and
include flood inundation mapping.

4.7.3  Stability of Reservoir Rim

When discussing reservoir rim stability during drawdown at the various reservoir locations, it
is important to differentiate between the potential for deep-seated large landslides, which
could impact residences and other resources adjacent to the rim, and shallow slides of
material beneath the current water surface, which would only impact resources within the
local limited slide footprint.

Based on the assessment included in Appendix E, the potential for deep-seated large
landslides that would impact residences or other resources is low at each reservoir. At J.C.
Boyle and Iron Gate, the potential is low enough that additional geotechnical investigations
and associated stability analyses are not anticipated during detailed design. At Copco Lake,
the geology is more complex, and additional reconnaissance and geotechnical investigations
are proposed (see Appendix E), along with associated stability analyses, to confirm the
preliminary findings.

Should additional investigation and analyses indicate that the potential for deep-seated large
landslides are more probable at any locations around Copco Lake, measures would be taken
to mitigate that potential impact. Mitigation to strengthen the slopes against instability
(flattening or reinforcing) is not practicable because of impacts to those areas from the
mitigation itself or because of the cost and uncertainty of success of the slope strengthening.
Project purchase of potentially impacted properties and residences (and subsequent
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demoilition) would be considered to mitigate the potential impact, as appropriate. Should
unanticipated rim stability issues arise during drawdown and associated monitoring (Section
4.5), adjacent residences could be evacuated while a determination is made concerning long-
term stability. If there is no feasible solution to stabilize the slope, Project purchase of
potentially impacted properties and residences (and subsequent demolition) would be
considered.

Shallow slides of existing material beneath existing reservoir water surfaces are possible
during drawdown, and existing resources within these shallow slides could be impacted. See
Section 4.8 for measures to address cultural resources that may be exposed or uncovered
during reservoir drawdown due to shallow slides.

4.7.4  Measures to Reduce Impacts to Aquatic Species

Section 7.2 and the associated Appendix H discuss measures to implement in and
downstream of the Project to reduce impacts on aquatic species listed in the federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA), California ESA, and candidate listed species.

4.8 Potential for Effects Downstream of the Project

The sections below discuss potential effects in the river channel downstream of the project,
including aggradation at tributaries, pool depths, lateral channel migration, water quality and
slope instability. For a discussion of the effects on downstream flows, see Section 4.5.5
above.

4.8.1 Previous Modeling Results and Limitations

Aggradation is expected in the reach between Iron Gate Dam and Bogus Creek because this
reach is immediately downstream of Iron Gate Dam and the relatively deep pools in this reach
will fill in with coarse sediment. This reach is artificially degraded because of the release of
sediment-depleted, clear water flows from the dam. The simulated sediment results in this
relatively short reach (0.3 miles) are somewhat unreliable because there was limited survey
data in the vicinity of the spillway and hydropower outlets and because this area only had a
few cross sections within it. The survey data did not fully capture the depth of the scour holes
downstream of the dam, so the model results are not reliable in this reach. The results starting
at Bogus Creek are more representative of the anticipated effects.

The results of the two-dimensional model were not used to quantify volumes of eroded
reservoir sediment, sediment deposition in the downstream channel, or suspended sediment
concentrations. The two-dimensional model was primarily used to help inform USBR's
revegetation plan for dam removal at Copco. USBR was interested in the general shape and
location of the river channel post dam removal and the modeled shape and location
corresponded well to the pre-dam maps. The pre-dam maps were eventually used to
determine the most likely location of the post-dam removal channel.
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4.8.2  Aggradation and Tributary Confluences

There are likely different responses for tributaries within the reservoir areas and for tributaries
downstream of the reservoir. Within the reservoirs, previously deposited reservoir sediment
may or may not be eroded during drawdown, depending upon the flows present in the
tributaries and in the Klamath. Should barriers form at these locations within the former
reservoirs, effort will be taken post-drawdown to remove the barrier and connect the tributary
(see Section 6.1.3)

At downstream tributaries, there are several different possibilities for tributary response
depending upon the relative balance of Klamath River flow, tributary flow, and sediment
concentration. There are naturally-occurring, small depositional features at most tributary
mouths along the Klamath River and having some deposition at these locations could take the
form of a partial bar rather than fully blocking the tributary mouth and is not necessarily a
negative impact.

The only scenario where deposition could fully block a tributary preventing upstream
migration would be perhaps during a high flow in the Klamath River with little to no flow in the
tributary. This is only considered a possibility for the tributaries between Iron Gate and Shasta
River. The dilution of sediment concentrations and relative flow in the tributaries downstream
of the Shasta River will prevent complete blockage of the tributary. The suggested plan for
dealing with this scenario would be to monitor the tributary mouths between Iron Gate and
Shasta River and mechanically excavate the tributary mouth if a blockage occurs after dam
removal.

4.8.3  Pool Depths

The reaches below the dams have all been unnaturally depleted of coarse and fine sediment
due to the trapping of sediment within the reservoirs. Therefore, there has very likely been
some river bed degradation and river bed lowering caused by the depletion of coarse
sediment. We do not expect, nor would we want, a return to pre-removal conditions in the
pools downstream of the dams. The pools are likely deeper and coarser than they would be
under natural sediment supply conditions. There will be an immediate filling of pools after dam
removal and an immediate fining of the river bed sediment. After one or two average floods,
most of the fine sediment will be removed from the pools and they will return to being
dominated by a coarser substrate. However, the full, pre-removal, pool depth will not be
recovered and instead it will return to a more natural pool depth. Numerical models are not
able to reliably predict the pool-riffle formation and exact depths. An estimate of the bed
material response has been provided as part of the USBR (2012) report.

A survey of the river bed downstream of Iron Gate is recommended prior to dam removal, and
every year after dam removal for the first three years. Mechanical intervention is not
recommended in the main channel of the Klamath River at any substantial scale because the
disturbance of the bed could cause more ecological impact than the sediment in the bed.
Moreover, as mentioned above, we do not believe that it is reasonable or prudent to want to
recover pre-removal pool depths downstream of the dam.
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4.8.4  Lateral Migration

Lateral migration is a natural part of all alluvial rivers and cannot be fully controlled throughout
a large river. In fact, preventing lateral migration through bank protection can degrade the
aquatic habitat of the river by causing channel bed degradation. That being said, the Klamath
River is predominantly a bedrock controlled river and naturally has very little migration and
bank erosion. USBR (2012) compared mapping of terraces to one performed by Ayres (1999)
and found very little difference in the plan form of the river over time. The risk of bank erosion
would be higher when coarse sediment and large woody debris is introduced into the channel
and deposits, which then forces the river to take a new path. An example of this process is the
Elwha dam removals where there has been several locations of bank erosion observed after
dam removal. The risk of bank erosion on the Klamath is much smaller for a variety of reasons:
there is much less coarse sediment in the reservoirs, the banks are mostly bedrock controlled,
and there is no large source of woody debris upstream of the reservoirs because of
operations at Link River and Keno Dams. For these reasons, no monitoring or adaptive
management associated with downstream lateral migration is proposed.

4.8.5  Water Quality and Suspended Sediment

USBR (2012) performed simulations for a variety of water year types, some of which result in
release of suspended sediment after March 15. And effects are discussed in that report. As
discussed above in Section 4.4, the updated approach to drawdown at Copco No. 1
significantly reduces the likelihood of a prolonged drawdown and high sediment
concentrations. Due to the low probability of a prolonged drawdown, there is minimal risk of
any associated negative effects.

4.8.6  Water Quality and Sediment Contaminants

This summary is in reference to contaminant concentration analyses in Klamath River
reservoir sediments and aquatic biota, and provides an evaluation of the results with respect
to current USACE Sediment Evaluation Framework (SEF) for the Pacific Northwest (USACE,
2016) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) screening levels (SLs). The 2012
EIS/EIR summarizes sediment and aquatic biota testing completed by Camp Dresser and
McKee (CDM) during or before 2011, a time period during which the freshwater contaminant
screening levels were being reviewed and finalized by the Northwest Regional Sediment
Evaluation Team (RSET). Although the 2009 SEF SLs and the EPA Regional Screening Levels
(RSLs) were not the only thresholds considered in the 2011 analysis and result, an
examination of previous results and conclusions with respect to the most recent SEF SLs and
RSLs is necessary to ensure current science and regulatory standards are met.

The following review of the 2011 results under the 2016 SEF SLs and compliance with a Level
2B? evaluation confirms the conclusions presented in the 2012EIS/EIR that the reservoir
sediments in each reservoir are suitable for unconfined, aquatic disposal and exposure and

2 A Level 2B assessment includes physical, chemical, biological, and other special evaluations completed to provide more
empirical evidence regarding the potential for sediment contamination in the project area to have adverse effects on receptors
(RSET 2016).
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that contamination risks are unlikely and/or are either lower than with the dams still in place
and/or lower than background levels. The marine SLs are relatively unmodified from the 2009
SEF, and the most recent freshwater SLs in the 2016 SEF are typically less protective than
standards set forth by, e.g., EPA RSLs and ODEQ Bioaccumulation Screening Level Values
(SLVs) for fish consumption. As a result, any revisions to the standards have negligible impact
on previous conclusions.

4.8.6.1 Testing Summary

To assess the risk of contamination in biota and humans from the release of reservoir
sediments, an evaluation of the sediments from each reservoir was completed in 2011 and
generally followed the tiered sediment evaluation framework presented in the 2009 SEF. The
results and conclusions are summarized in the 2012 EIS/EIR and Klamath Dam Removal
Overview Report for the Secretary of the Interior (SDOR). All steps required for a Level 2B
evaluation were conducted, and they included a review of existing information (Level 1),
screening assessment of sediment chemistry (Level 2A), bioassays and screening
assessment of elutriate chemistry (Level 2B), and an additional examination of reservoir fish
tissues. Additionally, concentrations were compared with the protective standards (i.e., low
SLs) of the EPA RSLs and ODEQ SLVs for fish consumption. The contamination risk of
concentrations in excess of the SLs was evaluated in consultation with several state and
federal agencies and with respect to several contaminant exposure pathways from the
sediments to biota and humans. The pathways included a "dams remain” option and four dam
removal options: in the water column and in deposits in terrace and banks, the river bed, and
near-shore marine environment. Additionally, values were compared with known background
values for the area.

4.8.6.2 Previous Results

Based on the screening level evaluation, the previous analysis concluded that the risk of
contamination to humans and freshwater, marine, and terrestrial biota along the four dam
removal pathways was unlikely. In all but one case, contaminant concentrations above
standards from the SLs, RSLs, or SLVs were at levels unlikely to cause adverse effects (see
SDOR Figure 4.4.9-2). The one contaminant concentration determined to cause potential
short-term minor to limited effect on freshwater biota was not a result of comparison with SEF
SLs or EPA RSLs. With the exception of nickel in J.C. Boyle and Copco No. 1 and dieldrin in J.C.
Boyle, the only contaminants reported in excess of the SEF standards were a result of the
reporting limits (RLs) of the laboratory analysis in excess of the SLs, rather than detected
concentrations of the contaminants in excess of the SLs. Exceedances based on reporting
limits, rather than detected concentrations, included several polynuclear aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHSs), phthalates, pesticides, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), but were
generally not in excess of SL2 values.

The only exceedances of the EPA RSLs were the total carcinogenic RSLs for residential soils
for arsenic and nickel in each reservoir. The EPA RSL threshold for lifetime exposure to
humans to contaminated soils in residential settings for arsenic and nickel are 0.39 and 0.38
mg/kg, respectively, and, although exceeded, the exposure durations will be sufficiently low for
exposure to be unlikely to lead to adverse effects. The results of the bioassays only indicated
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the potential for toxicity of reservoir sediments to benthic biota in J.C. Boyle reservoir, and
CDM argued that increased toxicity in a dam removal scenario is unlikely given the dilution of
the material. The lab results of contaminant testing for each reservoir are presented in EIS/EIR
Appendix C and CDM (2011) Chapter 3 and Appendices A and B.

4.8.6.3 Current Screening Limit Standards and Reassessment of Results

Previous results were reviewed with respect to minor changes in SLs since 2011 and
determined that the changes do not alter the previous conclusions. The updated SEF SLs in
the current 2016 SEF Table 6-2 are generally similar to previous iterations of SEF SLs. The
marine SLs are unchanged from the 2009 SEF with the exception of the pesticide
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT), for which the SL was increased. The freshwater SL1
values from the 2016 SEF are generally similar to and typically higher than previous values, so
the conclusions in the 20120EIS/EIR regarding SEF SLs are still valid.

We have reassessed the concentrations of the metals arsenic, chromium, nickel, and silver, for
which the 2016 SEF SLs are lower than those used by CDM. For arsenic, chromium, and nickel,
the lowest freshwater screening levels used by CDM were lower than the SEF SL1 value, so
there is no change in the samples designated as exceeding the SLs criteria. Silver was not
previously found to exceed any SLs. The standards of the EPA RSLs for the total carcinogenic
RSLs for residential soils for arsenic and nickel are more protective than the SEF values, and
the RSL values have not changed in a way that alters previous evaluations.

In the 2016 SEF, PAH SLs are defined as summed quantities rather than SLs for each
contaminant as with the previous SLs. The maximum PAH RL values from the 2011 analysis
are sufficiently low to not exceed the total PAH SL value in the 2016 SEF when summed. For
19 analytes (e.g., some PCBs, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and semi-volatile organic
compounds (SVOCs)) measured during 2009-2010, RLs were greater than SLs, so it remains
undetermined if concentrations exceed revised SLs. However, it was determined that these
contaminants were unlikely to contribute to risk of contamination, and this argument is
unaffected by any revisions to SLs. The results of the bioassays are not impacted by any new
standards or SLs.

4.8.7 Flooding and Slope Instability

The potential for significant flooding and slope instability downstream of Iron Gate Dam due to
and during reservoir drawdown activities is considered to be low. This is primarily due to the
discharge capacity of the modified Iron Gate diversion tunnel, which is equivalent to a 5-year
flood event. If the reservoir refills and spills during an event much larger than the 5-year flood
event, this larger event would cause increased downstream flows even without the drawdown
because the reservoirs are not used for flood control. For non-flood event periods, flows in the
downstream channel would not exceed a 5-year flooding event; therefore, reservoir drawdown
is not expected to cause significant erosion or subsequent slope instability. In fact, during
reservoir drawdown, Iron Gate Reservoir will actually attenuate larger flood events resulting in
lower flood discharges than would occur under existing conditions.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning 4-60



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. Reservoir Drawdown & Diversion Plan

Since drawdown will not result in significant flooding or slope instability, reconnaissance of
potentially inundated areas downstream of Iron Gate Dam is not proposed.
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7.2 Aquatic Resources

7.2.1  Klamath Population Status Updates

The following section is intended to provide recent context on trends and estimated
abundances of anadromous fish populations inhabiting the Klamath Basin downstream of Iron
Gate Dam. The information provides an update on population data presented in the 2012
EIS/R. The population review includes spring and fall run Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha), coho salmon (O. kisutch), and steelhead (O. mykiss). Most of the data presented
in this section contains the most recent 10 years of available population abundance metrics to
provide additional context to the short term trends.

7.2.1.1 Chinook Salmon

Chinook salmon that spawn upstream of the Klamath-Trinity Rivers confluence comprise the
Upper Klamath and Trinity Rivers Chinook salmon Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU).
Populations downstream of the confluence comprise the Southern Oregon /Northern
California Coastal Chinook salmon ESU. Neither of these Chinook salmon ESUs are currently
listed under the Endangered Species Act. While Chinook salmon continue to be the most
abundant salmonid species in the Klamath Basin, recent declines in Chinook salmon
populations have had widespread impacts and have led to restrictions on important
commercial, recreational, and tribal fisheries that the ESUs have historically supported.
Furthermore, recent advances in understanding of genetic structure of Chinook salmon
populations could potentially result in creation of a new ESU and may lead to the listing of
Klamath River and Trinity River spring Chinook salmon under the ESA.

7.2.1.2 Spring Chinook Salmon

Historically, runs of spring Chinook salmon in the Klamath Basin likely numbered greater than
100,000 (Moyle et al. 2017), and likely outnumbered fall-run Chinook salmon (Spier 1930,
Snyder 1931), but spring run Chinook salmon have been extirpated from a large portion of
their historical range due to lack of accessible habitats (Hamilton et al. 2005). Since the 2012
EIS/R, the remaining naturally-produced populations of Klamath River spring Chinook salmon
in the Salmon River and across the Upper Klamath and Trinity River (UKTR) ESU have
continued a precipitous decline (CDFW 2016a).

Total run size estimates from 2007-2016 (Figure 7.2-1) including both naturally and hatchery-
produced spring Chinook salmon in the Klamath River basin, including the Trinity River, have
ranged from a maximum of 35,326 in 2012 to a minimum of 8,815 in 2016, with an average of
18,817.
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Figure 7.2-1 Total run size estimates for Klamath Basin spring Chinook salmon from
2007-2016.

Only two viable naturally-spawned populations of wild spring Chinook salmon remain in the
entirety of the Klamath Basin, one in the South Fork of the Trinity River, and the other in the
Salmon River near Somes Bar, California. Summer holding pool adult counts have been
conducted on the Salmon River annually for the past 23 years to estimate the total number of
natural spring Chinook spawners available in that system. The contemporary effortincludes
snorkeling over 80 miles of the Salmon River mainstem, forks, and selected tributaries, and
involves participation from federal and state agencies, tribes, watershed councils, and
volunteers (CalTrout 2017). These counts show downward trends over time with a maximum of
1,736 spring Chinook salmon in 2011 decreasing to a low of 110 spawners in 2017. The 10-
year average is 918 spring Chinook salmon (Figure 7.2-2). The Salmon River represents the
last remaining viable natural spawning population of spring Chinook salmon in the Klamath
Basin above the confluence of the Trinity River, and the nearest population to historical habitat
upstream of Iron Gate Dam.
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Natural Spawners
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The recent 10-year average represented by the dotted red line is 918 fish.

Figure 7.2-2 Estimated natural spring Chinook salmon spawners based on summer
resting pool counts for the Salmon River from 2008-2017.

A 2013 status review of the UKTR Chinook salmon ESU conducted by NMFS in response to a
petition for listing under the Endangered Species Act concluded that spring and fall run
populations of Chinook salmon in the UKTR are included in a single ESU and that the ESU was
at a low risk of extinction at the time of that determination (Williams et al. 201 3). In their
conclusions, the Biological Review Team included several concerns with Upper Klamath
populations of spring Chinook salmon which provide additional insight into the overall status
of the populations. The Biological Review Team concluded that the relatively few populations
of spring Chinook salmon and the low number of spawners within those populations are
limited by the availability and condition of currently accessible habitat. Deficient habitat
restricts the expression of the spring run life history which typically provides diversity to the
ESU. The Biological Review Team also stated that the low numbers of spring Chinook salmon
are especially concerning given that the spring run life history was historically equal or larger
than the fall run. In addition, the Biological Review Team suggested that the consequences of
climate change may exert significant pressure on Chinook salmon populations in the UKTR
unless habitat restoration and access to higher-elevation areas is achieved (Williams et al.
2013).

Recently published research by Prince et al. (2017) contests the current UKTR ESU
configuration that defines spring and fall run Chinook salmon populations as a single ESU
based on overall genetic structure that is primarily defined by geography. This configuration
suggests that differences in premature (spring) versus mature (fall) migration timing within the
same species and geographic range are replaceable in time frames that are consistent with
conservation planning. The newly published research indicates that premature migration is
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defined by a single genetic variation that diverged approximately 15 million years ago, and that
if the premature migration life history is lost in spring Chinook salmon or summer steelhead, it
may not be replaceable for perhaps millions of years.

In November 2017, the Karuk Tribe and the Salmon River Watershed Council submitted a
petition to NMFS to either list the UKTR Chinook ESU as endangered or threatened, or to
create a new ESU for Klamath River spring Chinook salmon based on this new information.
Without restored access to historical habitats that support the spring run life history,
populations of spring Chinook salmon are expected to remain at a fraction of historical
estimates (Moyle et al. 2008). Due to exceptionally low population abundance and the spatial
distribution of existing populations being primarily located in the Salmon and Trinity rivers, it's
likely that some intervention will be necessary to re-establish spring Chinook salmon
populations in the Upper Klamath Basin (Goodman et al. 2011).

7.2.1.3 Fall Chinook Salmon

Run sizes of hatchery and naturally produced fall Chinook salmon in the Klamath Basin vary
considerably from year to year. Current estimates of spawning escapement and run size are
monitored by a combination of state, federal, and tribal agencies using a variety of methods
including redd and carcass surveys, weir counts, and mark-recapture studies. Over 300,000
fall Chinook returned to the Klamath Basin in 2012 representing the largest recorded run since
monitoring began in 1978 (CDFW 2016b). Conversely, preliminary data suggest that only
approximately 27,000 fall Chinook salmon returned to the basin in 2016, representing the
smallest run size during the same time period. The 2015 fall Chinook returns totaled
approximately 84,000 which is substantially less than the recent 10-year average of
approximately 140,000 fish (Figure 7.2-3).
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Figure 7.2-3 Total run size estimates for the fall Chinook salmon for the Klamath Basin
from 2007-2016.
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Critical stressors on natural fall run Chinook salmon populations in the basin include water
quality and quantity in the mainstem and spawning tributaries. Downstream of Iron Gate Dam,
the mainstem Klamath River undergoes seasonal changes in flows, water temperature,
dissolved oxygen, and nutrients, as well occasional blooms of Microcystis aeruginosa. During
outmigration, juvenile Chinook salmon are vulnerable to contracting disease from pathogens,
including the bacterium Flavobacterium columnare, and myxozoan parasites Parvicapsula
minibicornis and Ceratomyxa shasta (USBR and CDFG 2012).

More recent trends show that the abundance of natural spawners is also variable between
years, but have declined sharply since a large return of adult fall Chinook in 2014 (Figure 7.2-
4). Estimates of naturally spawned fall Chinook salmon are based on monitoring surveys that
include the mainstem Klamath River, the Salmon River basin, the Scott River basin, the Shasta
River basin, Bogus Creek, and miscellaneous Klamath River tributaries on and above the Yurok
Reservation (CDFW 2016b).
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Figure 7.2-4 Natural fall Chinook salmon spawner estimates in the Klamath River and
selected tributaries from 2011-2016.

In 2017, the predicted run size was estimated at approximately 12,000 natural spawners, the

lowest prediction on record, and substantially less than the 40,700 natural spawner

escapement goal. Fisheries managers closed all recreational fishing for Chinook salmon in the

Klamath and Trinity rivers for 2017 and tribal and commercial fisheries were severely

restricted as well.

7.2.1.4 Coho Salmon

Coho salmon in the Klamath Basin are a component of the Southern Oregon/Northern
California Coast (SONCC) coho salmon ESU, which was listed as federally threatened in 1997.
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All nine coho salmon populations within the Klamath basin (i.e., Upper, Middle, and Lower
Klamath River populations, Upper and Lower Trinity River populations, Scott, Shasta and
Salmon River populations, and the South Fork of the Trinity River population) have declined
relative to historical levels (NMFS 2014) some of these populations may not be viable, and all
have a moderate or high estimated extinction risk (NMFS 2016).

Estimates for the total run size of naturally and hatchery produced coho salmon for the
Klamath Basin between 2006-2015 have ranged from a high of 21,155 (2006) to a low of 1,431
(2015) (CDFW 2016c; Figure 7.2-5). Total run size estimates for 2016 and 2017 were not
available at the time of this writing.
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The dotted red line represents the recent 10-year average of 9,157 fish.

Figure 7.2-5 Total run size estimate for Klamath Basin coho salmon from 2006-2015.

Estimates of natural spawners in the Klamath River and select tributaries show the variability
between different year classes, but illustrate how weak two of the three brood year classes
have been with the exception of the 2013 brood year class (Figure 7.2-6). Estimates of
naturally spawned coho salmon are based on monitoring surveys that include the mainstem
Klamath River, the Salmon River basin, the Scott River basin, the Shasta River basin, Bogus
Creek, and miscellaneous Klamath River tributaries below the Yurok Reservation (CDFW
2016c¢).
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Figure 7.2-6 Estimates for coho salmon natural spawners in the mainstem Klamath
River and selected tributaries from 2011-2015.

Hatchery coho production at Iron Gate Hatchery provides additional context to the status of
populations within the Klamath River. The Iron Gate Hatchery coho program was initiated in
the late 1960s to mitigate for impacts resulting from the construction of Iron Gate Dam, and
currently operates to produce a program goal of 75,000 yearling coho salmon (California
Hatchery Scientific Review Group 2012). The program currently operates under a Hatchery
Genetics Management Plan finalized in 2014 to protect and conserve the genetic resources of
the Upper Klamath River coho population unit (CDFW and PacifiCorp 2014).

Adult returns to Iron Gate Hatchery between 2011 and 2015 display similar patterns to the
estimates of natural spawners, with one year class (2013) substantially stronger than the other
two year classes (Figure 7.2-7).
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Iron Gate Hatchery Returns
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Figure 7.2-7 Returns of coho salmon to the Iron Gate Hatchery from 2011-2016.

Similarly, releases of yearling coho salmon from hatchery production at Iron Gate Hatchery
between 2011-2017 have only met production goals in three out of the last seven years
(Figure 7.2-8).
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The red dotted line represents the IGH production goal of 75,000 yearling coho.
Figure 7.2-8 Yearling coho salmon releases from the Iron Gate Hatchery from 2011-2017.
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7.2.1.5 Steelhead

Klamath Basin summer and winter steelhead populations comprise the Klamath Mountain
Province ESU. In 2001, NMFS determined the Klamath River Basin steelhead were not
warranted for listing under the ESA, despite declining populations (NMFS 2001). Recent
research completed by Hodge et al. (2016) identified a total of 38 life history categories at
maturity for steelhead in the Klamath River. Klamath River steelhead populations have
declined despite having high life history diversity, a characteristic that typically increases
population stability.

Recent data on Klamath River Basin steelhead populations outside of the Trinity River are
limited. Recent trends in abundance of Klamath River steelhead populations were examined
primarily using three datasets; summer steelhead counts from the Orleans and Happy Camp
Ranger Districts on tributary streams located of U.S. Forest Service (USFS) lands; video
monitoring results from Bogus Creek and the Shasta River; and Iron Gate Hatchery returns,
although the Iron Gate Hatchery steelhead program has not operated since 2013 due to low
adult returns.

Since 1985, the Klamath Basin Collaborative Partnership has conducted summer steelhead
holding counts on tributaries located on or adjacent to lands administered by the USFS
Orleans and Happy Camp Ranger Districts in the middle Klamath River. Counts include adults
and half pounders, and are a sum of the surveys conducted on Bluff Creek, Red Cap Creek,
Camp Creek, Wooley Creek, Dillon Creek, Clear Creek, Elk Creek, Indian Creek, Thompson
Creek, Grider Creek, and other small tributaries to the Klamath River located between Aikens
Creek and Beaver Creek. Between 2006 and 2015, counts of adult and half pounder summer
steelhead have ranged from a low of 384 to a high of 1255 with a recent 10-year average of
612 (Figure 7.2-9).
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Figure 7.2-9 Summer steelhead counts on tributaries to the middle Klamath River from
2006-2015.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning 7-11



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 7. Other Project Components

Between 2011 - 2015, summer steelhead counts in tributaries on USFS administered lands
have shown a slight increase with the exception of 2012 (Figure 7.2-10). However these
summer steelhead populations likely represent only a fraction of their historical abundance
(Moyle et al. 2017), and some populations such as Salmon River summer steelhead have
declined significantly in the past several decades (Quifiones et al. 2013).
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Figure 7.2-10 Counts of holding summer steelhead on tributaries to the middle Klamath
River from 2011-2015.

While these data do not provide a basin wide estimate of abundance of summer steelhead
populations, they provide some context to the recent trends of these populations on USFS
administered lands in the middle Klamath River.

Video monitoring conducted in Bogus Creek and the Shasta and Scott rivers from 2007 to
2016 also provides context to the recent abundance of upper Klamath steelhead populations
(Figure 7.2-11). Average returns of adult steelhead counted by video were 53 (Bogus Creek),
117 (Shasta River), and 265 (Scott River) during the 10-year period (CDFW, unpublished data,
2017). However, in many years, video monitoring was terminated in December or January and
did not capture the full or peak steelhead migration period. In years where video monitoring or
a combination of video counts and SONAR counts covered the full migration period (2013 and
2016 for Bogus Creek and 2012, 2015, and 2016 for Shasta River), total steelhead counted
averaged 94 for Bogus Creek and 194 for the Shasta River (CDFW, unpublished data, 2017).
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Figure 7.2-11 Video counts of adult steelhead on Bogus Creek, Shasta River, and Scott
River from 2007-2016.

Iron Gate Hatchery has produced steelhead since the early 1960s to mitigate for Iron Gate
Dam impacts and to provide recreational fishing and harvest opportunities. Steelhead
production has varied substantially over the years, with a high of approximately 643,000
yearlings in 1970 to a low of about 11,000 yearlings in 1997. The 200,000 yearling production
goal was met in most years prior to 1991, but has not been achieved since then (California
Hatchery Scientific Review Group 2012).

Adult steelhead returns to Iron Gate Hatchery typically ranged between 1,000 to 4,000 fish
from the mid-1960s to the late 1980s. Returns declined substantially in 1990 and have
steadily declined since (CDFW 2016d). Between 2007 and 2016, adult steelhead returns have
ranged from a low of 4 (2016) to a high of 212 (2007) with a recent 10-year average of 104 fish
(Figure 7.2-12). These returns have not been adequate to meet production goals for egg take
and juvenile releases, and no steelhead have been produced at the Iron Gate Hatchery since
2012 (K. Pomeroy, CDFW, personal communication, 2017).
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Iron Gate Hatchery Returns
Adult Steelhead
2007-2016
250
200
150

« III ---------- I ] -------------------
5
‘ i B -

009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Year

Adult Steelhead

o

mmm Adult Steelhead  ===== 10-yr Average
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Figure 7.2-12 Adult steelhead returns to Iron Gate Hatchery from 2007-2016.

7.2.1.6 Summary

The Klamath River Basin historically supported robust and resilient populations spring and fall
run Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and steelhead. The remaining populations of anadromous
fish in the Klamath River are present at a fraction of their historical estimates, and have
declined significantly in abundance and viability over the last century (NMFS 2009). Most
recently, and since the development of 2012 EIS/R, these populations have continued to
experience further declines in abundance. Coho salmon are the only anadromous salmonid in
the Klamath Basin listed under the ESA, the nine coho populations in the basin continue to
decline, with most of them being at a high risk of extinction. New research published on
Chinook salmon suggests that it may be appropriate to create a separate ESU to distinguish
spring-run Chinook from fall-run Chinook in the current Upper Klamath - Trinity River ESU, and
that designation would almost assuredly place Klamath Basin spring Chinook salmon on the
endangered species list. Fall Chinook salmon runs have demonstrated great variability in year
to year run sizes over the last decade with historically large runs in 2012 and 2014, and record
low returns in 2015 and 2016. Forecasted predictions for 2017 were for even smaller returns
than the record setting low run of 2016, and have led to widespread restrictions on West
Coast fisheries. Steelhead populations show variability from year to year and are more difficult
to assess than those of coho and Chinook salmon. Some populations such as summer
steelhead populations on USFS lands appear to be relatively stable with modest increases
over the last few monitoring years, while other populations such as those in the Shasta River
and Bogus Creek continuing to decline.

7.2.2  Understanding of Fish Diseases

Fish diseases are widespread in the mainstem Klamath River during certain time periods, and
in certain years, disease prevalence has been shown to adversely affect productivity of
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Chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) and coho salmon (O. kisutch). Since 2012, researchers
have focused on developing a better understanding of the life cycle, habitat characteristics,
and effects of the myxozoan parasite Certonova shasta (previously Ceratomyxa shasta; C.
shasta), and Parviscapsula minibicornis, on anadromous salmonids. P. minibicornis and C.
shasta share the same invertebrate host, Manayunkia speciosa, and environmental variables
such as temperature and flow are expected to affect parasite abundances similarly
(Bartholomew and Foott 2010). The following document focuses on C. shasta as an indicator
of mortality as a result of myxozoan infection in the Klamath River.

7.2.2.1 Certonova Shasta

Life Cycle

The parasite C. shasta is endemic to the Klamath Basin and is assumed to have co-evolved
with the salmonid species it infects (Som et al. 2016a). The myxozoan parasite has a complex
life cycle that includes two hosts and two spore stages. Waterborne actinospores released
from the freshwater polychaete worm, M. speciosa, infect adult and juvenile salmonids and
develop into myxospores that are then released from salmonids and infect the polychaete
host.

C. shasta actinospores are released from infected polychaetes into the water column as
temperatures rise above 10°C in late March to early April (Bartholomew and Foott 2010). The
actinospores are naturally buoyant and relatively short lived (days to weeks; Bjork 2010).
Actinospores die unless they encounter a susceptible fish host. Fish become infected as the
spores attach to the gills and travel through the bloodstream to reach the intestine. C. shasta
infects the intestine of salmonids and can lead to necrosis of intestinal tissue that can be
accompanied by a severe inflammatory reaction (enteronecrosis) and mortality (Bartholomew
et al. 1989; Bartholomew et al. 2017). Myxospores develop within infected salmonids over a
period of 18-25 days and are released into the environment at or soon after fish mortality
(Benson 2014). Myxospores are denser than actinospores, allowing them to sink to the
channel bed where they are consumed by suspension-feeding polychaetes (Bartholomew and
Foott 2010). Consumption of myxospores infects polychaete worms, completing the C. shasta
life cycle (Som et al. 2016a).

Habitat

The polychaete worm M. speciosa is adapted to life as a semi-sessile benthic invertebrate and
inhabits many types of macro and microhabitats. Inhabited macrohabitats include channel
habitat such as riffle runs, pools, channel margins, and reservoir inflow zones. Identified
microhabitats include channel bed sediment, freshwater sponge, aquatic vegetation, and
periphyton (Stocking and Bartholomew 2007). Through laboratory and field studies,
researchers have concluded higher flows could directly influence the distribution of
polychaetes by restricting habitat use to stable substrates (Som et al. 2016b). However, the
mobility of M. speciosa and the species’ ability to persist after high flow events suggests M.
speciosa is capable of moving to lower velocity, stable substrate habitats to avoid high flow
effects (Alexander et al. 2014). Preliminary test results indicate that infected polychaetes are
more likely to occur within a smaller range of peak flow depths and velocities than the general
polychaete population, with infected polychaetes more associated with deeper and lower
velocity depositional habitat (Som et al. 2016b).
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7.2.2.2 Juvenile Salmonid Infection

Annual prevalence of the myxozoan parasite C. shasta has been documented in emigrating
juvenile salmon populations during spring and early summer in the Klamath River (True et al.
2016). C. shasta in out-migrating juvenile salmonids has been well-studied (True 2013; True et
al. 2013) and the processes that influence C. shasta impacts on Klamath River salmon are
increasingly understood.

C. shasta infection of juvenile salmonids causes enteronecrosis, often resulting in death. Fish
infected by C. shasta may experience enteronecrosis mortality, but are also prone to mortality
caused by other pathogens such as P. minibicornis. Enteronecrosis may also weaken juvenile
salmonids making them more susceptible to predation, and may compromise osmoregulatory
systems that are essential for successful ocean entry. C. shasta-related mortality has been
linked to population declines in fall Chinook salmon in the Klamath River (Fujiwara et al. 2011;
True et al. 2013).

C. shasta infection rates of juvenile Chinook salmon are influenced by C. shasta spore
densities, water temperature, flow rate, and juvenile salmonid residence time in areas of high
spore densities (Ray et al. 2014). Figure 7.2-13 includes a conceptual model illustrating the
variables and processes influencing C. shasta infection and juvenile salmonid mortality. C.
shasta infections generally progress to clinical enteronecrosis over a 7-18 day period,
depending on exposure and the time period fish spend in the infectious zone during their
outmigration (True 201 3). Mortality may occur between 13 days and 25 days post-exposure to
C. shasta (Bartholomew et al. 2017).
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Figure 7.2-13 A conceptual model of variables and processes influencing C. shasta
infection and mortality of juvenile Chinook salmon.
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Studies over the last decade have focused on developing a better understanding of the
parasite life cycle and the parasite's effects on juvenile salmonids in the Klamath River. Ray et
al. (2014) evaluated in situ juvenile salmonid exposure using sentinel cages. Studies found that
increasing parasite concentrations and water temperatures were positively associated with
the proportion of juvenile fish that experienced infection and mortality. Spore concentration
and water temperature were more important determinants of exposure and mortality of
juvenile Chinook and coho salmon, than was river discharge. However, high velocities (Ray and
Bartholomew 2013) and elevated flows may dilute spore densities and reduce transmission
efficiency (Ray and Bartholomew 2013). Recent low water years associated with the 201 3-
2014 drought in California provided habitat conditions more favorable to C. shasta and P.
minibicornis proliferation (True et al. 2015) compared to previous and subsequent higher flow
years. Although high flow years may disrupt polychaete habitat, elevated flows may also
redistribute polychaetes over a longer reach of the Klamath River (Bartholomew et al. 2017).

Table 7.2-1 includes a summary of juvenile Chinook salmon prevalence of infection over 10
years at the Kinsman rotary screw trap location (RM 147.6), located 45 river miles downstream
from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.8). The Kinsman trap is located between the Shasta River and the
Scott River, a reach of the Klamath River often referenced as the “infectious zone" (True et al.
2015). The general pattern of annual parasite abundance in the Klamath River downstream
from Iron Gate Dam remains relatively consistent from year to year, although the extent of the
infectious zone and the magnitude of parasite densities change seasonally and annually
(Bartholomew and Foott 2010; Bartholomew et al. 2017). Depending on river conditions (e.g.,
flow and water temperature) the infectious zone may extend from Iron Gate Dam to
downstream of Seiad Valley (True 2013; Bartholomew et al. 2017). While high run-off years
may reduce polychaete densities downstream of Iron Gate Dam, the redistribution of
polychaetes by high flows may result in the downstream relocation of C. shasta 'hot spots'
(Som et al. 2016c).

