
State Water Resources Control Board

July 30, 2026

Ms. Samantha Hillaire 
Manager
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Sent via Email: smh3@pge.com

Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 77-CA PG&E Companion 
Geotechnical Borings – New Eel-Russian Facility 60% Design Project 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Mendocino County
Eel River and Van Arsdale Reservoir 

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY

Dear Ms. Hillaire:

On July 1, 2026, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
received Pacific Gas and Electric’s (PG&E) Notice of Intent (NOI) to enroll the Potter 
Valley Hydroelectric Project, FERC No. 77-CA, PG&E Companion Geotechnical Borings 
– New Eel-Russian Facility 60% Design Project (Project) under the General Waste 
Discharge Requirement for Discharges of Dredged or Fill Materials to Waters of the 
State and Partial Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Partial 
Denial of the Corps’ 2026 Nationwide Permits Order No. WQ 2025-0066-DWQ (General
Order)1. PG&E’s NOI notes that the Project will be covered by United States Army 
Corps of Engineers' (USACE) Nationwide Permit (NWP) No. 6 – Survey Activities.

State Water Board staff reviewed PG&E’s NOI received via email on July 1, 2026,2 and 
application fee received on July 13, 2026. Based on review of this information, the 
Project meets the requirements of the General Order. The Project is hereby enrolled 
under the General Order, and PG&E may proceed with the Project in accordance with 
the requirements contained in this Notice of Applicability (NOA) and the attached 
General Order following any additional federal and/or state approvals.

1 https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/2026/nwp2026-
general-order.pdf
2 Supplemented by email on July 7, 2026, July 17, 2026, and July 24, 2026, to correct 
temporary impact amounts and provided updates to the Water Quality Monitoring Plan.

mailto:smh3@pge.com
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/2026/nwp2026-general-order.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/2026/nwp2026-general-order.pdf
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/2026/nwp2026-
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General Order Section VI.D.12.c requires that: “For projects involving planned work in 
water or stream diversions, a water quality monitoring plan shall be submitted to the 
Water Board for approval at least 30 days in advance of any discharge to the affected 
water body. Water quality monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with the 
approved plan.” On July 7, 2026, PG&E requested to use Sonoma County Water 
Agency’s (Sonoma Water) Water Quality Monitoring Plan (WQMP) approved for the 
New Eel-Russian Facility 60% Design-Geotechnical Investigation Project3 as the Project 
compliments that existing effort. Additionally, on July 24, 2026, PG&E requested to 
incorporate Sonoma Water’s water quality monitoring equipment change (submitted to 
the State Water Board on July 21, 2026) into its WQMP. Based on review of this 
information, the proposed WQMP meets the requirements of General Order
Section VI.D.12.c.

PG&E is responsible for complying with all applicable General Order requirements. 
Failure to comply with the General Order constitutes a violation of the California Water 
Code and may result in enforcement action or termination of enrollment under the 
General Order.

Project Description
The Project is located within Van Arsdale Reservoir (impounded by Cape Horn Dam), 
which is located on the Eel River in Mendocino County. Van Arsdale Reservoir and 
Cape Horn Dam are owned and operated by PG&E as part of its Potter Valley 
Hydroelectric Project (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project No. 77). 
PG&E, in coordination with Sonoma Water, is proposing three additional borings to the 
New-Eel Russian Facility 60% Design – Geotechnical Investigation Project4. These 
three additional borings will provide sediment samples for ongoing studies to support 
Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project decommissioning. The three additional borings will 
be located upstream of the boat barrier in Van Arsdale Reservoir (Attachment B Project 
Map).

The boreholes will be water-based (i.e., drilled from a barge within Van Arsdale 
Reservoir) and will be conducted through soil drilling casings that extend from the drill 
rig to the channel bed which will help maintain the stability of the overlying soils.
Approximately 0.55 square feet of disturbed area are anticipated for each boring. A 
barge and support boat will facilitate access for Project implementation using the 
existing boat ramp at Van Arsdale Reservoir located at the Van Arsdale Diversion. The 
Project will not alter reservoir capacity or expand the footprint of existing facilities. The 
temporary impact associated with the three boreholes is expected to be 1.33 cubic 
yards or less than 0.001 acres each. Each borehole will result in 0.55 linear feet of

3 State Water Board approved Sonoma Water’s water quality monitoring plan on 
March 27, 2026.

4 State Water Board issued a Notice of Applicability on January 23, 2026. Available at: 
https://waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/docs/
2026/noa-nerf-geotech.pdf

https://waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/docs/
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temporary impacts. Total dredged and fill material associated with the three borings is 
approximately four cubic yards.

