
July 28, 2016 

Ms. Joanne Schneider 
Environmental Program Manager 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Santa Ana Region 
3737 Main Street, Suite 500 
Riverside, CA 92501-3339 

Subject: TENTATIVE ORDER NO. RS-2016-0003, CONDITIONAL WAIVER OF WASTE DISCHARGE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGES FROM AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS IN THE 

WATERSHEDS OF THE SAN JACINTO RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES, AND CANYON LAKE 
AND LAKE ELSINORE AND THEIR TRIBUTARIES, RIVERSIDE COUNTY 

Dear Ms. Schneider: 

Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD) has reviewed the Tentative Order No. RS-2016-0003, 
'Conditional Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Agricultural Operations in 
the Watersheds of San Jacinto River and its Tributaries' (CWAD). EMWD understands the purpose and 
intent of the CWAD and supports efforts to maintain water quality in the watershed. EMWD offers the 
following comments on the CWAD, as well as information regarding the regional salt and nutrient 
management activities in the San Jacinto River Watershed to show that it supports the intent of the 
CWAD. 

EMWD has a well-designed and managed recycled water program. Since 2013, EMWD has used all of 
the recycled water produced for beneficial uses. One primary beneficial use is irrigation of many 
agricultural operations that are subject to the proposed CWAD. EMWD produced about 35,600 acre­
feet of recycled water in the fiscal year ending in 2015, comprising 36% of EMWD's water supply 
portfolio. Of the recycled water produced, 24,100 acre-feet was served to the agricultural operations 
located in the San Jacinto River Watershed . As such, the agricultural operations/users represent a very 
significant portion of EMWD's recycled water program. EMWD wants this customer base to be 
sustained and would be concerned with provisions of the CWAD that may impact the financial viability 
of its agricultural customers. A reduction to EMWD's agricultural customer base would have direct 
impacts on the revenues necessary to operate and maintain EMWD's recycled water system. 
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EMWD's recycled water program is regulated by Order No. R8-2008-0008, 'Waste Discharge and 
Producer/User Reclamation Requirements for EMWD, Riverside County' (Reuse Permit). The Reuse 
Permit authorizes EMWD to serve recycled water throughout the watershed, yet EMWD must ensure 
compliance with the groundwater management zones (GMZs) salt and nutrient water quality 
objectives. As you are aware, the salt and nutrient water quality objectives vary substantially for the 
eight GMZs in our area. In some instances, the objectives are lower than the recycled water quality 
served in that GMZ. When this occurs, EMWD has an approved salt and nutrient offset mitigation plan 
for the excess salt and nutrient loading from the recycled water used in those GMZs. 

It is our understanding that CWAD requires that agricultural operations/users must manage their 
operational practices to ensure protection of the groundwater by complying with the salt and nutrient 
objectives for the GMZs. In the CWAD under paragraph 50 it states that the CWAD does not apply to 
discharges already regulated under another order or waste discharge requirements. EMWD offers and 
requests the Regional Board acknowledge that the agricultural operations using EMWD's recycled 
water for irrigation purposes are operating in compliance and under EMWD's Reuse Permit. To restate, 
EMWD already mitigates for any excess salt and nutrients applied from recycled water over the water 
quality objectives for all the San Jacinto GMZs. 

Additionally, EMWD supports the language in the CWAD regarding the maximum benefit objectives for 
the San Jacinto Upper Pressure GMZ. These objectives are essential for the sustainability of the 
EMWD's recycled water program in this GMZ. 

EMWD understands that the CWAD allows for the formation of a stakeholder work group to collectively 
work on and develop water quality management plans. EMWD would be willing to participate in this 
group and share our current salt and nutrient management plan and the site management practices 
we've collaboratively developed with our recycled water agricultural customers. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed CWAD. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Jayne Joy at (951) 928-3777 X6241 or email joyj@emwd.org. 

Sincerely, 

General Manager 

c: EMWD Board of Directors 
Jayne Joy, EMWD Director of Regulatory and Environmental Compliance 
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