Estimates of the annual proportion of infected Chinook salmon range from 2 percent to 66
percent (Som et al. 2016a). As the release of Iron Gate Hatchery juvenile Chinook salmon
overlaps with the period of high infection potential, studies suggest that a high proportion of
the Iron Gate Hatchery Chinook salmon stock can become infected with C. shasta (Som et al.
2016a). Infected juvenile fish that experience mortality lower in the Klamath River may become
another source of myxospores to the lower Klamath River.
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Table 7.2-1 Summary of estimates of annual-level C. shasta infection prevalence for
wild and/or unknown origin juvenile Chinook salmon passing the Kinsman rotary screw
trap site (RM 147.6).

Infected Infected
. Infected .
- Prevalence of Population . Population
Year Origin . - Population .
Infection Estimate Lower Estimate Estimate Upper
Confidence Limit Confidence Limit

2005 All 0.41 0.26 0.38 0.47
2007 All 0.28 0.07 0.1 0.15
2008 All 0.6 0.43 0.51 0.58
2009 All 0.5 0.5 0.58 0.66
2010 Wild/Unknown 0.12/0.15 0.02 0.04 0.07
2011 Wwild 0.2 0.07 0.11 0.17
2012 Wild/Unknown 0.06/0.00 0.04 0.08 0.14
2013 Wild 0.18 0.03 0.06 0.09
2014 Wild 0.67 0.12 0.18 0.26
2015 Wild/Unknown 0.66/0.96 0.2 0.29 0.39

Note: The lower and upper confidence limits account for the estimation uncertainty in abundance and
weekly prevalence of infection rates.
Source: Som et al. (2016a).

7.2.2.3 Spawner Influence on Prevalence of C. shasta

Returning adult salmon are exposed to myxospores when fish enter the Klamath River in the
fall. Disease progression in adult fish is likely a function of temperature and infectious dose
(Bartholomew and Foott 2010). Because adult fish have a low infection threshold, the
prevalence of infection is high and infection rates may be high even in years of reduced
infectious zone prevalence.

Adult salmonid carcasses play an important role in the lifecycle and prevalence of C. shasta in
the infectious zone (Som et al. 2016a). Fall Chinook salmon returns to Iron Gate Hatchery and
the blockage created by Iron Gate Dam, concentrate spawners and post-spawn carcass
densities between Iron Gate Dam and the Shasta River confluence. Myxospore development
occurs predominantly in decomposed carcasses rather than in recent post-spawned adults
(Som et al. 2016a). Myxospore detection from carcasses ranges from 22 percent to 52
percent, however less than 13 percent of carcasses are significant contributors to
myxospores production (produce >500,000 spores). Based on average adult returns to in the
Shasta River to Iron Gate Dam reach, Chinook salmon carcasses potentially produce billions of
myxospores. Myxospores remain viable in the channel bed sediments through the winter and
early spring, and re-enter the water column over the winter when juvenile salmonids begin to
emerge from the gravels.
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7.2.2.4 Disease Reduction Benefits Associated with Dam Removal

Facilities removal is expected to reduce fish disease impacts to adult and juvenile salmon
especially downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Among the salmon life stages, juvenile salmon
tend to be most susceptible to P. minibicornis and C. shasta (Beeman et al. 2008). The main
factors contributing to risk of infection by C. shasta and P. minibicornis include availability of
habitat (pools, eddies, and sediment) and microhabitat characteristics (static flow and low
velocities) for the polychaete intermediate host; polychaete proximity to spawning areas;
increased planktonic food sources from Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs; water temperatures
greater than 15°C (Bartholomew and Foott 2010); and juvenile salmonid residence time in the
infectious zone (Som et al. 2016a).

Facilities removal will restore natural channel processes including channel bed scour and
sediment transport. Annual channel bed scour will disturb the habitat of the polychaete worm
that hosts C. shasta (FERC 2007). Reducing polychaete habitat will likely increase abundance
of smolts by increasing outmigration survival, particularly for juvenile coho salmon (FERC
2007).

Dam removal will also broaden the distribution of adult pre-spawn fall Chinook salmon,
reducing crowding and the concentration of disease pathogens that currently occurs in the
reach between Iron Gate Dam and the Shasta River (Som et al. 2016a). Lastly, a broader
spawning distribution will also influence the distribution of post-spawn adult carcasses that
contribute the bulk of the myxospores that enable the C. shasta life cycle within the infectious
zone. Distributing adult carcasses over a longer reach of the Klamath River corridor will reduce
myxospore densities likely leading to lower juvenile salmonid infection rates in the winter and
spring rearing period (Som et al. 2016a). However, adult spawning upstream of the Klamath
River dam sites could also expand habitat for M. speciosa and C. shasta effects. Both juvenile
outmigrants and returning adult fish could be exposed to C. shasta over longer distances with
dam removal.

In summary, water temperature and spore concentrations are positively correlated with
infection and mortality of juvenile Chinook salmon and coho salmon. High spawner carcass
concentrations downstream from Iron Gate Dam, contribute to high myxospore
concentrations and the incidence of infection of juvenile fish. The timing of juvenile Chinook
salmon from Iron Gate Hatchery and associated water temperatures may substantially
contribute to the total myxospore load in the Klamath River. High spore concentrations in the
Shasta River to Salmon River reach of the Klamath River, creates an “infectious zone" that
increases outmigrating juvenile fish exposure to C. shasta.

7.2.3  Total Maximum Daily Load Programs

There are ten US EPA approved Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) programs within the
Klamath Basin addressing multiple water quality impairments including temperature, nutrients,
dissolved oxygen, sediment, and other parameters related to biostimulatory conditions.
Programs of TMDL implementation are the direct responsibility of the California North Coast
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) and the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality (ODEQ). The strategic approach to the multiple Klamath Basin TMDLs
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includes a formal partnership between ODEQ and the Regional Water Board to treat the
Klamath Basin as an integrated aquatic ecosystem with a comprehensive program of TMDL
implementation. In addition, the Regional Water Board and ODEQ have been participatingin a
network of Indian tribes, other federal, state and local agencies, non-governmental
organizations, and private organizations throughout the Klamath Basin to implement water
quality improvement projects and a wide-range of restoration projects. This list of projects
includes hundreds if not thousands of projects throughout the Klamath Basin. Example water
quality improvement projects include: treatment wetlands, riparian restoration and protection
strategies, improved agriculture and timber harvest practices, flow enhancements, among
others.

In addition, the Klamath Basin Monitoring Program (KBMP) is coordinating the strategic water
quality status and trends monitoring of over forty-five organizations from the headwaters near
Crater Lake in Oregon to estuary at the Pacific Ocean in California. KBMP provides an
adaptive management framework for participating organizations allowing an evaluation of
water quality improvement progress throughout the basin over time.

Recent water quality trend analyses completed for tributaries into Upper Klamath Lake and at
the lake's outlet at Link River suggest declining phosphorus concentration trends in the
tributaries to Upper Klamath Lake (Walker et al. 2012; Walker et al. 2015). Extensive modelling
by USGS indicates that lake algal biomass and thus outflow algal biomass will decline relatively
rapidly in response to reductions in phosphorus loading to Upper Klamath Lake (Wherry et al.
2015). This suggests that Upper Klamath Lake is responding in a relatively short time-frame

to upper basin water quality improvements that are translated to the Klamath River below
Upper Klamath Lake. Therefore, the Upper Klamath Basin has been a focus for water quality
improvement projects to meet TMDL objectives.

Recommendations developed at the KHSA Interim Measure 10 Water Quality Improvement
Techniques Workshop called for a focus on controlling phosphorus inputs to Upper Klamath
Lake from watershed sources in the upper basin (40% reduction target consistent with ODEQ
Upper Klamath Lake TMDL). These recommendations have been identified by the Interim
Measure 11 Interim Measure Implementation Committee and incorporated into a preferred list
of projects funded with $5.4 million provided by PacifiCorp as part of the KHSA.
Implementation of the Interim Measure 11 water quality improvement projects will begin in
2018. Also in 2018, USFWS will continue support for the Klamath Basin Restoration Program
(KBRP) which provides funds for aquatic and terrestrial habitat restoration actions that provide
water quality benefits. A portion of the KBRP funds are intended to address factors such as
water quality in Keno that pose potential challenges to successful reintroduction of
anadromous fish to the upper basin.

In summary, there are many water quality improvement projects planned by state and federal
agencies and Indian tribes throughout the Klamath Basin to achieve the TMDL objectives and
thereby improve conditions for anadromous fish reintroduction. Although progress has been
made, it is uncertain when these combined efforts will result in improved biostimulatory
conditions in critical reaches (e.g., Keno Reservoir), but there is substantial commitment from
state and federal agencies and Indian tribes to ensure that the critical water quality
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improvements are completed to support the reintroduction of salmonids in the Upper Klamath
Basin.

7.2.4  Fish Passage and Water Quality at Keno Dam

The ODFW, in conjunction with the Klamath Tribes, is currently in the process of preparing an
anadromous reintroduction implementation plan for anadromous fish into the Oregon
portions of the Klamath River and its tributaries. The successful upstream passage of adult
salmon and steelhead trout that arrive at Keno Dam is an important consideration of the
implementation plan. During the initial stages of the reintroduction process, upstream migrant
fishes will be allowed to pass unimpeded through the fish ladder at Keno Dam unless water
quality conditions in Keno Reservoir exceed a predefined threshold that triggers a decision to
actively capture and haul fish upstream to a suitable location for release. Removal of
reservoirs would allow cool water tributaries (e.g. Fall, Shovel, Spencer, and Jenny creeks) and
cold water from the approximately 225 cfs Big Spring in the JC Boyle by-pass reach to
function as thermal refugia for up-migrating salmonids. These cooler water inflows will create
thermal diversity in the river in the form of intermittently-spaced patches of thermal refugia
and at times, limit the establishment of thermal barriers to upstream migration, as
documented to occur in the lower Klamath River (Logomarsino and Hetrick. 2013). Up-
migrating fish may hold in in these areas of refugia until water temperature conditions improve
to support continued up-migration. Understanding potential adult migratory fish behavior
under these conditions will help inform the need and scale of fish capture facilities at Keno
Dam.

ODFW has been actively working with PacifiCorp, USBR, and other Klamath Basin fish
managers to assess the existing fish passage and potential fish collection at Keno Dam. This
includes initiating the aspects of designing and funding the retrofitting of the existing Keno
Dam fish ladder to accommodate an adult fish collection facility. The ability to collect adult
migrants is projected to be an important component of the anadromous fish reintroduction
plan and working to secure the necessary funding for the fish collection facility, along with
operational funds, is an ODFW priority. ODFW is working with state and federal agencies to
determine funding options and has a high level of confidence the monies will be available in an
adequate timeframe to provide collection and upstream transport (if deemed necessary) of
upstream migrating adult salmon and steelhead trout. To this end ODFW convened a site
meeting of fish biologist and fish passage engineers at the Keno Dam in May of 2017. As a
follow-up to this initial site meeting, ODFW and USBR are convening a working group of fish
passage and fish collection facility experts in February of 2018 to further address the need,
scope, potential design and cost as the basis for working with potential funding sources.

7.2.5 Aquatic Resources Measures

The 2012 EIS/R included aquatic resource (AR) plans to attempt to mitigate the possible
short-term (<2 years following dam decommissioning) adverse effects of dam
decommissioning. An Aquatic Technical Work Group (ATWG) comprised of the KRRC Technical
Representative (KRRC), resource agencies, and tribal fisheries scientists was assembled in
2017 to review the previous AR measures, determine the feasibility and effectiveness of those
plans, and to provide input on refined proposed actions that would best meet the intent of the
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previous AR measures. The ATWG included fisheries scientists representing the CDFW,
ODFW, USFWS, NMFS, Yurok Tribe, Hoopa Valley Tribe, Karuk Tribe, and the Klamath Tribes.

Through a series of nine meetings with the ATWG between April 28 and August 15, 2017,
review of recent similar dam removal projects, and new scientific information developed since
the 2012 EIS/R, KRRC prepared updated AR measures proposed to be implemented as part of
the Project. These measures are subject to consultation with aquatic resource agencies and
negotiation of the final Biological Opinions for the Project.

The numbered list below summarizes the measures proposed to reduce effects to the
associated aquatic resources. The full AR work plans are located in Appendix H, and contain
additional detail on background, the latest science, and proposed measures incorporated into
the Project. Coordination with the ATWG is continuing and ongoing feedback will be used to
refine and finalize the AR measures.

1. Mainstem Spawning (AR-1)

a. Background: Short-term effects of dam decommissioning (suspended sediment
concentrations and bedload) are anticipated to result in high mortality of fall
Chinook salmon and coho salmon embryos and pre-emergent alevins within
spawning redds. Additionally, steelhead and Pacific lamprey migrating within the
mainstem Klamath River after January 1 of the drawdown year, could be directly
affected by high suspended sediment levels.

b. Project Measures: A monitoring and adaptive management plan will be
implemented to reduce Project effects on mainstem spawning. Survey and
restoration actions included in the adaptive management plan are summarized
below:

i. Atwo-part monitoring and adaptive management plan will be prepared with input
from the ATWG that monitors 1) tributary-mainstem connectivity and 2) spawning
habitat availability. Connectivity of tributary-mainstem confluences, four sites in
the Hydroelectric Reach and five sites in the 8-mile reach from Iron Gate Dam (RM
192.9) to Cottonwood Creek (184.9), will be evaluated for 2-years from the onset
of reservoir drawdown. If present, confluence obstructions will be actively
removed during the 2-year evaluation period to ensure volitional passage for
adult Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead, and Pacific lamprey.

ii. The second component of the adaptive management plan is a spawning habitat
evaluation of the Klamath River and newly accessible tributaries in the
Hydroelectric Reach. A target of 44,100 yd? of mainstem spawning gravel is
required to offset the effects to 2,100 mainstem-spawning fall Chinook salmon
redds. If mainstem spawning gravel availability is less than the target values
following reservoir drawdown, spawning gravel augmentation will be completed
in the former Klamath River reservoirs and Hydroelectric Reach between Shovel
Creek (RM 209.0) confluence and upstream end of Copco Lake (RM 208.0).

A target of 4,700 yd? of tributary spawning gravel is necessary to offset the
effects to 179 tributary-spawning steelhead redds. If tributary spawning gravel
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habitat is less than the target values following reservoir drawdown, the ATWG
will convene to prioritize additional habitat restoration actions that will be
undertaken to increase the amount of tributary habitat available to compensate
for the loss of steelhead redds in the Hydroelectric Reach and associated
tributaries (including, but not limited to Jenny Creek, Fall Creek, Shovel Creek
and Spencer Creek).

2. Outmigrating Juveniles (AR-2)

a.

Background: Short-term effects of dam decommissioning (suspended sediment
concentrations and bedload) are anticipated to result in mostly sublethal, and in
some cases lethal impacts to a portion of the juvenile Chinook salmon, coho
salmon, steelhead, and Pacific lamprey that are outmigrating from tributary
streams to the Klamath River upstream of Trinity River (RM 43.4) during late winter
and early spring of the drawdown year.

Project Measures: Surveys and measures proposed to reduce the overall effect
on outmigrating juveniles are summarized below:

In December 2018, a mainstem Klamath River seining and trapping effort will be
conducted to document the presence of overwintering juvenile coho salmonin
the middle and upper reaches of the mainstem Klamath River from approximately
the Trinity River confluence (RM 43.4) upstream to Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9).
While low numbers of coho salmon (<500) are anticipated to be encountered,
these fish will be particularly vulnerable to the effects of high suspended
sediment levels from reservoir drawdown and represent a small, but important life
history strategy in the ESA-listed coho population (T. Soto, Karuk Tribe, personal
communication, 2017). Targeted areas include low velocity backwater areas and
other high-quality rearing habitats.

The results of the 2018 sampling effort will inform a targeted seining and
trapping effort in December prior to reservoir drawdown. Through coordination
with the ATWG, salvage and relocation efforts will be done as late in the year as
possible to limit any potential impact to the redistribution of fish to off-channel
habitats. Seined and trapped juvenile coho salmon and other salmonids will be
transported to six existing constructed off-channel ponds in the middle and
upper Klamath River (potentially including, but not limited to constructed off-
channel ponds located on Seiad Creek, West Grider Creek, Camp Creek, and
Stanshaw Creek). Juvenile salmonids placed in ponds will be allowed to
volitionally move between the off-channel pond and adjacent tributary or
mainstem Klamath River. Up to 500 yearling coho salmon are anticipated to be
caught and relocated to off-channel ponds.

A monitoring and adaptive management plan will be prepared with input from the
ATWG to monitor tributary-mainstem connectivity. Tributary-mainstem
confluences, four sites in the Hydroelectric Reach and five sites in the 8-mile
reach from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) to Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9), will be
evaluated for 2-years from the onset of reservoir drawdown. If present,
confluence obstruction will be actively removed during the 2-year evaluation
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period to ensure volitional passage for juvenile Chinook salmon, coho salmon,
steelhead, and Pacific lamprey. Juvenile salmonids are expected to benefit from
dam decommissioning by restoring access to at least 13.9 miles of key tributary
rearing habitats in the Hydroelectric Reach and several recognized thermal
refugia areas including Jenny and Fall creeks.

The second component of the monitoring and adaptive management plan will
include monitoring juvenile salmonids and water quality conditions in 13 key
tributary confluences between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and the Trinity River (RM
43.4). The ATWG will convene when tributary water temperatures reach 17°C (7-
day average of the daily maximum values) and Klamath River suspended
sediment concentration exceeds 1,000 mg/L. Based on ATWG guidance, a multi-
day salvage effort for juvenile fish may be conducted at the Shasta and Scott
rivers and single day salvage efforts at each other tributary confluence area by a
4-person crew and 2 transport trucks. Salvage effort will be coordinated with the
ATWG and will reflect water quality conditions in the tributary confluences,
outmigrating juvenile salmonid numbers, and other environmental conditions as
necessary.

3. Fall Pulse Flows (AR-3)

a.

Background: Short-term effects of dam decommissioning (suspended sediment
concentrations and bedload) are anticipated to result in high mortality of fall
Chinook salmon and coho salmon embryos and pre-emergent alevins within redds.

No Additional Measures: A review of current information regarding Klamath River
fisheries and dam decommissioning effects suggests that the use of fall pulse
flows would likely be ineffective in reducing the effects of suspended sediment on
migrating and spawning salmon, steelhead, and green sturgeon. The uncertainty of
storage water availability on the mainstem Klamath River prior to reservoir
drawdown, and the natural (unregulated) hydrology of most Klamath River
tributaries make implementation and success of this measure unpredictable. The
measure may therefore be either infeasible or unnecessary to implement
depending on the meteorological conditions prior to dam decommissioning. Fall
pulse flows will not be implemented to offset the suspended sediment effects
related to the dam decommissioning.

4. Iron Gate Fish Hatchery (AR-4)

a.

Background: Short-term effects of dam decommissioning are anticipated to result
in mostly sublethal, and in some cases lethal, impacts to a portion of the juvenile
Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead, and Pacific lamprey that are outmigrating
from tributary streams to the Klamath River during late winter and early spring of
the drawdown year. Deleterious short-term effects are anticipated to be caused by
high suspended sediment levels and low dissolved oxygen levels in the Klamath
River from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) downstream to Orleans (RM 59.0). Hatchery-
produced Chinook and coho salmon juveniles that are released from Iron Gate
Hatchery into the Klamath River, could suffer high mortality if juveniles are released
during periods of high suspended sediment levels.
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b. No Additional Measures: Hatchery-reared yearling coho salmon to be released in

the spring of the drawdown year could be held at Iron Gate Hatchery or at another
facility until water quality conditions in the mainstem Klamath River improve to
sublethal levels. Based on the current Iron Gate Hatchery release schedules and
suspended sediment predictions in the Klamath River following dam
decommissioning, yearling coho salmon releases could be delayed approximately
2 weeks to avoid lethal water quality conditions. Water quality monitoring stations
established prior to reservoir drawdown would be used to determine when
conditions in the mainstem Klamath River are suitable for the release of hatchery-
reared coho salmon.

5. Pacific Lamprey (AR-5)

a.

Background: Short-term effects of the dam decommissioning are anticipated to
include high suspended sediment levels, bedload deposition, and low dissolved
oxygen concentrations, resulting in predicted high mortality for Pacific lamprey
ammocoetes located downstream from Iron Gate Dam.

No Additional Measures: The 3 km (1.8 mile) reach of the Klamath River
downstream from Iron Gate Dam was the focus of Pacific lamprey relocation efforts
in the 2012 EIS/R. When the 2012 EIS/R was written, lamprey ammocoete presence
downstream from Iron Gate Dam was unknown. Recent surveys (N. Hetrick, USFWS,
personal communication, 2017) have found very low numbers of lamprey
ammocoetes in the Klamath River between Iron Gate Dam and the Shasta River
(approximately 13 river miles). Referenced to as a “"dead zone" containing few
ammocoetes, this reach is presumably affected by flow management, poor water
quality, lack of sandy fines, and high deposition rates of organic material (Goodman
and Reid 2015). Dam removal effects to Pacific lamprey ammocoetes in the 3 km
reach downstream from Iron Gate Dam are anticipated to be minimal, and therefore,
no action is recommended for Pacific lamprey ammocoetes.

6. Sucker (AR-6)

a.

Background: Short-term effects of the dam decommissioning are anticipated to
result in mostly sublethal, and in some cases lethal impacts to Lost River and
shortnose suckers within Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs. Lost River and shortnose
suckers are lake-type suckers and are therefore not anticipated to persist in the
Klamath River following restoration of the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs to free-
flowing riverine conditions.

Project Measures: Surveys and measures proposed to reduce the overall effect
on suckers are summarized below:

Lost River and shortnose suckers will be sampled in the Klamath River and in
Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs in 2018. River sampling will be completed in
spring of 2018 and reservoir sampling will be completed in fall of 2018. The
purpose of sampling is to document the abundance and genetics of Lost River
and shortnose suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach. Sampling will include placing
trammel nets in the reservoirs (reservoir sampling) and in Klamath River
segments upstream of the reservoirs (river sampling) to determine the
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abundance. Captured fish will be marked with a passive integrated transponder
(PIT) tag, fin clipped for genetic material, measured, and released. Recaptured
fish will be used to estimate the sucker population abundance. Fin clips will be
used to determine the genetics of the sampled fish. USFWS is currently
developing genetic markers for Lost River and shortnose suckers.

ii. Adult Lost River and shortnose suckers in reservoirs downstream from Keno Dam
would be captured and relocated to isolated water bodies in the Klamath Basin.
The proposed relocation of rescued suckers to isolated waterbodies is to ensure
hybridized suckers do not mix with sucker populations designated as recovery
populations in Upper Klamath Lake. An estimated 21 days will be required for
sampling, and 14 days will be required for salvage and release efforts. We
anticipate salvaging and translocating 100 Lost River and 100 shortnose suckers
from each of the three Klamath River reservoirs (600 fish total). The number of
translocated fish will not exceed 3,000 fish, which is the capacity of the currently
identified recipient waterbody (Tule Lake). The salvage effort will likely translocate
less than 10 percent of the sucker populations in the respective reservoirs.

7. Freshwater Mussels (AR-7)

a. Background: Freshwater mussels in the Hydroelectric Reach and in the Klamath
River downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) are anticipated to experience
deleterious effects during dam decommissioning due to high suspended sediment
levels, bedload movement, and low dissolved oxygen concentrations for extended
time periods. Freshwater mussels are sedentary, long-lived, and are typically found
in areas of the channel characterized by stable bed conditions and low hydraulic
forces.

b. Project Measures: Proposed surveys and other measures proposed to reduce the
overall effect on freshwater mussels are summarized below:

i. Areconnaissance effort will be completed in 2018 to assess the distribution and
density of freshwater mussels in the 8 mile-long bedload deposition reach from
Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) downstream to the Cottonwood Creek confluence (RM
184.9). The reconnaissance will confirm mussel beds identified in the 2007-2010
surveys and estimate abundance at a subset of the mussel beds in the reach.
Habitat conditions from the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0) to
Keno Dam (RM 238.2) will also be evaluated during 2018 to determine the habitat
availability and capacity for translocated mussels.

ii. Based on the reconnaissance, a portion of the freshwater mussels located
between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9) will be
salvaged and relocated to reduce dam decommissioning effects to the mussel
community. Mussel surveys are estimated to take 5 days and the salvage and
translocation effort will take 10 days. The percentage of the existing mussel beds
that will be salvaged and translocated is predicated on the available habitat in the
Klamath River between Keno Dam (RM 238.2) and the upstream extent of J.C.
Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0), and the abundance of mussels between Iron Gate
Dam (RM 192.9) and Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9). Approximately 15,000 to
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20,000 mussels are planned for translocation. The proposed number of
translocated mussels is likely less than 10 percent of freshwater mussels in the
mainstem Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach and downstream from Iron
Gate Dam.
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8. Mitigation Measures

As summarized in Section 7.1 and Table 7.1-1, a number of previously identified Project
mitigation measures have been incorporated into the Project itself, to reduce impacts to
environmental resources. In many cases, those measures were refined from the previously
documented version (USBR 2012b and USBR and CDFW 2012), prior to their inclusion in this
report as Project measures or activities. Where measures have been refined, a rationale for
the change has been provided.

A number of previously identified Project mitigation measures are proposed to remain as
mitigation, although incorporation into the pending SWRCB CEQA EIR would be a function of
ongoing impact assessments and determinations by the CEQA lead agency (SWRCB). The
following sections provide a description of each of the proposed mitigation measures. In
some cases, those measures were refined from the previously documented measure, prior to
their inclusion in this report as Project mitigation measures. Where measures have been
refined, a rationale for the change has been provided below.

8.1 Supplemental Information Report Overview

The KBRA was terminated in December 2015, after the completion of the 2012 EIS/R, which
considered the KBRA in many aspects of the resource evaluations. In 2016, USBR developed
the Draft Klamath Facilities Removal EIS/EIR Supplemental Information Report (SIR) to
reexamine the 2012 EIS/EIR in light of new information, including updated regulations and
data, amendments to the KHSA, the issuance of the 2013 BiOp for operations of USBR's
Klamath Project, and the termination of the KBRA. The draft SIR was not finalized before the
Federal lead agency changed from USBR to FERC and was, therefore, not published by USBR
as a final report. However, the KRRC has reviewed the draft SIR in detail and concurs with its
conclusions on changes to impacts, particularly those related to the termination of the KBRA.
A summary of the draft SIR findings is provided below. The full reevaluation of the 2012
EIS/EIR is provided in Appendix Q.

The draft SIR found that there would be:

e Arrelatively small change to the river flows presented in the 2012 EIS/EIR

¢ Achange in the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) process

o Improved socioeconomic and environmental justice conditions

¢ Some changes in cumulative actions

e The termination of the KBRA would lessen the improvements to water quality, aquatic
resources (fisheries), resources traditionally used by the tribes, and agricultural and forest
resources, but would not change the overall impact conclusions made in the 2012 EIS/R.

The report concluded that

“... no significant new circumstances or release of information relevant to the
Proposed Action or any of the environmental impacts addressed in the Klamath
Facilities Removal Final EIS/EIR have occurred since completion of the
document in December 2012. It is the opinion of the interdisciplinary technical
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team that performed the reexamination that a supplemental EIS/EIR is not
warranted or required.”

8.1.1 River Flows

The expiration of the KBRA and the issuance of the 2013 BiOp resulted in a relatively slight
change to the flows presented in the 2012 EIS/EIR. Compared to the KBRA flows, flows
included in the 2013 BiOp would decrease by 21 cfs (1.5 percent) below Keno Dam and
increase by 12 cfs (about one percent) below Iron Gate, on an average annual basis. The 2013
BiOp flows differ more on a monthly basis than annually, when compared to the KBRA flows;
these changes were made primarily to support ESA listed Coho salmon below Iron Gate Dam.
Fall months require about 216 cfs more flow, while summer months (June to August) require
about 114 cfs less flow over most water year types. The BiOp also maintains higher minimum
flows (76 cfs, 9 percent greater) in July and August. These changes in flow requirements and
availability were determined to have little to no impact on the conclusions made in the 2012
EIS/EIR on hydrology-related resources, including water quality, flood hydrology, water
supply/water rights, and aquatic resources. The greater fall flows prescribed by the 2013 BiOp
will likely provide greater benefits to all anadromous fish species below Iron Gate Dam prior to
dam removal and above and below Iron Gate Dam following dam removal.

8.1.2 NHPA Process

Due to the change in NEPA federal lead agency from USBR to FERC, the NHPA process was
changed. FERC is now responsible for fulfilling the requirements under Section 106 of the
NHPA, including but not limited to the continuation of tribal consultation. However, the
mitigation measures and agreement by Tribal Preservation Officers, State Preservation
Officers, and federal agencies would still be required to resolve adverse effects (as suggested
inthe 2012 EIS/EIR). Appendix L contains an update on the Project plan for cultural
resources.

8.1.3 Socioeconomics

Updated economic data has been made available since the completion of the 2012 EIS/EIR.
The draft SIR provided the updated economics for counties surrounding the four dams.
Unemployment rates decreased and total personal income increased in some counties, while
others were only slightly changed. Therefore, the SIR suggested that improved or similar
conditions exist in the regional economy, compared to the 2009 economic data used in the
2012 EIS/EIR, which suggests that the analysis included in the 2012 EIS/EIR related to loss of
jobs and loss of tax revenue is still applicable and that the impacts enumerated in the
economic analysis for loss of dam operation and maintenance activities at the hydrologic
facilities, reservoir recreation, decrease in property values near the reservoirs, and loss of
local government revenues can now be more readily absorbed by the regional economy. The
economic gains from construction jobs related to dam removal and mitigation remain
beneficial to the same extent as described in the 2012 EIS/EIR. Although the socioeconomic
base for dam removal has improved, the specific impacts related to dam removal have not
changed. The improvement to the regional economy also improves socioeconomic conditions
related to environmental justice in the area. However, the termination of the KBRA would slow
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the realization of environmental justice benefits primarily accruing to the Basin Indian tribes,
as presented in the 2012 EIS/EIR because improvements to fisheries and water quality would
occur more slowly in the absence of the KBRA. Furthermore, benefits to commercial fishing
and in-river fishing would remain beneficial despite the expiration of the KBRA reducing the
fish focused restoration and reintroduction actions planned for the upper basins.

8.1.4  Water Availability

Overall, there is an upward trend in water availability for fisheries following dam removal. Flows
presented in the 2013 BiOp are similar to those included in the 2012 EIS/EIR (KBRA flows),
differing by up to 12 percent on an average annual basis. However, there are other changes
that have been made since the 2012 EIS/EIR that could affect the availability of water for
release to the Klamath River, including the items following.

8.1.4.1 Groundwater Pumping in the Upper Klamath Basin

Programs enacted since the 2012 EIS/R suggest that groundwater pumping is decreasing or
stabilizing. The KBRA and its predecessor agreements included provisions that allowed
Klamath Project irrigators to forego receiving Klamath River water for a cash payment but also
allowed for substituting surface water with groundwater supply. Until December 2015 this
program was managed by the Klamath Water and Power Authority (KWAPA) under the Water
User Mitigation Program (WUMP). KWAPA was terminated as an agency in March 31, 2016. In
California, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act will require the sustainable
management of groundwater supplies on a basin level. The Klamath Project Tule Irrigation
District is leading this effort for the California portion of the Upper Klamath Basin, but
generally this portion of the Upper Klamath Basin is not in a state of overdraft. In Oregon, the
completion of the Klamath River Basin Adjudication (discussed below) since the 2012 EIS/R
now allows the Klamath Tribes to “call” on both surface water diversion and groundwater
pumping used for irrigation in the tributaries above Upper Klamath Lake (Sprague, Williamson
and Wood rivers) to provide greater instream flow during certain times of the year. Greater
surface water flows directly benefit Upper Klamath Lake water levels and indirectly provide
additional storage for releases downstream of Link River Dam. Programs enacted since 2012
have either kept surface water in the streams or curtailed groundwater pumping, resulting in
greater groundwater discharge to streams to support fisheries.

8.1.4.2 Retirement of Irrigated Agriculture Lands

The KBRA included the concept of retiring agricultural lands by compensating willing irrigators
to increase water availability in the Klamath Basin. Since the termination of the KBRA, and its
voluntary Water Use Retirement Program, some lands have been retired but not to the level
envisioned in the 2012 EIS/EIR, suggesting there would be less water available within the
basin. In 2014, the Upper Klamath Basin Comprehensive Agreement (UKBCA) was signed and
contained a detailed approach for ensuring up to 30,000 acre-feet of additional water entering
Upper Klamath Lake on an average annual basis, primarily through water use retirements in its
Water Use Program. The final Water Use Program ledger recorded 5, 278 acre-feet of
increased instream flows (Klamath Basin Coordinating Council, undated). The UKBCA is still in
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effect, and advocates for the program are seeking Federal legislation and funding for the
program'’s continuation.

8.1.4.3 Improvements in Estimating Evapotranspiration from Wetlands around Upper Klamath
Lake

In 2013, a report was written that further examined evapotranspiration from wetlands and
other open-water sites near Upper Klamath Lake (Stannard et al. 2013). This report
documented the efforts taken to increase the understanding of evapotranspiration, including
the monitoring of evapotranspiration and the measurements made from May 2008 through
September 2010. A three-year annual wetland evapotranspiration value for the wetlands was
estimated to be 0.938 meters per year, approximately 22 percent lower than the three-year
estimate for the lake (1.145 meters per year). The findings in this report did not greatly differ
from those in previous studies. Therefore, it is not anticipated that these improvements in
estimating evapotranspiration from the wetlands around Upper Klamath Lake would be a
significant factor for changes in water availability in the Klamath Basin.

8.1.4.4 Changes in Klamath Irrigation Project operation

The Klamath Irrigation Project is currently operating in accordance with the 2013 BiOp under
which USBR uses the monthly 50 percent exceedance inflow forecasts from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service as the basis for Project operations with respect to the Upper
Klamath Lake and the Klamath River during the spring-summer irrigation season (USBR 2017).
The project also operates consistent with the March 24, 2017 Court Order (Case 3:16-cv-
04294-WHO), which requires it to hold up to 50,000 acre-feet of reserve water between April 1
and July 15, 2017 to be used, if necessary, for potential salmonid disease issues in the
Klamath River downstream of Iron Gate Dam. In addition to the 2013 BiOp and the Court Order,
operation of the project is subject to tribal trust obligations. As discussed in Section 8.1.1,
prescribed flows under the 2013 BiOp are not substantially different from flows developed
under the KBRA (flows used in the 2012 EIS/EIR).

8.1.4.5 Changes in Lewiston Dam Operations

Since the 2012 EIS/EIR, USBR has operated Lewiston Dam to make cold-water releases into
the Trinity River and lower Klamath River, below the confluence with the Trinity River, in late-
summer/early-fall to reduce the overall water temperature and the risk of fish disease. In 2016
the Hoopa Valley Tribe requested USBR release not less than 50,000 acre-feet of water from
Lewiston Dam to improve fishery conditions in Trinity River and lower Klamath River. The 2016
Environmental Assessment on flow augmentation from Lewiston Dam (USBR 2016) provided
that the requests made of USBR in 2016 to supplement flows in the Trinity River downstream
of Lewiston Dam and lower Klamath River below the confluence with the Trinity River was
included in the proviso in the Trinity River Division Central Valley Project Act of 1955.
Therefore, USBR is to provide additional cold-water releases (50,000 acre-feet) from the
Trinity River at Lewiston Dam, "if warranted by deteriorating environmental conditions,” to
support Hoopa Valley and Yurok tribal fisheries.
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8.1.4.6 Oregon Water Resources Department’s Completion of Phase One of the Klamath River
Basin Adjudication of Water Rights in the Klamath Basin

The Oregon Water Resources Department completed Phase One of the Klamath River Basin
Adjudication of water rights in the Klamath Basin in 201 3. Phase Two allows for the claimants
or contestants who dispute the determination of their claims or contests the opportunity to
file exceptions with the Klamath County Circuit Court. The Court will then review the
exceptions and issue a water rights decree that would affirm or modify the Final Order of
Determination. The Final Order of Determination included the recognition of most of the active
Klamath River Basin Adjudication claims. The key finding in the Final Order of Determination
was that the most senior claims in the Klamath River Basin Adjudication are held by the United
States in trust for the Klamath Tribes (Oregon Water Resources Department 2013). These
claims have a priority date of "time immemorial” and have been recognized for the Upper
Klamath Lake and certain reaches of its major tributaries. With the most senior claim to waters
in the Upper Klamath Lake, the Klamath Tribes have the right to make a “call” on the water,
ensuring it remains in the Klamath River tributary streams to support fish, especially in dry
years. This could have a major effect on water availability in the Klamath River and result in the
reduction of irrigation water supplies.
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8.11 Iron Gate Fish Hatchery

The Iron Gate fish hatchery (IGH) facilities are part of the Lower Klamath Project, and
modifications or improvements to infrastructure and operation are included to mitigate the
Project's impacts to the IGH facility intake and collection facility. Originally created as
mitigation for the dam blockage of fish passage, the hatchery's original purpose will go away
after the dams and associated passage barriers are removed. The Project will remove all four
dams and restore volitional fish passage through the Project river reach, in addition to creating
new fish habitat within the restored river and floodplain.

The existing IGH water intake will be affected by the drawdown of Iron Gate Reservoir and
subsequent removal of the dam and hydropower infrastructure, and the existing fish collection
system (ladder, trap, spawning building, aeration tower, and holding ponds) will be demolished
as part of the dam removal.