Excess drilling fluid and soil cuttings will be stored in 55-gallon steel drums to be 
transported off-site for proper disposal. All three companion boreholes will be backfilled 
upon completion. Boreholes B-2026-A to B-2026-C will be backfilled with either coated 
bentonite chips or FERC-approved grout5. No drill cuttings will be used to backfill 
boreholes.

California Environmental Quality Act
In its General Order, the State Water Board determined that projects authorized by the 
General Order, including projects eligible for coverage under the USACE NWP No. 6, 
are exempt from review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The 
proposed Project activities meet the criteria for NWP No. 6 – Survey Activities and are, 
pursuant to the determination in the General Order, categorically exempt from CEQA 
under California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15304 (Minor Alterations to 
Land). (See General Order, Attachment D.) Additionally, the State Water Board finds 
that no exceptions to this exemption apply to the Project activities approved by this 
NOA.

Project Fee
This NOA is conditioned upon total payment of any fee required under California Code 
of Regulations, title 23, division 3, chapter 28. State Water Board staff received PG&E’s 
application fee of $4,212 on July 13, 2026. The 2025-2026 Application Fee for Category 
A: Fill and Excavation6 Discharges is $4,212. Annual fees will continue to be charged 
until a Notice of Project Complete Letter is issued by the Deputy Director. Failure to 
notify the State Water Board of Project completion may result in continued billing of 
annual fees.

Authorized Impacts
Excavation and fill activities authorized by this NOA are limited to the amounts 
described in the NOI: 0.000038 acres of total disturbed area and four cubic yards of 
total dredged/fill material. These temporary impacts correspond to geotechnical 
exploration, which includes the drilling of boreholes. No permanent impacts are 
expected.

5 The grout mixture consists of Advancing Standards Transforming Markets C-150 
Portland Type I or II cement, water, and sodium bentonite powder.
6 “Excavation” refers to removing sediment or soil in shallow waters or under no flow 
conditions, typically for purposes other than navigation. Examples include, but are not 
limited to, trenching for utility lines; other earthwork preliminary to discharge; removing 
sediment to increase channel capacity; and other flood control and drainage 
maintenance activities (e.g., debris removal, vegetation management and removal, 
detention basin maintenance and erosion control of slopes along open channels and 
other drainage facilities). (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 2200.)



Samantha Hillaire - 4 - July 30, 2026 

Project-Specific Avoidance and Minimization Measures

PG&E shall implement the Avoidance and Minimization and Best Management 
Practices listed in Section 7 of its July 1, 2026 NOI.7

Requirements
PG&E shall comply with all applicable conditions of the General Order, including but not 
limited to the following:

· Pursuant to section VI.D.11 of the General Order, PG&E shall implement the 
Project in conformance with the information provided in its July 1, 2026 NOI, and 
as supplemented by email on July 17, 2026. Any proposed changes to the 
Project design described in the NOI may require an amendment to the Project’s 
NOA.

· Pursuant to section VI.D.3 of the General Order, PG&E shall submit a 
Commencement of Construction notification to the Deputy Director at least 
seven (7) days prior to starting initial ground disturbance activities.

· Pursuant to section VI.B.15.b of the General Order, PG&E shall ensure there is 
no discharge of unset cement, concrete, grout, damaged concrete spoils, or 
water that has contacted uncured concrete or cement, or related washout to 
surface waters, ground waters, or land. If concrete washout is necessary at the 
site, washout containment shall be used to prevent any discharge. Wastewater 
may only be disposed of by delivery to a sanitary wastewater collection system/ 
facility (with authorization from the facility’s owner or operator), or a properly 
licensed disposal or reuse facility.

· Pursuant to section VI.B.15.d.vi of the General Order, PG&E shall store 
hazardous materials including chemicals, fuels, and lubricating oils at least 
100 feet away from any delineated waters of the state and shall store such 
materials in appropriate containers with appropriate secondary containment.

