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From: GLEN DAKE
To: WB-RB8-region8info
Subject: 5/15/20 meeting Item #3 Renewal for Huntington Bch DeSal plant permit
Date: Monday, May 11, 2020 12:28:26 PM

EXTERNAL:

Santa Ana Water Board: 

One purpose of this permit review is for the Santa Ana Water Board to satisfy the requirement 
that “For each new or expanded coastal powerplant or other industrial installation using 
seawater for cooling, heating, or industrial processing, the best available site, design, 
technology, and mitigation measures feasible shall be used to minimize the intake and 
mortality of all forms of marine life.".  This online-only hearing is not adequate because the 
proposal depends on mitigation, and the value of mitigation changes over time and is vague. 
Those impacted or interested cannot provide comment or review the facts in this meeting 
format.  

There is also an outstanding qualitative question about whether or not there is a need, and if 
the expenses of this project including those supported by federal subsidies and those recovered 
through rates are higher than the benefits. To see the staff presentation and hear the 
deliberation of the Board Members on this topic is valuable.  

I urge the SARWQCB to defer action on this matter until a public forum can be held where 
any Californian affected can look at the evidence and be heard. 

Yours, 

Glen Dake
1843 W. Silver Lake Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90026
gdake@pacbell.net

mailto:gdake@pacbell.net
mailto:region8info@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:gdake@pacbell.net


From: Bill Gregory
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Cancel Poseidon public meetings
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 11:36:37 AM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Sirs,

Please cancel public meetings on Poseidon until we are no longer on quarantine and all members of the community
can attend if the so wish.  We need community input.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bill Gregory
Huntington Beach

Sent from my iPad

mailto:bgreg8790@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Denise
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Delay meetings
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 3:07:42 PM

EXTERNAL:

Sirs,
I am strongly recommending that all meetings that could be attended by the public be delayed until the public can
participate in person.
To make fiscal and policy decisions without the input of the public is unwise, and harmful to the decision making
process. Many people who
would like to appear at a public meeting to give input on various agenda items, particularly regarding proposed
Poseidon items, cannot do that because of the Virus restrictions.
In addition, to compel older residents who are not computer literate or persons unable to participate via internet
and/or telephone, to be denied their
right to give recommendations because public meetings are not available, is to discriminate against the older
population.
Therefore, I request that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can attend the meetings in person to
give their input and suggestions and recommend appropriately.
Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can attend in person. As you are well
aware, the Poseidon proposal has been 20 years in the process, and certainly the public should not be denied the
opportunity to present facts and figures and crucial information in person due to a Virus.
Yours truly,
Denise Marble
Luv2gosurf@gmail.com
8422 Doncaster Dr.
Huntington Beach, CA 92646

mailto:luv2gosurf@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Vicky McGavack
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: HB Poseidon meeting May 15, 2020
Date: Monday, May 4, 2020 10:53:07 AM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Regional Water Quality Control Board members:
 
As a founding member of Residents for Responsible Desalination (RR4RD) I am writing to voice my
concern that the meeting scheduled for May 15, will not allow in-person public presence, due to our
Stay At Home order by Governor Newsome.  As a senior, I am doing my job; staying home and
limiting essential errands by wearing face covering and gloves.  As a retired RN I understand the
serious nature of Covid-19, I worked at Hoag during the SARS and Ebola outbreaks and this is 100 x
more scary. 
 
I am also a volunteer at the HB Wetlands and Wildlife Center located at Newland and PCH, where
that eye sore powerplant currently sits directly behind the Center.  I have big concerns about the
real need for this desalination plant, including the cost, and harm to marine life.  Once we are on the
other side of this virus, the entire country will have financial issues due to closures of businesses and
schools.  I can’t imagine that you would still be considering Poseidon for HB during this crisis and

beyond the crisis.  This is not an emergency issue.  Please delay your May 15th meeting.
 
Thank you for allowing me to voice my concern
 
Vicky McGavack
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:blowfish500@earthlink.net
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Steve Schumm
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: HEARINGS AND DECISIONS REGARDING THE POSEIDON DESALINATION PLANT IN HUNTINGTON BEACH
Date: Sunday, May 3, 2020 12:34:14 PM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Sirs,

I strongly urge you to postpone any hearings or meetings to which the public would normally
have access regarding the Poseidon Desalination Plant in Huntington Beach until after the stay
at home orders issued by Governor Newsom is rescinded. The stay at home order affects the
senior population in our city more than any other and this is the very population that has been
the most engaged in this issue for nearly two decades. Many of us do not have the internet
skills nor savvy to allow us to fully participate in the process via virtual meetings and would
strongly prefer to participate in person. To deny us that opportunity would be a great
disservice . The Poseidon issue certainly does not constitute an emergency and I see no great
harm in what will probably be a relatively short (compared to the 20 years of this process)
delay in any further action until all parties have an equal opportunity to participate. To not
provide equal opportunity for input from all segments of the citizenry is discriminatory and
goes against the principles of a democratic decision making process. Please carefully consider
these factors and move to delay any decisions regarding Poseidon until after the stay at home
order is lifted.