8.11.1 Existing IGH Facility and Operations

The IGH spawning/trapping facility was constructed in 1962 with additional facilities added in
1966 where it is located approximately > mile downstream of Iron Gate Dam, adjacent to the
Bogus Creek tributary. The main hatchery complex includes an office, incubator building,
rearing/raceway ponds, fish ladder with trap, settling ponds, visitor information center, and
four employee residences (see Figure 8.11-1). The collection facility is located at Iron Gate
dam and includes a fish ladder consisting of 20 ten-foot weir-pools that terminates in a trap, a
spawning building and six 30-foot circular holding ponds.

The IGH operates with a gravity fed, flow-through system that has five discharge points into
the Klamath River. The IGH obtains its water supply from Iron Gate Reservoir. Two subsurface
influent points at a depth of seventeen feet and seventy feet deliver water to IGH. Up to 50 cfs
is diverted from the Iron Gate Reservoir to supply the 32 raceways and fish ladder.

The spawning facility discharges through the main ladder, and steelhead return line. An
overflow line drains excess water from the aeration tower. The hatchery facility also has a
discharge at the tail race that supplies the auxiliary ladder or fish discharge pipe, and two flow-
through settling ponds for hatchery effluent treatment which converge to a single discharge
point.

The hatchery produces Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, and coho salmon. Annual average
production since 2001 includes approximately 5.1 million Chinook, 80,000 steelhead, and
76,000 coho, although no steelhead have been produced since 2012 (CDFW, 2017),

The hatchery is operated by the CDFW. Per the license, eighty percent of operations and
maintenance costs are required to be funded by PacifiCorp, but PacifiCorp currently funds
100 percent of those costs pursuant to the KHSA.
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Figure 8.11-1 Iron Gate Hatchery

As mentioned above, as part of the dam removal Project, the existing fish collection facility
located at the toe of Iron Gate Dam will be demolished.

Due to the reservoir drawdown and subsequent dam removal, the existing water supply intake
will become unusable, as its elevation will be above the water level post-draw down and high
suspended sediment concentrations during drawdown. The water supply intake and
associated infrastructure will be demolished along with the dam and hydropower facilities.

8.11.2 Existing Fall Creek Hatchery

The Fall Creek Hatchery (FCH) was built in 1919 by the California Oregon Power Company as
compensation for lost of spawning grounds due to the construction of Copco No.1 Dam. Six
of the original rearing ponds remain (two above Copco road and four below the road). These
ponds were last used from 1979 through 2003 to raise 180,000 Chinook salmon yearlings
which were released into the Klamath River at Iron Gate Hatchery. Although the raceways
remain and CDFW continues to run water through them, they have not produced fish since
2003 when all mitigation fish production was moved to IGH. The facility has retained its water
rights but would need substantial renovation to become operational.
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8.11.3 Project Description

The proposed Project includes some level of continued operation of the IGH and reopening of
the FCH to maintain a level of fish production during drawdown and for eight years following
dam decommissioning. Meeting the current fish production mitigation goals shown in Table
8.11-1 will not be possible due to the absence of sufficient year-round cold-water supply for
coho and Chinook yearling production following dam removal. For this reason, NMFS and
CDFW have developed a hatchery plan that involves the use of both IGH and FCH to produce
the revised fish production recommendations listed in Table 8.11-1. This Project proposes to
implement that plan in order to mitigate the impact to the existing IGH operations.

As a state and federally listed species in the Klamath River, coho production is the highest
priority for NMFS and CDFW, followed by Chinook salmon, which support tribal, sport, and
commercial fisheries. Steelhead production is the lowest priority. Due to limited available
water and rearing capacity to meet Chinook yearling mitigation goals, and recent low
steelhead returns, NMFS and CDFW have recommended that steelhead production be
discontinued. Recommended fish production is shown in Table 8.11-1.

Table 8.11-1 Comparison of Previous Mitigation Goals and Revised NMFS/CDFW
Production Recommendation

Coho Yearlings 75,000 75,000 at FCH
Chinook Yearlings 900,000 115,000 at FCH
Chinook Smolts 5,100,000 2,360,000 at FCH
1,040,000 at IGH
Steelhead 200,000 0

Source: NOAA Fisheries and CDFW Technical Staff Recommendation for Klamath River Hatchery Operations in
California Post-Dam Removal, December 19, 2017.

The following assumptions are applicable to the NMFS/CDFW production recommendations:

o Hatchery production related to this Project at IGH and FCH will be limited to the eight
years following dam removal.

e IGH and FCH must be operational prior to drawdown per the KHSA (KHSA 2016, Section
7.6.6.B).

¢ Implementation of the KHSA and other actions taken as part of the Klamath Dam
Decommissioning project are considered consistent with the North Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board (NRWQCB) “Policy in Support of Restoration in the North
Coast Region.” NRWQCB Resolution No.'s R1-2015-0001 and R1-2015-0004 in
combination are referred to as the “Restoration Policy”.

e CDFW will employ Best Management Practices to minimize discharge at IGH and FCH.
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8.11.3.1 Improvements at IGH

Required water supply to the IGH following dam removal for adult holding and spawning, egg
rearing, and approximately 1 million smolts (one raceway) is estimated at 5.5 cfs. Water use
efficiency improvements such as water aeration will be evaluated and implemented to reduce
water use to the extent feasible. CDFW has proposed using a riparian water right on Bogus
Creek to supply IGH. Water diversion from Bogus Creek will be used to operate the IGH
hatchery incubation building, one 200-foot adult holding pond, one 400-foot raceway, and the
auxiliary fish ladder. Specific diversion rates are as follows:

e 1.5 cfs October through April for the hatchery building
e 2 cfs October through February for one adult holding pond
o 2 cfs End of November through June 15 for a rearing raceway (with mid-pond aeration)

To utilize Bogus Creek water, a pump station and fish screen would be needed on the creek to
lift the water approximately 20 vertical feet to the hatchery.

Since the existing fish collection system at Iron Gate Dam will be demolished, it will be
necessary to replace the function of this facility. An auxiliary trap and ladder system is
currently located at the main IGH facility (see Figure 8.11-1), and will be utilized as the primary
capture facility post-drawdown with some improvements such as additional flow and
structural modifications to enhance the flow characteristics. Water supply to the auxiliary
ladder will come from operational raceways. An existing raceway at the IGH will be modified by
deepening for adult holding.

8.11.3.2 Improvements at FCH

FCH would be reopened with new and/or upgraded facilities for raising coho salmon and
Chinook salmon within the existing facility footprint and an area adjacent to the upper
raceways (see Figures 8.11-2 and 8.11-3). Circular settling tanks would be installed adjacent
to the upper raceways with associated plumbing. Care will be taken to locate the circular
tanks and associated infrastructure outside of any sensitive cultural resources in the area.

The existing raceways would be refurbished and other infrastructure would be upgraded.
Existing developed or disturbed areas nearby will be used for operations (e.g., vehicle parking,
pertinent buildings, tagging trailer, etc.). Non-consumptive water diversion from Fall Creek will
support hatchery operations and will be returned to the creek, minimizing adverse effects to
Fall Creek aquatic resources. Specific assumptions for FCH include:

e FCH production associated with this Project will extend eight years following dam removal

e Upto 10 cfs of flow would be diverted from the existing Fall Creek Diversion below the
City of Yreka's intake using CDFW's existing water rights license and PacifiCorp's pre-
1914 water right. This intake would require construction of a new fish screen.

e During shutdown of PacifiCorp’s Fall Creek Powerhouse, diversion at the City of Yreka's B-
diversion off Fall Creek would provide sufficient flow for hatchery operations.

e A new pump station would be required for operations of the circular tanks and gravity
feed would be used for existing raceways.
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The precise footprint necessary for operations, including associated activities, has not yet
been determined but would be contained in the area noted on Figures 8.11-2 and 8.11-3.
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Figure 8.11-3 Photo of proposed location for circular tanks adjacent to upper raceways
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Executive Summary

The Klamath River Renewal Corporation (KRRC) convened an Aquatic Technical Work Group
(ATWG) comprised of agency and tribal fisheries scientists to review the aquatic resource (AR)
mitigation measures included in the Klamath Facilities Removal Final EIS/EIR (2012 EIS/R; U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFW) 2012),
determine the appropriateness of the 2012 AR measures, and develop updated AR measures
in accordance with ATWG input.

Through a series of nine meetings with the ATWG between April 28 and August 15, 2017,
review of recent similar dam removal projects, and new scientific information that has been
developed since the 2012 EIS/R, updated AR measures are proposed to be implemented as
part of the Project.

The proposed AR measures include:

AR-1 Mainstem Spawning — A monitoring and adaptive management plan will be developed
and implemented to offset reservoir drawdown effects on mainstem spawning of anadromous
salmonids and Pacific lamprey. Tributary-Klamath River confluences in the Hydroelectric
Reach (i.e., the Klamath River and tributaries from Iron Gate Dam [RM 192.9] to the upstream
extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir [RM 233.0]) and in the Iron Gate Dam to Cottonwood Creek (RM
184.9) reach will be monitored for 2 years post-dam decommissioning to ensure fish passage
between tributaries and the Klamath River. Obstructions will be removed to restore volitional
passage between the Klamath River and tributaries. A spawning habitat evaluation will also be
completed on the Klamath River and four tributaries in the Hydroelectric Reach. If spawning
habitat post-reservoir drawdown does not meet target metrics, spawning gravel
augmentation on the mainstem and four Hydroelectric Reach tributaries will be completed.

AR-2 Outmigrating Juveniles - To offset reservoir drawdown effects on outmigrating juvenile
anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey, a sampling, salvage, and relocation effort will be
completed to relocate juvenile salmonids, particularly yearling coho salmon, from the Klamath
River between Iron Gate Dam and the Trinity River confluence during the fall prior to reservoir
drawdown. Through coordination with the ATWG, salvage and relocation efforts will be done
as late in the year as possible to limit any potential impact to the redistribution of fish to off-
channel habitats. An adaptive management plan will also be developed to assess and restore
tributary-mainstem connectivity in the Hydroelectric Reach and the 8-mile reach from Iron
Gate Dam downstream to Cottonwood Creek. The second component of the monitoring and
adaptive management plan will include monitoring water quality conditions at 13 key tributary
confluences. The ATWG will convene when tributary water temperatures reach 17°C (7-day
average of the daily maximum values) and Klamath River suspended sediment concentration
exceeds 1,000 mg/L. Based on ATWG guidance, a multi-day salvage effort for juvenile fish may
be conducted at the Shasta and Scott rivers and single day salvage efforts at each other
tributary confluence area by a 4-person crew and 2 transport trucks. Salvage effort will be
coordinated with the ATWG and will reflect water quality conditions in the tributary
confluences, outmigrating juvenile salmonid numbers, and other environmental conditions as
necessary.
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AR-3 Fall Pulse Flows - Increasing flows during the fall prior to reservoir drawdown was
intended to promote Chinook salmon and coho salmon migration into spawning tributaries to
reduce the effect of reservoir drawdown on spawning grounds. Due to water availability
uncertainty and typical fall flows, the use of fall pulse flows would likely be ineffective in
reducing the effects of suspended sediment on migrating and spawning salmon, steelhead,
and green sturgeon.

AR-4 Iron Gate Fish Hatchery - To reduce the number of hatchery-reared juvenile coho
salmon exposed to high suspended sediment levels, coho salmon will be released from Iron
Gate Hatchery into the Klamath River 2 weeks later than the typical release schedule. Water
quality monitoring stations established prior to reservoir drawdown will be used to determine
when conditions in the mainstem Klamath River are suitable for the release of hatchery-reared
coho salmon.

AR-5 Pacific Lamprey — The 3 km reach of the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam
was proposed for Pacific lamprey ammocoete salvage and relocation in the 2012 EIS/R.
Recent surveys have found very low ammocoete abundances between Iron Gate Dam (RM
192.9) and the Shasta River confluence (RM 179.3). Based on the assessment completed by
KRRC and reviewed by ATWG, dam removal effects to Pacific lamprey ammocoetes in the 3
km reach downstream from Iron Gate Dam are anticipated to be minimal, and therefore, no
action is recommended for Pacific lamprey ammocoetes.

AR-6 Sucker Rescue and Relocation — The dam decommissioning project will result in lethal
impacts to Lost River and shortnose suckers inhabiting the Klamath River reservoirs. Since
the two sucker species are lake-type suckers, Hydroelectric Reach sucker populations will not
persist following the dam decommissioning. An adaptive management plan including
sampling, salvage, and relocation of Lost River and shortnose suckers will be conducted in the
Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs. Suckers will be translocated to appropriate recipient
waterbodies that will ensure the translocated suckers, which are of unknown genetic
composition, will not mix with Lost River and shortnose sucker recovery populations in Upper
Klamath Lake. Less than 10 percent of the Hydroelectric Reach sucker populations are likely
to be salvaged and relocated.

AR-7 Freshwater Mussels - Freshwater mussels located in the 8-mile long from Iron Gate
Dam downstream to the Cottonwood Creek confluence, are anticipated to experience high
mortality due to suspended sediment concentrations and bedload deposition. KRRC will
prepare a reconnaissance, salvage, and translocation plan for approximately 15,000 to 20,000
mussels located in the deposition reach. Less than 10 percent of the freshwater mussel
populations inhabiting the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam are likely to be
salvaged and relocated.
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1. Introduction

In 2012, the Department of the Interior developed the Klamath Facilities Removal Final EIS/EIR
(hereafter, "2012 EIS/R"; U.S. Bureau of Reclamation [USBR] and California Department of Fish
and Game [CDFG] 2012) to disclose the potential effects of removing four dams on the
Klamath River (Project). The 2012 EIS/R identified significant short-term effects to the aquatic
biological community. The 2012 EIS/R included aquatic resource (AR) plans to attempt to
mitigate the possible short-term adverse effects of dam decommissioning. The Klamath River
Renewal Corporation (KRRC) assembled an Aquatic Technical Work Group (ATWG) comprised
of resource agencies, and tribal fisheries scientists in 2017 to review the previous AR
measures, determine the feasibility and effectiveness of those plans, and to provide input on
refined proposed actions that would best meet the intent of the previous AR mitigation
measures. The ATWG included fisheries scientists representing California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW), Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA Fisheries, Yurok
Tribe, Hoopa Valley Tribe, Karuk Tribe, and The Klamath Tribes.

Through a series of nine meetings between April 28 and August 15, 2017, the KRRC and the
ATWG reviewed recent similar dam removal projects and new scientific information that has
been developed since the 2012 EIS/R in order to update the 2012 AR measures. Updated AR
measures are proposed to be implemented as part of the removal of four dams located on the
Klamath River (Project). These measures are subject to consultation with aquatic resource
agencies and negotiation of the final Biological Opinions for the Project.

Project effects are anticipated to be short-term in nature, with long-term benefits ultimately
outweighing the Project impacts to the aquatic biological community. The aquatic effects will
primarily occur from the release of reservoir sediment during reservoir drawdown. The
purpose of Appendix H is to review the 2012 EIS/R AR measures, lessons learned from other
large dam removal projects, and provide the rationale for revising the AR plans in order to
reduce the short-term effects on aquatic resources.
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2. Dam Removal Benefits and Effects

This section identifies benefits that have been noted for other dam removal projects in the
Pacific Northwest and the anticipated long-term benefits to the Klamath River ecosystem that
will occur with Klamath River dam decommissioning.

2.1 Benefits of Recent Dam Removals in the Pacific Northwest

Removal of large dams from rivers in the western United States, has also been completed to,
among other things, restore ecosystem processes. Ecosystem response to large scale dam
removal projects in Oregon, Washington, California and Montana has been monitored to gain a
better understanding of geomorphic and ecological trends following dam removal. The
following section provides an overview of recent post-dam removal studies from the Pacific
Northwest.

2.1.1 Fish Access to Historical Habitat

Several studies document fish passage benefits associated with restoring access to historical
habitat through dam removal efforts. The following references relate fish passage restoration
benefits to adult salmon dispersal.

Following the installation of a fish ladder at Landsburg Dam in 2003, both Chinook salmon and
coho salmon voluntarily recolonized 33 kilometers (km) of upstream habitat in the Cedar River,
Washington, after more than 100 years of extirpation. The total density of salmonids roughly
doubled in the mainstem closest to the dam 3 years after ladder installation (Kiffney et al.
2009), while dispersal of anadromous fish into tributary habitats occurred more slowly over
the next 5 years (Burton et al. 2013). Both the proportion of all redds found in upstream
reaches and the proportion of upstream spawners that were born in those reaches increased
over time, demonstrating the successful transition from recolonization to self-sustaining
upstream populations (Anderson et al. 2015).

Tule fall Chinook salmon were translocated to upstream reaches of the White Salmon River,
Washington in the same year as the removal of the Condit Dam in 2011. Translocations were
intended to circumvent the disruption of downstream spawning habitat by temporary
sediment flows resulting from dam breaching, while natural migration was allowed in
subsequent years. Roughly 10 percent of the Chinook population spawned upstream of the
former dam site in the year following removal and both total escapement in the river and the
proportion of returning fish born in upstream reaches is increasing over time (Engle et al.
2013; Hatten et al. 2015; Allen et al. 2016; Liermann et al. 2017).

In the Elwha River, Washington, the Elwha Dam and Glines Canyon Dam limited anadromy to
the lower Elwha River. Removing the Elwha and Glines Canyon dams provided access to an
additional 40 miles of mainstem river habitat as well as tributaries. In 2012, Chinook salmon
had access to the area above Elwha Dam for the first time in a century. A total of 203 Chinook
redds (396 live and dead adults) were documented upstream of Elwha Dam, with the former
Aldwell Reservoir (river kilometer [Rkm] 7.9-12.4) and the main stem Middle Elwha from Rkm
17.2-18.1 (above the former Elwha Dam site) accounting for 44 percent of the redd locations,
respectively, in 2012.In 2013, based on SONAR estimates (Denton et al. 2014), the total
escapement of Chinook salmon (4,243 adults) approximately doubled over the 20 year
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average. This doubling resulted in observations of Chinook salmon spawning in all habitats,
including the Middle Elwha, with the majority of redds (73 percent) located above the former
Elwha Dam (McHenry et al. 2017).

Other work on the Elwha River found that hatchery coho salmon had a very high affinity for the
hatchery and spawners released into tributaries upstream of the Elwha Dam produced
offspring that returned to the natal release tributaries to spawn as adults (T. Williams, NOAA
Fisheries, personal communication 2017). After five years, wild-origin coho salmon made up
greater than 50 percent of spawners observed in the tributary with adequate coho spawning
and rearing habitat.

At two dam removal sites on the Rogue River in southern Oregon, fall run Chinook salmon
used spawning habitat that was formerly inaccessible under reservoirs in the first fall following
dam removal. The conversion of former reservoir habitat to riverine habitat, and associated
bedload/gravel movement, improved spawning habitat quality in the former reservoir sites. At
the former Savage Rapids Dam site, 91 redds were documented within the extent of the
former reservoir the first full fall after dam removal. At the former Gold Ray Dam site, 37 redds
were documented within the bounds of the former reservoir in 2010, and over twice that many
redds were identified within the former reservoirin 2011 (Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife [ODFW] 2011).

From these previous studies, scientists have found that Chinook and coho salmon exploration
of new habitat is an innate component of salmon breeding behavior. Coho salmon movement
upstream of a former passage barrier on the Cedar River led to juvenile movement and
dispersal which was recognized as an important component of the colonization process
(Anderson et al. 2013). Ensuring juvenile passage in the watershed is necessary for juvenile
imprinting and the future broadening of adult spawner returns throughout reconnected
historical habitats. Additionally, hatchery-origin Chinook salmon have been found to have
higher stray rates relative to their wild counterparts (Burton et al. 2013) and as the concept
applies to the Klamath River, Iron Gate Hatchery-influenced fall Chinook salmon may rapidly
recolonize the Klamath River upstream of Iron Gate Dam. In short, restoring access to lost
habitat is a critical conservation strategy (Anderson and Quinn 2007 cited in T. Williams, NOAA
Fisheries, personal communication 2017).

Beyond the benefits of recolonization for fish populations themselves, recolonization of
previously inaccessible reaches also restores the flow of marine-derived nutrients to
upstream portions of the watershed resulting in an overall boost to ecosystem nutrient
budgets and productivity (Tonra et al. 2015).

2.2 Anticipated Lower Klamath Project Benefits and Effects

The dam decommissioning project will provide long-term ecosystem benefits to the Klamath
River Basin. The following anticipated long-term benefits discussion is largely taken from the
2012 EIS/EIR (USBR 2012) and the Klamath Dam Removal Overview Report for the Secretary
of the Interior: An Assessment of Science and Technical Information (Department of the
Interior, U.S. Department of Commerce and National Marine Fisheries Service [NOAA
Fisheries] 2013).
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2.2.1 Access to Historical Habitat

Iron Gate Dam located at river mile (RM) 192.8 blocks access to the Upper Klamath Basin for
three anadromous salmonid species, Pacific lamprey, and freshwater mussels. Facilities
removal will restore access to approximately 81 miles of suitable riverine, side channel, and
tributary habitat in the Klamath River Hydroelectric Reach (i.e., the Klamath River and
tributaries from Iron Gate Dam [RM 192.9] to the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir [RM
233.0]; Table 2-1), and 49 tributaries accounting for over 420 miles of historical aquatic habitat
throughout the basin upstream of Iron Gate Dam. More specifically, facilities removal will allow
access to historical habitat totaling over 75 miles for coho salmon, 300 miles for Chinook
salmon (Huntington 2004), and 400 miles for steelhead (Huntington 2004; 2006). In addition to
increasing the quantity of available habitat, unique habitats will also be accessible with dam
decommissioning. Groundwater-fed areas throughout the Upper Klamath Basin (Table 2-2) are
resistant to water temperature increases caused by changes in climate (Hamilton et al. 2011),
potentially buffering climate change effects to coldwater salmonids.

Table 2-1 Potential historical habitat availability by species with removal of the
Klamath River Hydroelectric Reach dams

Potential Historical Habitat

Species Availability
(mi)
Chinook salmon 300
Coho salmon 76
Steelhead 420
Pacific lamprey >420
Table 2-2 Estimated groundwater discharge (springs) into upper Klamath River
systems
River System Section Groundwater
Flow (cfs)
Lower Williamson River and Mouth of Williamson River up to Kirks Reef 350
Tributaries
Wood River and Tributaries Crooked Creek Confluence to Headwaters 490
Sevenmile Creek and Tributaries Crane Creek Confluence to Headwaters 90
Sprague River South Fork Sprague River to Sprague River 202
Spring in Upper Klamath Lake Including Malone,
Upper Klamath Lake Crystal, Sucker, and Barclay 350
Klamath River Keno Dam to J.C. Boyle Powerhouse 285
Klamath River and Fall Creek J.C. Boyle Powerhouse to Iron Gate Dam 128
Total 1,895
NOAA Fisheries 2013
Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
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Historical anadromous fish population estimates suggest the potential productivity of the
Klamath Basin upstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9). Hamilton et al. (2011) summarized
previous spawning surveys and population estimates. The Klamath River and tributaries
upstream from Iron Gate Dam historically supported up to 149,000 spawning fall Chinook
salmon and up to 30,000 spawning steelhead (Table 2-3).

Table 2-3 Historical and potential production estimates for fall Chinook salmon, coho
salmon, and steelhead in the Klamath River Basin

Median Estimate

Reach Species Estimate Range Note
Eall Chinook Salmon 168,000%- Estimates based on historical spawning
Lower 175,000° escapement and spawning surveys.
Klamath 4+ 20,000°- om A1
Basin to Coho 15,400 70,000° 122°04'20
Copco Dam 221 000% -
5 ! o i n
Steelhead 300,000 750,000° 122°22'05
Iron Gate . 3 1,113%- Based on historical spawning data and
Dam to Fall Chinook Salmon 2,301 18,925° spawning habitat potential.
Copco Dam Steelhead 1,144°
Copco Dam . . 2,2920°- Based on historical spawning data and
to Upper Fall Chinook Salmon 10,000 19,2073 spawning habitat potential.
Klamath 3
Lake Steelhead 9,550
1 FERC 2007

2 Fortune et al. 1966
3 Chapman 1981

4 CDFG 1965

5 Coots 1977

6 FERC 1963

2.2.1.1 Chinook Salmon

Spring Chinook once inhabited the Upper Klamath Basin, and their populations downstream of
Iron Gate Dam are currently extremely depressed. Dam decommissioning will benefit spring
and fall Chinook salmon by restoring access to over 300 miles of historical habitat (Table 2-4)
in the Klamath Basin upstream from Iron Gate Dam (improving water quality, increasing flow
variability downstream from Iron Gate Dam, and reducing disease. The spatial diversity and
abundance provided by dam removal and re-opening of historic habitat should add to the
resilience and viability of this population. Over time, Chinook salmon returns upstream of Keno
Dam could be substantial, although fish passage at Keno Dam and habitat quality
improvements in the Upper Klamath Basin will be necessary to realize recovery potential.
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Table 2-4 Estimated Klamath River mainstem, side channel, and tributary habitat
under the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs, and the number of contributing tributaries in
each reservoir

Side
Channel Tributary
Mainstem Habitat Habitat Habitat Contributing Tributaries
Reservoir (mi) (mi) (mi) (#)
Iron Gate 10.96 - 4.00 52
Copco 11.05 1.99 2.43 18
J.C. Boyle 5.35 - 0.30 10
Total 27.36 1.99 6.73 80

Source: Cunanan 2009

2.2.1.2 Coho Salmon

With dam decommissioning coho salmon are expected to rapidly recolonize habitat upstream
of Iron Gate Dam, as observed after barrier removal at Landsburg Dam in Washington (Kiffney
et al. 2009) and the Elwha River dams in Washington (Liermann et al. 2017). Assuming coho
salmon distribution will extend up to Spencer Creek after dam removal, coho salmon from the
upper Klamath River population will reclaim approximately 76 miles of habitat: approximately
53 miles in the mainstem Klamath River and tributaries (DOl 2007; NOAA Fisheries Service
2007) and approximately 23 miles currently inundated by the reservoirs (Cunanan 2009).

Coho salmon colonization of the Klamath River between Keno and Iron Gate dams by the
upper Klamath coho salmon population would likely improve the viability of SONCC coho
salmon by increasing abundance, diversity, productivity and spatial distribution.

2.2.1.3 Steelhead

Dam removal would restore access to over 420 miles of historical steelhead habitat upstream
of Iron Gate Dam (Huntington 2004; 2006). Because of their ability to navigate steeper
gradient channels and spawn in smaller, intermittent streams (Platts and Partridge 1978), and
their ability to withstand a wide range of water temperatures (Cech and Myrick 1999; Spina
2007), steelhead distribution in the basin could expand to a greater degree (over 420 miles;
Huntington 2004; 2006) than that of any other anadromous salmonid species. FERC (2007)
concluded that implementing fish passage would help to reduce the adverse effects to
steelhead associated with lost access to upstream spawning habitats. Hamilton et al. (2011)
also concluded that restored access to historical habitat above the dams would benefit
steelhead runs.

2.2.1.4 Lamprey

Pacific lamprey is the only anadromous lamprey species in the Klamath Basin, although five
other resident lamprey species are also present in the system. Access to habitat upstream of
Iron Gate Dam could benefit Pacific lamprey by increasing their range and distribution in the
Klamath River Basin, providing additional spawning and rearing habitat upstream and
downstream of Iron Gate Dam, and increasing their abundance. Dam decommissioning is
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anticipated to expand the current range of Pacific lamprey to areas upstream of Iron Gate Dam
(FERC 2007). Restoration of natural hydrologic conditions will improve rearing conditions for
lamprey ammocoetes that are currently affected by periodic peaking flows that dewater
habitat and strand ammocoetes.

2.2.2  Water Quality and Water Temperature

Removal of the reservoirs will decrease the hydraulic residence time from several weeks to
less than a day, resulting in improved water quality and a more natural temperature regime.
Reservoir removal would also increase the benefits of tributaries and springs such as Fall,
Shovel, and Spencer creeks and Big Springs, that will flow directly into the mainstem Klamath
River, creating patches of cooler water (see Table 2-2) that could be used as temperature
refugia by fish during summer and fall, as well as providing slightly warmer winter water
temperatures conducive to the growth of salmonids (Hamilton et al. 2011). Removal of the
facilities would result in a 2-10°C decrease in water temperatures during the fall months and a
1-2.5°C increase in water temperatures during spring months (PacifiCorp 2004a; Dunsmoor
and Huntington 2006; NCRWQCB 2010a).

Elimination of the thermal lag caused by the existing reservoirs, will result in water
temperatures more in sync with historical fish migration and spawning periods for the Klamath
River, warming earlier in the spring, and cooling earlier in the fall compared to existing
conditions (Hamilton et al. 2011). Warmer springtime temperatures would result in fry
emerging earlier (Sykes et al. 2009), encountering favorable temperatures for growth sooner
than under existing conditions, which could support higher growth rates and encourage
earlier emigration downstream, thereby reducing stress and disease (Bartholow et al. 2005;
FERC 2007). In addition, fall Chinook salmon spawning in the mainstem during fall would no
longer be delayed (reducing pre-spawn mortality), and adult migration would occur in more
favorable water temperatures than under existing conditions. For example, groundwater
inputs in the J.C. Boyle Bypass Reach are anticipated to account for 30 to 40 percent of the
total summer flow following dam removal. This proportion won't change due to dam removal,
however this cold water will become available to anadromous fish and the cold water effects
will persist further downstream without the reservoirs. Groundwater inputs will have a positive
effect on water temperature, benefiting both anadromous and resident fish and other aquatic
organisms in the Klamath River.

In addition to restoring a more natural thermal regime, facilities removal will result in overall
increases in dissolved oxygen, increased diel variability in dissolved oxygen, and lower
microbial oxygen demand due to decreased organic load. The conversion of an additional 22
miles of reservoir habitat to riverine and riparian habitat would improve water quality by
restoring the nutrient cycling and aeration processes provided by a natural channel, as well as
from reduced toxic algae blooms that occur annually in the reservoirs.

2.2.3 Hydrograph

With the removal of facilities in the Hydroelectric Reach, Klamath River flows will mimic the
natural hydrograph. Fish migration patterns, riparian plant community processes, and
sediment and debris transport mechanisms are anticipated to benefit from a more natural
hydrograph.
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2.2.4 Disease

Fish diseases are widespread in the mainstem Klamath River during certain time periods, and
in certain years disease prevalence has been shown to adversely affect productivity of
Chinook and coho salmon. High infection rates by the myxozoan parasite C. shasta have been
documented in emigrating juvenile salmon populations during spring and early summer in the
Klamath River (True et al. 2016 cited in USFWS 2016), which have been linked to population
declines in fall Chinook Salmon (Fujiwara et al. 2011; True et al. 2013). Fish infected by C.
shasta are also prone to mortality caused by other pathogens such as Parvicapsula
minibicornis, to predation, and compromised osmoregulatory systems that are essential for
successful ocean entry (S. Foott personal communication cited in USFWS 2016).

C. shasta infection rates of juvenile Chinook salmon are influenced by C. shasta spore
densities, water temperature, and juvenile salmonid residence time in area of high spore
densities. Table 2-5 includes a summary of juvenile Chinook salmon prevalence of infection
over 10 years at the Kinsman rotary screw trap location (RM 147.6), located 45 river miles
downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.8). The Kinsman trap is located between the Shasta
River and the Scott River, a reach of the Klamath River often referenced as the “infectious
zone" (USFWS 2016).

Table 2-5 Summary of estimates of annual-level C. shasta infection prevalence for
wild and/or unknown origin juvenile Chinook salmon passing the Kinsman rotary screw
trap site (RM 147.6)

Infected
Population
Estimate Infected
Prevalence Lower Population
of Confidence Infected Population  Estimate Upper

Year Origin Infection Limit Estimate Confidence Limit
2005 All 0.41 0.26 0.38 0.47
2007 All 0.28 0.07 0.1 0.15
2008 All 0.6 0.43 0.51 0.58
2009 All 0.5 0.5 0.58 0.66
2010 Wild/Unknown  0.12/0.15 0.02 0.04 0.07
2011 wild 0.2 0.07 0.11 0.17
2012 Wild/Unknown  0.06/0.00 0.04 0.08 0.14
2013 Wwild 0.18 0.03 0.06 0.09
2014 wild 0.67 0.12 0.18 0.26
2015 Wild/Unknown  0.66/0.96 0.2 0.29 0.39

Source: USFWS 2016

The lower and upper confidence limits account for the estimation uncertainty in abundance and weekly prevalence of infection
rates

Facilities removal is expected to reduce fish disease impacts to adult and juvenile salmon
especially downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Among the salmon life stages, juvenile salmon
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tend to be most susceptible to Pminibicornis and C. shasta (Beeman et al. 2008). The main
factors contributing to risk of infection by C. shasta and P. minibicornis include availability of
habitat (pools, eddies, and sediment) and microhabitat characteristics (static flow and low
velocieties) for the polychaete intermediate host; polychaete proximity to spawning areas;
increased planktonic food sources from Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs; water temperatures
greater than 15°C (Bartholomew and Foott 2010); and juvenile salmonid residence time in the
infectious zone (USFWS 2016).

Facilities removal will restore natural channel processes including channel bed scour and
sediment transport. Annual channel bed scour will disturb the habitat of the polychaete worm
that hosts C. shasta (FERC 2007). Reducing polychaete habitat will likely increase abundance
of smolts by increasing outmigration survival, particularly for juvenile coho salmon life-
histories (FERC 2007).

Dam removal will also broaden the distribution of adult pre-spawn fall Chinook salmon,
reducing crowding and the concentration of disease pathogens that currently occurs in the
reach between Iron Gate Dam and the Shasta River (USFWS 2016). Lastly, a broader spawning
distribution will also influence the distribution of post-spawn adult carcasses that contribute
the bulk of the myxospores that enable the C. shasta life cycle within the infectious zone.
Distributing adult carcasses over a longer reach of the Klamath River corridor will reduce
myxospore densities likely leading to lower juvenile salmonid infection rates in the winter and
spring rearing period (USFWS 2016). In addition, dam removal will eliminate thermal inertia
associated with the reservoirs, thereby increasing growth rates of juveniles so they become
smolts earlier and migrate from the river prior to disease levels becoming extreme.

2.2.5 Nuisance Algae

Facilities removal would eliminate optimal growing conditions for toxin-producing nuisance
algal species, alleviating the transport of high seasonal concentrations of algal toxins to the
Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Nuisance algae reduction will also decrease
the associated bioaccumulation of microcystin in fish tissue for species downstream from the
Hydroelectric Reach. While some microcystin may be transported downstream from large
blooms occurring in Upper Klamath Lake, the levels are anticipated to be lower than those
currently experienced due to the prevalence of seasonal in-reservoir blooms. Overall,
bioaccumulation of algal toxins in fish tissue would be expected to decrease in the Klamath
River downstream from Iron Gate Dam and would be beneficial.

2.2.6  Sediment and Debris Transport

In the long term, restoration of sediment and debris transport through the Hydroelectric
Reach will decrease substrate size and increase the supply of wood debris, an important
structural component that influences aquatic habitat diversity. Bedload sediment movement
and transport are vital to create and maintain functional aquatic habitat. The river will
eventually drive enhanced habitat complexity due to a more natural flow and reconnected
bedload transport regime that will mean the restoration of spawning gravels and early rearing
habitat downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Pools would likely return to their pre-sediment
release depth within one year (USBR 2012), and the river is predicted to revert to and maintain
a pool-riffle morphology providing suitable habitat for fall-run Chinook salmon.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 2-8



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 2. Dam Removal Benefits and Effects

In summary, the Klamath Dams decommissioning project will have long-term ecosystem
benefits. Primary ecosystem benefits include restored aquatic organism access to historical
habitat upstream of Iron Gate Dam (Huntington 2004; 2006); a more natural hydrograph,
temperature regime (PacifiCorp 2004; Dunsmoor and Huntington 2006), and nutrient cycling;
reduced prevalence of aquatic diseases such as Ceratomyxa shasta (Bartholow et al. 2004;
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission [FERC] 2007; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS]
2016) and nuisance algae, and restored sediment transport and debris loading (USBR and
CDFG 2012).

2.3 Klamath River Species-specific Benefits

The following sections describing the anticipated Klamath River species-specific benefits are
largely taken from NOAA Fisheries (2013).

2.4 Anticipated Klamath River Dam Decommissioning Short-term Effects

Short-term effects from the dam decommissioning to the biological community include high
suspended sediment concentrations (Greig et al. 2005, Levasseur et al. 2006; USBR 2011),
high bedload transport and deposition, and low dissolved oxygen concentrations
(Reclamation and CDFG 2012). Effects are anticipated to impact both mobile and sedentary
organisms (e.g., freshwater mussels and lamprey ammocoetes), with the greatest effects on
sedentary organisms that are unable to seek refuge from poor water quality. The following
sections provide more details on anticipated short-term reservoir drawdown effects
presented in the 2012 EIS/R (USBR and CDFG 2012).

2.4.1 Suspended Sediment Effects

The dam decommissioning project could release up to 1.2 - 2.9 million metric tons of fine
sediment (sand, silt, and finer) downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) over a two-year
period (USBR 2011). Suspended sediment concentrations are expected to exceed 1,000 mg/I
for weeks, with the potential for peak concentrations exceeding 5,000 mg/l for hours or days
depending on hydrologic conditions during reservoir drawdown (USBR and CDFG 2012). The
downstream transport of this sediment, currently stored in reservoir deposits, is anticipated to
affect downstream habitats as both suspended sediment and bedload. Biological effects may
impact salmonids and Pacific lamprey through gill abrasion and clogging, decreased forage
efficiency, and other behavioral effects like delayed migration timing. Deposition of
suspended sediments is anticipated to impact salmonid spawning grounds by smothering
incubating eggs (Greig et al. 2005; Levasseur et al. 2006), impeding intergravel flow thereby
affecting egg and fry development, and impacting fry emergence due to gravel clogging. Fine
sediment deposition in slower off-channel habitats may also block connectivity between the
Klamath River and off-channel habitats such as mainstem side channels, important habitats
for juvenile fish rearing and coho salmon spawning.