· Pursuant to section VI.B.15.d.x of the General Order, PG&E shall ensure all 
equipment and vehicle fueling and storage occur at least 100 feet from any 
waters of the state, in a location where fluids or accidental discharges cannot 
flow into waters of the state.

· PG&E submitted a request to use Sonoma Water’s WQMP approved for the New 
Eel-Russian Facility 60% - Geotechnical Investigation Project. The WQMP as 
referenced in PG&E’s July 7, 2026 email and supplemented on July 24, 2026, 
meets the requirements of section VI.D.12.c of the General Order, and PG&E 
shall conduct the WQMP in accordance with the WQMP.

· Pursuant to section VI.D.4 of the General Order, PG&E shall submit a Request 
for Notice of Project Complete Letter to the Deputy Director within 30 days 
following completion of all Project activities. Upon approval of the request, the 
Deputy Director will issue a Notice of Project Complete Letter to PG&E.

7 Supplemented by email on July 17, 2026, with clarification on Best Management 
Practices to be implemented.
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If you have questions regarding this NOA, please contact Wilhelmina Chon, Project 
Manager, by email to: Wilhelmina.Chon@waterboards.ca.gov or by phone call to: 
(916) 319-0745. Written correspondence should be mailed to:

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights – Water Quality Certification Program 

Attn: Wilhelmina Chon
P.O. Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000.

Sincerely,

Darrin Polhemus, acting for

Eric Oppenheimer 
Executive Director

Enclosures:

Enclosure A: General Waste Discharge Requirement for Discharges of Dredged 
or Fill Materials to Waters of the State and Partial Clean Water Act 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification and Partial Denial of the 
Corps’ 2026 Nationwide Permits Order No. WQ 2025-0066-DWQ

Enclosure B: Project Map

mailto:Wilhelmina.Chon@waterboards.ca.gov
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ec: Ann-Marie, Senior Land Planner 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
Email: aeco@pge.com

Tony Gigliotti, Project Manager 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
Email: Tony.Gigliotti@pge.com

Janet Walther, Senior Manager Hydro Licensing 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Email: JMW3@pge.com

Sahrye Cohen, Wetland Section Manager United States Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 9, Water Division
Email: R9cwa401@epa.gov

Matt Myers, Senior Environmental Scientist 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Email: Matt.Myers@wildlife.ca.gov

Josh Fuller, Branch Supervisor 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Email: Joshua.Fuller@noaa.gov

Dawn Alvarez, Regional Hydro Assistance Team Program Manager 
United States Forest Service
Email: Dawn.Alvarez@usda.gov

Dr. Josh Boyce, Supervisory Fisheries Biologist 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Email: Josh_Boyce@fws.gov

Joseph Parker,
Tribal Council President 
Round Valley Indian Tribes 
Email: jparker@council.rvit.org

Poppy Burkhead, Operations Project Manager for Lake Mendocino 
United States Army Corp of Engineers
Email: poppy.l.burkhead@usace.army.mil

Sacramento District Regulatory Offices 
United States Army Corp of Engineers
Email: SPKRegulatoryMailbox@usace.army.mil

San Francisco Regulatory Division 
United States Army Corp of Engineers 
Email: CESPN-RG-Info@usace.army.mil

mailto:aeco@pge.com
mailto:Tony.Gigliotti@pge.com
mailto:JMW3@pge.com
mailto:R9cwa401@epa.gov
mailto:Matt.Myers@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Joshua.Fuller@noaa.gov
mailto:Daw.Alvarez@usda.gov
mailto:Josh_Boyce@fws.gov
mailto:jparker@council.rvit.org
mailto:poppy.l.burkhead@usace.army.mil
mailto:SPKRegulatoryMailbox@usace.army.mil
mailto:CESPN-RG-Info@usace.army.mil
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Gil Falcone, Senior Environmental Scientist
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Email: Gil.Falcone@waterboards.ca.gov

Matt St. John, Environmental Program Manager 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Email: Matt.St.John@waterboards.ca.gov

mailto:Gil.Falcone@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Matt.St.John@waterboards.ca.gov


ENCLOSURE A:
General Waste Discharge Requirement for Discharges of Dredged or Fill Materials 

to Waters of the State and Partial Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification and Partial Denial of the Corps’ 2026 Nationwide Permits Order

No. WQ 2025-0066-DWQ
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Figure 1: Proposed Companion Boring Locations (PG&E 2026)
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