Respectfully,
Steve Schumm, D.D.S.

mailto:steveschummdds@msn.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Randall Cochran
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Hearings and Decisions
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 5:23:57 PM

EXTERNAL:

Hello, 
WE are strongly recommending that all meetings that could be attended by the public be delayed
until the public can participate in person. 
To make fiscal and policy decisions without the input of the public is unwise, and harmful to the
decision making process. 
Many people who would like to appear at a public meeting to give input on various agenda items,
particularly regarding proposed Poseidon items, cannot do that because of the Virus restrictions.
In addition, to compel older residents who are not computer literate or persons unable to
participate via internet and/or telephone, to be denied their right to give recommendations because
public meetings are not available, is to discriminate against the older population. 
Therefore, I request that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can attend the
meetings in person to give their input and suggestions and recommend appropriately. 
Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can attend in person. 
As you are well aware, the Poseidon proposal has been 20 years in the process, and certainly the
public should not be denied the opportunity to present facts and figures and crucial information in
person due to a Virus. 

Yours truly, 

Randall Cochran and Jill Cochran
Huntington Beach, CA 92646

mailto:randyfishes@yahoo.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


 
May 7, 2020 
 
 
Dear Santa Ana Water Board Members, 
 
On behalf  of Sierra Club's 41, 000 plus members within the Angeles Chapter representing Los Angeles 
and Orange Counties, we are requesting the SARWQCB defer action on the May 15th Poseidon Ocean 
Desalination Plant Workshop until a public forum can be held. 
 
We would like to express our concerns for public participation and the difficulty it presents in the remote 
setting particularly for such a controversial non-essential project. Remote participation puts various 
members of the public at a disadvantage, through technological and financial means. This unduly affects 
the elderly, disabled and those in disadvantaged neighborhoods who right now may have to choose 
between food and having an internet connection to participate. It also affects teachers and parents who 
are on double duty, trying to teach and keep children focused in this time of online learning and tutoring.  
 
The requirements by the Board to request a speaker card one week or days in advance is also a very 
onerous burden, demanding deadlines from everyday working class citizens and denying their right to 
public participation as compared to a regular in-person meeting. This is not only unfair, but discriminatory. 
 
Our important social distancing guidelines to keep everyone safe, limits public participation. This limitation 
creates an unfair advantage to Poseidon.  UCLA found that the Poseidon Huntington Beach plant would 
make water less affordable for low-income households in Orange County, causing moderate to severe 
rate increases. A study by the Municipal Water District of Orange County found that the Poseidon’s 
desalination plant would be the most expensive of all water supply options for Orange County, and the 
most financially risky and it is ranked fourth out of five options considered by MWDOC in this study. This 
is clearly not an emergency, neither is it essential. 
 
Sierra Club Angeles Chapter Water Committee requests that all future meetings about the proposed 
Poseidon Ocean Desalination Plant be rescheduled until we can all participate in a fair and just manner 
as bef itting a democratic society and honoring the rights of everyday hard working citizens who care 
about their neighborhoods and the environment. 
 

Regards,  
 
 

 
 
Charming Evelyn 
Chair - Water Committee 
Vice Chair Environmental Justice Committee 
Sierra Club Angeles Chapter 
Co-Chair CA Conservation Committee - Water 
Sierra Club CA 

https://www.mwdoc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/2018-FINAL-OC-Study-Report_Final-Report_02-01-2019-with-appendices.pdf


From: Ray Hiemstra
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Cc: Nancy Buchoz
Subject: Nancy Buchoz Public Comment for May 15th Poseidon workshop
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 2:53:44 AM

EXTERNAL:

For the Public Record
 

From: Nancy Buchoz [mailto:nancybuchoz@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 10:31 AM
To: Ray Hiemstra
Subject: Please forward for me Ray
 
Dear Regional Water Board,
 
My name is Nancy Buchoz, I am a 40 year resident of Southeast Huntington Beach, and I oppose the Poseidon Desalination
plant. 
 