2.4.2 Bedload Effects

Bedload mobilized by the dam decommission project is anticipated to affect the Klamath River
between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9). Bedload deposition is
anticipated to result in the burial of spawning habitat, freshwater mussel beds, and lamprey
ammocoete rearing areas. Dam-released sediment will also increase the proportion of sand in
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the channel bed, thereby decreasing salmonid fry and lamprey ammocoete survival. The bed
material within the reservoirs and from Iron Gate Dam to Cottonwood Creek is expected to
have a high content (30 to 50 percent) of sand immediately following reservoir drawdown until
a flushing flow moves the sand sized material out of the reach (USBR 2012). A sufficient
flushing flow of at least 6,000 cfs and lasting over several days to weeks is expected to be
necessary to return the Klamath River bed composition to one dominated by cobble and
gravel with a sand content less than 20 percent. After the flushing flow, the river bed is
expected to maintain fractions of sand, gravel, and cobble similar to natural conditions, and be
sufficient to support biological communities that use the former effected reach. suitable for
Pacific lamprey.

2.4.3 Dissolved Oxygen Effects

Release of reservoir sediments is also anticipated to result in depressed dissolved oxygen
concentrations that will affect the biological community in the affected reach. Due to high
organic concentration of the reservoir sediments, dissolved oxygen depletion is anticipated to
result from the microbial breakdown of released organics. Direct effects of low dissolved
oxygen levels include fish mortality, reduced growth and impaired development, reduced
swimming performance, altered behavior, and reduced reproductive potential. Mobile fish will
likely seek out areas of higher dissolved oxygen and improved water quality downstream of
the affected reach, in tributaries and tributary confluence areas with the Klamath River, and in
areas with faster flowing water with a higher rate of oxygen transfer at the water-air interface.
Less mobile organisms are unable to move from impaired water quality so are more
susceptible to low dissolved oxygen effects.

2.4.4  Effects Analysis

Hydraulic and sediment modeling was completed to predict flow and sediment transport
characteristics in part to predict potential biological effects associated with the dam
decommissioning (USBR 2011; Section 8 and 9). Modeling results are very sensitive to
watershed hydrology, both in flow magnitude and runoff pattern (USBR 201 1). To account for
the range of potential effects that could occur during the dam decommissioning project, two
scenarios were analyzed with the goal of predicting the potential impacts to fish that have
either a 50 percent (effects likely to occur) or 10 percent (unlikely to occur, or worst-case)
probability of occurring (USBR and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, Section 3.3).

Due to the uncertainties associated with biological response to the anticipated high
suspended sediment concentrations levels and low dissolved oxygen over extended time
periods, the KRRC evaluated the 2012 EIS/R worst-case scenario effects for developing the
updated AR plans. The 2012 EIS/R considered short-term (less than 2 years) and long-term
(more than 2 years) effects to Klamath River aquatic species. Short-term effects were
determined to be either significant or less-than-significant for the species covered by the AR
plans (Table 2-6). Mitigation was anticipated to reduce short-term effects for fall Chinook
salmon and Lost River and shortnose suckers (from significant to less-than-significant), but
did not change the determination of significant project effects for the other species. The dam
decommissioning was anticipated to have long-term benefits for all aquatic species (except
green sturgeon) including those determined to have significant short-term effects (2012 EIS/R
Vol. |, pp. 3.3-129 to 3.3-177).
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Table 2-6 2012 EIS/R included proposed mitigation actions for species anticipated to
experience short-term effects from the dam decommissioning project
Short-term
Effects
Short-term Determination Long-term
Effects Mitigation After Proposed Mitigation Effects
Species Determination Proposed Mitigation Effective Determination
Fall Chinook o0 iticant Yes Less-than- Yes Beneficial
Salmon significant
Coho Salmon Significant Yes Significant No Beneficial
Steelhead Significant Yes Significant No Beneficial
Pacific Significant Yes Significant No Beneficial
Lamprey
Lost River & Less-than-
Shortnose Significant Yes S Yes Beneficial
significant
Suckers
Green - I Less-than-
Sturgeon Significant Yes Significant No significant
Freshwater Significant Yes Significant No Beneficial
Mussels
Source: USBR and CDFG 2012
Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
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3. AR-1 Mainstem Spawning

The objective of AR-1 is to address dam decommissioning effects on anadromous fish that
migrate and spawn in the mainstem Klamath River and its tributaries. The original 2012 EIS/R
AR-1 plan focused on trapping and hauling adult migratory anadromous salmonids and Pacific
lamprey and relocating fish to areas of the basin less affected by dam decommissioning
effects. The updated AR-1 includes implementation of a monitoring and adaptive
management plan to monitor and ensure habitat connectivity and spawning habitat
availability. The adaptive plan includes: 1) monitoring and ensuring tributary-mainstem
connectivity at select tributaries in the Hydroelectric Reach and in the 8-mile long bedload
deposition reach between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9); and
2) survey/quantification of spawning habitat in the Klamath River and tributaries in the
Hydroelectric Reach from Iron Gate Dam to Keno Dam, and augmenting spawning gravel if
existing spawning habitat is less than the area to support 2,100 Chinook redds on the
mainstem and 179 steelhead redds in Hydroelectric Reach tributary streams. The updated
AR-1 represents the best available actions and opportunities to offset Chinook salmon and
coho salmon spawning redds lost during reservoir drawdown, and migrating adult steelhead
and Pacific lamprey affected by reservoir drawdown.

3.1 Proposed Updated AR-1

Based on areview of the original AR-1 presented in Section 3.2, input from the ATWG, and
recent fisheries literature, the KRRC concluded that an updated AR-1 is necessary to offset
the anticipated short-term effects of dam decommissioning on mainstem Chinook salmon
and coho spawning, and migrating adult steelhead and Pacific lamprey migration. The updated
AR-1 includes the development and implementation of a monitoring and adaptive
management plan with on-going input from the ATWG. The plan includes monitoring and
ensuring tributary-mainstem connectivity and spawning habitat availability. The monitoring
and adaptive management plan has two specific actions.

e Action 1: Tributary-mainstem confluences, four sites in the Hydroelectric Reach and five
sites in the 8-mile reach from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) to Cottonwood Creek (184.9), will
be evaluated for 2-years from the onset of reservoir drawdown. If present, confluence
obstructions will be actively removed during the 2-year evaluation period to ensure
volitional passage for adult Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead, and Pacific lamprey.

e Action 2: A spawning habitat evaluation of the Hydroelectric Reach and newly accessible
tributaries following reservoir drawdown will be completed. A target of 44,100 yd? of
mainstem spawning gravel will be required to offset the effects to 2,100 mainstem-
spawning fall Chinook salmon redds. If mainstem spawning gravel availability is less than
the target values following reservoir drawdown, spawning gravel augmentation will be
completed in the former Klamath River reservoirs and Hydroelectric Reach. A target of
4,700 yd? of tributary spawning gravel is required to offset the effects to 179 tributary-
spawning steelhead redds. If tributary spawning gravel habitat is less than the target
values following reservoir drawdown, the ATWG will convene to prioritize additional
habitat restoration actions that will be undertaken to increase the amount of tributary
habitat available to compensate for the loss of steelhead redds.
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The proposed actions are intended to ensure adult salmonid and Pacific lamprey access to
mainstem and tributary spawning habitat in the Hydroelectric Reach following dam
decommissioning. The following sections provide additional detail on the proposed actions.

3.1.1 Action 1: Tributary-Mainstem Connectivity

The following sections provide information on the monitoring and adaptive management plan
pertaining to tributary-mainstem connectivity.

3.1.1.1 Tributary-Mainstem Connectivity Monitoring

To ensure that spawning habitat is accessible following reservoir drawdown, fish passage
monitoring and adaptive actions will occur at the confluence areas of key Klamath River
tributaries and side channels upstream and downstream of Iron Gate Dam. Tributary
confluences in the Hydroelectric Reach may be affected by sediment deposits and debris
obstructions as the reservoir are drawdown. Tributary deltas may create fish passage barriers
that would limit upstream migration of anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey.

Based on hydraulic and sediment transport modeling completed by USBR (Section 9.2.1.4;
2011), sediment deposition during reservoir drawdown is predicted from Bogus Creek (RM
192.4) downstream to Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9). From Bogus Creek downstream to
Willow Creek (RM 187.8), approximately 1.5 feet of sediment deposition is anticipated. From
Willow Creek downstream to Cottonwood Creek, deposition of less than 1 foot is expected.
Areas downstream of Cottonwood Creek are expected to have only minor deposition with
deposits less than 0.25 feet (USBR 2011). No additional deposition is predicted in the Bogus
Creek to Cottonwood Creek reach following dam decommissioning.

Species that would be potentially affected by obstructed tributary connections include
steelhead and Pacific lamprey during the winter and spring of the drawdown year, and Chinook
salmon and coho salmon in the fall of the drawdown year. Further, depending on erosion rates
of reservoir sediments, tributary confluence areas in the reservoir areas may not create
volitional fish passage conditions following drawdown.

Tributary confluences to be monitored in the 2-year period following dam decommissioning
include Bogus Creek, Dry Creek, Little Bogus Creek, Willow Creek, and Cottonwood Creek.
Tributaries in the Bogus Creek to Cottonwood Creek reach were selected as they are
recognized as influential tributaries (e.g., historical fisheries importance or important
freshwater sources) in the mid-Klamath River (Soto et al. 2008). Hydroelectric Reach
tributaries to be monitored include Spencer Creek (RM 230.5), Shovel Creek (RM 209.0), Fall
Creek (RM 198.9), and Jenny Creek (RM 196.8). These tributaries were selected based on
having historical or potential habitat for adult salmonids (Huntington 2006).

3.1.1.2 Tributary Connectivity Maintenance

Tributary obstructions that limit fish passage will be remedied through appropriate manual or
mechanical means. Example removal methods may include removing sediment using hand

tools or hydraulic equipment. Removed material will be placed in the mainstem Klamath River
downstream of the tributary confluence or on the adjacent floodplain. The Project restoration
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plan allows for incorporation of engineered roughness elements at tributary connection
points, as appropriate.

3.1.2  Action 2: Spawning Habitat Evaluation

The following sections provide information on the monitoring and adaptive management plan
pertaining to mainstem and tributary spawning habitat availability.

3.1.2.1 Spawning Habitat Target Metrics

Spawning gravel area targets for Chinook salmon and steelhead were developed based on
typical spawning redd dimensions for the two species and the anticipated loss of Chinook
salmon redds and adult steelhead due to reservoir drawdown. Fortune et al. (1966) used 21
square yards (yd?) and 26 yd? of suitable gravel per Chinook salmon redd and steelhead redd,
respectively, to calculate spawning potential in areas of the Klamath River and selected
tributaries upstream of Iron Gate Dam (Table 3-1). Based on an anticipated loss of 2,100
Chinook salmon redds downstream from Iron Gate Dam and a 21 yd?area per redd, 44,100 yd?
of spawning gravel is necessary to offset the loss of 2,700 Chinook salmon redds. Based on
recent winter steelhead counts, an estimated 358 adult steelhead representing 179 spawning
redds will be affected by dam decommissioning. Applying Fortune et al. (1966) steelhead redd
dimensions, 4,700 yd? of tributary spawning habitat will be needed to offset the loss of 358
winter steelhead.

Table 3-1 Anticipated redd loss due to project effects for fall Chinook salmon and
winter steelhead, surface area per redd, and the anticipated spawning habitat area
needed to address redd loss for fall Chinook salmon and steelhead adult production

Metric Fall Chinook Salmon  Winter Steelhead
Anticipated redd loss due to project effects 2,100 179’
Surface area per spawning redd (yd?) 21 26
Spawning habitat area to address redd loss (yd?) 44,100 4,700

"Updated anticipated winter steelhead loss based on peak steelhead return of (631 in 2001) to Iron Gate
Hatchery between 2000-2016 (CDFW 2016). Expected mortality calculated using the methodology contained in
the 2012 EIS/R (631*0.80*0.71=358). The 358 adult steelhead were converted to 179 redds that would be lost
due to adult steelhead mortality

3.1.2.2 Spawning Habitat Monitoring

To quantify the available spawning habitat upstream of Iron Gate Dam, field surveys and
remote sensing efforts will be implemented following reservoir drawdown. Boat or aerial
surveys will be conducted on the mainstem Klamath River between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9)
and Keno Dam (RM 238.2) during the summer following reservoir drawdown to determine the
amount of mainstem spawning habitat in the Hydroelectric Reach suitable forimmediate
spawning.

Tributary streams will be walked from their mouths to the first natural fish passage barrier to
estimate amount of available spawning habitat following reservoir drawdown (Table 3-2 The
area of available spawning habitat will be estimated from the mouth to the first natural barrier.
If artificial (manmade) fish passage barriers are located during the tributary reach
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reconnaissance, they will be noted as potential restoration actions to increase the availability
of tributary spawning habitat.

Table 3-2 Hydroelectric Reach tributaries to be assessed for existing
Tributary Confluence Tributary Length
Tributary Location . . to .
at the Klamath River First Barrier
(River Mile) (miles)
Jenny Creek 196.8 1.0
Fall Creek 198.9 1.2
Shovel Creek 209.0 2.7
Spencer Creek 2305 9.0

3.1.2.3 Response to Spawning Habitat Availability

KRCC will prepare a report summarizing the spawning habitat surveys and outline and
prioritize actions to augment spawning habitat if the existing spawning habitat amounts to
less than the 44,100 yd? of mainstem and 4,700 yd? of tributary spawning habitat targets in
the Hydroelectric Reach. KRRC will consult with ATWG for input on potential spawning gravel
augmentation locations in the mainstem and on other tributary habitat restoration actions in
tributaries to increase the availability of spawning habitat. Currently, if existing spawning
habitat does not meet targets, spawning gravel augmentation will be completed in the
mainstem Klamath River between Shovel Creek (RM 209.0) and the upstream extent of Copco
Reservoir (RM 208.0). Mainstem gravel would be added at a rate of 7.0 cy (21 yd? x 1 ft depth)
per compensatory mainstem redd. Augmented gravel is anticipated to be redistributed with
subsequent high flows, broadening potential spawning habitat over larger areas of the treated
mainstem reaches. Tributary spawning habitat restoration actions to be completed in Jenny
Creek, Shovel Creek, Fall Creek, and/or Spencer Creek could include removal of artificial fish
passage barriers, or placement of large woody debris to trap and retain spawning gravels.
Spawning gravel augmentation will be prioritized based on anticipated spawning habitat
benefits. Through coordination with the ATWG and consistent with other monitoring efforts,
gravel augmentation will be done in an adaptive manner (over time with evaluation), to ensure
the augmented gravel is not negatively impacting habitat essential for other life stages of
salmonids.

In summary, the updated AR-1 includes development and implementation of a monitoring and
adaptive management plan. The plan will direct the evaluation of tributary-mainstem
connectivity in the Hydroelectric Reach and the Klamath River deposition reach between Iron
Gate Dam and Cottonwood Creek. Tributary confluences will be monitored for 2-years
following dam decommissioning and tributary obstructions that block fish passage will be
addressed over the 2-year period. Mainstem and tributary spawning habitat in the
Hydroelectric Reach will be monitored post-reservoir drawdown and will be augment with
supplemental spawning gravel or enhanced through additional restoration actions if spawning
habitat area metrics are not met by existing habitat conditions following reservoir drawdown.
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3.2 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-1, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-1 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on AR-1 species, and recent fisheries literature relative to
mainstem spawning. This information is presented in support of the updated AR-1 measure.

3.2.1 AR-1 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-1 include:

e  Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) — Southern Oregon/Northern California Coastal
(SONCC) evolutionary significant unit (ESU): Federally Threatened; California Threatened,
Tribal Trust Species

e Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU - Fall Run: California
Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU — Spring Run:
California Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

o Steelhead (O. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province distinct population segment (DPS) -
Summer Run: California Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Steelhead (0. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province DPS — Winter Run: Tribal Trust
Species

e Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus). California Species of Special Concern; Tribal
Trust Species

3.2.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-1 Species

Short-term effects of dam removal (from both suspended sediment and bedload movement)
were predicted to result in high mortality of fall Chinook salmon and coho salmon embryos
and pre-emergent alevin within redds that are constructed in the mainstem Klamath River
downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) in the fall of prior to reservoir drawdown (USBR
and CDFG 2012). Approximately 2,100 fall Chinook salmon redds and approximately 13
SONCC coho salmon redds were predicted to be affected during reservoir drawdown.
Additionally, steelhead and Pacific lamprey migrating within the mainstem Klamath River after
December 31 prior to the reservoir drawdown year are anticipated to be directly affected by
suspended sediment. Table 3-3 includes the likely and worst-case effects to adult
anadromous fish species downstream from lron Gate Dam.

Table 3-3 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for migratory adult salmonids and
Pacific lamprey
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
) Loss of 13 redds (0.7- Loss of 13 redds (0.7-
Coho Salmon Adult Spawning 26%)1 26%)1
. . Loss of 2,100 redds Loss of 2,100 redds
Chinook Salmon - Fall Adult Spawning (8%)1 (8%)1
Loss of 0-130 adults (0-

Steelhead - Summer Migrating Adults No anticipated mortality 9%)1

Steelhead - Winter Migrating Adults  Loss of up to 1,008 adults Loss of up to 1,988
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(14%)1 adults (28%)1

Adult Migration and

Pacific Lamprey Spawning

High mortality (36%)2 High mortality (71%)2

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

" Range of potential year class loss based on the average number of redds associated with the evaluated
population(s).

2 The 2012 EIS/R predicted Pacific lamprey mortality based on mortality models developed for suspended
sediment impacts to salmonids. Model output did not include the number of predicted Pacific lamprey
mortalities.

The following sections include descriptions of species-specific effects adapted from the
2012 EIS/R (USBR and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, pp. 3.3-129 to 3.3-168).

3.2.2.1 Coho Salmon

The wide distribution and use of tributaries by both juvenile and adult coho salmon will likely
protect the population from the worst effects of the dam decommissioning. However, direct
mortality is anticipated for redds and smolts from the upper Klamath River, mid-Klamath River,
Shasta River, and Scott River population units. No mortality is anticipated for the Salmon River,
Trinity River, and Lower Klamath River populations under the most likely or worst-case
scenarios. Based on substantial reduction in the abundance of a year class in the short-term,
the effect of the dam decommissioning was found to be significant for the coho salmon from
the Upper Klamath River, Mid-Klamath River, Shasta River, and Scott River population units.

Based on spawning surveys conducted from 2001 to 2005 (Magneson and Gough 2006), 6 to
13 redds could be affected during reservoir drawdown. The anticipated loss of redds from the
Upper Klamath River coho salmon population unit was based on the peak count of redds
surveyed in all years (13 redds counted in 2001). Mainstem Upper Klamath River coho redd
surveys completed between 2001 and 2016 yielded 6 redds on average and no redds in 2009.
A total of 38 mainstem redds were documented between 2001-2005, with two-thirds of those
redds being found within 12 miles of the dam (NMFS 2010). Many of the redds anticipated to
be affected by the dam decommissioning are thought to be from returning hatchery fish
(NOAA 2010). To preserve existing genetic characteristics and to reduce the threat of
demographic extinction, under the Iron Gate Hatchery's hatchery genetic management plan
(HGMP), all adult coho salmon not used as broodstock have been returned to the Klamath
River to spawn naturally since 2010. Many of these hatchery-origin adult coho salmon stray
into Bogus Creek and the Shasta River to spawn while the remainder are thought to spawn in
the Klamath River below Iron Gate Dam. Therefore, based on the range of escapement
estimates in Ackerman et al. (2006), 13 redds could represent anywhere from 0.7 to 26
percent of the naturally returning spawners in the Upper Klamath River Population Unit, and
likely much less than 1 percent of the natural and hatchery returns combined (Magneson and
Gough 2006; USFWS, unpublished data, 2017).

3.2.2.2 Chinook Salmon — Fall Run

Fall Chinook salmon use the mainstem Klamath River for spawning, rearing, and as a migratory
corridor. Direct mortality is predicted for fall Chinook salmon redds and some smolts. The
effect of suspended sediment concentrations on juvenile fall Chinook salmon from the dam
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decommissioning is expected to be relatively minor because of variable life histories, the large
majority of age-0 juveniles that remain in tributaries until later in the spring and summer, and
because many of the fry that out-migrate to the mainstem come from tributaries in the mid-or
lower Klamath River, where suspended sediment concentrations resulting from the dam
decommissioning are expected to be lower due to dilution from tributaries.

Suspended sediment is predicted to result in 100 percent mortality of fall Chinook salmon
eggs and fry spawned in the mainstem Klamath River during the fall prior to the reservoir
drawdown year. Much of the overall effect on fall Chinook salmon will depend on the relative
proportion of mainstem spawners during the fall prior to the reservoir drawdown year. Based
on redd surveys using a mark and re-sight methodology from 1999 through 2009 (Magneson
and Wright 2010), an average of 2,100 redds from hatchery and naturally returning adults are
constructed in the mainstem Klamath River and represents approximately 8 percent of the
total, basin-wide escapement (USBR and CDFG 2012).

3.2.2.3 Steelhead — Summer and Winter

High suspended sediment concentrations resulting from the dam decommissioning are
anticipated to affect winter steelhead migrating during the winter and spring of the drawdown
year, particularly for the portion of the population that spawns in tributaries upstream of the
Trinity River (RM 43.4). For that portion of the population, effects are anticipated on adults,
run-backs, half-pounders, any juveniles rearing in the mainstem, and out-migrating smolts.
However, the broad spatial distribution of steelhead in the Klamath Basin and their flexible life
history suggests that some steelhead will avoid the most serious effects of the dam
decommissioning by remaining in tributaries for extended rearing, rearing farther downstream
where suspended sediment concentrations should be lower due to dilution, and/or moving out
of the mainstem into tributaries and off-channel habitats during winter to avoid periods of high
suspended sediment concentrations.

Additionally, the life history variability observed in steelhead means that, although numerous
year classes will be affected, not all individuals in any given year class will be exposed to
project effects. Some portion of the progeny of those adults that spawn successfully would
also rear in tributaries long enough to not only avoid the highest suspended sediment
concentrations, but may also not return to spawn for up to 2 years, when suspended sediment
resulting from the dam decommissioning should be greatly reduced. The high incidence of
repeat spawning among summer steelhead, ranging from 40 to 64 percent (Hopelain 1998)
should also increase that population’s resilience to dam decommissioning effects. Dam
decommissioning modeling results suggest the loss of up to 1,988 winter steelhead redds
and up to 130 summer steelhead redds (however, see updated steelhead population data in
Section 3.2.3).

3.2.2.4 Pacific Lamprey

Dam decommissioning would have short-term effects on Pacific lamprey related to high
suspended sediment concentrations, bedload sediment transport and deposition, and
impaired water quality (particularly low dissolved oxygen levels). Overall, because multiple year
classes of Pacific lamprey rear in the mainstem Klamath River at any given time, and since
adults will migrate upstream over the entire year, including the reservoir drawdown period
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when effects from the dam decommissioning will be most pronounced, effects on Pacific
lamprey adults and ammocoetes are anticipated to be substantial. However, because of their
wide spatial distribution and varied life history, most of the population, (which is distributed
from at least California along the Pacific Rim to Japan; Goodman and Reid 2012), would not be
affected by the dam decommissioning. In addition, Pacific lamprey are considered to have low
fidelity to their natal streams (FERC 2006), and may not enter the mainstem Klamath River if
environmental conditions are unfavorable during the reservoir drawdown period. Migration
into the Trinity River and other lower Klamath River tributaries may also increase during the
reservoir drawdown period because of poor water quality in the upper Klamath River. Low site
fidelity and a prevalence of tributary ammocoetes also increases the potential for Pacific
lamprey recolonization of mainstem habitats following dam decommissioning.

3.2.3 2012 EIS/R AR-1 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-1 plan (Vol. I, pp. 3.3-242 to 3.3-243) directed the capture and relocation of
adult spawning condition salmonids and Pacific lamprey to mitigate dam decommissioning
effects. A weir and trap system was proposed for installation directly upstream of the Shasta
River (RM 179.3), where the mainstem Klamath River is narrow enough to effectively trap
migrating salmonids. This location was also specified to ensure that fish returning to key
tributaries downstream of, and including the Shasta River, would not be interrupted. The weir
was proposed to be installed at the beginning of the fall migration and fished past the initial
dam drawdown period until high flows would require the trap be dismantled. Trap operation
would occur intermittently to allow volitional passage of fish upstream of the trap location and
would coincide with pulses of fish moving through the system. Trapped fish would then be
transported and released either into under-seeded tributaries downstream of Iron Gate Dam
(e.g., Scott River [RM 145.1]), or into tributaries or the mainstem Klamath River upstream of J.C.
Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0) if consistent with post-dam decommissioning management goals.

If necessary, additional surveys in the mainstem Klamath River downstream of Shasta River
were proposed to locate coho salmon spawning in the mainstem. Any identified adult coho
salmon and Chinook salmon, steelhead, or Pacific lamprey could be captured using dip nets,
electrofishing, or seines and transported to tributary habitat. Spawning surveys would be
conducted in December prior to reservoir drawdown, immediately prior to the first release of
sediment associated with dam removal.

3.2.4 KRRC Review of AR-1 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-1 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, new
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States was reviewed to understand how the aquatic
ecosystem might respond as discuss above. Major concerns discussed by KRRC and ATWG
regarding the 2012 AR-1 included:

o Feasibility of a weir and trap system during high flows and winter conditions.

e High anticipated mortality associated with trapping, handling, hauling, and releasing adult
spawning condition fall Chinook salmon and coho salmon.

o Impacts to wild fish populations inhabiting streams used to relocate captured fish.
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e Adult coho salmon location at time of the reservoir drawdowns.

¢ Chinook salmon with a high hatchery influence would be most affected by the reservoir
drawdowns.

e 2012 EIS/R baseline population estimates and effects uncertainty.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-1 feasibility and
appropriateness, based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

3.2.4.1 Weir and Trap System Feasibility

The 2012 EIS/R proposed weir and trap location was above the Shasta River confluence (RM
179.3) with the Klamath River. AR-1 guidance anticipated that the weir would be removed
periodically to allow for passage of coho salmon and fall Chinook salmon above the weir to the
upper Klamath River and its tributaries, and Iron Gate Hatchery (RM 192.4). The KRRC and
ATWG concluded that fall rains will increase river flows and will require weir and trap removal
from the river. Periods of increasing flow would also likely correspond with the greatest
quantities of fish moving into the upper Klamath River. The weir system would likely not be
operational during the reservoir drawdown period when winter-spring steelhead and Pacific
lamprey migration increases with high flows. Therefore, the weir system would be ineffective
at mitigating effects to migrating winter steelhead and Pacific lamprey during periods of high
flows.

The KRRC and ATWG concluded that it would likely be infeasible to trap and haul the large
number of fish that could be encountered in the upper Klamath River in an efficient, safe, and
cost-effective manner, and that if fish were relocated into tributary streams downstream of
Iron Gate Dam prior to reservoir drawdown, there was a high probability that many of those
fish would re-enter the Klamath River and spawn in the affected area. The number of returning
coho salmon and fall Chinook salmon in the fall prior to reservoir drawdown will depend on
several factors including year class strength, ocean conditions, ocean and lower river
fisheries, and Klamath River water quality conditions during the spawning migration. While the
number of fish that return to Iron Gate Hatchery (RM 192.4) vary widely, the average number of
fish returning to the Klamath River upstream of the Shasta River confluence (RM 179.3) is
substantial (Table 3-2) and would make trapping efforts intensive. For example, to trap the
typically small numbers of natural origin coho salmon or winter steelhead upstream of the
Shasta River confluence, there would be substantial effort to handle and sort large numbers of
spawning condition hatchery fall Chinook salmon that may not be relocated. Given poor water
quality conditions typical during the late summer migration, intensive fish handling, sorting,
and transport could result in significant stress and mortality of the target species, as
described below.

Ultimately, the KRRC concluded that trapping using a weir style system, handling, and hauling
a substantial portion of the typical returns to the upper Klamath River would be ineffective.
There have also not been similar efforts conducted on other large dam removal projects to
provide more certainty with this action.
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Table 3-4 Fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and winter steelhead return metrics for
Iron Gate Hatchery from 2000 to 2016

Return Metric Fall Chinook Salmon Coho Salmon Winter Steelhead
Maximum Return 72,474 2,573 631"
Average Return 20,229 855 242
Minimum Return 8,176 70 4

Source: CDFW 2016

" The peak winter steelhead return to Iron Gate Hatchery from 2000 to 2016 was 631 fish. Using the 2012 EIS/R
calculation method, 80 percent of fish returning to Iron Gate Hatchery migrate upstream after December 15™.
Under the worst-case scenario, 71 percent of mortality is predicted to occur due to the dam decommissioning
project. The 2012 EIS/R used a dataset published in 1994 (Busby et al. 1994) that included larger winter
steelhead returns than have occurred over the last 27 years.

3.2.4.2 Mortality Associated with Trapping, Handling, Hauling, and Releasing Adult Spawning-
condition Fall Chinook Salmon and Coho Salmon

The KRRC and ATWG concluded that spawning condition coho salmon and Chinook salmon
will begin to reach the proposed weir location at RM 179.3 in late summer and early fall when
water quality conditions are generally poor and fish are susceptible to pre-spawn mortality
due to stress and/or disease. Fish would potentially be more susceptible to disease and
parasites associated with low flows, high water temperatures, and fish crowding. Given the
expected condition of pre-spawn fish and poor water quality, the added stress associated
with trapping, handling, hauling, and releasing captured fish is expected to result in high
mortality of translocated fish.

Fish condition at the time of trapping influences mortality potential (Keefer et al. 2010).
Primary injury and mortality events prior to fish transport are often associated with debris
accumulation in the trap box, fish reaction to anesthesia, handling stress, and over-crowding
in the trap box. Fish in overcrowded transport tanks may expire due to low oxygen
concentrations and warm water temperatures. In a trap and haul study on the San Joaquin
River in California, adult fall Chinook salmon were trapped and transported in November. Of
the 119 fish that were handled, 4 percent of fish died prior to transport and 8 percent died
during transport (Bigelow et al. 2013). A trap and haul study that evaluated effects on adult,
sexually mature fall Chinook salmon reported mortality of 19 percent (Geist et al. 2016),
substantially higher than a comparison experiment using adult rainbow trout (Mesa et al. 2013
cited in Geist et al. 2016). In a study of transport and pre-spawn mortality of adult fall Chinook
salmon in the Willamette River, Keefer et al. (2010) found that adult spring Chinook salmon that
were captured, transported, and out-planted above barrier dams in the Willamette River,
Oregon was 48 percent, ranging from 0 to 93 percent for individual release groups. Mortality
rates strongly correlated with fish condition and water temperature.

Delayed post-release, pre-spawn mortality has also been detected in other projects, with
mortality likely related to transport stress rather than water quality or disease issues which
would manifest in more rapid (hours) or longer term (weeks) mortality, respectively (Mann et al.
2011).
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In summary, the KRRC concluded the potential handling mortality and reduced spawning
success associated with an intensive trap and haul program could result in significant losses
of fall Chinook salmon and coho salmon and counter the expected benefits of a trap and haul
effort.

3.2.4.3 Impacts to Wild Fish Populations Inhabiting Relocation Streams

The KRRC and ATWG expressed concerns regarding the relocation of fall Chinook salmon and
coho salmon that are highly influenced by Iron Gate Hatchery genetics to tributaries
potentially inhabited by wild fish with limited hatchery influence. The KRRC and ATWG also
concluded that there would be few viable options for recipient tributary streams based on
genetics and disease concerns.

The original AR-1 was in part intended to assist in the reintroduction of anadromous
salmonids upstream of Iron Gate Dam. Contrary to ODFW's draft reintroduction plan (2008),
ODFW is currently developing a reintroduction strategy for anadromous fish reintroduction to
the Upper Klamath Basin (T. Wise, ODFW, personal communication). The strategy, while in
development, is expected to rely primarily on natural recolonization of the Klamath River and
associated tributaries downstream from Upper Klamath Lake, and tributaries in the Upper
Klamath Lake watershed. CDFW is likewise concerned with introducing transplanted coho
salmon and fall Chinook salmon of unknown genetics and disease condition into wild
populations that spawn in the Klamath River and tributaries.

Chinook salmon exhibit substantial population genetic structure across the species’
geographic range including the Klamath River Basin (Kinziger et al. 2013). Chinook salmon in
the Klamath River Basin exhibit a complex genetic structure defined primarily by basin
geography. The Iron Gate Hatchery (RM 192.4) has a profound influence on Klamath River fall
Chinook salmon in the vicinity of the hatchery. Kinziger et al. (2013) found the proportion of
naturally spawning fall Chinook salmon of Iron Gate Hatchery origin decreased with distance
from the hatchery. Natural origin Chinook sampled in Bogus Creek (RM 192.4), Shasta River
(RM 179.3), and the Scott River (RM 145.1) had decreasing proportions of hatchery genetics
with increasing distance from the hatchery. Fall Chinook salmon spawning between Iron Gate
Dam (RM 192.9) and the Shasta River (RM 179.3) exhibit the greatest introgression of Iron Gate
Hatchery fish genes. The influence of Iron Gate Hatchery genetics on fall Chinook salmon is
greatly diminished by the Scott River (RM 145.1).

In light of these considerations, relocating fall Chinook salmon from downstream of Iron Gate
Dam to Klamath River tributaries would be restricted to tributaries between Iron Gate Dam and
the Shasta River to minimize genetic effects to tributary populations. However, moving fish
with a higher proportion of hatchery-influenced genetics farther from the hatchery has the
potential to extend the hatchery’s introgressive influence to downstream fall Chinook salmon
populations that are outside of the direct influence of Iron Gate Hatchery (Kinziger et al. 2013).
Additionally, streams between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and the Shasta River (RM 179.3) that
support fall Chinook spawning are currently limited by water availability and quality during the
fall spawning migration period.

In summary, the KRRC and ATWG concluded that relocating fall Chinook salmon and coho
salmon of unknown genetic composition to the Klamath River upstream of Iron Gate Dam or to
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under-seeded tributaries near Iron Gate Dam presents an unacceptable genetic risk (and
possibly disease risk) to other populations potentially dominated by wild fish.

3.2.4.4 Adult Coho Salmon Location at Time of the Reservoir Drawdowns

The KRRC and ATWG concluded that since coho salmon primarily spawn in Klamath River
tributaries, adult coho salmon will largely be unaffected by poor water quality conditions
associated with reservoir drawdown in the mainstem Klamath River. Additionally, it is believed
that the small numbers of coho that do spawn in the mainstem river are mostly of hatchery
origin (NOAA 2014). Expected mortality associated with trapping, handling, hauling, and
releasing adult coho salmon would stress fish that would not be affected by reservoir
drawdown if these fish were instead allowed to reach their spawning tributaries (e.g., Bogus
Creek). The reservoir drawdown schedule was also in part developed to account for coho
salmon entry into tributaries to minimize dam decommissioning effects. Attempting to capture
small numbers of mainstem spawning coho salmon would likely impact greater numbers of
coho than would be impacted by dam removal activities.

Overall, the KRRC and ATWG concluded a trap and haul program as prescribed in the 2012
EIS/R would negatively affect coho salmon that would otherwise migrate to their native
tributary streams in the upper Klamath River.

3.2.4.5 2012 EIS/R Baseline Population Estimates and Project Effects Uncertainty

Effects to adult fish outlined in the 2012 EIS/R included approximations and assumptions that
were based on limited data on Klamath River anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey
populations; incorporated a conservative analysis of fish avoidance behavior to the
anticipated water quality conditions; and in part included a worst-case scenario analysis of
dam removal effects on adult salmonids and Pacific lamprey. The following sections provide
updated population information for winter steelhead and Pacific lamprey, and identify project
effects uncertainty that should be considered in updating the effects determinations.

Steelhead Population Update

Steelhead data for the Klamath River Basin upstream of the Trinity River are limited. Population
data for winter steelhead in the 2012 EIS/R were based on Iron Gate Hatchery returns
published in 1994 (Busby et al. 1994). In a strong return year based on the 1994 dataset, 3,500
adult winter steelhead returned to Iron Gate Hatchery (USBR and CDFG 2012). The 2012
analysis estimated that there would be 71 percent mortality to 80 percent of those fish based
on run timing and effects of suspended sediment. Using updated winter steelhead counts for
the Iron Gate Hatchery from 2000 to 2016 (Table 3-2), the peak and average numbers of adult
winter steelhead returning to Iron Gate Hatchery were 631 and 242 steelhead, respectively. In
2016, steelhead returns to the hatchery were zero (CDFW 2016). If returns to Iron Gate
Hatchery are indicative of the broader winter steelhead population, the precipitous decline
suggests a lower number of winter steelhead are likely to be impacted during facilities removal
and therefore an updated winter steelhead loss and mitigation number should be established
for addressing effects to adult winter steelhead. Using the same methodology contained in
the 2012 EIS/R, but applied to the 2000-2016 steelhead return data, effects to steelhead
would result in aloss of 358 and 138 steelhead on a peak and average year, respectively.
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Video monitoring conducted in Bogus Creek and the Shasta River by CDFW between 2007
and 2016 also provides context to the recent abundance of upper Klamath steelhead
populations. Average returns of adult steelhead counted by video were 53 and 102 steelhead
for Bogus Creek and the Shasta River, respectively, during the 10-year period. However, many
of those years video monitoring was terminated in December or January and did not capture
the full steelhead migration period. In years where video monitoring or a combination of video
counts and SONAR counts covered the full migration period (2013 and 2016 for Bogus Creek
and 2012, 2015, and 2016 for Shasta River) total steelhead counted averaged 94 for Bogus
Creek and 194 for the Shasta River (CDFW, unpublished data, 2017). Likewise, no steelhead
have been produced at Iron Gate Hatchery since 2012 (K. Pomeroy, CDFW, personal
communication, 2017). These numbers are indicative of the low returns of hatchery and
natural origin steelhead in the upper Klamath River.

