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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON
- DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND
PROPOSED WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION AMENDMENT

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY’S
. PIT 1 HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION PROJECT NO. 2687

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is requesting an amendment to the water quality
certification (certification) issued, under section 401 of the Clean Water Act, by the State Water
 Resources Control Board (State Water Board) for the Pit 1 Hydroelectric Project (Project). The
Project is also known as Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project No. 2687. The
State Water Board must comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Pub.
Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.) when considering an amendment to a certification.

The State Water Board, as lead agency for CEQA compliance, has directed the preparation of an
environmental impact report (EIR) for the proposed amendment to the Project certification. The
following information is provided in satisfaction of the formal written notice requirements for the public
review of a draft EIR (CEQA Guidelines, § 15087).

Applicant: Pacific Gas and Electric Com'pany
Project Name: Pit 1 Hydroélectric Project 401 Water Quality Certification Amendment
Affected County:  Shasta '

Project Background'

PG&E owns and operates the Project, WhICh is located on the Pit and Fall Rivers near the
communities of Fall River Mills and McArthur in northeastern Shasta County, California. FERC issued
a new license for the continued operation of the Project on March 19; 2003. The license incorporates
the conditions contained in the certification issued by the State Water Board on December 4, 2001.
Pursuant to the new license and Conditions 13 and 14 of the certification’, PG&E: (1) implemented
required summer flushing flows between 2003 and 2009 to control the growth of aquatic vegetation
and mosquito production in Fall River Pond (Condition 13); and (2) monitors surface aquatic
vegetation on Fall River Pond (Condition 14). : ~

T Condition 13 of the certification requires that summer flushing flows occur for one weekend in May or June,
July, and August of each year. Condition 14 of the certification requires the Licensee to monitor the

effectiveness of the flushing flows to control aquatic vegetation and mosquito production i in Fall River Pond.
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On May 21, 2009, the State Water Board received a letter from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) requesting the suspension of summer flushing flows due to concerns that the flows
were contributing to the decline of the local Shasta crayfish (Pacifastacus fortis), a federally and state
listed endangered species. On June 24, 2009, PG&E submitted a request to the State Water Board
to amend the certification to remove Conditions 13 (summer flushing flows) and Condition 14
(summer flushing flow effectiveness monitoring) based on data showing that surface vegetation in the
Fall River Pond has been reduced by the required 150 cubic per second base flow of the current
license conditions. In a letter dated August 28, 2009, State Water Board staff notified PG&E that
before any amendment of the certification can be considered, the State Water Board must comply
with CEQA. When the State Water Board considers amending a certification for a project, it evaluates
whether the project will comply with the applicable water quality control plan (i.e., basin plan) and
whether the beneficial uses of the applicable water bodies will be protected. One of the designated
beneficial uses of the Pit River is recreation (contact, canoeing and rafting, and non-contact).?
Because the permanent suspension of summer flushing flows could result in a significant impact to
recreation, the State Water Board chose to prepare an EIR.

On May 17, 2013, State Water Board staff published the Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meetings
for an Environmental Impact Report for the Pit 1 Hydroelectric Project 401 Water Quality Certification
Amendment. Scoping meetings were held on June 11, 2013 in Redding and McArthur, California. In
addition to the oral comments submitted at the scoping meetings, State Water Board staff accepted
written comments through June 24, 2013. Written comments were submitted by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, American Whitewater, and 18 members of the public. In.August of
2013, State Water Board staff released the EIR Scoping Summary Report. The information collected
through the scoping process was used in the development of the draft EIR.

Overview of Draft EIR’s Proposed Project and Proposed Certification Amendment: 7

The draft EIR evaluates the Proposed Project. For the purposes of CEQA analysis, the Proposed
Project consists of amending Conditions 13 and 14 of the Project certification to:

e Eliminate the summer flushing flows outlined in Condition 13 of the certification;

» Require whitewater boating flows for two weekends (Saturday and Sunday) in October , or
four consecutive days (Friday through Monday) over Columbus Day weekend, every year,

~unless otherwise approved by the Deputy Director for Water Rights; and

* Require monitoring and adaptive management.

The proposed certification amendment also includes a reservation of authority, whereby the State
Water Board may modify the conditions of the certification if monitoring results indicate that continued
operation of the Project could impact water quality standards and beneficial uses or in response to
additional information regarding the Shasta crayfish.

The draft EIR identifies potentially significant impacts to the following resources:

e Biological Resources
o Cultural Resources
¢ Recreation Resources

2 Although summer flushing flows provide an incidental whitewater recreational opportunity, the State Water
Board decided a precautionary approach to endangered species protection is warranted and temporarily
suspended summer flushing flows while the proposed certification amendment undergoes CEQA analysis.
Summer flushing flows were temporarily suspended from 2010 through 2016.



Public Review Period:

The comment period is from the date of this notice until noon (12:00 pm) on August 15, 2017.
Comments should be submitted to Ms. Meiling Roddam as follows:

State Water Board Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights — Water Quality Certification Program
Attn: Meiling Roddam
P.O. Box 2000
Sacramento, CA 95812

or
Email: Meiling.Roddam@waterboards.ca.gov
The draft EIR and proposed water quality certification amendment are available on the Project
webpage at:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality cert/pit1_ferc2687.shtml

Copies of the draft EIR and proposed water quality certification amendment are also available for
review at the following locations:

State Water Resources Control Board Burney Library

1001 | Street, 2™ Floor, Room 2-114 37038 Siskiyou Street
Sacramento, CA 95814 Burney, CA 96013
(916) 341-5300 (530) 335-4317

Fall River Valley Library Redding Library
43250 Highway 299 East 1100 Parkview Ave.
Fall River Mills, CA 96028 Redding, CA 96001
(530) 336-6445 (530) 245-7250

KEEP INFORMED OF PROJECT MILESTONES

To receive emails related to the Project and other projects pursuing certifications managed by the Division of
Water Rights, interested persons should enroll in the “Water Rights Water Quality Certification” e-mail
notification service. Instructions on how to sign up for the State Water Board’s Email Subscription List are
outlined below:

1. Visit: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml#rights

2. Provide your name and email in the required fields. '

3. In the categories below the email and name fields, select “Water Rights,” then “Water Rights Water Quality
Certification.”

4. Click the "Subscribe" button.

5. An email will be sent to you. You must respond to the email message to confirm your membership on the
selected list(s).

By enrolling in this email list, you will receive notices for current projects in the Division of Water Rights’ Water
Quality Certification Program, including the Pit 1 Hydroelectric Project. If you do not have internet access or do
not wish to participate in the email subscription list, you may contact Ms. Meiling Roddam at the phone number
listed below to request to receive notices by mail. You can enroll or un-enroll from the email subscription
service at any time.




If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact Ms. Meiling Roddam by email at
Meiling.Roddam@waterboards.ca.gov or by phone at (916)341-5369.

Sincerely,
— 7. JUN 26 267
Erin Ragazzi &% Date

Assistant Deputy Director
Division of Water Rights
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