First, let me say my intent today was to speak directly to you at a meeting where you could see and hear from me as a
representative of my neighborhood, however the pandemic made this impossible.  Also I would add, that the system in
place for contributing to the public meeting that was shared by you made being a part of the meeting a challenge, and
I imagine for some in my community, especially the older folks next to impossible for them to navigate.  This is
discriminatory, and unfair.  My hope today is to share with you WHY the neighbors of Fashion Shores, and Newport West,
along with other people living in SEHB oppose the Poseidon idea, and it may not be why you think…..
 
When it comes to real estate, the most important thing is location isnt it??? Im sure that idea was why the Poseidon people
wanted to use the area next to the AES power plant, so they could take advantage of the existing infrastructure????  Sounded
good, until you look to the west of the proposed plant, and see that Ascon Landfill is STILL a major issue for the
community and doesnt appear to be able to mitigated anytime soon.
  
The  Ascon Landfill is home to 38 acres of toxic chemicals, over 200 to be exact, SOME OF THE MOST DANGEROUS
CHEMICALS TO HUMAN BEINGS.  Chemicals like Dichorbenzene, Benzene, Methlyene, Styrene, Toluene,
Trichloraflouromethane, and Xynlenes.
The area of contamination has been said to be over 3/4 of the land.  The length of time this landfill has been a threat to the
community goes back decades.  Residents for the past 40 years have been exposed to numerous attempts to remediate the
land, and after a lawsuit, and some compromise, it was said that the cost to remediate completely, along with the health risks
to the community made it impossible to clean the site permanently.  The only option is to leave the toxic soil in place, move
some of it to containment areas, and make the perimeter as aesthetically pleasing as possible.  No development  can occur
EVER  until DTSC gives permission, and then it will need to be ‘REMEDIATED”  more, because it is still a threat to the
community as it is today.  THIS LANDFILL IS A TOXIC NIGHTMARE to the residents who live near it, the
schoolchildren who attend Edison High School, the students at Eader Elementary and the Edison Community Center
patrons, who use the second largest park in the city for organized sports 7 days a week.
 
Last year the RP for Ascon began a remediation that went south in a hurry. After digging into the NW corner of the landfill
on Hamilton, they encountered a gaseous plume of chemicals that permeated the air causing illness to the area
residents.  After HUNDREDS OF ILLNESS COMPLAINTS,, odor complaints, and air quality complaints to
SCAQMD the DTSC shut down the remediation after 3 months deeming it “broken” at a town hall meeting where
1000 residents were present demanding action. 
The site has been unable to continue work because of the dangers to the community in the form of odor and chemical
exposure and has been at a standstill for one year.  
DTSC is working on a tenting on unprecedented exclosure systems to be used if and when the remediation resumes.
 
Ascons Hamilton avenue area has been a source of major contamination exposure to residents, and through the Ascon
EIR we have learned that the perimeter of the landfill owned by the City and the ground underneath once monitored

mailto:ray@coastkeeper.org
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:nancybuchoz@yahoo.com


by ground wells isnt safe to disrupt.
  
The chemicals dumped in the landfill basins on  the Hamilton side of the landfill and in the buried pits have shown to
be most dangerous to human health.
  
Currently Ascon has four trailers that monitor for VOC and PM in the adjacent neighborhood, with readings that have
exceeded healthy air quality even while the work was halted!  
Residents have made a formal request to SCAQMD to do an investigation over the toxicity levels in the air and demand to
know the source.  
 
Across the street from the Hamilton side of Ascon is the Edison Community Center.  The second largest park in Huntington
Beach has been crippled by methane issues, and sinking soil which has made the tennis courts sink to the point that they are
unusable.  The city is at a standstill to do any improvements due to the unknown cause for this phenomenon?   The land was
once known as Cannery Hamilton was a landfill for garbage, and the methane issues are closely monitored ,once closing
down the  Kettler Elementary school and entire community center.  
Geotechnical studies are currently being done, and after two years of study, no one can say why the ground is sinking?? 
 
Hamilton avenue has some major issues, and disrupting it for use of a pipeline is LUDICROUS, UNSAFE, AND
UNIMAGINABLE.  
 
We haven’t talked about the ground water issue….
The City of Huntington Beach, understands the toxicity of the Ascon landfill and has reported that there is no “potable water
source for 3 miles” so the residents can rest assure their ground water is safe.  
Now we have a possible situation where Poseidon is willing to put this water source underground adjacent to  a toxic
hazardous superfund site, while proposing to serve the residents of HB this same water?? Water which would now lay
underground between two landfills that are 100 feet apart, one being seriously hazardous and toxic. This is serious conflict,
and one we haven’t heard discussion about!
 