Pacific Lamprey Population Update

Recent genetic analysis of Pacific lamprey suggests no significant population structure exists
across populations or regions, indicating a high degree of historical gene flow even across
expansive distances of the northern Pacific Rim (Goodman and Reid 2012). Weak population
structure and low site fidelity may reduce the short-term effects to Pacific lamprey identified
in the 2012 EIS/R. Because the metapopulation is now believed to be relatively
undifferentiated across the species’ range, the percentage of adult and larval Pacific lamprey
that will be affected by the dam decommissioning relative to the population as a whole will be
insignificant.

Project Effects Uncertainty

Studies suggest that high suspended sediment concentrations (Newcombe and Jensen 1996;
Chapman et al. 2014; Kjelland et al. 2015) and low dissolved oxygen concentrations (Bjorn and
Reiser 1991; Washington Department of Ecology [WDOE] 2002; Carter 2005) affect adult
salmonid behavior. Adult salmonid behavioral changes to high suspended sediment
concentrations include avoidance of turbid waters in homing adult anadromous salmonids.
Physiological effects of high turbidity include physiological stress and respiratory impairment,
damage to gills, reduced tolerance to disease and toxicants, reduced survival, and direct
mortality (Newcombe and Jensen 1996). Concentration and duration of elevated suspended
sediment, as well as other factors including water temperature, disease, and river flow,
influence the effect of suspended sediment on salmonids.

The effects of low dissolved oxygen levels, eutrophication, or turbidity on natural populations
of Pacific lamprey adults and ammocoetes are unknown. Adult steelhead and Pacific lamprey
entering the Klamath River during reservoir drawdown and dam removal would encounter poor
water conditions and would be expected to avoid poor water quality by either entering
tributary streams or using habitats less affected by high suspended sediment concentrations
(e.g., tributary confluences or off-channel areas). For instance, in 2012 during dam
deconstruction on the Elwha River, a high proportion (44 percent) of Chinook salmon redds
were documented in two clear water tributaries (Indian Creek and Little River), while surveys
conducted following dam removal activities (2014-2016) resulted in over 95 percent of
Chinook redds constructed in the mainstem river. The high proportion of tributary spawning
by fall Chinook salmon in 2012 suggests that these streams provided refugia from the effects
of dam removal (McHenry et al. 2017). There is increasing evidence that fish will modify their
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behavior to avoid areas of high suspended sediment concentrations levels immediately
following dam removal, thereby reducing the impact of reduced water quality on their
populations. This is consistent with ecological and evolutionary theories that predict that fish
evolve behaviors to avoid episodic events resulting is poor water quality, such as landslides,
fires, and other naturally occurring processes.

The approach presented in the 2012 EIS/R to determine the anticipated effects assumed that
fish would not exhibit any of these behavioral responses and instead suffer mortality by
voluntarily remaining in areas that had lethal concentrations of suspended sediment for
extended periods of time.

Effects to adult fall Chinook salmon are muted by the fact that any cohort is made up of
several age classes of adult spawners. Adult returns the year following dam removal will be
comprised of age-2, 3, and 4 fish that will be in the ocean during the dam decommissioning
process. Benefits of dam decommissioning that are expected to be evident the first year
following dam decommissioning include increased mainstem and tributary spawning habitat,
reduction in disease-induced mortality, and reduction or elimination of redd-superimposition
in spawning areas downstream of Iron Gate Dam (N. Hetrick, USFWS, personal
communication, 2017). The improved conditions for fall Chinook salmon following dam
decommissioning will bolster multiple age classes in the short and long-term, producing
larger overall adult run sizes even with the anticipated short-term effects of the dam
decommissioning.

3.3 AR-1 Summary

The Klamath River dam decommissioning project is anticipated to have significant short-term
effects, but long-term benefits for fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, winter steelhead, and
Pacific lamprey. The 2012 EIS/R AR-1 mitigation plan included installing a weir and trap system
on the Klamath River immediately upstream from the Shasta River confluence. The trap was
proposed to be operated periodically to trap and haul fish for release into under-seeded
tributaries upstream and downstream from Iron Gate Dam. The ATWG highlighted several
concerns associated with the 2012 AR-1 plan, including trapping feasibility, handling mortality,
potential genetic and disease effects of relocated fish on wild populations, disruption of adult
coho salmon migration to spawning tributaries, and uncertainty of anticipated effects of the
Project on adult salmonids and Pacific lamprey. The ATWG stated that these concerns could
result in the original AR-1 mitigation effort being ineffective at reducing the Project’'s impacts
and potentially introducing additional risks to adult anadromous salmonids and Pacific
lamprey populations. Therefore, the ATWG determined that additional options in the form of
an updated AR-1 are warranted.

The updated AR-1 plan, includes the development and implementation of a monitoring and
adaptive management plan to offset the dam decommissioning effects on mainstem
spawning. AR-1 actions include a 2-year tributary confluence monitoring effort and
addressing sediment and debris obstructions that block volitional upstream passage from the
Klamath River into tributaries. The second action includes a spawning habitat evaluation on
the Klamath River and tributaries in the Hydroelectric Reach. If existing spawning habitat
conditions do not meet target metrics, spawning gravel augmentation will be completed on
both the mainstem and key tributaries in the Hydroelectric Reach.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 3-14



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

The objective of AR-2 is to address dam decommissioning effects on juvenile anadromous
fish in the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam. The original 2012 EIS/R AR-2 plan
focused on trapping and hauling juvenile anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey from 13
key tributaries prior to juvenile entry into the mainstem Klamath River during dam
decommissioning. Trapped fish would be hauled and released into the Klamath River
downstream from the Trinity River confluence where suspended sediment concentrations will
be diluted by tributary inputs to sublethal concentrations. The updated AR-2 includes three
actions including: sampling and salvaging yearling coho salmon from the Klamath River from
Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) downstream to the Trinity River confluence (RM 43.4), and relocating
captured fish to constructed off-channel ponds prior to reservoir drawdown; monitoring and
ensuring tributary-mainstem connectivity; and monitoring juvenile salmonids and water
quality conditions at the 13 key tributaries, and salvage and relocating juvenile salmonids if
water quality thresholds are exceeded. The updated AR-2 actions are the best opportunities
to offset juvenile anadromous fish losses during reservoir drawdown.

4.1 Proposed Updated AR-2

Based on areview of the original AR-2 presented in Section 4.2, input from the ATWG, and

recent fisheries literature, the KRRC concluded an updated AR-2 is necessary to offset the
anticipated short-term effects of dam decommissioning on outmigrating juvenile fish. The
updated AR-2 includes three actions targeting juvenile salmonids.

e Action 1: Sampling and salvage of overwintering juvenile coho salmon from the Klamath
River between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and the Trinity River (RM 43.4) confluence prior
to reservoir drawdown. Up to 500 juvenile coho salmon are anticipated to be caught and
relocated to off-channel ponds in order to protect this small, but important life history
strategy in ESA-listed coho salmon population. Relocation efforts will be conducted in
late December after fall redistribution period, in consultation with ATWG.

e Action 2: A monitoring and adaptive management plan will be prepared with input from
the ATWG to monitor tributary-mainstem connectivity. Tributary-mainstem confluences,
four sites in the Hydroelectric Reach and five sites in the 8-mile reach from Iron Gate Dam
(RM 192.9) to Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9), will be evaluated for 2-years from the onset
of reservoir drawdown. If present, confluence blockages will be actively removed during
the 2-year evaluation period to ensure volitional passage for juvenile Chinook salmon,
coho salmon, steelhead, and Pacific lamprey. Juvenile salmonids are expected to benefit
from dam decommissioning by restoring access to at least 13.9 miles of key tributary
rearing habitats in the Hydroelectric Reach and several recognized thermal refugia areas
including Jenny and Fall creeks.

e Action 3: The third action of the monitoring and adaptive management plan will include
monitoring juvenile salmonids and water quality conditions in 13 key tributary
confluences between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and the Trinity River (RM 43.4). Tributary
water temperatures and mainstem suspended sediment concentrations will be monitored
beginning March 1 of the drawdown year. If water quality triggers are exceeded, juvenile
salmonids will be salvaged from the tributary confluences and relocated to cool water
tributaries and existing off-channel ponds.
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The proposed actions are intended to reduce Project effects on juvenile salmonids and Pacific
lamprey during reservoir drawdown. The following sections provide additional detail on the
proposed actions.

4.1.1 Action 1: Mainstem Salvage of Overwintering Juvenile Salmonids

The following sections provide information pertaining to mainstem salvage of overwintering
juvenile salmonids, particularly yearling coho salmon.

4.1.1.1 Reconnaissance

Up to 15 sites between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) and the Trinity River (RM 43.4) will be
sampled during November and December of 2018 to determine the presence and relative
abundance of yearling coho salmon. While low numbers of yearling coho salmon (<500) are
expected to be encountered, these fish would be particularly vulnerable to the effects of
elevated suspended sediment concentrations from reservoir drawdown and represent a small,
but important life history strategy in the ESA-listed coho salmon population (T. Soto, Karuk
Tribe, personal communication, 2017). Juvenile coho salmon overwintering downstream of the
Trinity River will not be targeted for sampling or salvage efforts as water quality conditions
associated with the reservoir drawdown period are expected to be similar to existing
conditions (USBR and CDFG 2012). Sites above the Trinity River that will be sampled include
the Bulk Plant backwater and floodplain channel, Independence Creek floodplain channel,
Sandy Bar Creek floodplain channel, and a number of mainstem backwater pools, confluence
areas, and alcoves. Final site selection for the reconnaissance effort will be determined in
consultation with ATWG.

4.1.1.2 Overwintering Juvenile Salmonids Salvage and Relocation

Following the reconnaissance effort, an overwintering yearling coho salmon relocation effort
will be conducted in December prior to reservoir drawdown. Through coordination with the
ATWG, salvage and relocation efforts will be done as late in the year as possible to limit any
potential impact to the redistribution of fish to off-channel habitats. In addition, fish will not be
captured and relocated from areas that have tributary or ground water accretions that would
provide refuge from high suspended sediment loads

The number of sites will be based on the results of the 2018 reconnaissance effort although it
is anticipated that up to 15 sites will be seined and trapped. A two-day effort with a 4-person
crew and transport truck is anticipated at each site. The expected total catch of overwintering
juvenile coho salmon in mainstem and off-channel habitats of the Klamath River is expected to
be less than 500 individuals based on previous sampling efforts conducted by the Yurok Tribe
and Karuk Tribe (Hillemeier et al. 2009). Seined and trapped juvenile coho salmon would be
transported to six existing off-channel ponds located on Seiad Creek (RM 131.9), West Grider
Creek (RM 131.8), Stanshaw Creek (RM 77.1), and Camp Creek (RM 57.4). Other native fish
captured during the seining and trapping effort, such as juvenile steelhead and juvenile
Chinook salmon will also be relocated to the same off-channel ponds unless the numbers of
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relocated fish exceeds the capacity of those habitats, in which case, salmonids other than
coho salmon will be placed into tributary streams adjacent to the salvage locations. Capacity
of existing habitat area will be evaluated prior to relocation efforts. Fish relocated to off-
channel ponds will be allowed to volitionally move between ponds and tributary streams.

4.1.2  Action 2: Tributary-Mainstem Connectivity Monitoring

The following sections provide information on the monitoring and adaptive management plan
pertaining to tributary-mainstem connectivity.

4.1.2.1 Tributary-Mainstem Connectivity Monitoring

To ensure that rearing habitat is accessible following reservoir drawdown, fish passage
monitoring and adaptive actions will occur at the confluence areas of key Klamath River
tributaries and side channels upstream and downstream of Iron Gate Dam. Tributary
confluences in the Hydroelectric Reach may be affected by sediment deposits and debris
obstructions as the reservoir are drawdown. Tributary deltas may create fish passage barriers
that would limit upstream migration of anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey.

Based on hydraulic and sediment transport modeling completed by USBR (Section 9.2.1.4;
2011), sediment deposition during reservoir drawdown is predicted from Bogus Creek (RM
192.4) downstream to Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9). From Bogus Creek (RM 192.4)
downstream to Willow Creek (RM 187.8), approximately 1.5 feet of sediment deposition is
anticipated. From Willow Creek downstream to Cottonwood Creek, deposition of less than 1
foot is expected. Areas downstream of Cottonwood Creek are expected to have only minor
deposition with deposits less than 0.25 feet (USBR 201 1). No additional deposition is
predicted in the Bogus Creek to Cottonwood Creek reach following dam decommissioning.

Species that would be potentially affected by obstructed tributary connections include
outmigrating Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead and Pacific lamprey during and
following reservoir drawdown. Further, depending on erosion rates of reservoir sediments,
tributary confluences in the reservoir areas may not meet fish passage conditions following
drawdown.

Tributary confluences to be monitored in the 2-year period following dam decommissioning
include Bogus Creek (RM 192.4), Dry Creek (RM 190.9), Little Bogus Creek (RM 189.8), Willow
Creek (RM 187.8), and Cottonwood Creek (184.9). Tributaries in the Bogus Creek to
Cottonwood Creek reach were selected as they are recognized as influential tributaries (e.g.,
historical fisheries importance or important freshwater sources) in the mid-Klamath River
(Soto et al. 2008). Hydroelectric Reach tributaries to be monitored include Spencer Creek (RM
230.5), Shovel Creek (RM 209.0), Fall Creek (RM 198.9), and Jenny Creek (RM 196.8). These
tributaries were selected based on having historical or potential habitat for adult salmonids
(Huntington 2006).

4.1.2.2 Tributary Connectivity Maintenance

Unnatural tributary obstructions that limit volitional fish passage will be remedied through
appropriate manual or mechanical means. Example removal methods may include removing
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sediment using hand tools or hydraulic equipment. Removed material will be placed in the
mainstem Klamath River downstream of the tributary confluence or on the adjacent
floodplain. The Project restoration plan allows for incorporation of engineered roughness
elements at tributary connection points, as appropriate.

4.1.3 Action 3: Rescue and Relocation of Juvenile Salmonids and Pacific Lamprey
from Tributary Confluence Areas

The following sections provide information on the monitoring and adaptive management plan
pertaining to salvage and relocation of juvenile salmonids from tributary confluence areas.

4.1.3.1 Tributary and Mainstem Water Monitoring and Juvenile Fish Salvage

A monitoring and adaptive management plan will include monitoring juvenile salmonids and
water quality conditions in 13 key tributary confluences between Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9)
and the Trinity River confluence (RM 43.4). Tributaries to be monitored include Bogus Creek
(RM 192.4), Dry Creek (RM 190.9), Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9), Shasta River (RM 179.3),
Humbug Creek (RM 173.9), Beaver Creek (RM 163.3), Horse Creek (RM 149.5), Scott River (RM
145.1), Tom Martin Creek (RM 144.6), O'Neil Creek (RM 139.1), Walker Creek (RM 135.2), Grider
Creek (RM 132.1), and Seiad Creek (RM 131.9).

Water temperatures in tributary streams will be monitored beginning March 1 of the drawdown
year. If water temperatures reach 17°C (7-day average of the daily maximum values), the ATWG
will convene to to discuss and agree upon appropriate measures to minimize impacts to
juvenile salmonids. If the ATWG determines a juvenile salvage effort is necessary, the salvage
effort would include capturing fish from confluence areas, loading them to aerated transport
trucks, and relocating them to cool water tributaries including, but not limited to the Seiad
Creek complex (RM 131.9). The following considerations should be discussed with the ATWG
prior to the final decision on salvage:

e Fishthat are using confluence areas may be exhibiting behavioral responses to avoid high
suspended sediments, and may not require salvage

e Stress and mortality associated with moving fish

e Effects moving fish can have upon straying of adults

¢ Unknown capacity of areas where fish are being moved

The Seiad Creek complex includes constructed off-channel ponds and connected cool water
tributary channels. The complex provides juvenile salmonids with a variety of habitats that
they can choose to use. If the number of salvaged fish exceeds the capacity of the Seiad
Creek complex, juvenile salmonids may also be relocated to Beaver Creek (RM 163.3), Cade
Creek (RM 110.9), EIk Creek (RM 107.2), Tom Martin Creek (RM 144.6), and Sandy Bar Creek
(RM 77.8) as well as constructed off-channel ponds located on West Grider Creek (RM 131.8),
Camp Creek (RM 57.4), and Stanshaw Creek (RM 77.1). A multi-day salvage effort will be
conducted at the confluence of the Shasta and Scott rivers and single day salvage efforts will
be conducted at other tributary confluence areas by a 4-person crew and 2 transport trucks.
Multiple days may be necessary at the Shasta and Scott River confluences based on juvenile
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salmonid abundance in the two tributaries. The final salvage plan details will be determined
through close coordination with the ATWG.

4.2 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-2, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-2 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on AR-2 species, and recent fisheries literature relative to
juvenile salmonid outmigration. This information is presented in support of the updated AR-2
measure.

4.2.1 AR-2 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-2 include:

e Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) — Southern Oregon/Northern California Coastal
(SONCC) evolutionary significant unit (ESU): Federally Threatened; California Threatened,;
Tribal Trust Species

¢ Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU - Fall Run: California
Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU — Spring Run:
California Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Steelhead (O. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province distinct population segment (DPS) -
Summer Run: California Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Steelhead (O. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province DPS — Winter Run: Tribal Trust
Species

e Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus): California Species of Special Concern; Tribal
Trust Species

4.2.2  Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-2 Species

Short-term effects of dam removal are expected to result in mostly sublethal, and in some
cases lethal, impacts to a portion of the juvenile Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead, and
Pacific lamprey that are outmigrating from tributary streams to the Klamath River during late
winter and early spring of the drawdown year. Deleterious short-term effects are expected to
be caused by high suspended sediment concentrations and low dissolved oxygen levels in the
Klamath River from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) downstream to Orleans (RM 59.0). Under the
worst-case scenario, lost juvenile production in the Upper Klamath River, Middle Klamath River,
Shasta River, and Scott River, includes the loss of up to: 669 fall Chinook salmon smolts, 6,536
coho smolts, 11,207 age-1 steelhead, 9,412 age-2 steelhead (USBR and CDFG 2012). Table 3-
1 includes the likely and worst-case effects to anadromous outmigrating juveniles
downstream from Iron Gate Dam.

Table 4-1 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for outmigrating juvenile
salmonids and Pacific lamprey ammocoetes
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
Coho Salmon Outmigrating Smolts Loss of 2,668 (3%) Loss of 6,536 (8%)
Chinook Salmon - Fall Type lll Smolts Loss of 0-189 (<0.02%) Loss of 0-669 (<0.07%)
Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018

Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 4-5



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

Age-1+Rearingl  Loss of up to 8,200 (14%) Loss of up to 11,207

Steelhead (19%)
Age-2+ Rearing Loss of up t0 6,893 (13%) Loss of up to 9,412 (18%)
Pacific Lamprey Ammocoetes High mortality (52%)2 High mortality (71%)2

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

T Under existing conditions there is 20 percent mortality predicted for Age-1+ rearing.

2The 2012 EIS/R predicted Pacific lamprey mortality based on mortality models developed for suspended
sediment impacts to salmonids. Model output did not include the number of predicted Pacific lamprey
mortalities.

The following sections include descriptions of species-specific effects adapted from the
2012 EIS/R (USBR and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, pp. 3.3-129 to 3.3-168).

4.2.2.1 Coho Salmon

The wide distribution and use of tributaries by both juvenile and adult coho salmon will likely
protect the population from the worst effects of the dam decommissioning. However, direct
mortality is anticipated for redds and smolts from the upper Klamath River, mid-Klamath River,
Shasta River, and Scott River population units. No mortality is anticipated for the Salmon River,
Trinity River, and Lower Klamath River populations under the most likely or worst-case
scenarios. Based on substantial reduction in the abundance of a year class in the short-term,
the effect of the dam decommissioning was found to be significant for the coho salmon from
the Upper Klamath River, Mid-Klamath River, Shasta River, and Scott River population units.

Age-1 juveniles that have either successfully over-summered or moved from tributaries into
the mainstem in fall could be exposed to much higher suspended sediment concentrations in
the mainstem during the winter of facility removal than under existing conditions, and may
suffer mortality rates of up to 52 percent under a worst-case scenario (USBR and CDFG 2012).
However, many juveniles in the mainstem Klamath River appear to migrate to the lower river to
rear and may avoid adverse conditions in the mainstem by using tributary or off-channel
habitats during winter, thus reducing their exposure and potential mortality (Hillemeier et al.
2009; Soto et al. 2009), consistent with the observation that juvenile salmonids avoid turbid
conditions (Sigler et al. 1984; Servizi and Martens 1992). This strategy may be even more
pronounced under elevated suspended sediment concentrations expected as a result of the
dam decommissioning project. Overall, it is not known how many juveniles rear in the
mainstem during winter, but it is assumed to be a small (<1 percent) proportion of any of the
coho salmon populations (USBR and CDFG 2012).

Coho salmon smolts from the cohort prior to reservoir drawdown are expected to outmigrate
to the ocean beginning in late February, although the majority of coho smolts typically
outmigrate to the mainstem Klamath during April and May (Wallace 2004). During migrant
trapping studies from 1997 to 2006 in tributaries upstream of and including Seiad Creek
(Horse Creek, Seiad Creek, Shasta River, and Scott River), 44 percent of coho smolts were
captured from February 15 to March 31, and 56 percent from April 1 through the end of June
(Courter et al. 2008).
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Smolts outmigrating in early spring (prior to April 1), are likely to suffer up to 60 percent
mortality under the 2012 EIS/R worst-case scenario (USBR and CDFG 2012). Based on
modeled population estimates presented in Courter et al. (2008), the anticipated 60 percent
mortality would represent a loss of up to 6,536 smolts from the Upper Klamath River, Shasta
River, Scott River, and Middle-Klamath River coho populations.

Smolts outmigrating in late spring (after April 1) would be exposed to lower suspended
sediment concentrations, and may experience only slightly worse physiological stress and
reduced growth rates compared with existing conditions, even under the worst-case scenario
(USBR and CDFG 2012).

4.2.2.2 Chinook Salmon — Fall Run

Fall Chinook salmon use the mainstem Klamath River for spawning, rearing, and as a migratory
corridor. Effects of suspended sediment concentrations on juvenile fall Chinook salmon from
dam decommissioning are expected to be relatively minor because of varied life histories.
During juvenile salmonid outmigration trapping conducted at Big Bar on the Klamath River
between 1997-2000, very few Chinook were captured before the beginning of June (USFWS
2001). The large majority of age-0 juveniles (Type | outmigrants) remain in tributaries until later
in the spring and summer when water quality conditions are expected to be improved relative
to late winter and early spring. Type Il outmigrants typically rear in tributaries before
outmigrating to the mainstem Klamath River and estuary in fall (Sullivan 1989). Additionally,
many of the fry that outmigrate to the Klamath River originate in tributaries in the mid or lower
Klamath River, where suspended sediment concentrations resulting from the dam
decommissioning are expected to be lower due to dilution from tributaries (USBR and CDFG
2012). Based on trapping data from Big Bar, approximately 63 percent of Chinook smolts are
Type | outmigrants and 37 percent are Type Il outmigrants (USFWS 2001).

A small proportion of juvenile Chinook salmon typically remain to rear in the spawning
tributaries until outmigrating in late winter and early spring as yearlings (Type Ill outmigrants).
Although fish exhibiting this life history trait would be most susceptible to the effects of
suspended sediment concentrations, these fish represent a very small proportion (<1 percent
of all production) of the Klamath River fall Chinook salmon population (USFWS 2001). Based
on outmigrant trapping in the mainstem Klamath River at Big Bar, around 942,829 Chinook
salmon smolts outmigrate each spring, including both hatchery and naturally produced fish
(USFWS 2001). Only 31 Type Ill outmigrating smolts were captured over 4 years, representing
approximately 0.1 percent of the total catch. Based on yearly abundance estimates, this
equates to approximately 943 total Type lll smolts per year (USFWS 2001). Under the 2012
EIS/R worst-case scenario, mortality rates of up 71 percent are predicted during the dam
decommissioning, equating to 669 smolts, or approximately 0.07 percent of the total fall
Chinook salmon smolt production. Type | and Type Il juvenile outmigrants are expected to
experience only sublethal effects (USBR and CDFG 2012).

4.2.2.3 Steelhead — Summer and Winter

Juvenile steelhead rear in the mainstem Klamath River, Klamath River tributaries, and the
estuary. Since most (>90 percent) juvenile steelhead smolt at age-2, those juveniles leaving
tributaries to rear in the mainstem will be exposed to elevated suspended sediment
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concentrations resulting from the dam decommissioning through both winter and spring
(USBR and CDFG 2012). Based on captures in tributaries and the mainstem, approximately 40
percent of the population rears in tributaries until age-2 (USFWS 2001), and will only be
susceptible to mainstem water quality conditions during outmigration. The approximately 60
percent of the rearing population that outmigrates from tributaries as age-0 or age-1 fish, and
rears for extended periods in the mainstem upstream of Trinity River, would likely be exposed
to much higher suspended sediment concentrations than under existing conditions, with
mortality rates up to 100 percent under the worst-case scenario (USBR and CDFG 2012).

Despite these anticipated mortality rates, the broad spatial distribution of steelhead in the
Klamath Basin and their flexible life histories suggest that some steelhead will avoid the most
serious effects of dam decommissioning by remaining in tributaries for extended rearing,
rearing farther downstream where suspended sediment concentrations is expected to be
lower due to tributary dilution, and/or moving out of the mainstem into tributaries and off-
channel habitats to avoid periods of high suspended sediment concentrations. From past
studies, many of these juveniles avoid conditions in the mainstem by using tributary and off-
channel habitats during winter, which would reduce their exposure to poor water quality during
dam decommissioning (Hillemeier et al. 2009; Soto et al. 2009), consistent with the
observation that juvenile salmonids avoid turbid conditions (Sigler et al. 1984; Servizi and
Martens 1992). Most smolts migrate prior to the fall, so many juveniles should already be in
the estuary or ocean when initial pulses in sediment occur after December 31 prior to
reservoir drawdown, or they may migrate out of the mainstem later in the winter after
suspended sediment concentrations decrease.

Life history variability observed in steelhead means that, although numerous year classes will
be affected, not all individuals in any given year class will be exposed to project effects. Some
portion of the progeny of those adults that spawn successfully in winter and spring of the
reservoir drawdown year would also rear in tributaries long enough to not only avoid the
highest suspended sediment concentrations, but may also not return to spawn for up to 2
years, when suspended sediment resulting from the dam decommissioning should be greatly
reduced. The high incidence of repeat spawning among summer steelhead, ranging from 40
to 64 percent (Hopelain 1998), should also increase that population’s resilience to dam
decommissioning effects.

4.2.2.4 Pacific Lamprey

Dam decommissioning would have short-term effects on Pacific lamprey related to
suspended sediment concentrations, bedload sediment transport and deposition, and
impaired water quality (particularly dissolved oxygen). Overall, because multiple year classes
of Pacific lamprey rear in the mainstem Klamath River at any given time, and since adults will
migrate upstream over the entire year, including January of the reservoir drawdown year when
effects from the dam decommissioning will be most pronounced, effects on Pacific lamprey
adults and ammocoetes are anticipated to be substantial. However, because of their wide
spatial distribution and varied life history, most of the population, (which is distributed from at
least California along the Pacific Rim to Japan [Goodman and Reid 2012]), would not be
affected by the dam decommissioning. Effects of suspended sediment on lamprey
ammocoetes are not well understood and for the 2012 EIS/R analysis were based on using the
same anticipated effects for juvenile salmonids. This likely overestimates any effects to
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lamprey ammocoetes since their preferred rearing strategy is to burrow in fine sediments
mixed with organic matter. While some of the actions listed in the proposed updated AR-2
below have the potential to benefit Pacific lamprey ammocoetes, (i.e., tributary connectivity
and habitat restoration) no specific actions have been developed to specifically target Pacific
lamprey for relocation from the areas affected by bedload or high suspended sediment
concentrations. Additional discussion of Pacific lamprey ammocoetes effects is provided in
AR-5.

42.3 2012 EIS/R AR-2 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-2 plan (2012 EIS/R, Vol. |, pp 3.3-243 to 3.3-245) included water quality
monitoring to evaluate Klamath River suspended sediment concentrations. If pre-determined
water quality thresholds were triggered, a network of 17 screw traps located on 13 key
tributaries would be operated to capture downstream migrants prior to their entry into the
mainstem Klamath River. Captured juveniles would be transported and released at sites
downstream of the Trinity River or other locations with suitable water quality.

4.2.4 KRRC Review of AR-2 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-2 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, new
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States was reviewed to understand how the aquatic
ecosystem might respond as discuss above. Major concerns discussed by KRRC and ATWG
regarding the 2012 AR-2 included:

o Trapping feasibility and efficiency.

e Potential mortality associated with trapping, handling, hauling, and releasing juvenile
salmonids.

e Potential imprinting and straying issues.

e 2012 EIS/R baseline population estimates and effects uncertainty.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-2 feasibility and
appropriateness based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

4.2.4.1 Trapping Feasibility and Efficiency

A wet winter season, such as experienced between January and May 2017, could prevent the
installation and operation of rotary screw traps in any of the prospective tributaries due to
persistent high flows. Additionally, capture efficiencies for juvenile salmonids in rotary screw
traps is highly variable and depends on many factors such as stream width, depth, flow
conditions, and time of day of operation. Capture efficiencies of juvenile salmonids using
rotary screw traps are typically very low, and would result in a small proportion of the
downstream migrants being captured for relocation and release. For example, trapping
efficiencies on various salmonids calculated by the USGS during monitoring efforts for the
recent Condit Dam removal on the White Salmon River in Washington State ranged from O -
10.6 percent (Allen and Connolly 2011). Trapping efforts for juvenile Chinook salmon on Blue
Creek in the Klamath Basin by the Yurok Tribe resulted in trapping efficiencies ranging from 0.5
- 51.3 percent, but trapping efficiencies of greater than 10 percent were not achieved until
stream flows dropped in mid-June (Antonetti and Partee 2013). By mid-June, water quality
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conditions in the Klamath River following dam removal are expected to have returned to
background condition and further remediation actions are not expected to be necessary
(USBR and CDFG 2012).

The ATWG concluded the level of effort, cost, and likely low capture efficiencies do not
support the installation of screw traps for capturing outmigrating juvenile fish during dam
decommissioning. The ATWG also concluded the concurrent operation of 17 screw traps
during spring high flows is not feasible or safe given potential flow conditions and the
remoteness of some tributaries.

4.2.4.2 Potential Mortality Associated with Trapping, Handling, Hauling, and Releasing Juvenile
Salmonids

The KRRC and ATWG concluded that although mortality on juvenile salmonids associated with
trap and haul operations are typically low, these numbers are based on a variety of
environmental factors and logistical considerations and can be highly variable (Serl and Morrill
2010). Transporting juvenile salmonids causes stress in smolts (Barton et al. 1980; Specker
and Schreck 1980; Matthews et al. 1986), which may reduce survival if fish are directly
released into natural environments (Kenaston et al 2001). In some cases, the mortality
associated with screw trapping, handling, trucking, and releasing may exceed the expected
mortality associated with dam decommissioning. For instance, under the worst-case scenario,
high suspended sediment concentrations and low total DO could result in the direct mortality
of up to 669 fall Chinook salmon smolts, less than 1 percent of production (USBR and CDFG
2012). Mortality associated with trapping, handling, transport, and release efforts could
potentially result in a similar or greater loss of fall Chinook salmon smolts. The ATWG
suggested that outmigrating juvenile fish are well-adapted to avoid lethal sediment
concentrations and will likely employ avoidance behaviors to minimize exposure to lethal
suspended sediment concentrations and DO levels. The ATWG concluded that large scale
efforts aimed at trapping, handling, and releasing juvenile salmonids were likely to cause
unnecessary harm to juvenile salmonids.

4.2.4.3 Potential Imprinting and Straying Issues

The KRRC and ATWG expressed concerns regarding how handling and transport of juvenile
salmonids may affect imprinting processes resulting in future straying of returning adults.
Juvenile imprinting is influenced by natal stream water chemistry and the juvenile fish's
physiological state during rearing and outmigration (Keefer and Caudill 2014). Juvenile fish
with extended freshwater residency times, or long-distance migrations, almost certainly
experience multiple imprinting events that contribute to homing success of adult spawners.
Transporting juvenile fish has been shown to disrupt this 'sequential imprinting' process, and
several studies on coho salmon (Solazzi et al. 1991) and Atlantic salmon (Gunnergd et al. 1988;
Heggberget et al. 1991) have shown that adult homing success is inversely related to
transport distance from rearing sites (Keefer and Caudill 2014).

Therefore, the capture, transport, and release of juvenile fish downstream of the Trinity River
could compromise the imprinting process for relocated juvenile fish. Insufficient imprinting to
natal streams or the loss of spatially distinct imprinting events during outmigration could
potentially increase adult straying rates during future returns and result in the loss of genetic
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integrity in distinct populations. Future, elevated stray rates could result in a more
homogenous distribution of fish returning to the lower Klamath River and also hinder the
natural recolonization of areas upstream of Iron Gate Dam.

Overall, the ATWG concluded a screw trap-based trapping program as prescribed in the 2012
EIS/R would be a costly, potentially dangerous effort with uncertain benefits. Tributary
trapping could also negatively affect juvenile salmonids by disrupting imprinting processes,
causing higher mortality than allowing fish to volitionally leave tributaries, and potentially
increasing future returning adult stray rates.

4.2.4.4 2012 EIS/R Baseline Population Estimates and Project Effects Uncertainty

Effects to juvenile fish outlined in the 2012 EIS/R included approximations and assumptions
that were based on limited data on Klamath River anadromous salmonids and Pacific lamprey
populations; incorporated a conservative analysis of fish avoidance behavior to the
anticipated water quality conditions; and in part included a worst-case scenario analysis of
dam removal effects on adult salmonids and Pacific lamprey. The following sections provide
updated population information for coho salmon and Pacific lamprey, and project effects
uncertainty that should be considered in updating the effects determinations.

Coho Salmon Smolt Population Estimates and Outmigration Timing

KRRC reviewed updated smolt trapping data collected by USFWS and CDFG between 2010
and 2015 on the upper mainstem Klamath River and 2010-2016 on the Scott and Shasta
Rivers to determine the typical outmigration timing for age-1+ coho salmon smolts. KRRC also
reviewed travel time data to see how quickly juvenile fish typically outmigrate in the spring to
avoid long exposure to background suspended sediment concentrations effects.

For rotary screw traps and frame nets operated at the Bogus, I-5, and Kinsman sites on the
mainstem Klamath River between 2010 and 2015, 63 percent of age-1+ coho migrated after
Julian week 13 (last week in March) (Gough et al. 2015; David et al. 2016; and David et al.
2017). Between 2010 and 2016, 93 percent of age-1+ coho salmon captured by rotary screw
trap on the Shasta River outmigrated after the end of March, and on the Scott River, 70
percent of age-1+ coho salmon smolts outmigrated after the end of March during the same
time period (Jetter and Chesney 2016). Peak outmigration timing beginning in early April on
the Shasta River, typically coincides with decreased flows marked by the start of the irrigation
season and is consistent with findings from previous studies (Chesney et al. 2009; Adams
2013; Adams and Bean 2016) from CDFW 2016.

Once in the Klamath River, coho salmon smolts appear to move downstream rather quickly.
For example, Wallace (2004) reported that numbers of coho salmon smolts in the Klamath
River estuary peaked in May, the same month as peak outmigration from the tributaries
(Stillwater Sciences 2010). Radio telemetry studies conducted on wild and hatchery coho
salmon smolts in the Klamath River between 2006 and 2009 found a wide variety of travel
times for coho salmon smolt outmigrating from Iron Gate Dam to the gaging station near the
Klamath River estuary (Beeman et al. 2012). The minimum travel time was 3.77 days and the
maximum travel time to reach the estuary was 54.44 days with median values over the 4-year
study ranging between 15.11 and 25.93 days. However, the longest residence time for any
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single reach was from the Iron Gate Dam release site to the Shasta River as tagged fish
remained near the release site until they were ready to begin the downstream migration to the
Pacific Ocean. Once fish passed the Shasta River, travel times in any individual reach were less
than 2 days and coho salmon smolts usually took less than 1 week to fully migrate to the
gaging station near the Klamath River estuary (Beeman et al. 2012). Courter (2008) assumed
that all fish from a given cohort would migrate to the estuary in 2 weeks, and this assumption
is also consistent with travel rates documented by Stutzer et al. (2006). Assuming that juvenile
fish outmigrating from tributary streams will either outmigrate rapidly to the Klamath River
estuary or will move between clean water tributary areas, it is anticipated that no outmigrating
smolts will be exposed to suspended sediment for greater than seven contiguous days.

Minimum travel times presented in Beeman et al. (2012) indicate that juvenile coho salmon
could migrate downstream of the highest suspended sediment concentrations effects zone
fairly quickly. The 2012 EIS/R analysis assumed coho salmon smolts would be exposed to high
suspended sediment concentrations for 20 days during the highest suspended sediment
concentrations period (prior to April 1). This assumption resulted in a very high mortality
estimate for coho salmon smolts (USBR and CDFG 2012).

