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Water Transfers Initiatives  
• Executive Order B-21-13   May 2013  

– Expedite Review and Processing of Voluntary Water Transfers 
• Governor’s Emergency Drought Proclamations 

– January 17 2014   Action 4, 5 and 9 
– April 25, 2014   Actions 2 and 19 

• Coordination Meetings 
– SWRCB, USBR, CDFW, USFW, NMFS  
– Technical Team 
– Buyers / Sellers 
– Public Listening Session 

• California Water Action Plan 
– Management Actions in Support of Water Transfers  

 
 



Ongoing Process Improvements 

• DWR Streamlining Process 
– Improving Contracting Procedures for Transfers 

Dependent on SWP Facilities 
– Facilitating Fast-Tracking of Transfers with 

Appropriate Supporting Documentation 
– Improving Coordination and Alignment with 

SWRCB,  USBR,  CDFA,  USFW, NMFS 
– Updating Transfer Information on Web 
– Clearinghouse Approach for Current Transfers 

 



Public Outreach Tools 



Short Term Improvements 
Process Streamlining 



2014 Transfers 
• Groundwater Substitution Transfers:  

– Expedite Proposals Similar to Approved in 2013  
– Accept Wells Previously Approved by DWR from 

2009 - 2013 
– Stream flow Depletion Factor for Remain Unchanged 

for 2014 Unless Not Appropriate 
• Cropland Idling 

– Expedited DWR Field Surveys 
– Additional DWR Staff Resources 



Long Term Management Improvements 

• Statewide Management of Transfers and Outreach 
– Continue to Conduct Public Outreach with Stakeholders to 

Foster Transparency 
– Continue to Provide Detailed Information to Public  

• Technical, Operational, and Administrative 
– Continue to Improve Efficiencies in 

• Internal Review Processes 
• Contracting Processes 
• Water Transfer Operations 
• Verification Methods 



Long Term Management Improvements 
• Water Management Assessments 

– Continue to Develop and Update Technical Guidance for Different 
Types of Water Transfers 
 

• Environmental and Local Ordinance Consideration 
– U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and SLDMWA Developing a Long-Term 

Environmental Document 
– Local Groundwater Studies and Restrictions 
– Multi-benefit Transfers 

 

• Operational Transfer System  
– Continue to Develop Tools and Analytical Capabilities 

• Improved System Water Management Information 
• Improved Determination of Transfer Capacity 
• Improve Transfer Management and Oversight 



For Additional Information on  
Water Transfers  

 

http://www.water.ca.gov/watertransfers/ 
 

http://www.water.ca.gov/watertransfers/
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