Reminder, that the consultants for the toxic hazardous Ascon landfill abandoned wells AW-6 and AW-7,  ( located on
Hamilton Ave)  and PAVED OVER THEM DURING THEIR HAMILTON AVE widening project but these wells
were recommended to be investigated and excavated prior to any work/remediation at the Ascon Landfill.  This still
has not happened!   Will Poseidon be removing these wells???? 
 
Also it was told by the consultant investigating the toxic, hazardous Ascon Landfill that” no trenching or underground
utilities should be installed around the perimeter of the Ascon site, including Hamilton Ave, as this could be a pathway
of migration for contaminates. “
 
 We already know that the  Cannery Street Landfill (Edison Community Center )  and the the Ascon Landfill have migrating
methane gas and contaminates. Why would we approve a desal plant in this location that would provide potable water source
that runs throughout the Ascon area to the residents of HB? 
Its not safe, the location is wrong for a pipeline of this nature, and the residents of the community are enduring enough
with the Ascon Landfill currently.  
 
Lastly, when asked when the estimated completion for Ascon Landfill would be, the owner of Project navigator ,( the
engineering company responsible for the clean up) told us residents in a perfect world it might be 2025?? He also said, since
its a partial cleanup, that the contaminates would be left and covered up with temporary geomembranes to try to prevent any
more groundwater contamination and prevention of toxic chemicals leaving the site through air.  In other words, after all the
work they have done and all the exposure we have endured, this site still won’t be 100% clean.
 
Please understand , there are actual human beings living within 100 feet of both the proposed Poseidon site, and the 
proposed Poseidon pipeline will expose HB residents to more dangers, as the migration of the 70 year old Ascon
landfill continues to do harm to this day to the air quality and people living near it.
 
The taxpaying homeowners and residents of this area will not stop fighting for the right to breathe clean safe air.
This Poseidon Desal plant and its pipeline are not safe for the PEOPLE of HB.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Nancy Buchoz
and all the residents of 



FASHION SHORES 



From: merle moshiri
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; Smythe, Hope@Waterboards
Subject: NYTimes.com: Why Zoom Is Terrible
Date: Monday, May 4, 2020 11:35:49 AM

EXTERNAL:

Hello,

I am sending you an article from the NYTimes of this morning.  I am strenuously objecting to our future
proceedings and hearings on Poseidon Resources being held via a virtual platform (ZOOM for instance). 
I see your point perhaps for the forthcoming May workshops but to plan as far out as July is suspect.  The
only people benefiting from this suggestion are the Poseidon Pros.  This is their arena.  They are
professional and WE, the "little" people are not.  I think most associated with this issue are aware of that. 
I am hoping it is not their intent.  The article I am forwarding relates to the pitfalls for the common,
ordinary people that are being expected to use this medium.  "if you really want to communicate with
someone in a meaningful way, video can be vexing" or "the conversations kind of defaults to trivial drivel
because people don't want to take a risk."  Exactly right in both instances.

There is nothing pressing regarding the Poseidon permit.  I again ask that these proceedings  be
postponed until we can Stand and Deliver..............in person.  After 20 years, another month or two isn't
life or death to an already unnecessary project.  I hope you will consider my request.

Merle Moshiri, R4RD Advisory Board
From The New York Times:

Why Zoom Is Terrible

There’s a reason video apps make you feel awkward and unfulfilled.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/sunday-review/zoom-video-conference.html?smid=em-
share

mailto:pars11@aol.com
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:hope.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov


From: Greg Camphire
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Poseidon Desalination Proposal
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 1:27:55 PM

EXTERNAL:

To Whom It May Concern:

 

I am strongly recommending that all meetings regarding the prospective Poseidon desalination
project be delayed until the public can participate in person. To make fiscal and policy
decisions without the input of the public is unwise, and harmful to the decision-making
process. Many people who would like to appear at a public meeting to give input on various
agenda items, particularly regarding proposed Poseidon items, cannot do that because of the
current COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. 

 

In addition, it is neither wise nor fair to compel older residents who are not computer literate,
or otherwise unable to participate via internet and/or telephone, to be denied their right to
provide feedback because public meetings are not available.