Further, because smolt abundance data from all tributaries within the Upper Klamath, Middle-
Klamath, Salmon River, and Lower Klamath River populations were not available for the 2012
EIS/R analysis, smolt production estimates modeled by Courter et al. (2008) were used to
predict the number of smolts emigrating to the Klamath River from each population. Modeled
smolt production estimates were based on tributary habitat conditions and smolt production
data for other populations. Recent trends in adult returns to tributaries, the Klamath River, and
Iron Gate Hatchery indicate that coho salmon populations continue to decline, and that these
modeled estimates are likely higher than current actual population sizes.

In a study of juvenile coho salmon use of thermal refugia along the Klamath River, juvenile
coho began to enter thermal refugia as water temperature reached 19°C, numbers of coho
salmon present increased up to about 22°C to 23°C, and then declined dramatically as
temperatures exceeded 23°C (Sutton and Soto 2012). These results suggest that 23°C is the
upper thermal tolerance limit, with either lethal effects to juvenile coho salmon or
temperature- related stress that causes the fish to move to different habitats.

By updating the current understanding of coho salmon population estimates and typical
juvenile coho salmon outmigration timing from Klamath River, Shasta River, and Scott River
coho salmon populations, and by adjusting the potential duration of exposure to reflect typical
downstream migration rates, anticipated effects to age-1+ coho salmon smolts may result in
substantially lower coho salmon smolt mortality estimates, and in most cases, only result in
sub-lethal effects.

Pacific Lamprey Population Update

Recent genetic analysis of Pacific lamprey suggests no significant population structure exists
across populations or regions, indicating a high degree of historical gene flow even across
expansive distances of the northern Pacific Rim (Goodman and Reid 2012). Weak population
structure and low site fidelity may reduce the short-term effects to Pacific lamprey identified
in the 2012 EIS/R. Because the metapopulation is now believed to be relatively

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 4-12



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

undifferentiated across the species’ range, the percentage of adult and larval Pacific lamprey
that will be affected by the dam decommissioning relative to the population as a whole will be
insignificant.

Project Effects Uncertainty

Studies suggest that high suspended sediment concentrations (Newcombe and Jensen 1996;
Chapman et al. 2014; Kjelland et al. 2015) and low dissolved oxygen concentrations (Bjorn and
Reiser 1991; Washington Department of Ecology 2002; Carter 2005) affect salmonid behavior.
Juvenile salmonid response to high suspended sediment concentrations includes behavioral
changes such as avoidance of turbid waters, and physiological responses such as stress and
respiratory impairment, damage to gills, reduced tolerance to disease and toxicants, reduced
survival, and direct mortality (Newcombe and Jensen 1996). Concentration and duration of
elevated suspended sediment, as well as other factors including water temperature, disease,
and river flow, influence the effect of sediment on salmonids.

The effects of low dissolved oxygen levels, eutrophication, or turbidity on natural populations
of Pacific lamprey ammocoetes are unknown. Juvenile salmonids and juvenile Pacific lamprey
emigrating from tributaries to the Klamath River that encounter poor water conditions are
expected to avoid poor water quality by either remaining in tributary streams or using habitats
less affected by high suspended sediment concentrations (e.g., tributary confluences and off-
channel areas). Many juveniles in the mainstem Klamath River appear to migrate to the lower
river to rear and may avoid adverse conditions in the mainstem by using tributary or off-
channel habitats during winter, thus reducing their exposure and potential mortality (Hillemeier
et al. 2009; Soto et al. 2009), consistent with the observation that juvenile salmonids avoid
turbid conditions (Sigler et al. 1984; Servizi and Martens 1992).

The approach presented in the 2012 EIS/R to determine the anticipated effects to
outmigrating juveniles assumed that fish would not exhibit any of these behavioral responses
and instead suffer mortality by voluntarily remaining in areas that had lethal suspended
sediment concentrations for extended periods of time.

4.3 Suspended Sediment Concentration Effects on Outmigrating Juvenile
Salmonids

43.1 Introduction

This section includes a additional information related to the effects of suspended sediment
concentrations on outmigrating juvenile salmonids. Development of this section involved a
review of recent juvenile salmonid outmigration data for the Klamath River and select
tributaries, comparison of outmigration periods to anticipated suspended sediment
concentrations from U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) sediment modeling, and assessment
of potential juvenile salmonid avoidance behaviors related to high suspended sediment
concentrations.

Results of our additional analysis suggest juvenile Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and
steelhead generally outmigrate from tributaries to the Klamath River after peak suspended
sediment concentrations are anticipated to occur. However, early outmigrating juvenile
Chinook salmon and coho salmon from the Shasta River and Scott River are most susceptible
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to anticipated suspended sediment concentrations associated with reservoir drawdown. Fish
may reduce their exposure to high suspended sediment levels by seeking clear water tributary
confluences, entering clear water tributaries and off-channel ponds, and expediting their
downstream migration. Measures to further reduce suspended sediment impacts to early
outmigrating salmonids include implementing an adaptive monitoring and salvage plan. The
KRRC may also consider initiating reservoir drawdown 2-4 weeks earlier than the current
proposed schedule to further minimize effects to early outmigrating Chinook salmon and
coho salmon. However, initiating an earlier drawdown would also potentially affect the later
portion of the adult coho spawning migration. Additional discussion with the fisheries
agencies is warranted if an earlier drawdown is possible.

4.3.2 Klamath River and Tributaries Updated Screw Trap Data and Suspended
Sediment Effects

The following section provides an overview of the screw trap and suspended sediment
concentration analysis KRRC completed to assess potential reservoir drawdown effects to
outmigrating juvenile salmonids.

4.3.2.1 Screw Trap Data

Screw trap data provided by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Yurok Tribe, and Karuk Tribe (referenced as "acquiring entity") were
reviewed and summarized. The screw trap data analysis focused on 2008 to 2015, and
provides an updated data set extending the period of record for screw traps data reviewed in
preparation of the 2012 EIS/R (USBR and CDFG 2012). Screw trap data from the Klamath River
and tributaries to the Klamath River (Table 4-2) were reviewed to assess juvenile salmonid
outmigration timing and relative abundance. Reported data include both juvenile outmigration
population estimates and trap catch numbers. Outmigration estimates were generally
provided by the acquiring entities for juvenile fall Chinook salmon due to the sufficient
abundance of individuals in the mainstem and tributaries. Outmigration estimates are
computed by multiplying the number of caught fish by a correction factor that approximates
trap efficiency. Compared to trap catch numbers, outmigration estimates are a better
representation of the potential number of outmigrating juvenile salmonids from the watershed
upstream from the trap location.

Trap catch represents the actual number of fish captured during trap operation. Trap catch
numbers do not include a correction for stream flow or trap efficiency so trap catch numbers
are a less reliable predictor of outmigration timing and population size. Trap catch is reported
for Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and steelhead. Coho salmon and steelhead catches were
generally insufficient for calculating outmigration population estimates. Trap catch data are
reviewed to provide a relative indication of juvenile salmonid outmigration timing and
magnitude, but data are less reliable for predicting juvenile abundance compared to
population estimates. Population estimates and trap catch data are reported by Julian Week
to improve data comparability over time and to also compare trap data with suspended
sediment concentrations. Figure 4-1 includes a map with highlighted trap and water and
suspended sediment modeling stations.
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Table 4-2 Juvenile outmigration trap information and reporting data for Klamath
River and tributary traps.
Trap | Acquiring
Reach Trap Location Type Entity Reporting Data
Upper Klamath | Mainstem downstream Net USFWS | Chinook (age-0) estimates
River from Bogus Creek’ frame Coho (age-0 and age-1+) catch
(RM191.2) Steelhead (age-0 and age-1+) catch
Shasta River? RST* CDFW | Chinook (age-0) estimates
(Confluence at RM 179.3) Coho (age-0 and age-1+) estimates
Steelhead (age-0 and age-1+)
estimates
Mainstem at Kinsman RST USFWS | Chinook (age-0) estimates
Creek Coho (age-0 and age-1+) catch
(RM 147.6)" Steelhead (age-0 and age-1+) catch
Scott River? RST CDFW | Chinook (age-0) estimates
(Confluence at RM 145.1) Coho (age-0 and age-1+) estimates
Steelhead (age-0 and age-1+)
estimates
Middle Salmon River® RST |Karuk Tribe | Chinook (age-0+) catch
Klamath River |(Confluence at RM 66.4) Coho (age-0+) catch
Steelhead (age-0+) catch
Trinity River* RST USFWS | Chinook (age-0+) catch
(Confluence at RM 43.4) Coho (age-0+) catch
Steelhead (age-0+) catch
Lower Klamath |Blue Creek® RST |Yurok Tribe | Chinook (age-0) estimates
River (Confluence at RM 16.0) Coho (age-0 and age-1+) catch
Steelhead (age-0 and age-1+) catch

*Rotary screw trap

'"Gough et al. 2015; 2Jetter et al. 2016; 3Karuk Tribe, unpublished data, 2017; “Harris et al. 2016; 5Yurok Tribe,

unpublished data,
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Figure 4-1 Screw trap and suspended sediment modeling stations on the Klamath
River.

4.3.3 Suspended Sediment Concentration Analysis

USBR provided KRRC with the suspended sediment modeling output summarized in USBR's
(2011) hydrology, hydraulics, and sediment report. KRRC replicated Reclamation’s summary
suspended sediment concentration graphs associated with sediment modeling for
representative dry (2001), median (1976), and wet (1984) years at the four reporting stations:
Iron Gate Dam, Seiad Valley, Orleans, and Klamath (see Figure 4-1 and Figure 4-2). Reservoir
drawdowns are planned to begin January 1 of the dam removal year. Suspended sediment
concentrations rise to an early to mid-February peak and then decline through the fall.
Concentrations are generally highest for dry year scenario with other scenarios having lower
relative suspended sediment concentration values (Table 4-3). Suspended sediment
concentrations generally decrease in a downstream direction as inflows from clear water
tributaries dilute suspended sediment concentrations in the Klamath River.
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Figure 4-2 Modeled suspended sediment concentrations associated with reservoir
drawdown and dam removal. Modeling output is presented for the Klamath River at Iron
Gate, Seiad Valley, Orleans, and Klamath modeling stations. Graphs include dry year
(2001, upper left), median year (1976, upper right), and wet year (1984, lower left).

Table 4-3 Suspended sediment modeling output stations and summary results.
Suspended sediment concentrations related to juvenile salmonid mortality are also
included for reference. A 2-week exposure to 1,000 mg/L concentration is associated
with predicted 0-20 percent mortality, and 2-week exposure to 3,000 mg/L is associated
with 20-40 percent mortality.

Suspended Wet Year / Dry Year | Wet Year/Dry Year
Sediment Approximate| WetYear/Dry | Cumulative Days with | Cumulative Days with
Modeling Location Year Peak SSC SSC above 1,000 SSC above 3,000

Station (river mile) (mg/L) mg/L mg/L

Iron Gate Dam 192.9 6,988/ 13,385 54 /57 12/33
Seiad Valley 131.9 3,999/9,223 41/50 4/19
Orleans 59.0 2,046 /5,157 11/45 0/11
Klamath 25 819/1,670 0/28 0/0
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4.3.3.1 Juvenile Salmonid Suspended Sediment Exposure

The following sections present information on juvenile salmonid outmigration rates in the
Klamath River and suspended sediment exposure effects.

Juvenile Salmonid Outmigration Travel Time

In order to better predict potential effects of elevated suspended sediment concentrations on
outmigrating juvenile salmonids, KRRC reviewed past studies and analyzed Klamath River
juvenile salmonid outmigration rates and timing. Past Klamath River studies found juvenile
salmonid outmigration rates are influenced by tributary and Klamath River water
temperatures, smolt growth rates, and other environmental cues.

Wallace (2004) reported coho salmon smolts in the Klamath River estuary peaked in May, the
same month as peak outmigration from the tributaries (Stillwater Sciences 2010). Radio
telemetry studies conducted on wild and hatchery coho salmon smolts in the Klamath River
between 2006 and 2009 found a wide range of travel times for coho salmon smolts
outmigrating from Iron Gate Dam to the gaging station near the Klamath River estuary
(Beeman et al. 2012). The minimum and maximum travel time were 3.8 and 54.4 days,
respectively, with median values over the 4-year study ranging between 15.1 and 25.9 days.
However, the longest residence time for any single reach was from the Iron Gate Dam release
site to the Shasta River as tagged fish remained near the release site until they were ready to
begin the downstream migration to the Klamath estuary. Once fish passed the Shasta River,
travel times in any individual reach were less than 2 days and coho salmon smolts usually took
less than 1 week to fully migrate to Klamath estuary (Beeman et al. 2012). Courter (2008)
assumed that all fish from a given cohort would migrate to the estuary in 2-weeks, and this
assumption is also consistent with travel rates documented by Stutzer et al. (2006). Based on
the literature review, a 2-week outmigration period is believed to be a conservative period for
juvenile salmonid exposure to elevated suspended sediment concentrations in the Kamath
River. We also anticipate that outmigrating salmonids will have access to, and will choose to
use clean water locations such as clear water tributary confluences, off-channel ponds and
tributaries, and spring seeps during their outmigration, reducing exposure times. Additionally,
suspended sediment concentrations will be substantially diluted by tributary inputs including
the Trinity River (RM 43.4).

4.3.3.2 Juvenile Salmonid Suspended Sediment Exposure Effects

Newcombe and Jensen (1996) created “look-up tables” to predict response severity to
suspended sediment exposures of varying durations and concentrations. Predicted severity-
of-ill effects scores or indices were developed from empirical data gathered from numerous
dose-response studies. Based on review of these data, juvenile salmonids exposed to
concentrations of approximately 1,100 mg/L for 2-weeks have a severity-of-ill-effects score
of 10, and may experience mortality rates between 0 and 20 percent. Expected mortality rates
increase to between 20-40 percent as suspended sediment concentrations approach 3,000
mg/L.

While these predicted severity scores are helpful for evaluating the potential effects to
juvenile fish, there is considerable variability between the effects to different species under
different conditions as documented in the numerous studies synthesized by Newcombe and
Jensen (1996). For instance, the authors reviewed an unpublished study where coho fry that
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were exposed to suspended sediment at a concentration of 5,471 mg/L for 96 hours in water
at 18.7°C sustained a mortality rate of 10 percent, while similarly exposed steelhead
experienced no mortality.

Servizi and Martens (1992) found that a stress response is dependent on a combination of
factors including magnitude, frequency, and duration of exposure, as well as environmental
factors such as particle size and water temperature. For example, effects to juvenile steelhead
and coho salmon held in 18.7°C water, may have exacerbated the effects of suspended
sediment on coho since temperatures of 19°C are considered suboptimal and juvenile coho
salmon typically begin to seek cold water refugia at that threshold (Stenhouse et al. 2012).
Likewise, Noggle (1978) found seasonal differences in salmonid tolerance to suspended
sediment. In Noggle's study, bioassays conducted in summer produced lethal concentrations
and 50 percent mortality (LC50) of exposed fish at less than 1,500 mg/|, while bioassays in
autumn produced LC50 values in excess of 30,000 mg/I. Servizi and Martens (1991) found that
underyearling coho salmon survived higher concentrations of suspended sediment at 7°C
(22,700 mg/L) than at either 1°C or 18°C.

Based on literature reviewed in Newcombe and Jensen (1996), a 2-week exposure period to
suspended sediment concentrations above 1,000 mg/L may result in up to 20 percent
mortality of exposed fish, while a 2-week exposure to levels over 3,000 mg/L may result in 20-
40 percent mortality of exposed fish. For comparison, parasite infection rates of outmigrating
juvenile Chinook salmon from the upper Klamath River may be upwards of 60 percent in some
years (Som et al. 2016).

4.3.3.3 Outmigration and Suspended Sediment Concentration Results

The following section presents a review of select screw trap data and suspended sediment
concentration results. All outmigration and suspended sediment data are presented by Julian
week (Table 4-4). Outmigration histograms represent weekly average number of outmigrants
based on the sampled time period, generally 2008 to 2015. Salmon River outmigrant data are
presented for two representative years rather than as multi-year averages. Juvenile
outmigration variability plots presented in Appendix A, illustrate the plasticity of outmigration
timing. Outmigration timing is influenced by flows, water temperature, and other
environmental factors.

Table 4-4 Julian week correspondence with months of the year.

Julian Week | Jan
1-9 |
9-17 |

17-26 |

|
|
|

26-35
35-44
44-52
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Upper Klamath River

Outmigration trap data for the Klamath River, Shasta River, and Scott River and suspended
sediment concentrations for the Iron Gate Dam and Seiad Valley reporting stations are
presented in the following section. Because the outmigration traps are located between Iron
Gate Dam and the Seaid Valley reporting stations, juvenile salmonids entering the Klamath
River closer to Iron Gate Dam will experience the highest concentrations while fish entering or
moving downstream in the Klamath River closer to Seaid Valley will experience suspended
sediment concentrations diluted by tributary and spring inputs. Inclusion of both reporting
stations provide the range of modeled concentrations anticipated to affect the upper Klamath
River reach.

Graphs also include 1,000 mg/L and 3,000 mg/L mortality thresholds outlined in the previous
report section. Fish outmigrating when the modeled suspended sediment concentrations
exceed the mortality thresholds, may experience mortality likelihoods associated with the
respective thresholds.

Klamath River — Bogus Trap Results

USFWS maintains the Bogus Creek trap located on the Klamath River downstream from Bogus
Creek. The net frame trap samples outmigrants from Bogus Creek and the mainstem Klamath
River. The Chinook salmon (age-0) outmigration window based on the sample period is from
late February through June with an average peak in early to mid-April (Figure 4-3). On average,
only the earliest outmigrants would experience suspended sediment concentrations above
the 1,000 mg/L and 3,000 mg/L thresholds. Based on the reviewed trap data, most of the
outmigrating juvenile Chinook salmon will move past the Bogus Creek trap location after the
peak suspended sediment concentrations.

Trap catch results for outmigrating coho salmon and steelhead suggest these species tend to
outmigrate from Bogus Creek and the mainstem Klamath River upstream of the Bogus trap
later than Chinook salmon juveniles. Peak coho salmon and steelhead outmigrations are from
early to mid-April, after suspended sediment concentrations have dropped below 1,000 mg/L.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 4-20



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

The left column of plots includes the Iron Gate Dam suspended sediment concentrations, the right column includes the Seaid
Valley concentrations. Outmigrating Chinook salmon appear to be the most vulnerable to peak suspended sediment
concentrations. Coho and steelhead outmigrants are expected to outmigrate after peak suspended sediment concentrations.

Figure 4-3 Bogus trap on the Klamath River outmigration plots include Chinook
salmon age-0 outmigration estimate (top), coho salmon age-0 and age-1+ trap catch
(middle), and steelhead age-0 and age-1+ trap catch (bottom).

Shasta River Trap Results

CDFW maintains the Shasta River rotary screw trap located near the Shasta River-Klamath
River confluence. Chinook salmon (age-0+) outmigration from the Shasta River tends to occur
earlier than in downstream tributaries and the mainstem Klamath River (Figure 4-4). On
average, the outmigration begins in January and peaks in early March, overlapping with
anticipated declining peak suspended sediment concentrations. Early Chinook salmon
outmigrants entering the Klamath River would experience elevated sediment through mid-
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March. Results suggest the early portion of the Chinook salmon outmigration will be subjected
to potentially lethal suspended sediment due to the concentration and exposure duration.

Population estimates for outmigrating coho salmon and steelhead suggest these species
tend to outmigrate from the Shasta River later than Chinook salmon juveniles. Peak coho
salmon and steelhead outmigrations are from mid to late April and are likely influenced by
declining flows and rising water temperatures associated with onset of irrigation season.
Coho salmon and steelhead outmigration patterns suggest that most fish outmigrate after
suspended sediment concentrations have dropped below 1,000 mg/L.

The left column of plots includes the Iron Gate Dam suspended sediment concentrations, the right column includes the Seaid
Valley concentrations. Outmigrating Chinook salmon appear to be the most vulnerable to peak suspended sediment
concentrations in the Klamath River. Coho salmon and steelhead outmigrants are expected to outmigrate after peak suspended
sediment concentrations are below 1,000 mg/L.

Figure 4-4  Shasta River trap outmigration plots include Chinook salmon age-0+
outmigration estimate (top), coho salmon age-1+ outmigration estimate (middle), and
steelhead age-2+ outmigration estimate (bottom).
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Klamath River — Kinsman Trap Results

USFWS maintains the Kinsman Creek trap located on the Klamath River just upstream of the
Kinsman Creek-Klamath River confluence and approximately 2.5 miles upstream of the Scott
River-Klamath River confluence. The timing and magnitude of juvenile Chinook salmon in the
Kinsman trap suggest the influence of early outmigrants from the Shasta River. Over the
period of record reviewed by KRRC, the Kinsman trap does not begin operation until the
beginning of March and likely misses the early Shasta River outmigrants entering the Klamath
River (Figure 4-5). Therefore, early outmigrating Chinook salmon in the Klamath River would be
subjected to elevated suspended sediment concentrations. However, the peak of the Chinook
salmon migration reaches the Kinsman trap location after peak sediment concentrations.

Trap catch results for outmigrating coho salmon and steelhead suggest these species tend to
outmigrate from areas upstream of the Kinsman trap later than Chinook salmon juveniles.
Coho salmon and steelhead outmigrate through the summer and mainly outmigrate after
suspended sediment concentrations are projected to drop below 1,000 mg/L.

The left column of plots includes the Iron Gate Dam suspended sediment concentrations, the right column includes the Seaid
Valley concentrations. Outmigrating Chinook salmon appear to be the most vulnerable to peak suspended sediment
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concentrations. Most coho and steelhead outmigrants are expected to outmigrate after peak suspended sediment
concentrations.

Figure 4-5 Kinsman trap on the Klamath River outmigration plots clockwise from
upper left include Chinook salmon age-0 outmigration estimate (top), coho salmon age-0
and age-1+ trap catch (middle), and steelhead age-0 and age-1+ trap catch (bottom).

Scott River Trap Results

CDFW maintains the Scott River rotary screw trap located 4.75 miles upstream of the Scott
River-Klamath River confluence. Chinook salmon (age-0+) outmigration from the Scott River
occurs in mid-April (Figure 4-6) and is more similar to the mainstem Klamath River outmigrants
than to the outmigration timing for the Shasta River. The Scott River Chinook salmon
outmigration, on average, occurs over a longer period of time with lower abundance relative to
the Shasta River Chinook outmigration. Few Chinook salmon outmigrate during the period of
peak suspended sediment concentrations.
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The left column of plots includes the Iron Gate Dam suspended sediment concentrations, the right column includes the Seaid
Valley concentrations. Outmigrating coho salmon appear to be proportionally more vulnerable to peak suspended sediment
concentrations, with approximately 25 percent of the average outmigrants subjected to concentrations above 1,000 mg/L.

Figure 4-6 Scott River trap outmigration plots clockwise from upper left include
Chinook salmon age-0+ outmigration estimate (top), coho salmon age-1+ outmigration
estimate (middle), and steelhead age-2+ outmigration estimate (bottom).

Population estimate results for outmigrating coho salmon and steelhead suggest these
species’ outmigration periods overlap with outmigrating Scott River Chinook salmon more so
than the level of species overlap in the Shasta River. Although at lower abundance levels
relative to Scott River Chinook salmon, Scott River coho and steelhead juvenile outmigration
amounts to several thousand fish. The earliest outmigrating fish (late February to early March)
will likely be subjected to elevated suspended sediment concentrations as sediment levels
taper from the peak. Coho and steelhead outmigration patterns suggest that most fish may
outmigrate after suspended sediment concentrations have dropped below 1,000 mg/L.
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Middle Klamath River

Data are provided for two traps in the middle Klamath River.

Salmon River Trap Results

The Karuk Tribe maintains a screw trap on the Salmon River at RM 0.96. The Salmon River joins
the Klamath River at RM 66.4. Suspended sediment concentrations for the Orleans modeling
station and Chinook (age-0+) and steelhead (age 0+) trap catch data for 2008 and 2015 are
presented in Figure 4-7. The presented years 2008 and 2015 are representative of the
outmigration timing for Chinook and steelhead on the Salmon River. The second grouping of
Chinook salmon outmigrants from July through September in 2008 is characterized by larger
juveniles compared to the earlier April to June outmigration period. The 2015 trap catch data
suggest a dominant early juvenile Chinook salmon outmigration under severe drought
conditions and few later outmigrants. There were low numbers of outmigrating juvenile
steelhead in both years. Coho salmon outmigrants were not included in the analysis due to low
trap catch numbers.

Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations at the Orleans station are below the 1,000
mg/L and 3,000 mg/L mortality thresholds and most Chinook salmon and steelhead juveniles
migrate to the lower Salmon River when anticipated suspended sediment concentrations in
the Klamath River are less than 500 mg/L. Based on the timing of juvenile Chinook salmon and
steelhead entry into the Klamath River and the anticipated suspended sediment
concentrations at entry, we do not expect outmigrating fish from the Salmon River to
experience lethal conditions. We also anticipate outmigrants will reach the Klamath estuary in
less than a week, minimizing their exposure to suspended sediment concentrations.

Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations from the Orleans station are also presented. Suspended sediment
concentrations during the outmigration period are less than the mortality thresholds of 1,000 mg/L and 3,000 mg/L.

Figure 4-7 Salmon River trap catch outmigration plots for Chinook salmon (age-0+)
and steelhead (age-0+) for 2008 (left) and 2015 (right).

Trinity River near Willow Creek Trap Results

USFWS maintains a screw trap on the Trinity River at RM 21.1. The Trinity River joins the
Klamath River at RM 43.4. Suspended sediment concentrations for the Orleans modeling
station and Chinook salmon (age-0+), coho salmon (age-0+), and steelhead (age 0+)
population estimates based on 2008 to 2015 screw trap data are presented in Figure 4-8.
Steelhead peak outmigration is earlier than Chinook and coho salmon outmigration timing.
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The outmigration values include both hatchery and naturally-produced juveniles and age-0
smolts comprise the majority of the sampled outmigrants.

Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations at the Orleans station are below the 1,000
mg/L and 3,000 mg/L mortality thresholds and most fish migrate through the lower Trinity
River when Klamath River suspended sediment concentrations are less than 300 mg/L. Based
on outmigration timing to the Klamath River (assuming juvenile fish continue to outmigrate to
the Klamath River after they bypass the Trinity River trap location) and the anticipated
suspended sediment concentrations at entry, we do not expect outmigrating fish from the
Trinity River to experience lethal conditions in the Klamath River. We also anticipate
outmigrants will reach the Klamath estuary in less than a week, minimizing their exposure to
elevated suspended sediment.

Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations from the Orleans station are also presented. Suspended sediment
concentrations during the outmigration period are less than the mortality thresholds of 1,000 mg/L and 3,000 mg/L.

Figure 4-8  Trinity River trap outmigration plots for Chinook salmon age-0+ (upper left),
coho salmon age-0+ (upper right), and steelhead age-0+ (lower left).

Lower Klamath River

The Yurok Tribe maintains a screw trap at RM 2.0 on Blue Creek, the largest tributary to the
lower Klamath River. Blue Creek supports the largest anadromous fish populations in the sub-
basin, and the tributary is considered to be a salmon stronghold by the Yurok Tribe (Antonetti
and Partee 2013). Blue Creek joins the Klamath River at RM 16.0. Suspended sediment
concentrations for the Klamath modeling station and population estimates for Chinook
salmon (age-0+), and trap catch data for coho salmon (age-0+), and steelhead (age-0 and age-
1+) for 2008 through 2015 are presented in Figure 4-9.
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Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations at the Klamath station are below the 1,000
mg/L and 3,000 mg/L mortality thresholds. Outmigration timing for juvenile salmonids is
generally during anticipated elevated suspended sediment concentrations less than 300
mg/L. We do not anticipate negative effects from suspended sediment concentrations on
outmigrating juvenile salmonids in the Lower Klamath River based on low sediment
concentrations and the close proximity of Blue Creek to the Klamath estuary.

Anticipated suspended sediment concentrations from the Klamath station are also presented. Suspended sediment
concentrations during the outmigration period are less than the mortality thresholds of 1,000 mg/L and 3,000 mg/L.

Figure 4-9 Blue Creek trap outmigration plots include Chinook salmon age-0+
outmigration estimate (upper left), coho salmon age-0+ trap catch (upper right), and
steelhead age-0 and age-1+ trap catch (lower left).

4.3.3.4 Outmigration and Dissolved Oxygen

The release of organic-based sediments during reservoir drawdown is anticipated to affect
dissolved oxygen levels in the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam (Stillwater
Sciences 2011). The highest predicted oxygen demand levels will be associated with peak
suspended sediment concentrations that are anticipated to occur during February of the
drawdown year. Despite the relatively high predicted biological oxygen demand, dissolved
oxygen concentrations downstream from Iron Gate Dam are anticipated to generally remain
greater than 5 mg/L. Exceptions include predicted concentrations in February of the dam
removal year for median (1976) and typical dry year (2001) hydrologic conditions, which
exhibit minimum values of 3.5 mg/L and 1.3 mg/L, respectively.

For all water year types (wet, median, dry), the predicted dissolved oxygen minimum values
would occur by approximately RM 188-190 (~3-5 miles downstream from Iron Gate Dam) and
would return to at least 5 mg/L by approximately RM 175-177 (2-4 miles below the Shasta
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River confluence. The North Coast Basin Plan water quality objective for dissolved oxygen is
expressed as percent saturation; at 90 percent saturation, the water quality objective for
November through April, assuming average February (2009) water temperatures, would be
9.6-10.6 mg/Il. Based on the spreadsheet model results, recovery to the North Coast Basin
Plan water quality objective of 90 percent saturation would occur generally within the reach
from Seiad Valley (RM 131.9) to the mainstem confluence with Clear Creek, or within a
distance of 62-93 miles downstream from Iron Gate Dam, for all water years.

Dissolved oxygen monitoring during dam removal projects is complicated by the harsh in-
stream conditions influenced by high suspended sediment concentrations. The U.S.
Geological Survey monitored dissolved oxygen levels associated with the drawdown of Fall
Creek Reservoir in the Willamette Basin. The Fall Creek monitoring included a water quality
monitoring station downstream from the dam, and a second station at Jasper approximately
10 miles downstream from Fall Creek Dam. The Fall Creek Outflow station at the dam detected
a decrease in dissolved oxygen concurrent with the sediment release, although the extent of
the depletion was unknown due to equipment fouling (Schenk and Bragg 2014). Collected
dissolved oxygen data suggested a decline from approximately 12.5 mg/L to between 6 mg/L
and 7 mg/L during the first 5 hours following the drawdown. Dissolved oxygen levels trended
upward over the course of the of the following 4 days until returning to background levels 6
days after the onset of drawdown (Schenk and Bragg 2014). Dissolved oxygen levels at the
downstream Jasper station did not experience a large, rapid decrease in dissolved oxygen
during the drawdown, suggesting the drawdown effects on dissolved oxygen were isolated to
less than 10 miles of Fall Creek and the Middle Fork Willamette River.

4.3.3.5 Outmigration and Suspended Sediment Summary

Reservoir drawdown and dam removal sequencing was developed to minimize effects on
Klamath River anadromous fish. A review of recent juvenile salmonid outmigration data
collected from 2008 to 2015/2016, provides and updated understanding of juvenile salmonid
outmigration timing on the Klamath River and select tributaries. Comparing outmigration
timing and anticipated reservoir drawdown-influenced suspended sediment concentrations in
the Klamath River is informative for predicting potential sediment effects to juvenile salmonids
entering the Klamath River during the winter and early spring coincident with reservoir
drawdowns. The data review suggests potential sediment effects to early outmigrating
juvenile salmonids in the Shasta and Scott rivers. However, juvenile outmigration timing
suggests a high degree of plasticity when fish outmigrate from tributaries to the Klamath
River. Environmental conditions including stream flow, water temperature, food availability, and
other biological and environmental cues influence outmigration timing. Initiating the reservoir
drawdowns 2 weeks to a month earlier than planned, may reduce the exposure of early
outmigrants to peak suspended sediment concentrations. The adaptive monitoring and
salvage plan included in AR-2 is also intended to reduce sediment effects on outmigrating
salmonids.

4.3.4  Juvenile Salmonid Suspended Sediment Avoidance Behavior Review

The following section provides a summary of reviewed literature pertaining to juvenile
salmonid avoidance behaviors in response to elevated suspended sediment. The high levels
of suspended sediment in the Klamath River during reservoir drawdown are anticipated to be

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 4-29



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

problematic for outmigrating juvenile salmonids during peak concentrations. However, as
concentrations decline over time and with distance from Iron Gate Dam, juvenile salmonids
are expected to employ behavioral adaptations to reduce exposure effects.

4.3.4.1 Avoidance Behavior

The reservoir drawdown period will be marked by poor water quality caused by high
suspended sediment concentrations. Juvenile salmonids inhabiting the Klamath River are
expected to employ coping strategies to survive poor conditions. Juveniles may use clear
water tributary junctions, clear water off-channel ponds and tributaries, spring seeps, or
increase their use of the benthic zone (Bash et al. 2001; Kjelland et al. 2015), or the upper
portion of the water column (Servizi and Martens 1992). We expect juvenile fish to actively
seek these areas as they move downstream from natal tributaries into the Klamath River.
Factors affecting the ability of juvenile salmonids to find clear water areas include the
frequency and output of clear water sources, the magnitude of suspended sedimentin the
Klamath River, and the developmental stage of juvenile fish (Sedell et al. 1990). Younger fish
are generally more susceptible to high suspended sediment concentrations than older fish.

For juvenile salmonids rearing in the mainstem Klamath River at the time of reservoir
drawdown, gradually increasing suspended sediment levels may promote more rapid
downstream movement of juvenile fish as they seek cleaner water (Berg and Northcote 1985).
Redding and Schreck (1987) found juvenile coho and steelhead exposed to 4,000 mg/L
exhibited a physiological stress response, but tested fish were able to compensate for the
high suspended sediment concentrations within a few days. Fish exposed to 2,000 - 4,000
mg/L of sediment exhibited physiological changes indicative of sublethal stress, but the
tested sediment levels also caused modified feeding behavior and lowered the disease
resistance of tested fish (Redding and Schreck 1987). Interestingly, physiological responses
were moderate compared to cortisol levels in fish severely stressed by confinement and
handling (Redding and Schreck 1983 cited in Redding and Schreck 1987), suggesting that
minimizing handling in favor of allowing juvenile fish to make choices on their outmigration
may result in lower juvenile salmonid mortality.

4.3.4.2 Exposure to Organics-based Suspended Sediment

Salmonid suspended sediment studies generally evaluate the effects of mineralized sediment
on salmonids. Sockeye smolts were less susceptible to high levels of Frasier River sediments
than they were to lower levels of angular ash particles associated with the Mount St. Helens
eruption (Newcomb and Flagg cited in Servizi and Martens 1987). Compared to gill abrasion
effects caused my mineralized sediment, organic-based suspended sediment may cause
problematic effects related to low dissolved oxygen levels (Sorenson et al. 1977 cited in Bash
et al. 2001), but organic sediments may be less abrasive compared to suspended mineralized
sediments.

4.3.5 Suspended Sediment Effect Summary

Juvenile salmonids exhibit outmigration timing plasticity that reflects their response to

instream conditions influenced by stream flow, water temperature, food availability, and other
biological and environmental cues. We would anticipate that juveniles will delay entry into the
Klamath River when they experience adverse conditions, and fish will choose to outmigrate in

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 4-30



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 4. AR-2 Juvenile Outmigration

response to tributary condition decline and mainstem river condition improvement. Based on
the reviewed outmigration data, juveniles outmigrate from tributaries over several weeks from
late winter through summer, with juvenile Chinook salmon being the earliest outmigrants from
upper Klamath River tributaries. If juvenile fish remain in upper Klamath River tributaries
through early to mid-March, they will experience substantially lower suspended sediment
concentrations upon entry into the Klamath River. The mid-March time period precedes the
start of irrigation season (beginning of April) in the Shasta River, when tributary conditions
begin to decline due to reduced instream flows and rising water temperatures (Jetter et al.
2016).

Our data review suggests juvenile salmonids are capable of outmigrating from lron Gate Dam
to the Klamath estuary in less than 2 weeks. Clear water sources in the form of tributary
confluences, off-channel ponds, and spring seeps will serve as moderate to high water quality
stepping stones in an otherwise harsh aquatic environment. As juveniles migrate downstream,
not only will they encounter pockets of improved water quality, but suspended sediment
concentrations will also decline with tributary inputs. Water quality conditions downstream of
the Trinity River confluence are anticipated to be near background levels as the Trinity River
and other tributaries dilute suspended sediment concentrations. We would also expect fish
exposed to high suspended sediment concentrations to outmigrate more rapidly, further
reducing the exposure duration.

If suspended sediment concentrations remain elevated above 1,000 mg/L for any 2-week
period during the outmigration, there may be up to 20 percent mortality of exposed fish.
However, this conclusion should be considered in light of documented evidence of juvenile
coho and steelhead survival at suspended sediment concentrations exceeding 2,000 mg/L
(Redding et al. 1997). Likewise, it is unlikely fish will be continuously exposed to high
suspended sediment concentrations over 14 days as they will have access to clear water
refuges and will experience improving water quality conditions as they move downstream.

Based on juvenile salmonid outmigration data, anticipated suspended sediment
concentrations during reservoir drawdown, and expected juvenile salmonid avoidance
behaviors, an adaptive strategy that includes monitoring and salvaging juvenile fish as a last
resort, is a prudent approach to reducing sediment effects on juvenile salmonids.

Beginning the reservoir drawdowns 2-4 weeks earlier than the Detailed Plan's proposed
schedule would reduce the number of early outmigrating Chinook salmon and coho salmon
from the Shasta and Scott rivers that would be exposed to high suspended sediment
concentrations. However, an earlier start to reservoir drawdown would also potentially affect
late migrating coho salmon that spawn in Klamath River tributaries through late December.
Additional discussion with fisheries agencies is warranted to determine the appropriateness
of beginning drawdown earlier than currently planned.

4.4 AR-2 Summary

The Klamath River dam decommissioning project is anticipated to have significant short-term
effects, but long-term benefits, for fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, winter steelhead, and
Pacific lamprey. The 2012 EIS/R AR-2 measure included installing 17 screw traps on 13
tributaries to capture outmigrating juvenile fish in an effort to protect juvenile fish from
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entering the Klamath River during the dam decommissioning project. Captured fish would be
transported and released downstream of the Trinity River confluence where water quality
conditions during the dam decommissioning are expected to be improved by tributary
dilution. ATWG input highlighted several concerns associated with the 2012 AR-2 plan
including trapping feasibility and cost, life safety during winter flow conditions, handling
mortality, and potential insufficient juvenile imprinting, followed by elevated stray rates
associated with future adult returns. The ATWG concluded that the basis of these concerns
could result in the proposed AR-2 mitigation effort being ineffective at reducing the project's
impacts and potentially introducing additional risks to outmigrating juvenile salmonids.
Therefore, KRRC determined that revised actions in the form of an updated AR-2 are
warranted.

The updated AR-2 plan includes three primary actions; salvaging mainstem overwintering
juvenile salmonids prior to reservoir drawdown; maintaining tributary-mainstem connectivity
to ensure volitional fish passage between tributaries and the Klamath River; and developing a
water quality monitoring network, trigger thresholds, and plan for salvaging and relocating
juvenile fish from tributary confluence areas to cool water tributaries or nearby off-channel
ponds. The three-pronged approach proposed by KRRC is anticipated to mitigate the short-
term effects to outmigrating juvenile salmonids
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5. AR-3 Fall Pulse Flows

The objective of AR-3 is to address reservoir drawdown and dam removal effects on
anadromous fish that migrate and spawn in the mainstem Klamath River and its tributaries.
The original 2012 EIS/R AR-3 plan focused on increasing fall flows to encourage outmigration
of post-spawned green sturgeon from the lower Klamath River and estuary to the Pacific
Ocean, and increase fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and steelhead spawning in tributaries
downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Fall pulse flows were anticipated to reduce the effects of
elevated suspended sediment concentrations on anadromous fish inhabiting the Klamath
River.

A review of current information regarding Klamath River fisheries and dam decommissioning
effects suggests that the use of fall pulse flows would likely be ineffective in reducing the
effects of suspended sediment on migrating and spawning salmon, steelhead, and green
sturgeon. The uncertainty of storage water availability on the mainstem Klamath River prior to
reservoir drawdown, and the natural (unregulated) hydrology of most Klamath River tributaries
make implementation and success of this measure unpredictable. The measure may therefore
be either infeasible or unnecessary to implement depending on the meteorological conditions
prior to dam decommissioning. Therefore, fall pulse flows will not be implemented to offset the
suspended sediment effects related to the dam decommissioning.

5.1 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-3, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-3 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on AR-3 species, and recent fisheries literature relative to
juvenile salmonid outmigration.

5.1.1 AR-3 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-3 include:

e  Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) — Southern Oregon/Northern California Coastal
(SONCC) evolutionary significant unit (ESU): Federally Threatened; California Threatened,;
Tribal Trust Species

e Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU - Fall Run: California
Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

o Steelhead (O. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province distinct population segment (DPS) -
Summer Run: California Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

e Steelhead (0. mykiss) — Klamath Mountains Province DPS — Winter Run: Tribal Trust
Species

o Green sturgeon (Acipenser medirostris) - Northern DPS: Tribal Trust Species

5.1.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-3 Species

Short-term effects of dam removal (from both suspended sediment and bedload movement)
were predicted to result in high mortality of fall Chinook salmon and coho salmon embryos
and pre-emergent alevin within redds that are constructed in the mainstem Klamath River
downstream from Iron Gate Dam in the fall prior to reservoir drawdown (USBR and CDFG
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2012). Approximately 2,100 fall Chinook salmon redds and approximately 13 SONCC coho
salmon redds were predicted to be affected during reservoir drawdown. Migrating steelhead
within the mainstem Klamath River after December 31 prior to reservoir drawdown are also
anticipated to be directly affected by suspended sediment related to reservoir drawdown.
Additionally, any adult green sturgeon remaining in the lower Klamath River and estuary could
be exposed to elevated suspended sediment concentrations which could result in major
stress to affected fish, although the effects of the dam decommissioning project are expected
to be the same as under existing conditions (USBR and CDFG 2012). Table 5-1 includes the
likely and worst-case effects to adult anadromous fish species downstream from Iron Gate
Dam.

Table 5-1 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for migratory adult salmonids and
green sturgeon
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
. Loss of 13 redds (0.7- Loss of 13 redds (0.7-
Coho Salmon Adult Spawning 26%)’ 26%)’
Chinook Salmon - Fall Adult Spawning Loss of 2,100 redds (8%)' Loss Ofé:;ogo redds
Steelhead - Summer Migrating Adults No anticipated mortality Loss of O-;S/S adults (0-
. . . Loss of up to 1,008 adults Loss of up to 1,988
Steelhead - Winter Migrating Adults (14%)’ adults (28%)
Green Sturgeon Holding Adults Sublethal effects Sublethal effects

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

" Range of potential year class loss based on the average number of redds associated with the evaluated
population(s).

The following sections include descriptions of species-specific effects adapted from the
2012 EIS/R (USBR and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, pp. 3.3-129 to 3.3-168).

5.1.2.1 Coho Salmon

The wide distribution and use of tributaries by both juvenile and adult coho salmon will likely
protect the population from the worst effects of the dam decommissioning. However, direct
mortality is anticipated for redds and smolts from the upper Klamath River, mid-Klamath River,
Shasta River, and Scott River population units. No mortality is anticipated for the Salmon River,
Trinity River, and Lower Klamath River populations under the most likely or worst-case
scenarios. Based on substantial reduction in the abundance of a year class in the short-term,
the effect of the dam decommissioning was found to be significant for the coho salmon from
the Upper Klamath River, Mid-Klamath River, Shasta River, and Scott River population units.

Based on spawning surveys conducted from 2001 to 2005 (Magneson and Gough 2006), 6 to
13 redds could be affected during reservoir drawdown. The anticipated loss of redds from the
Upper Klamath River coho salmon population unit was based on the peak count of redds
surveyed in all years (13 redds counted in 2001). Mainstem Upper Klamath River coho redd
surveys completed between 2001 and 2016 (not completed in 6 years) yielded 6 redds on
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average and no redds in 2009. A total of only 38 mainstem redds were documented between
2001-2005, with two-thirds of those redds being found within 12 miles of the dam (NOAA
2010). Many of the redds anticipated to be affected by the dam decommissioning are thought
to be from returning hatchery fish (NOAA 2010). Based on the range of escapement estimates
in Ackerman et al. (2006), 13 redds could represent anywhere from 0.7 to 26 percent of the
naturally returning spawners in the upper Klamath River Population Unit, and likely much less
than 1 percent of the natural and hatchery returns combined (Magneson and Gough 2006;
USFWS, unpublished data 2017).

5.1.2.2 Chinook Salmon — Fall Run

Fall Chinook salmon use the mainstem Klamath River for spawning, rearing, and as a migratory
corridor. Direct mortality is predicted for fall Chinook salmon redds and some smolts. The
effect of suspended sediment concentrations on juvenile fall Chinook salmon from the dam
decommissioning is expected to be relatively minor because of variable life histories, the large
majority of age-0 juveniles that remain in tributaries until later in the spring and summer, and
because many of the fry that out-migrate to the mainstem come from tributaries in the mid-or
lower Klamath River, where suspended sediment concentrations resulting from the dam
decommissioning are expected to be lower due to dilution from tributaries.

Suspended sediment is predicted to result in 100 percent mortality of fall Chinook salmon
eggs and fry spawned in the mainstem Klamath River during the fall prior to reservoir
drawdown. Much of the overall effect on fall run Chinook salmon will depend on the relative
proportion of mainstem spawners during the fall prior to reservoir drawdown. Based on redd
surveys using a mark and re-sight methodology from 1999 through 2009 (Magneson and
Wright 2010), an average of 2,100 redds from hatchery and naturally returning adults are
constructed in the mainstem Klamath River and represents approximately 8 percent of total,
basin-wide escapement (USBR and CDFG 2012).

5.1.2.3 Steelhead — Summer and Winter

High suspended sediment concentrations resulting from the dam decommissioning are
anticipated to affect winter steelhead migrating during the winter and spring of reservoir
drawdown, particularly for the portion of the population that spawns in tributaries upstream of
the Trinity River. For that portion of the population, effects are anticipated on adults, run-
backs, half-pounders, any juveniles rearing in the mainstem, and out-migrating smolts.
However, the broad spatial distribution of steelhead in the Klamath Basin and their flexible life
history suggests that some steelhead will avoid the most serious effects of the dam
decommissioning by remaining in tributaries for extended rearing, rearing farther downstream
where suspended sediment concentrations should be lower due to dilution, and/or moving out
of the mainstem into tributaries and off-channel habitats during winter to avoid periods of high
suspended sediment concentrations.

Additionally, the life history variability observed in steelhead means that, although numerous
year classes will be affected, not all individuals in any given year class will be exposed to
project effects. Some portion of the progeny of those adults that spawn successfully would
also rear in tributaries long enough to not only avoid the highest suspended sediment
concentrations, but may also not return to spawn for up to 2 years, when suspended sediment
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resulting from the dam decommissioning should be greatly reduced. The high incidence of
repeat spawning among summer steelhead, ranging from 40 to 64 percent (Hopelain 1998)
should also increase that population’s resilience to dam decommissioning effects. Dam
decommissioning modeling results suggest the loss of up to 1,988 winter steelhead redds
and up to 130 summer steelhead redds.

5.1.2.4 Green Sturgeon

Under the 2012 EIS/R most-likely-to-occur scenario and worst-case scenario, the dam
decommissioning project was anticipated to have no effect relative to existing conditions on
adult green sturgeon (USBR and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, p. 3.3-164). Because green sturgeon are
distributed downstream of Ishi Pishi Falls (river mile [RM 66]) in the lower Klamath River
(McCovey 2008), and generally do not enter the lower Klamath River until April, green sturgeon
are likely to experience lower dam decommissioning-related suspended sediment
concentrations. Tributary inputs between Iron Gate Dam and Ishi Pishi Falls will dilute
suspended sediment concentrations, and green sturgeon entering the system later in spring
will be subjected to near background water quality conditions as dam decommissioning
effects diminish into summer. Green sturgeon also emigrate from the Klamath River in the fall
(Benson et al. 2007) and are not expected to experience high suspended sediment
concentrations associated with the early stages of dam decommissioning.

Green sturgeon in the Klamath River spawn on average of every four years, although males
occasionally spawn every two years (McCovey 2010), and therefore up to 75 percent of the
mature adult population (as well as 100 percent of sub-adults) are likely to be in the ocean
during the spring and summer of reservoir drawdown and avoid effects associated with dam
decommissioning. Green sturgeon are long-lived (>40 years) and are able to spawn multiple
times (Klimley et al. 2007), so effects on two year classes may have little influence on the
population as a whole (USBR and CDFG 2012).

51.3 2012 EIS/R AR-3 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-3 plan (Vol. |, pp. 3.3-245 and 3.3-246) described the potential for
augmented fall flows in the mainstem Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam to
encourage the outmigration of post-spawned green sturgeon from the lower Klamath River
and to potentially increase the proportion of fall Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and steelhead
spawning in tributaries. Green sturgeon outmigration from the Klamath River and increased
tributary spawning by anadromous salmonids would reduce the number of fish exposed to
elevated suspended sediment concentrations in the Klamath River as a result of the dam
decommissioning project.

The 2012 EIS/R AR-3 plan suggested that water releases from the Klamath River Hydroelectric
Reach reservoirs should mimic the natural hydrograph during a wet year prior to the dam
deconstruction project, and flows should be consistent with previous recommendations
intended to recover endangered and threatened fishes in the Klamath River (National
Research Council 2004). During a dry year, water balancing would need to be considered to
meet the needs of other basin programs and ecological goals. The 2012 EIS/R plan also
stated that increasing fall flows would likely be most successful if elevated mainstem flows
coincided with elevated tributary flows. Synchronized mainstem and tributary flows would
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create a large enough pulse of water to encourage upstream mainstem migration and
unhindered access into tributary streams.

The plan also specified that spawning surveys could be conducted prior to reservoir
drawdown to monitor AR-3 effectiveness.

5.1.4 KRRC Review of AR-3 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-3 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, new
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States was reviewed to understand how the aquatic
ecosystem might respond to the dam decommissioning project. Major concerns voiced by
the ATWG regarding the 2012 AR-3 included:

e Uncertainty of water availability during fall prior to reservoir drawdown.
e Tributary flows influencing tributary spawning.

e Water needs during reservoir drawdown for sediment evacuation.

e Adult coho salmon locations at the time of the reservoir drawdowns.

o  Green sturgeon outmigration timing.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-3 feasibility and
appropriateness, based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

5.1.4.1 Uncertainty of Water Availability Prior to Reservoir Drawdown

The ATWG voiced concerns that the extra water needed to create the fall pulse flows prior to
reservoir drawdown may not be available depending on the water year, water rights, and other
basin program needs. Given these concerns, water availability creates a project uncertainty
and executing the measure may not be possible. The ATWG concluded that the current
operation plans in place for USBR's Klamath Project have been analyzed under a biological
opinion (NOAA and USFWS 2013) and are sufficient to describe water releases throughout the
year to meet biological goals in the basin.

5.1.4.2 Tributary Flows Influencing Tributary Spawning

ATWG stated that the proportion of tributary spawning by coho salmon and Chinook salmon is
dictated by flows in natal tributaries and not by flow conditions in the mainstem Klamath River.
Since many of the primary spawning tributaries are unregulated, fall flows will be determined
by the meteorological conditions that occur during the fall prior to reservoir drawdown and
thus cannot be predetermined. The ATWG thought that while some water leasing options
could be pursued in the Shasta River, water leasing in other tributaries is unlikely based on a
lack of existing water leasing agreements and therefore, tributary flows may have minimal
influence on the number of spawning fish in the Klamath River. The ATWG also stated that
efforts to use pulse flows in the past have been unsuccessful in moving large numbers of fish
into the river or into tributary streams.

In summary, KRRC and ATWG concluded that the prescribed fall pulse flows would have little
or no effect on tributary streamflow and therefore is not anticipated to result in any additional
tributary spawning during a dry year, and therefore could not be relied upon as a measure.
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5.1.4.3 Water Needs During Reservoir Drawdown

ATWG expressed concerns that using available water volume for fall pulse flows could
increase or extend the deleterious effects of elevated suspended sediment concentrations to
other aquatic organisms in the Hydroelectric Reach and downstream from Iron Gate Dam. By
using available water prior to reservoir drawdown, the ATWG expressed concern that less
reservoir sediments would be evacuated in the first year, causing prolonged sediment effects
beyond dam decommissioning.

KRRC and ATWG concluded that using available storage water in the fall prior to reservoir
drawdown could potentially worsen or extend the deleterious effects of elevated suspended
sediment concentrations on Klamath River focal species and stored water would be better
used to evacuate as much sediment as possible during dam decommissioning.

5.1.4.4 Adult Coho Salmon Locations at Time of Reservoir Drawdown

KRRC and ATWG concluded that since coho salmon primarily spawn in Klamath River
tributaries, adult coho salmon will largely be unaffected by poor water quality conditions
associated with reservoir drawdown in the mainstem Klamath River. Coho salmon peak
spawning typically occurs in November and December after fall freshets contribute to
tributary flows (USBR and CDFG 2012). Additionally, the low numbers of coho salmon that
spawn in the mainstem Klamath River are mostly of hatchery origin (NOAA 2014).

KRRC and ATWG concluded that the dam decommissioning effects to adult coho salmon will
be minimal as the majority of coho salmon spawning takes place in tributaries, and that the
implementation of fall pulse flows would not likely result in any further tributary spawning by
natural origin coho salmon.

5.1.4.5 Green Sturgeon Outmigration Timing

ATWG stated that while green sturgeon outmigration timing from the lower Klamath River and
estuary is correlated to increasing streamflow and decreasing water temperatures, these
conditions would likely occur naturally prior to reservoir drawdown and additional releases of
water are unnecessary to promote outmigration. Benson et al. (2007) stated that outmigration
of any holding green sturgeon occurred during the first significant rainfall, usually in November
and December. A green sturgeon tagging program in the lower Klamath River, has found no
green sturgeon in either the Klamath River or Trinity River after mid-December (Barry
McCovey, Yurok Tribe, personal communication, 2017).

KRRC and ATWG concluded that streamflow will naturally increase with fall rains, and no
additional flow augmentation will be necessary to ensure that green sturgeon will outmigrate
from the lower Klamath River and estuary prior to dam decommissioning.

5.1.4.6 2012 EIS/R Baseline Population Estimates and Project Effects Uncertainty

Effects to adult fish outlined in the 2012 EIS/R (Vol. I, Appendix E) included approximations
and assumptions that were based on limited data on Klamath River anadromous salmonids
and green sturgeon; incorporated a conservative analysis of fish avoidance behavior to the
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anticipated water quality conditions; and in part included a worst-case scenario analysis of
dam decommissioning effects on adult Chinook and coho salmon, and green sturgeon.

5.1.4.7 Project Effects Uncertainty

Studies suggest that high suspended sediment concentrations (Newcombe and Jensen 1996;
Chapman et al. 2014; Kjelland et al. 2015) and low dissolved oxygen concentrations (Bjorn and
Reiser 1991; Washington Department of Ecology [WDOE] 2002; Carter 2005) affect adult
salmonid behavior. Adult salmonid behavioral changes to high suspended sediment
concentrations include avoidance of turbid waters in homing adult anadromous salmonids.
Physiological effects of high turbidity include physiological stress and respiratory impairment,
damage to gills, reduced tolerance to disease and toxicants, reduced survival, and direct
mortality (Newcombe and Jensen 1996). Concentration and duration of elevated suspended
sediment, as well as other factors including water temperature, disease, and river flow,
influence the effect of suspended sediment on salmonids.

Very little information is available on the effects of suspended sediment on sturgeon, and
most life stages of sturgeon are more resilient to poor water quality than salmonids (USBR and
CDFG 2012).

Adult steelhead and Pacific lamprey entering the Klamath River during reservoir drawdown
and dam removal would encounter poor water conditions and would be expected to avoid
poor water quality by either entering tributary streams or using habitats less affected by high
suspended sediment concentrations (e.g., tributary confluences or off-channel areas). For
instance, in 2012 during dam deconstruction on the Elwha River, a high proportion (44
percent) of Chinook salmon redds were documented in two clear water tributaries (Indian
Creek and Little River), while surveys conducted following dam removal activities (2014-2016)
resulted in over 95 percent of Chinook redds constructed in the mainstem river. The high
proportion of tributary spawning by fall Chinook salmon in 2012 suggests that these streams
provided refugia from the effects of dam removal (McHenry et al. 2017). There is increasing
evidence that fish will modify their behavior to avoid areas of high suspended sediment
concentrations immediately following dam removal, thereby reducing the impact of reduced
water quality on their populations. This is consistent with ecological and evolutionary theories
that would predict that fish would evolve behaviors to avoid episodic events resulting is poor
water quality, such as landslides, fires, and other naturally occurring processes.

The 2012 EIS/R effects determination assumed that fish would not exhibit behavioral
responses to poor water quality, and instead would experience high mortality by voluntarily
remaining in areas that had lethal concentrations of suspended sediment for extended
periods of time.

5.2 AR-3 Summary

The 2012 EIS/R AR-3 included fall pulse flows to promote adult Chinook salmon and coho
salmon migration into tributary streams for spawning, and to encourage the outmigration of
green sturgeon from the lower Klamath River and estuary in advance of the dam
decommissioning project. These migratory behaviors in response to the fall pulse flows were
anticipated to reduce the effects of high suspended sediment concentrations on anadromous
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species in the mainstem Klamath River. KRRC and ATWG concluded that fall pulse flows would
be difficult to execute due to unknown water availability and water needs of other water users
in the basin. Additionally, higher mainstem flows would not necessarily improve tributary flow
conditions unless higher tributary flows occurred concurrently with the mainstem pulse flows,
or if water leasing could be undertaken on key tributaries. Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and
green sturgeon have also evolved with the variable hydrology of the Klamath River and are
likely to migrate into tributaries (Chinook and coho salmon) or to the Pacific Ocean (green
sturgeon) with the onset of fall rain and increased flows which will precede the dam
decommissioning project. Finally, implementing the fall pulse flows could also diminish
available storage that could be used to maximize reservoir sediment flushing during reservoir
drawdown.

In summary, KRRC proposes to follow USBR's existing operational plans outlined in the 2013
Biological Opinion (NOAA and USFWS 2013) and will not implement the 2012 EIS/R AR-3 plan.
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6. AR-4 Iron Gate Hatchery Management

The objective of AR-4 is to address reservoir drawdown and dam removal effects on hatchery-
produced Chinook salmon and coho salmon smolts that would be released from Iron Gate
Hatchery during the spring of the reservoir drawdown year during periods of high suspended
sediment concentration which are potentially lethal to outmigrating juvenile salmonids. The
original 2012 EIS/R AR-4 plan focused on delaying the release timing for hatchery produced
smolts, or trucking hatchery smolts to downstream reaches of the Klamath River less affected
by suspended sediment concentrations.

The KRRC recommends Iron Gate Hatchery-reared yearling coho salmon scheduled to be
released in the spring of the drawdown year could be held at Iron Gate Hatchery or at another
facility (depending on Iron Gate Hatchery's operational capacity) until water quality conditions
in the mainstem Klamath River improve to sublethal levels. Based on the current Iron Gate
Hatchery release schedules and suspended sediment predictions in the Klamath River
following dam decommissioning, yearling coho salmon releases could be delayed
approximately 2 weeks to avoid lethal water quality conditions. Water quality monitoring
stations established prior to reservoir drawdown would be used to determine when conditions
in the mainstem Klamath River are suitable for the release of hatchery-reared coho salmon.

6.1 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-4, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-4 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on AR-4 species, and recent fisheries literature relative to
juvenile salmonid outmigration. This information is presented in support of the existing AR-4
measure.

6.1.1 AR-4 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-4 include:

e  Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) — Southern Oregon/Northern California Coastal
(SONCC) evolutionary significant unit (ESU): Federally Threatened; California Threatened,;
Tribal Trust Species

e Chinook salmon (O. tshawytscha) — Upper Klamath-Trinity Rivers ESU - Fall Run: California
Species of Special Concern; Tribal Trust Species

6.1.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-4 Species

Short-term effects of dam removal were expected to result in mostly sublethal, and in some
cases lethal, impacts to a portion of the juvenile Chinook salmon, coho salmon, steelhead, and
Pacific lamprey that are outmigrating from tributary streams to the Klamath River during late
winter and early spring of 2020 (USBR and CDFG 2012). Deleterious short-term effects are
expected to be caused by high SSC levels and low dissolved oxygen concentrations in the
Klamath River from Iron Gate Dam downstream to Orleans. Hatchery-produced Chinook and
coho salmon smolts that are released from the Iron Gate Hatchery into this reach could suffer
from high mortality if they are released during periods of high SSC levels as a result of the
dam decommissioning. Iron Gate Hatchery current production goals include 75,000 yearling
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coho salmon, 900,000 yearling Chinook salmon, and 5,100,000 Chinook salmon smolts
(CDFW and PacifiCorp 2014). Table 6-1 includes the production goals and typical release
schedules for Iron Gate Hatchery. Table 6-2 includes the actual production for 2001 to 2017
(K. Pomeroy, CDFW, personal communication, 2017).

Table 6-1 Current Iron Gate Hatchery production goals and release schedules

Species Release Type Production Goal Release Schedule
Coho Salmon Yearling 75,000 March-April

Chinook Salmon - Fall Yearling 900,000 November

Chinook Salmon - Fall Smolt 5,100,000 May-June

Table 6-2 Iron Gate Hatchery actual annual production totals for 2001 to 2017

Release Year Chinook Coho Steelhead Total

2001 5,849,147 46,254 31,898 5,929,300
2002 5,880,294 67,933 141,362 6,091,591
2003 5,595,997 74,271 192,771 5,865,042
2004 5,777,904 109,374 148,991 6,038,273
2005 6,212,640 74,716 195,698 6,485,059
2006 7,046,755 89,482 83,034 7,221,277
2007 6,348,474 118,487 21,208 6,490,176
2008 6,394,875 53,950 18,461 6,469,294
2009 4,749,470 118,340 29,683 4,899,502
2010 5,380,185 121,000 22,500 5,525,695
2011 4,882,247 22,236 21,034 4,927,528
2012 6,180,447 155,840 51,948 6,390,247
2013 5,091,396 39,402 - 5,132,811
2014 5,422,994 79,585 - 5,504,593
2015 943,489 89,500 - 1,035,004
2016 4,612,598 27,568 - 4,642,182
2017 410,686 17,102 - 429,805
Total 86,779,598 1,305,040 958,588 89,077,379
Max 7.046,755 155,840 195,698 7,221,277
Ave 5,104,682 76,767 79.882 5,239,846
Min 410,686 17,102 18,461 429,805

6.1.3 2012 EIS/R AR-4 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-4 plan (Vol. |, p. 3.3-246) included two potential actions that could be
implemented to reduce the impacts of high SSC levels on hatchery Chinook and coho salmon
smolts as a result of dam decommissioning. The first action is to delay the coho salmon
yearling release until later in the spring (e.g., early to mid-May) in order to avoid peak SSC
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levels associated with the dam decommissioning. Avoiding the peak SSC levels is anticipated
to reduce smolt mortality.

An alternative action to the delayed smolt release approach included allowing sub-yearling
and yearling smolts to imprint at the hatchery and then truck them to Klamath River release
locations downstream of the Trinity River where tributary flows are anticipated to reduce SSC
levels to near background. The timing of the releases would be consistent with normal
hatchery release schedules.

The 2012 EIS/R AR-4 plan suggested that the implementation of this measure is contingent
on the hatchery remaining open and having a suitable water supply during dam
decommissioning.

6.1.4 KRRC Review of AR-4 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-4 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, new
information on Klamath River fisheries and hatchery management was presented and
information on other dam removal projects conducted in the western United States was
reviewed to understand how the aquatic ecosystem might respond as discussed above. Major
concerns voiced thus far by the ATWG regarding the 2012 AR-4 included:

¢ Iron Gate Hatchery water supply uncertainty during and after dam decommissioning.
o Potential mortality associated with hauling and releasing juvenile salmonids.
¢ Potential Chinook and coho salmon juvenile imprinting and adult straying issues.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-4 feasibility and
appropriateness, based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

6.1.4.1 Iron Gate Hatchery Water Supply Uncertainty

The ATWG voiced concerns that the current water supply for the Iron Gate Hatchery is located
at varying depths in Iron Gate Reservoir and will no longer be operational following dam
decommissioning. Additionally, high SSC levels in the Klamath River during reservoir
drawdown will require an alternative water source(s) or filtration of river water for use in the
hatchery, as the water quality will not be sufficient for hatchery operation. The ATWG to
currently reviewing potential alternative water sources or water treatment solutions that would
allow for continued Iron Gate Hatchery operation during and after the dam decommissioning.

6.1.4.2 Potential Mortality Associated with Hauling and Releasing Juvenile Salmonids

The ATWG expressed concerns that long trucking distances could result in stress and
handling mortality of transported fish. The ATWG was concerned that truck or equipment
malfunction could also result in smolt losses during transport. Transporting juvenile salmonids
causes stress in smolts (Barton et al. 1980; Specker and Schreck 1980; Matthews et al. 1986),
which may reduce survival when fish are released (Kenaston et al. 2001).
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The ATWG concluded that transporting hatchery Chinook and coho salmon smolts long
distances downstream from Iron Gate Hatchery could lead to high mortality rates.

6.1.4.3 Potential Chinook and Coho Salmon Juvenile Imprinting and Adult Straying Issues

ATWG expressed concerns regarding how handling and transport of juvenile salmonids may
affect imprinting processes resulting in future straying of returning adults. Juvenile imprinting
is influenced by natal stream water chemistry and the juvenile fish's physiological state during
rearing and outmigration (Keefer and Caudill 2014). Juvenile fish with extended freshwater
residency times, or long-distance migrations, almost certainly experience multiple imprinting
events that contribute to homing success of adult spawners. Transporting juvenile fish has
been shown to disrupt this 'sequential imprinting’' process, and several studies on coho
salmon (Solazzi et al. 1991) and Atlantic salmon (Gunnergd et al. 1988; Heggberget et al. 1991)
have shown that adult homing success is inversely related to transport distance from rearing
sites (Keefer and Caudill 2014).

Therefore, the release of juvenile fish downstream of the Trinity River could compromise the
imprinting process for relocated juvenile fish. Insufficient imprinting to natal streams or the
loss of spatially distinct imprinting events during outmigration could potentially increase adult
straying rates during future returns and result in the loss of genetic integrity in distinct
populations. Future, elevated stray rates could result in a more homogenous distribution of
fish returning to the lower Klamath River and also hinder the natural recolonization of areas
upstream of Iron Gate Dam.

The ATWG concluded that releasing hatchery-reared fish downstream of the Trinity River
could jeopardize future hatchery returns to the upper Klamath River and could increase
straying rates that could negatively affect wild populations.

6.2 AR-4 Summary

The 2012 EIS/R AR-4 included two strategies for addressing short-term dam
decommissioning effects to hatchery-produced Chinook and coho salmon smolts. The two
strategies included either delaying the release of Chinook salmon smolts and coho salmon
yearlings, or the transport of these fish from Iron Gate Hatchery to the lower Klamath River
where the fish would be released into reaches less affected by poor water quality associated
with the dam decommissioning. Delaying the release of yearling coho salmon is not expected
to require a substantial change in the typical hatchery release schedule and may only require a
two-week delay in the release schedule. The ATWG raised concerns about potential juvenile
stress and mortality associated with the trucking option, and increased stray rates of
returning adults due to insufficient juvenile imprinting. In summary, the KRRC recommends the
delayed release of yearling coho salmon from Iron Gate Hatchery.
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1. AR-5 Pacific Lamprey Ammocoetes

The objective of AR-5 is to monitor the distribution and abundance of Pacific lamprey
ammocoetes downstream of Iron Gate Dam. The original 2012 EIS/R AR-5 measure involved
capturing and relocating Pacific lamprey ammocoetes from the Klamath River starting at, and
extending 2 miles downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9). Relocating lamprey
ammocoetes from this reach was expected to offset some of the potential effects of high
suspended sediment concentrations and low dissolved oxygen levels during reservoir
drawdown.

Based on existing lamprey ammocoete presence information, dam removal effects to Pacific
lamprey ammocoetes in the 2-mile reach downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) are
expected to be minimal, and the KRRC recommends no protective action is necessary for
Pacific lamprey ammocoetes.

7.1 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-5, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-5 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on Pacific lamprey ammocoetes, and recent fisheries
literature relative to Pacific lamprey ammocoetes.

7.1.1 AR-5Affected Species

Species identified in AR-5 include:

e Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus): California Species of Special Concern; Oregon
Sensitive Species, Tribal Trust Species

7.1.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-5 Species

The short-term effects of dam removal (high suspended sediment concentrations and low
dissolved oxygen) are anticipated to result in high rates of ammocoete mortality, although the
resilience of ammocoetes to extended periods of high suspended sediment concentrations
and low dissolved oxygen are unknown (Goodman and Reid 2012). The 2012 EIS/R
(Reclamation and CDFG 2012; Vol. ll, Appendix E, pp. E52-E56) analysis applied the effects of
suspended sediment on salmonids to predict effects on Pacific lamprey ammocoetes, with
the assumption that effects on Pacific lamprey ammocoetes are equivalent to or less severe
than on salmonids. This likely overestimates any effects to lamprey ammocoetes since their
preferred rearing strategy is to burrow in fine sediments mixed with organic matter. In general,
most life stages of Pacific lamprey appear to be more resilient to poor water quality
conditions (such as suspended sediment) than salmonids (Zaroban et al. 1999). Table 7-1
includes the anticipated effects to Pacific lamprey ammocoetes presented in the 2012
EIS/R (Reclamation and CDFG 2012).
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Table 7-1 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for Pacific lamprey ammocoetes
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
Pacific Lamprey Ammocoete Rearing High mortality (52%)’ High mortality (71%)’

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

Dam decommissioning would have short-term effects on Pacific lamprey ammocoetes related
to suspended sediment concentrations, bedload sediment transport and deposition, and
impaired water quality (particularly low dissolved oxygen levels). Overall, because multiple year
classes of Pacific lamprey rear in the mainstem Klamath River at any given time, and since
adults will migrate upstream over the entire year, including January of the reservoir drawdown
year when effects from the dam decommissioning will be most pronounced, effects on Pacific
lamprey adults and ammocoetes are anticipated to be substantial. However, because of their
wide spatial distribution and varied life history, most of the population (which spans nearly the
entire northern Pacific Rim), would not be affected by the dam decommissioning. In addition,
Pacific lamprey are considered to have low fidelity to their natal streams (FERC 2006), and may
not enter the mainstem Klamath River if environmental conditions are unfavorable during the
reservoir drawdown period. Migration into the Trinity River and other lower Klamath River
tributaries may also increase during reservoir drawdown because of poor water quality in the
upper Klamath River. Low site fidelity and a prevalence of tributary ammocoetes also
increases the potential for Pacific lamprey recolonization of mainstem habitats following dam
decommissioning.

The 2-mile reach of the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9) was the
focus of lamprey relocation efforts in the 2012 EIS/R (Reclamation and CDFG 2012). At the
time of the 2012 EIS/R, lamprey ammocoete presence downstream from Iron Gate Dam was
unknown. Recent surveys have found very low numbers or absence of lamprey ammocoetes
in the Klamath River between Iron Gate Dam and the Scott River (approximately 47 river miles;
Goodman and Hetrick 2017). Referenced as a "dead zone" containing few ammocoetes this
reach is presumably affected by flow management, poor water quality, lack of sandy fines, and
high deposition rates of organic material (Goodman and Reid 2015). Kostow (2002) also found
Pacific lamprey ammocoete distributions can be patchy, perhaps due to environmental
conditions, and Petersen (2006) related tribal eelers’ belief that the effects of the dams on
anadromous fish returns may affect marine-derived nutrients that sustain ammocoetes.

Tribal elders and eelers with the Yurok and Karuk Tribes were interviewed as part of a
traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) project investigating the importance of Pacific lamprey
to the lower Klamath River tribes (Petersen 2006). Eelers noted the dramatic reduction in
Pacific lamprey since European-American settlement and specifically over the last 50 years.
The construction of Iron Gate Dam, mining, forest fire suppression, commercial logging, other
forestry practices including herbicide application, road building, rotenone treatments (see
Jackson et al. 1996 for similar treatments in the Columbia Basin), periodic high magnitude
floods, and changing ocean conditions were frequently identified as reasons for Pacific
lamprey declines in the basin (Petersen 2006). Of these impacts, loss of the natural flow
regime on the Klamath River was highlighted as having the most detrimental effect on Pacific

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 7-2



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 7. AR-5 Pacific Lamprey Ammocoetes

lamprey spawning and ammocoete rearing habitats. Dewatering of channel margin
ammocoete rearing habitats downstream from Iron Gate Dam caused by hydropower ramping
were also suspected in the decline of Pacific lamprey (Petersen 2006).

Dam decommissioning will address some of the limiting factors that are believed to currently
affect Pacific lamprey across their geographic region and in the Klamath River basin.
Increasing connectivity across the river network and restoring connectivity between the
Klamath River and tributaries in the Hydroelectric Reach will provide access to more Pacific
lamprey spawning and rearing habitats (Schultz et al. 2014). Restoring more natural flow and
temperature regimes, and transport of fine sediments downstream of Iron Gate Dam, will
improve ammocoete rearing habitat conditions. Ammocoete rearing habitats are believed to
be important for maintaining recruitment to the population as these areas provide
pheromone-based migratory cues for spawning adults (Stone et al. 2002; Li et al. 2003) and
may preserve lamprey population persistence (Jolley et al. 2016).

7.1.3 2012 EIS/R AR-5 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-5 plan directed the capture and relocation of Pacific lamprey ammocoetes
from preferred habitats in the reach of the Klamath River starting at, and extending 2 miles
downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Relocating lamprey ammocoetes from this reach was
expected to offset some of the potential effects of high suspended sediment concentrations
and low dissolved oxygen levels during reservoir drawdown.

The 2012 EIS/R AR-5 measure included the following tasks.

o Identify preferred habitat areas where dissolved oxygen levels would be particularly low,
including pools, alcoves, backwaters, and channel margins that experience low water
velocities and sand and silt deposition from the reach within 2 miles downstream from
Iron Gate Dam.

¢ Conductreconnaissance level surveys to assess if enough ammocoetes are presentin
this reach to warrant protection.

¢ The salvage operation, if implemented, would be conducted utilizing a specialized
backpack electrofishing unit to capture ammocoetes. Captured individuals would be
transported to suitable locations (with current low occurrences of lamprey) within
tributaries upstream or upstream of Keno Dam.

7.1.4 KRRC Review of AR-5 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-5 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, current
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States were reviewed to understand how the
aquatic ecosystem might respond as discuss above. Major concerns voiced by the ATWG
regarding the 2012 AR-5 included:

e Pacific lamprey ammocoete absence in the prescribed 2012 EIS/R salvage reach.
o Potential effects of relocated Pacific lamprey ammocoetes on endemic lamprey species.
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o Effects to the Pacific lamprey metapopulation.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-5 feasibility and
appropriateness based on supplemental information provided in the 2012 EIS/R, current
fisheries research literature, and input from the ATWG.