 

This is not an emergency situation. Since the Poseidon proposal has been in process for 20
years, it can certainly be delayed for another number of weeks or months. Citizens with a
serious stake in the outcome should not be denied the opportunity to present facts and
important information in person due to temporary social distancing measures. The people
deserve to be present and accounted for at these meetings and not via virtual meetings. The
Board needs to see the bodies, not just hear the voices, of the people who committed to this
struggle for so many years. 

 

I demand that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can attend the meetings in
person to give their input and suggestions, and recommend appropriately.  

 

Thank you,

Greg Camphire

 

mailto:gcamphire@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Patrick Osullivan
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Poseidon hearing should be conducted with the public present
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 3:07:58 PM

EXTERNAL:

Sirs,
 
I am strongly recommending that all meetings that could be attended by the public be
delayed until the public can participate in person.To make fiscal and policy decisions
without the input of the public is unwise, and harmful to the decision making process.
Many people who would like to appear at a public meeting to give input on various
agenda items, particularly regarding proposed Poseidon items, cannot do that
because of the Virus restrictions.In addition, to compel older residents who are not
computer literate or persons unable to participate via internet and/or telephone, to be
denied theirright to give recommendations because public meetings are not available,
is to discriminate against the older population.Therefore, I request that all policy and
fiscal items be delayed until the public can attend the meetings in person to give their
input and suggestions and recommend appropriately.
 
Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can
attend in person. As you are well aware, the Poseidon proposal has been 20 years in
the process, and certainly the public should not be denied the opportunity to present
facts and figures and crucial information in person due to a Virus.
 
Yours truly,
 
Patrick O'Sullivan
Huntington Beach

mailto:patrick.osullivan@gmx.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Karla Trask
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
Subject: Poseidon Water Desalination Plant
Date: Monday, May 11, 2020 8:47:03 AM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Mr. Smythe;
I understand that there is going to be a ‘public’ Zoom meeting regarding the installation of the
desalination plant, I’m sure you are aware that calling a Zoom meeting public, is an oxymoron.
The citizens of Huntington Beach and the nearby neighborhoods have the right to attend this
important meeting. I understand that in this time of social distancing you are concerned about
the safety of holding a public meeting, but like many other important economic and social
endeavors it must be postponed until it is safe. 
 
As pointed out by many citizens at the last public meeting in March, desalination plants not
only have an extremely high capital cost they are also energy intensive by nature. This plant
will not run if we have ample water, it is not cost effective, and if it does run in those times of
high draught the carbon footprint is extreme, so we have shifted one problem to another at
too high a cost.  This isn’t even addressing the land issue and the environmental cost to the
local beaches.  
 
As a concerned citizen you must put this on hold until the public’s voice can be heard AGAIN.
We are all feeling pains under these restrictions, they are not in place so we can avoid citizen
participation and push through projects that are not in the peoples’ best interests.
 
Thank you,
 
Karla Trask
3939 East Allin St., Unit 118
Long Beach, CA 90803
 
 

mailto:karlaanth@gmail.com
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov


From: Dave Yasutake
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Postpone all public meetings during Safer at Home order
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 3:59:28 PM

EXTERNAL:

Sirs, 

I am strongly recommending that all meetings that could be attended by the public be delayed until the
public can participate in person. To make fiscal and policy decisions without the input of the public is
unwise, and harmful to the decision making process. Many people who would like to appear at a public
meeting to give input on various agenda items, particularly regarding proposed Poseidon items, cannot
do that because of the Corona virus restrictions. In addition, to compel older residents who are not
computer literate or persons unable to participate via internet and/or telephone, to be denied their right to
give recommendations because public meetings are not available, is to discriminate against the older
population. Therefore, I request that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can attend the
meetings in person to give their input and suggestions and recommend appropriately. 

Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can attend in person. As you
are well aware, the Poseidon proposal has been 20 years in the process, and the public should not be
denied the opportunity to present facts and figures and crucial information in person due to this pandemic.

Respectfully,

David Yasutake
Huntington Beach Resident

mailto:daveyas3@verizon.net
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Kathleen Smith
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: public hearings during COVID-19 emergency
Date: Saturday, May 2, 2020 7:32:37 PM

EXTERNAL:

I support that all meetings that could be attended by the public be delayed until the public can participate in person.
To make fiscal and policy decisions without the input of the public is unwise and undemocratic, and creates an
opaque decision making process residing in the hands of a few. Many people who
would like to appear at a public meeting to speak on various agenda items, particularly regarding proposed Poseidon
items, cannot do so because of the COVID-19 restrictions.
In addition, to compel seniors like myself who are not computer literate or persons unable to participate via internet
and/or telephone, to be denied their right to give recommendations because public meetings are not available, is to
discriminate against the older population. I request that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can
attend the meetings in person to give their input and suggestions and recommend appropriately.
Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can attend in person. The Poseidon
proposal has been in process for 20 years. There is no emergency related to this decision. The public should not be
denied the opportunity to present facts and figures and crucial information in person.