7.1.4.1 Pacific Lamprey Ammocoetes Absence from Salvage Reach

Previous sampling efforts conducted by the Karuk Tribe and USFWS in the proposed salvage
reach (2 miles downstream from Iron Gate Dam) found very few or no ammocoetes in sampled
habitats (Goodman and Hetrick 2017; T. Soto, Karuk Tribe, personal communication, 2017). At
37 sites sampled in the Klamath River, ammocoetes were detected at an expected catch per
unit effort at all locations except those within proximity to Iron Gate Dam (Goodman and
Hetrick 2017). Goodman and Reid (2015) documented the 47-mile reach of the Klamath River
from Iron Gate Dam to the Scott River as a “dead zone" containing few ammocoetes,
presumably due to flow management, poor water quality, lack of sandy fines, and high
deposition rates of organic material. Since river conditions and river management have not
changed since these ammocoete survey were completed, Pacific lamprey ammocoete
habitation in the 2-mile reach downstream of Iron Gate Dam is unlikely. The ATWG concluded
further allocation of resources to sample ammocoetes from this reach is not warranted.

7.1.4.2 Effects of Relocated Pacific Lamprey Ammocoetes on Endemic Lamprey Ammocoetes

Currently, five other resident species of lamprey occur in the Klamath Basin. Although Pacific
lamprey likely historically occupied the Upper Klamath Basin (Goodman and Reid 2015) and
tribal knowledge relates that Pacific lamprey occupied habitats beyond the upstream limit of
steelhead occupation (Petersen 2006), there are uncertainties regarding the historical overlap
of Pacific lamprey and endemic lamprey species (ODFW 2008). The ATWG suggested that it
would be difficult or impossible to differentiate larval lamprey ammocoetes of a variety of
species during a field relocation effort. With this consideration, the ATWG expressed
concerns regarding the potential effects of relocating non-target ammocoetes to areas
upstream of Keno Dam or into Klamath River tributaries as the original 2012 EIS/R AR-5
specified. Potential effects on endemic lamprey species could include competition for habitat
and food, and disease transmission from relocated lamprey ammocoetes to existing
populations. ODFW's 2008 draft of A Plan for the Reintroduction of Anadromous Fish in the
Upper Klamath Basin sought a passive reintroduction strategy for Pacific lamprey. ODFW's
current strategy is likely to follow a similar passive reintroduction process (T. Wise, ODFW,
personal communication, 2017). The ATWG concluded that relocating salvaged lamprey
ammocoetes from the mainstem Klamath River could pose significant risks to other endemic
lamprey species.

7.1.4.3 Pacific Lamprey Metapopulation

Recent genetic analysis of Pacific lamprey suggests no significant population structure exists
across populations or regions, indicating a high degree of historical gene flow even across
expansive distances of the northern Pacific Rim (Goodman and Reid 2012). Klamath Basin
Pacific lamprey are part of a more geographically-widespread interbreeding population that
exhibits little basin-specific site fidelity (Goodman and Hetrick 2017). Because the
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metapopulation is now believed to extend potentially across the species’' range, the
percentage of the metapopulation’s adult and larval Pacific lamprey that will be affected by the
dam decommissioning will be insignificant. The ATWG concluded that the potential loss of
Pacific lamprey ammocoetes during dam decommissioning would be a temporary impact to
the population and ammocoete mortality would constitute a minimal impact to the
metapopulation.

7.2 AR-5 Summary

The Klamath River from Iron Gate Dam downstream to the Scott River (47 miles) is referred to
as a "dead zone" for Pacific lamprey ammocoetes. Past sampling efforts have detected few or
no ammocoetes in this reach. Based on these sampling efforts and concerns regarding Pacific
lamprey ammocoete relocation, no protective actions are planned to address project effects
to Pacific lamprey ammocoetes. Like other reviewed species, Pacific lamprey are expected to
benefit from the dam decommissioning project over the long-term. Benefits to Pacific lamprey
include restoring access to historical habitat upstream of Iron Gate Dam, fine sediment
transport and local fining of channel bed sediments downstream of Iron Gate Dam, and
improved water quality conditions.
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8. AR-6 Suckers

The objective of AR-6 is to address reservoir drawdown and dam removal effects on Lost
River and shortnose suckers inhabiting the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs by salvaging
suckers from the reservoirs and relocating the salvaged suckers to waterbodies outside of the
affected area. The original 2012 EIS/R AR-6 measure focused on trapping and hauling Lost
River, shortnose, and Klamath smallscale suckers. Lost River and shortnose suckers would be
released into Upper Klamath Lake, and Klamath small smallscale suckers released into
Spencer Creek, a tributary to the Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach. Based on a review
of the information provided herein, the KRRC concluded that an updated AR-6 is necessary to
address anticipated short-term effects of the dam decommissioning project. The updated
AR-6 measure includes a step-wise adaptive process for sampling, salvaging, and releasing
Lost River and shortnose suckers into waterbodies that will not be affected by dam
decommissioning effects.

8.1 Proposed Updated AR-6

Based on a review of the original 2012 EIS/R AR-6 measure presented in Section 8.2, input
from the ATWG, and recent Lost River and shortnose suckers literature, the KRRC concluded
that an updated AR-6 is necessary to offset the anticipated short-term effects of dam
decommissioning on Lost River and shortnose suckers. The updated AR-6 includes sampling,
and salvaging and releasing suckers into designated waterbodies that are isolated from
sucker recovery populations in Upper Klamath Lake. The updated AR-6 has two actions.

e Action 1: Lost River and shortnose suckers will be sampled in the Klamath River and in
Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs in 2018. River sampling will be completed in spring of
2018 and reservoir sampling will be completed in fall of 2018. The purpose of sampling is
to document the abundance and genetics of Lost River and shortnose suckers in the
Hydroelectric Reach. Captured fish will be marked with a passive integrated transponder
(PIT) tag, fin clipped for genetic material, measured, and released. Recaptured fish will be
used to estimate the sucker population abundance. Fin clips will be used to determine the
genetics of the sampled fish. USFWS is currently developing genetic markers for Lost
River and shortnose suckers.

e Action 2: Adult Lost River and shortnose suckers in reservoirs downstream from Keno
Dam would be captured and relocated to isolated water bodies in the Klamath Basin. The
proposed relocation of rescued suckers to isolated waterbodies is to ensure hybridized
suckers do not mix with sucker populations designated as recovery populations in Upper
Klamath Lake. An estimated 14 days will be required for sampling, and 14 days will be
required for salvage and release efforts. We anticipate salvaging and translocating 100
Lost River and 100 shortnose suckers from each of the three Klamath River reservoirs
(600 fish total). The number of translocated fish will not exceed 3,000 fish, which is the
capacity of the currently identified recipient waterbody (Tule Lake). The salvage effort will
likely translocate less than 10 percent of the sucker populations in the respective
reservoirs.
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The proposed actions are intended to reduce Project effects on Lost River and shortnose
suckers inhabiting the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs. The following sections provide
additional detail on the proposed actions.

8.1.1 Action 1: Reservoir and River Sampling

Lost River and shortnose suckers will be sampled in the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs and
the Klamath River in 2018. Sampling in both the reservoirs and the Klamath River is anticipated
to improve the number of fish encounters since suckers may not spawn every year (Buettner
2000) and the current population demographics are unknown.

River sampling will be completed in spring of 2018 and reservoir sampling will be completed in
fall of 2018. The intent of the sampling is to document the abundance and genetics of Lost
River and shortnose suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach. Sampling will include placing trammel
nets in the reservoirs (reservoir sampling) and in Klamath River segments upstream of the
reservoirs (river sampling) to determine the abundance and genetics of suckers in the
Hydroelectric Reach. Electrofishing or other means of trapping suckers may also be employed
if trammel netting is ineffective. Captured fish will be marked with a PIT tag (Burdick 2013), fin
clipped for genetic material, measured, and released. Recaptured fish will be used to estimate
the size of sucker populations, and fin clips will be used to determine the genetics of the
sampled fish. Summary reports will be prepared following each sampling effort and the ATWG
will meet to review the sampling data and determine if additional sampling is necessary.
Collected data will be stored in a database managed by USFWS or USGS.

Primers will need to be developed from the genetic markers that USFWS's Abernathy Fish
Technology Center identifies for Lost River and shortnose suckers. Genetic analysis of the
sampled suckers will be used to inform managers on the genetics of Lost River and shortnose
sucker populations in the Hydroelectric Reach. Genetic information will in part be used to
determine appropriate salvaged suckers' release locations.

8.1.2 Action 2: Sucker Salvage and Relocation

Adult Lost River and shortnose suckers in reservoirs downstream from Keno Dam would be
captured and relocated to isolated water bodies in the Klamath Basin using similar methods as
outlined for the sampling. The proposed relocation of rescued suckers to isolated
waterbodies is to ensure hybridized suckers do not mix with sucker populations designated as
recovery populations in Upper Klamath Lake. An estimated 14 days will be required for
sampling, and 14 days will be required for salvage and release efforts. We anticipate salvaging
and translocating 100 Lost River and 100 shortnose suckers from each of the three Klamath
River reservoirs (600 fish total). The number of translocated fish will not exceed 3,000 fish,
which is the capacity of the currently identified recipient waterbody (Tule Lake). The salvage
effort will likely translocate less than 10 percent of the sucker populations in the respective
reservoirs.

In summary, the updated AR-6 includes two actions to sample and then salvage and relocate
Lost River and shortnose suckers from the Hydroelectric Reservoirs to Tule Lake.
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8.2 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-6, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-6 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects on Lost River and shortnose suckers, and current sucker literature.

8.2.1 AR-6 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-6 include:

o LostRiver sucker (Deltistes luxatus): Federally Endangered; California Endangered and
Fully Protected; Oregon Endangered; Tribal Trust Species

o Shortnose sucker (Chasmistes brevirostris): Federally Endangered; California Endangered
and Fully Protected; Oregon Endangered; Tribal Trust Species

o Klamath smallscale sucker (Catostomus rimiculus)

8.2.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-6 Species

The dam decommissioning project will result in the loss of Lost River and shortnose sucker
reservoir populations as the lake-type habitat these sucker species inhabit will be restored to
free-flowing riverine conditions. Although sucker populations in the Hydroelectric Reach
reservoirs are generally unknown (Buettner et al. 2006), past sampling efforts have
documented larval and adult suckers in Topsy Reservoir (J.C. Boyle Dam; Desjardins and
Markle 2000), Copco Reservoir (Copco 1 Dam; Beak Consultants 1987; Desjardins and Markle
2000), and Iron Gate Reservoir (Desjardins and Markle 2000). More recent anecdotal evidence
suggests a sucker spawning run occurred upstream of Topsy Reservoir in April 2017 (B.
Tinniswood, ODFW, personal communication, 2017). Table 8-1 includes the likely and worst-
case effects to Lost River and shortnose suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs.

Table 8-1 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for Lost River and shortnose
suckers
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
Lost River & Shortnose Al Loss of reservoir Loss of reservoir
Suckers populations populations

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

The following section includes a description of species-specific effects adapted from the
2012 EIS/R (Reclamation and CDFG 2012; Vol. |, pp. 3.3-166 to 3.3-168) and other literature.

8.2.2.1 Lost River Suckers and Shortnose Suckers

Lost River and shortnose suckers are endemic to the Upper Klamath Basin (Moyle 2002). The
Lost River sucker historically occurred in Upper Klamath Lake (Williams et al. 1985) and its
tributaries, and the Lost River watershed, Tule Lake, Lower Klamath Lake, and Sheepy Lake
(Moyle 1976). Shortnose suckers historically occurred throughout Upper Klamath Lake and its
tributaries (Williams et al. 1985; Miller and Smith 1981). The present distribution of both
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species includes Upper Klamath Lake and its tributaries (Buettner and Scoppettone 1990),
Clear Lake Reservoir and its tributaries (USFWS 1993), Tule Lake, Lost River up to Anderson-
Rose Dam (USFWS 1993), and the Klamath River downstream to Copco Reservoir and
probably to Iron Gate Reservoir (USFWS 1993). Shortnose sucker occur in Gerber Reservoir
and its tributaries, but Lost River sucker do not.

The dam decommissioning project will eliminate existing reservoir habitat used by Lost River
and shortnose suckers. The Lost River and shortnose suckers that have been observed in the
Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs are believed to be fish that originated in Upper Klamath Lake
and moved down through Lake Euwana and the Hydroelectric Reach (Buettner and
Scoppettone 1991; Markle et al. 1999; Desjardins and Markle 2000). The populations are not
thought to represent a viable, self-supporting populations (Buettner et al. 2006; USFWS 2012),
and no longer interact with Upper Klamath Lake populations. The Hydroelectric Reach habitat
is not designated critical habitat for either species, and Hydroelectric Reach populations are
not part of the species’ recovery units (USFWS 2012).

8.2.3 2012 EIS/R AR-6 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-6 plan (Vol. |, pp. 3.3-247 to 3.3-248) directed a multi-step process that
included a telemetry study to determine sucker locations in the Hydroelectric Reach
reservoirs, followed by salvaging Lost River and shortnose suckers during the reservoir
drawdowns, and releasing the salvaged suckers into Upper Klamath Lake. If deemed feasible
prior to dam decommissioning, Klamath smallscale suckers were to be collected in a 2-mile
reach downstream from J.C. Boyle Dam and transported for release into Spencer Creek
immediately downstream of the Spencer Creek hook-up road (upper limits for sucker in
Spencer Creek; Reclamation and CDFG 2012).

8.2.4 KRRC Review of AR-6 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-6 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, current
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States were reviewed to understand how the
aquatic ecosystem might respond as discussed above. Major concerns voiced by the ATWG
regarding the 2012 AR-6 included:

o (Genetic integrity of salvaged suckers and effects on recipient populations.
e Relocation site availability.

¢ Klamath smallscale sucker salvage.

o Designated critical habitat and sink populations.

e Telemetry study feasibility and benefit.

e 2012 EIS/R baseline population estimates and effects uncertainty.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-6 feasibility and
appropriateness based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 8-4



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 8. AR-6 Suckers

8.2.4.1 Genetic Integrity of Salvaged Suckers and Effects on Recipient Populations

Klamath reservoir sucker populations have not been formally studied since the late 1990s
(see Beak Consultants 1987; 1988; Desjardins and Markle 2000). Current population sizes, age
class distribution, and genetic composition of Lost River and shortnose suckers are unknown,
although genetic introgression between Lost River and shortnose suckers and Klamath
smallscale suckers is suspected (Beak Consultants 1987; Markle et al. 1999). USFWS is
concerned that relocating hybridized Lost River and shortnose suckers into Upper Klamath
Lake could compromise the genetic integrity of recovery unit populations in Upper Klamath
Lake. As Klamath smallscale suckers are very rare in Upper Klamath Lake (one has been found
in Upper Klamath Lake; Markle et al. 1999), hybridized Lost River-Klamath smallscale suckers
or shortnose-Klamath smallscale suckers in Upper Klamath Lake would create a novel sucker
hybrid not known to exist in designated critical habitat (i.e., Klamath Basin upstream from Keno
Dam). However, Markle et al. (1999) found more genetic similarity between Lost River suckers
and Klamath smallscale suckers, and shortnose suckers and Klamath largescale suckers,
although there also geographic-related differences among individuals within the respective
species (e.g., Lost River suckers from Lost River and the Upper Klamath subbasins had
meristic differences). Markle et al. (1999) concluded that Klamath Basin suckers are part of a
species complex, or syngameon, defined as groups of interbreeding species that maintain
their ecological, morphological, genetic, and evolutionary integrity in spite of hybridization
(Templeton 1989 cited in Markle et al. 1999). In these hybrid species complexes, species
integrity may be maintained by selection.

Based on the unknown genetic composition of suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach, it was
concluded that relocating salvaged suckers to Upper Klamath Lake could threaten recovery
populations and alternative release locations are necessary.

8.2.4.2 Relocation Site Availability

Salvaged sucker relocation sites must be isolated from Lost River and shortnose sucker
populations inhabiting critical habitat or recovery areas in order to maintain the genetic
integrity and health of recovery populations. Although it is unlikely that Lost River and
shortnose suckers would have disease and parasite loads different from suckers in Upper
Klamath Lake, such concerns further require the separation of salvage fish from recovery
populations in the Upper Klamath Basin.

Tule Lake is the most likely relocation site for salvaged suckers. Tule Lake is an agricultural
sump that is maintained by agricultural return flow. USFWS currently uses Tule Lake as a
relocation site for Lost River and shortnose suckers salvaged from other areas in the basin,
and the lake currently has the capacity for an additional 2,000 to 3,000 relocated suckers (J.
Rasmussen, USFWS, personal communication, 2017). Management of Tule Lake is
complicated by multiple user groups and the periodic need to draw down the reservoir for
sediment maintenance. USFWS is currently investigating other potential sucker relocation
sites in the Upper Klamath Basin.

We recommend that salvaged suckers be relocated to Tule Lake or another isolated

waterbody until Hydroelectric Reach sucker genetics are better understood.
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8.2.4.3 Klamath Smallscale Sucker Salvage

Klamath smallscale sucker is a riverine sucker species that historically inhabited the Klamath
River below the Keno reef, and the adjacent Rogue River basin (Markle et al. 1999). The
species is not known to inhabit Upper Klamath Lake or Upper Klamath Basin tributaries.
Klamath smallscale sucker salvage would require sorting and releasing Klamath smallscale
suckers at different locations than Lost River and shortnose suckers since the listed suckers
are lake-type suckers (Buettner and Scoppettone 1991). ODFW also expressed concern with
releasing salvaged Klamath smallscale suckers into Spencer Creek due to competition with
the existing Spencer Creek sucker population (T. Wise, ODFW, personal communication,
2017). Although included in the original AR-6, Klamath smallscale sucker is not a federal or
state listed species, and is not recognized as a tribal trust species. Therefore, we recommend
Klamath smallscale sucker be removed from consideration in the updated AR-6 plan.

8.2.4.4 Designated Critical Habitat and Sink Populations

Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs and Klamath River downstream from Keno Dam were not
designated as critical habitat by USFWS (2012). The sucker populations inhabiting the
Klamath reservoirs are part of the Upper Klamath Lake Recovery Unit, however, they are sink
populations that will likely never be viable and therefore are not actively managed for recovery
(USFWS 2012). From a federal regulatory perspective, recovery of Lost River and shortnose
suckers does not require preservation of the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs or the sucker
populations within.

8.2.4.5 Telemetry Study

Based on research in Upper Klamath Lake and past studies in the Klamath River reservoirs,
USFWS and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) are in support of a multi-stage sampling and
salvage effort that would use passive integrated transponder (PIT) tag technology to mark
suckers. Lost River and shortnose suckers would be netted during a two-year sampling effort
(2017 and 2018) and marked to estimate population sizes and demographics for suckers in
the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs. Sampling would occur in the reservoirs in the falland in
reaches of the Klamath River upstream of the reservoirs in the spring. Fall sampling would
focus on shallow areas in the reservoirs and spring sampling would target sucker spawning
migrations as fish leave the reservoirs and enter river reaches for spawning (Janney et al.
2009; Hewitt et al. 2014). Genetic material collected during the sampling phase would be used
to develop genetic profiles of reservoir suckers and inform the sucker relocation effort.
Suckers would be relocated during salvage efforts in the spring and fall of 2019. Based on this
information, we have concluded the proposed PIT tag study will be more informative and less
costly to implement relative to the originally proposed telemetry study.

8.2.4.6 2012 EIS/R Baseline Population Estimates

Desjardins and Markle (2000) provided the most comprehensive population estimates for
suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs. The number of adult shortnose suckers was
estimated to be highest in Copco Reservoir (n=165), followed by J.C. Boyle (h=50), and then
Iron Gate (n=22). Larger and older individuals dominated Copco and Iron Gate reservoirs and
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little size structure was detected. J. C. Boyle tended to have smaller adult shortnose suckers
and many size classes were present. It appeared that recruitment of young-of-the-year
suckers only occurred in J.C. Boyle with downstream reservoirs recruiting older individuals,
perhaps those that had earlier recruited to J.C. Boyle Reservoir.

No new baseline population data have been produced for suckers inhabiting the Hydroelectric
Reach reservoirs. However, anecdotal evidence (B. Tinniswood, ODFW, personal
communication, 2017) suggests more suckers may inhabit the reservoirs than previously
anticipated (e.g., Buettner and Scoppettone 1991; Beak Consultants 1987). USFWS's
Abernathy Fish Technology Center, Longview, Washington, is also currently undertaking a
genetic analysis of Lost River, shortnose, and other basin sucker species to identify genetic
markers that may be used to differentiate suckers in the future. The Abernathy lab is
anticipated to produce a report on sucker genetics by summer of 2018.

8.3 AR-6 Summary

The Klamath River dam decommissioning project is anticipated to have significant short-term
effects on Lost River and shortnose suckers in the Hydroelectric Reach. Because the
reservoirs will be restored to free-flowing historical conditions and the special-status suckers
are lake-type suckers, individuals of these species that remain in the Hydroelectric Reach
following dam removal are not expected to survive. The 2012 EIS/R AR-6 measure included a
telemetry study to assess potential sucker locations in the Hydroelectric Reach, followed by a
sucker salvage effort to remove fish from the reservoirs and transport them to Upper Klamath
Lake for release. Several concerns were identified with the 2012 AR-6 plan, including the
genetic integrity of Hydroelectric Reach suckers, relocation site availability, the need to
salvage Klamath smallscale suckers, and the feasibility and benefit of the proposed telemetry
study. We concluded that the basis of these concerns could result in the originally proposed
AR-6 measure negatively affecting the recovery of Lost River and shortnose sucker
populations in Upper Klamath Lake. Therefore, it was determined that additional actions in the
form of an updated AR-6 are warranted.

The updated AR-6 plan, prepared by the KRRC and supported by the ATWG, includes two
primary actions including reservoir and river sampling, and sucker salvage and release into
appropriate waterbodies selected by fisheries managers. The proposed actions are
anticipated to maximize the survival of Lost River and shortnose suckers currently inhabiting
the Hydroelectric Reach. The number of translocated fish will not exceed 3,000 fish, which is
the capacity of the currently identified recipient waterbody (Tule Lake). The salvage effort will
likely translocate less than 10 percent of the sucker populations in the respective reservaoirs.
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9. AR-7 Freshwater Mussels

The objective of AR-7 is to address reservoir drawdown and dam removal effects on
freshwater mussels located in the Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach and downstream
from Iron Gate Dam (RM 192.9). The 2012 EIS/R AR-7 measure focused conducting a
freshwater mussel relocation pilot study followed by the salvage and relocation of freshwater
mussels prior to reservoir drawdown. Salvaged mussels were to be held in a temporary
location for later placement following reservoir drawdown, and placed in locations that would
not be affected by the reservoir drawdown. Based on a review of the provided information
herein, the KRRC and the ATWG concluded that a moderate scale freshwater mussel
relocation effort is warranted. The updated AR-7 includes a freshwater mussel
reconnaissance in 2018 followed by a limited freshwater mussel salvage in 2019 prior to
reservoir drawdown. Freshwater mussels will be salvaged from the 8-mile long Iron Gate Dam
(RM 192.9) to Cottonwood Creek (RM 184.9) reach, and translocated to the Klamath River
between the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0) and Keno Dam (RM 238.2).

9.1 Proposed Updated AR-7

Based on a review of the original 2012 EIS/R AR-7 measure presented in Section 9.2, input
from the ATWG, and current freshwater mussels literature, the KRRC concluded that an
updated AR-7 is necessary to offset the anticipated short-term effects of dam
decommissioning on freshwater mussels. The updated AR-7 includes a reconnaissance,
salvage, and relocation of freshwater mussels from the 8-mile reach between Iron Gate Dam
and the Cottonwood Creek confluence with the Klamath River. The monitoring and adaptive
management plan has two specific actions.

e Action 1: Areconnaissance will be completed in 2018 to assess the distribution and
density of freshwater mussels in the 8-mile long bedload deposition reach from Iron Gate
Dam (RM 192.9) downstream to the Cottonwood Creek confluence (RM 184.9). The
reconnaissance will confirm mussel beds identified in the 2007-2010 surveys and
estimate abundance at a subset of the mussel beds in the reach.

e Action 2: Based on the reconnaissance, a portion of the freshwater mussels located
between Iron Gate Dam and Cottonwood Creek will be salvaged and relocated to reduce
dam decommissioning effects to the mussel community. Approximately 15,000 to
20,000 mussels are planned for translocation to appropriate habitats in the Klamath River
between the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0) and Keno Dam (RM
238.2). The proposed number of translocated mussels is likely less than 10 percent of
freshwater mussels in the mainstem Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach and
downstream from Iron Gate Dam.

The proposed actions are intended to reduce Project effects on freshwater mussels located
downstream from Iron Gate Dam. The following sections provide additional detail on the
proposed actions.
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9.1.1 Action 1: Freshwater Mussel Reconnaissance

The KRRC will prepare a reconnaissance plan to assess freshwater mussels in the Iron Gate
Dam to Cottonwood Creek reach in 2018. Habitat conditions will also be evaluated from the
upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir (RM 233.0) upstream to Keno Dam (RM 238.2) to
determine the habitat capacity for translocated mussels. An existing freshwater mussel data
set (base data for Davis et al. 2013), compiled by the Karuk Tribe, USFWS, and other
collaborators from 2007 to 2010 for the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam, will
be reviewed and used to plan the reconnaissance. The reconnaissance will confirm mussel
beds identified in the 2007-2010 surveys and estimate abundance at a subset of the mussel
beds locations. Habitat metrics in the potential translocation reach will be evaluated to
maximize translocation success. The freshwater mussel reconnaissance and translocation
reach habitat assessment are anticipated to take 5 days

9.1.2 Action 2: Freshwater Mussel Salvage and Relocation

The KRRC will coordinate and implement a freshwater mussel salvage plan with freshwater
mussel specialists. Based on the reconnaissance, a portion of the freshwater mussels located
between Iron Gate Dam and Cottonwood Creek will be salvaged and relocated to reduce dam
decommissioning effects to the freshwater mussel community. The freshwater mussel
salvage and translocation effort is anticipated to require 10 days. The percentage of the
existing mussel beds that will be salvaged and translocated is predicated on the available
habitat in the Klamath River from the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle Reservoir to Keno Dam,
and the abundance of mussels between Iron Gate Dam and Cottonwood Creek. Approximately
15,000 to 20,000 mussels are planned for translocation. The proposed number of
translocated mussels is likely less than 10 percent of freshwater mussels in the mainstem
Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach and downstream from Iron Gate Dam.

9.2 Summary of the 2012 EIS/R AR-7, Dam Removal Benefits and Effects, and
Recent Fisheries Literature

The following sections review the components of the 2012 EIS/R AR-7 measure, anticipated
dam removal effects and benefits on freshwater mussels, and current freshwater mussel
literature.

9.2.1 AR-7 Affected Species

Species identified in AR-7 include:

¢ Oregon floater (Anodonta oregonensis)

e (California floater (A. californiensis)

e Western ridged mussel (Gonidea angulata)

o  Western pearlshell mussel (Margaritifera falcata)

9.2.2 Anticipated Dam Decommissioning Effects on AR-7 Species

Short-term effects of dam removal (prolonged exposure to high suspended sediment levels
and bedload movement) are predicted to be deleterious to freshwater mussels in the

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 9-2



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 9. AR-7 Freshwater Mussels

Hydroelectric Reach and in the lower Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate Dam
(Reclamation and CDFG 2012). Substantial freshwater mussel population reductions are
expected due to sediment effects and possibly low dissolved oxygen levels. The change in
hydrological properties following dam removal may also disrupt the current distribution of
freshwater mussels downstream from Iron Gate Dam (Davis et al. 2013). Table 9-1 includes the
likely and worst-case effects on freshwater mussel species in the Klamath River.

Table 9-1 2012 EIS/R anticipated effects summary for freshwater mussels
Species Life Stage Likely Effects Worst Effects
California Floater
Oregon Floater Substantial reductionin  Substantial reduction in
) All : A
Western Ridged populations populations

Western Pearlshell

Source: USBR and CDFG 2012

The following sections include descriptions of anticipated effects to freshwater mussels
adapted from the 2012 EIS/R (Reclamation and CDFG 2012; Vol. 1, pp. 3.3-173 to 3.3-175) and
augmented with information from other freshwater mussel studies.

9.2.2.1 Freshwater Mussels

Past studies evaluated Klamath River Basin freshwater mussel age structure, growth rates,
and size distribution (G. angulata; Tennant 2010); population distribution and habitat use (Krall
2010; Davis et al. 2013; May and Pryor 2015); and habitat associations (Westover 2010; Davis
et al. 2013). Klamath River mussels are long lived (from 10 to more than 100 years, depending
on species) and may not reach sexual maturity until 4 years of age or more. Anodonta species
are found primarily downstream from Iron Gate Dam, and likely benefit from the stable
hydrology and fine sediment deposits attributed to hydroregulation below the dam (Davis et al.
2013). G. angulata is the most abundant freshwater mussel in the Klamath River and the
species is widely distributed between Iron Gate Dam and the Trinity River (Westover 2010;
Davis et al. 2013). M. falcata is the least abundant freshwater mussel found in the Klamath
River and seems to be mostly found downstream from the confluence of the Salmon River
(Westover 2010; Davis et al. 2013).

Freshwater mussel tolerance of high suspended sediment, low dissolved oxygen, and bedload
deposition are not well understood. Vannote and Minshall (1982) evaluated freshwater
mussels in an aggrading river system in Idaho and concluded that G. angulata appear to be
better adapted for aggrading rivers based on siphon positions, shell morphology, and foot
placement in the underlying substrate. M. falcata seemed to be less adapted for aggrading
rivers due to a less developed siphon for filtering water. M. falcata also rarely burrow into
substrate more than 25-40 percent of the valve length which may increase the mussel's
susceptibility to scour (Vannote and Minshall 1982). G. angulata migrate vertically in the
channel bed and are capable of maintaining position near the channel bed surface (Vannote
and Minshall 1982). M. falcata are not known to migrate and are therefore more susceptible to
sediment burial. Anodonta species are likewise susceptible to sediment scour and burial due
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to their thinner shells. Mussels that are dislodged from their normal vertical position and fall
onto their sides may not regain the normal position and may perish (Vannote and Minshall
1982).

Mussels play important roles in aquatic ecosystems. Mussels influence water quality, nutrient
cycling, and habitat and are also known as “ecosystem engineers” that actively modify their
environment (Xerces Society 2009; Lopes-Lima et al. 2016; Lummer et al. 2016). They filter
fine sediment and organic particles, create byproducts that are food items for
macroinvertebrates, and comprise the greatest proportion of animal biomass in some
waterbodies (Xerces Society 2009). In the Klamath River Basin, freshwater mussels filter and
sequester toxins including toxigenic algae microsystins (Kann et al. 2010) and mercury
(Bettaso and Goodman 2010). Filtration of waterborne toxins may result in bioaccumulation in
freshwater mussels leading to human consumption risks (Bettaso and Goodman 2010; Kann
etal. 2010).

The dam decommissioning project is anticipated to result in high suspended sediment levels
and bedload deposition in the 8 miles of the Klamath River between Iron Gate Dam and
Cottonwood Creek. Extremely poor water quality due to high suspended sediment
concentrations is expected in the first 2 miles of the Klamath River downstream from Iron Gate
Dam (Reclamation and CDFG 2012). Fine sediment effects on freshwater mussels include gill
clogging, possible growth reduction, and impairment to mussel larval stages (Lummer et al.
2016). Due to both the anticipated deleterious high suspended sediment concentrations and
low dissolved oxygen levels, freshwater mussels downstream from Iron Gate Dam may
experience substantial mortality with the most significant impacts anticipated to mussels
located immediately downstream from Iron Gate Dam.

Over the long-term, freshwater mussels are expected to benefit from the dam
decommissioning through the conversion of Hydroelectric Reach reservoirs to gravel bed
rivers which will restore freshwater mussel habitat, reduce water quality and water
temperature impairments related to the reservoirs, and restore access for anadromous and
resident host fish species that will distribute freshwater mussel larvae throughout the Klamath
River upstream from Iron Gate Dam. However, due to the long time freshwater mussels take to
reach sexual maturity, the recolonization and/or growth of existing freshwater mussel
populations upstream of Iron Gate Dam may be slow and may not be readily noticeable for
some time.

9.2.3 2012 EIS/R AR-7 Actions

The 2012 EIS/R AR-1 plan (Vol. I, pp. 3.3-248 to 3.3-249) directed the salvage of freshwater
mussels from the Hydroelectric Reach and downstream from Iron Gate Dam. Salvaged
mussels were to be relocated to suitable instream habitat unaffected by high suspended
sediment concentrations, or could be placed in temporary facilities and returned to the
Klamath River following the dam decommissioning project. A salvage and relocation pilot
study was also suggested to assess salvage feasibility and relocated mussel survival. Based
on the pilot study results, a detailed salvage and relocation plan was to be developed.

Klamath River Renewal Project January 2018
Administrative Draft Definite Plan for Decommissioning — Appendix | 9-4



Klamath River Renewal Corporation 9. AR-7 Freshwater Mussels

9.2.4 KRRC Review of AR-7 for Feasibility and Appropriateness

The KRRC assessed the feasibility and appropriateness of AR-7 through multiple planning
meetings held with the ATWG between May and August 2017. During these meetings, current
information on Klamath River fisheries was presented and information on other dam removal
projects conducted in the western United States was reviewed to understand how the aquatic
ecosystem might respond, as discussed above. Concerns voiced by the ATWG regarding the
2012 AR-7 included:

e Unfamiliarity with successful freshwater mussel relocation efforts.
e Disease transmission concerns.

The following sections provide additional information regarding AR-7 feasibility and
appropriateness, based on fisheries literature and ATWG input.

9.2.4.1 Unfamiliarity with Successful Freshwater Mussel Relocation Efforts

The ATWG was unfamiliar with successful freshwater mussel translocation efforts. Anecdotal
information discussed during the ATWG planning meeting (Yreka, CA, May 23, 2017) alluded to
low translocation success for the Elwha Dam Removal Project and highway construction
projects. Additional information was acquired by the KRRC on the Elwha Dam Removal Project
freshwater mussel (M. falcata) translocation. Freshwater mussels were translocated to two
sites and remained in one site prior to the dam removal project (P. Crain, U.S. Park Service,
personal communication, 2017). The relocated freshwater mussels had high survival following
the translocation and prior to the dam removals. Subsequent events that impacted the
translocated mussels resulted in high mussel mortality. The events included raccoon
predation due to shallow habitat at the first translocation site, and excessive sediment
deposition at a side channel translocation site. The third monitored site was an artificial outfall
channel from the water treatment facility that went dry due to inadvertent project operations.
Mussels that remained in the Elwha River downstream from Elwha Dam are suspected to have
experienced high mortality due to excessive sediment deposition following dam removal,
followed by channel scour during the post-dam sediment sorting process.

Freshwater mussel translocation project monitoring results are not well represented in the
fisheries literature. Unpublished freshwater mussel translocation monitoring manuscripts were
reviewed to better understand the range of potential translocation success. Fernandez (2013)
described the translocation success of 265 individual M. falcata in coastal southwest
Washington. Between 55 percent and 95 percent of the transplanted M. falcata were
accounted for in the translocation sites between one and three years following the
translocation.

Seventeen percent of G. angulata translocated to a site downstream of a channel
reconstruction project on the Upper Truckee River, were relocated three years after the
translocation effort.
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A review of translocation projects found mean mortality of relocated mussels was 49 percent
based on an average recovery rate of 43 percent (Cope and Waller 1995). Cope and Waller
(1995) found that survival of relocated mussels was generally poor and the factors influencing
the survival of relocated mussels were poorly understood. For mussel relocation to be
successful, more consideration must be given to habitat characterization at both the source
and translocation sites. Olden et al. (2010) and Germano et al. (2015) offer considerations for
successful freshwater organism and wildlife translocation efforts, respectively Luzier and
Miller (2009) offer suggestions and considerations for freshwater mussel translocations.

9.2.4.2 Disease Transmission Concerns

The role of freshwater mussels in freshwater disease transmission is not well understood.
Freshwater mussels are known to provide habitat for polychaete works, one of the hosts in the
life C. shasta. Polychaetes have been infrequently collected from freshwater mussel shells in
the Hydroelectric Reach of the Klamath River (PacifiCorp 2004). Mussels may serve as a
vector for other fish pathogens like Flavobacterium columnare and Ichthyophthirius multifiliis
that are endemic to the Klamath River Basin (K. Kwak, CDFW, personal communication 2017).

Freshwater mussels inhabit the Klamath River upstream from Iron Gate Dam (Byron and Tupen
2017) and in tributaries upstream (Byron and Tupen 2017) and downstream from Iron Gate
Dam (Davis et al. 2013; Howard et al. 2015; May and Pryor 2015), disease transmission may be
less of a concern.

9.3 AR-7 Summary

The Klamath River dam decommissioning project is anticipated to have significant short-term
effects, but long-term benefits for freshwater mussels. The 2012 EIS/R AR-7 mitigation plan
included a freshwater mussel salvage and relocation pilot study followed by an informed
salvage and relocation plan prior to the dam decommissioning. The updated AR-7 measure
includes completing a reconnaissance of existing freshwater mussels from Iron Gate Dam to
Cottonwood Creek and potential relocation habitat between the upstream extent of J.C. Boyle
Reservoir and Keno Dam. Freshwater mussels will be salvaged and relocated in 2019 prior to
the reservoir drawdown. Approximately 15,000 to 20,000 mussels are planned for
translocation. The proposed number of translocated mussels is likely less than 10 percent of
freshwater mussels in the mainstem Klamath River in the Hydroelectric Reach and
downstream from Iron Gate Dam.
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