Kathleen Smith, RN
public health nurse

mailto:kataphn@yahoo.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Mark Goodman
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Public Meetings Poseidon
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 11:00:28 AM

EXTERNAL:

Water Board,
Like many others,  I have a number of concerns related to the long proposed Poseidon project, including its need, its
cost, its impact to the community, its impact to our environment, and its violation of current coastal requirements.
These concerns are best presented in open to the public meetings which due to social distancing restrictions are
impossible to do properly at this time.
I request that no further decisions on the project be made until open public meetings (not some virtual meeting) can
be held. This would ensure that the affected public could be heard in an open forum.
Clearly, this project does not fit into any “emergency” category that would warrant any reduction in the public input
to the Water Board. The importance to the community for fair and complete information being presented is critical
to the decision making process.
Sincerely,
Mark Goodman
(HB resident for 35 years)

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:falcon4501@aol.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


Date:       May 7, 2020 

To:  Mark Smythe & the Regional Water Quality Control Board 

From:       Dr. M. Leonor Cadena,  

Subject:  Reschedule May 2020 Poseidon Workshop 

Dear Mr. Smythe and the Santa Ana RWQCB,  

I am writing to ask that the RWQCB postpone the May workshop on the Poseidon desalination plant 

until there can be in-person hearings. Many members of the SE Huntington Beach community have been 

working against the proposed Poseidon plant for nearly 20 years. At the last public hearing in 

Huntington Beach over 150 community members attended to voice our opposition to Poseidon for 

myriad reasons, such as the exorbitant cost of the desal water; the environmental damage from the 

concentrated brine, the high levels of Boron, and the 24/7 loud noise pollution for homeowners and 

wetland flora and fauna; the threat of toxic contamination due to building the water plant alongside 

the Ascon Toxic Dump Site, and many more problems with Poseidon were addressed during the 

meeting by the public. 

Given the enormous public opposition to the Poseidon Plant, holding a virtual meeting via Zoom will 

prevent many people in the community from participating and these are the people whose 

neighborhoods and quality of life will be greatly damaged by the expensive and toxic Poseidon 

monstrosity proposed for Huntington Beach.  

I request the Regional Board postpone the workshop and adoption hearing until the public can 

participate unhindered by the need for technical expertise and the inevitable technical problems many 

will experience.  For such an impactful development project the public needs to be able to participate in 

a fair and just review process.  

Thank you, 

M. Leonor Cadena, PhD



From: Brett Korte (clinic)
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; Lara, Julio@Waterboards; WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Cc: Suzanne Denbow (clinic); Yasmeen Antone (clinic); Andrea Leon-Grossmann; Marce Graudiņš; Michael Robinson-

Dorn
Subject: Re: Rescheduling Poseidon Workshop
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:08:18 PM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Mr. Smythe,

Based on your March 19 e-mail, we understand that the Regional Board planned to use the
State Water Board meeting on April 7 as a model for conducting its own public meetings
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

After observing the April 7 meeting, Azul continues to have serious concerns about the
adequacy of the Water Boards’ remote public participation accommodations. Although the
State Water Board was able to conduct the April 7 meeting with relatively few technical
difficulties, public participation was very sparse. The Poseidon workshop and adoption
hearing will draw significantly more participants, many of whom are likely unfamiliar with
Zoom and/or lack access to the technology required to use it effectively. This is particularly
troubling given the substantial environmental justice concerns regarding the Poseidon project.

We ask that the Regional Board postpone the workshop and adoption hearing until it is able to
resume meeting under normal circumstances, or at least until the Regional Board can ensure
adequate accommodations for public participation. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions about Azul’s concerns or ways they
might be addressed. 

Sincerely,

Brett Korte

Brett M. Korte, Esq.
Fellow | Environmental Law Clinic
UC Irvine School of Law
401 E. Peltason Dr. | Irvine, CA 92697
e: bkorte.clinic@law.uci.edu 

mailto:bkorte.clinic@law.uci.edu
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:julio.lara@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:sdenbow.clinic@law.uci.edu
mailto:yantone.clinic@law.uci.edu
mailto:andrea@azul.org
mailto:mar@azul.org
mailto:mrobinson-dorn@law.uci.edu
mailto:mrobinson-dorn@law.uci.edu
mailto:bkorte@law.uci.edu


From: ohogan7@aol.com
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
Subject: Reschedule the Poseidon Workshop
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2020 6:57:09 PM

EXTERNAL:

Date:       May 7, 2020

To:           Mark Smythe & the Regional Water Quality Control Board

From:       Dr. Mikel Hogan, 47 year resident of SE Huntington Beach & VP of R4RD

Subject:  Reschedule May 2020 Poseidon Workshop

Dear Mr. Smythe and the Santa Ana RWQCB,

The RWQCB needs to postpone the May workshop on the Poseidon desalination plant until there can be
in-person hearings. Many members of the SE Huntington Beach community have been working against
the proposed Poseidon plant for nearly 20 years. And, at the last public hearing in Huntington Beach over
150 community members attended to voice our opposition to Poseidon for myriad reasons, such as the
exorbitant cost of the desal water; the environmental damage from the concentrated brine, the high
levels of Boron, and the 24/7 loud noise pollution for homeowners and wetland flora and fauna; the threat
of toxic contamination due to building the water plant alongside the Ascon Toxic Dump Site, and many
more problems with Poseidon were addressed  by the public at that meeting.

Given the enormous public opposition to the Poseidon Plant, holding a virtual meeting via Zoom will
prevent many people in the community from participating and these are the people whose neighborhoods
and quality of life will be greatly damaged by the expensive and toxic Poseidon monstrosity proposed for
Huntington Beach.

I request the Regional Board postpone the workshop and adoption hearing until the public can participate
unhindered by the need for technical expertise and the inevitable technical problems many will
experience.  For such an impactful development project the public needs to be able to participate in a fair
and just review process.

Thank you,  Mikel Hogan

mailto:ohogan7@aol.com
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov


From: Miriam Faugno
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: virtual hearings
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 4:21:19 PM

EXTERNAL:

 Regarding the proposed idea of virtual web presentations involving Poseidon Resources and
the Santa Ana Water Regional Water Quality Control Board:   I wholeheartedly support the
recommendations:

 No public hearings on something as harmful and precedent setting as Poseidon until there can be in-
person meetings.

Miriam Faugno
7777 W 91st St, Los Angeles, CA 90293
310-305-1091

mailto:mfaugnos@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@waterboards.ca.gov
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: John Monsen <wildernessjfm@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:19 AM
To: WB-RB8-SantaAna; WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: please postpone workshops!

EXTERNAL: 

Poseidon is not essential, neither is it an emergency. I ask that the workshop be postponed until the Stay-At-Home order 
is lifted and the public can fully participate in this process regardless of age, disability, internet access and technological 
know how. Virtual meetings give an unfair advantage to the giant multinational corporation seeking to construct a harmful 
project near our peaceful neighborhood which in unwanted and unnecessary. 

As per the OC Register of December 2019: 'The Poseidon desalination plant planned for Huntington Beach continues to 
rank lowest in cost effectiveness, with questions also raised about the need for the $1 billion project.' 

This project will be harmful to the environment and marine life. It will produce dead zones along the the Huntington Beach 
Coastline and produce more harmful Green House Gas emissions because of its energy output when California is trying to 
reduce its Green House Gas emissions. Poseidon is using old technology and does not meet the standards set by the 
California State Water Resources Control Board Desalination Amendment which requires new or expanded seawater 
desalination plants to use the best available, site, design, technology, and mitigation measures feasible to minimize intake 
and mortality of all forms of marine life. 

People who don’t have access to the internet or are not technology savvy will be shut out of a process that directly 
impacts them.  I ask that the Regional Board cancel the workshop in order for the review process to be fair and just. 



From: Donald Slaven <eyes9@verizon.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 2:38 PM
To: Joy, Jayne@Waterboards <Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: Poseidon Public Hearings being conducted by Remote Internet

EXTERNAL:

Ms. Joy

I attempted to send my comments yesterday with the address listed here.  It was bounced back, so I
don't know if it is error, or the receiving end is down?

RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov     (did not work)

I want to post my comments to the Board and other elected officials regarding the Poseidon Project
in Huntington Beach. 
Could you give me your agencies exact email. The link on your website only opens Outlook on my
computer, and I don't use that.  There is no email listed.

Please relay my comments to all appropriate Board and Staff members.

===============================================================================================

6-2-20

Dear Board Members:

I write once again to demand that you stop all "public hearings" on the Huntington Beach Poseidon
Plant, that you are conducting in a remote, virtual, Zoom, Internet based, basis.

This is not "public"--   It is not democratically conducted, and during this Covid Pandemic it
is increasingly underhanded manner in which this Board is conducting this most important
decision making process. 

I have been opposed to this Poseidon project for 20 years, and here we are during a Pandemic, and
now, a national civil rights crisis that has paralyzed our democratic institutions.

Stop these meetings NOW.  Let us all relax, reflect and pause on this unnecessary Poseidon
adventure for now.

Thank you

Donald Slaven    225 Alabama St.  Huntington Beach 92648     714-536-1220

Member: Surfrider Foundation   Sierra Club

cc:  Congressman Rouda
       Governor Newsom

 Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris

mailto:eyes9@verizon.net
mailto:Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 10:44 AM
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; Joy, Jayne@Waterboards
Subject: FW: Poseideon Huntington Beach Plant--Public Hearings via Internet

Mark ‐ can you investigate?   

And Jayne/Mark draft response to Dave Hamilton’s email? 

Thanks! 

From: Donald Slaven <eyes9@verizon.net>  
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 10:37 AM 
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: Poseideon Huntington Beach Plant‐‐Public Hearings via Internet 

EXTERNAL: 

Ms. Smythe: 

I left you a phone message. I and perhaps others, are trying to send correspondence to the Region 8 
Board to halt further "virtual meetings" regarding the HB Poseidon plant until the public and the Board 
can meet safely in a public democratic setting. 

I've noticed that your website does not list a "direct" email address, but launches Outlook Mail, which I 
do not use. 
This is a "Public Agency" and multiple contacts should be listed clearly up-front for citizens to utilize. 
The email comments I sent June 2nd, were bounced back. 

The direct email link for comments to the Water Board was given to us as listed below: 

RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov 

Could you verify if this address is correct, or send me the current valid Board public correspondence 
contact 

Thank you 

Donald Slaven     714-536-1220    
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: Baylie Vincent <baylievincent@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 8:48 PM
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Comments from May 15th workshop

EXTERNAL: 

Water Board Members: 

I attended the workshop through zoom on May 15th starting at 9am. I was able to stay on until about 1pm but had prior 
commitments I had to attend to. I was very disappointed that I was unable to have my voice heard about Poseidon. I have 
attached down below what I had planned to say and hope that it will be read and taken into consideration before any 
decision is made. 

Under the circumstances the workshop was well organized and I appreciate the board sacrificing so much time, but if I 
may suggest for next time public comments be heard towards the beginning or middle of the workshop so that the public 
does not have to wait so long to have their voices heard. Many people care about the issue, but just did not have the time 
to stay on a call for that long. 

Thank you, 

Baylie Vincent 

Planned script for May 15th workshop: 

Good morning water Board members my name is Baylie Vincent. I want to urge the water board to carefully 
consider the cumulative ecological impacts of the proposed Poseidon Desal plant on the nearby sensitive 
Huntington Beach Wetlands and marine communities. 

With the plant taking in more than 100 gallons of seawater per day, there is an unavoidable mortality of larval 
fish, fish eggs and other types if plankton. The northern anchovy, which are important prey species for the 
federally endangered California least tern, are at risk of entrainment from Poseidon. 

Even with a filter screen on the water intake pipes, these small animals will still make it through and be sucked 
into the plant. This mortality can be assessed, but prediction of the overall impact is difficult. The impact of 
intake mortality on marine life thus cannot always be reliably quantified and is often underestimated. 

These small organisms are the base for most of the marine food web, meaning that a population reduction of 
these small organisms will ultimately have a chain reaction effecting the entire ecosystem. Plankton especially 
make up a huge part of the base of the marine food web. This eventually can start effecting commercial and 
recreational fishing as fish populations will most likely go down as the main food source of most animals gets 
smaller. 

Other impacts of the plant include the construction and operations of the plant that are expected to have adverse 
effects on the nearby wetlands due to dewatering, noise, and vibration. Wetlands are a very fragile ecosystem 
that we have already worked hard to restore once after destroying them and are at risk from effects of the plant. 
Our wetlands and coastal communities have experienced tremendous loss and preserving the remaining wetland 
areas should be a priority for regulatory agencies. The western snowy plover, a California Species of Special 
Concern, as well as the Least Terns also nest on Huntington State Beach, which is close to the proposed plant 
making them also vulnerable to impacts the plant may have. 
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Given the fragility and importance of this coastal ecosystem, the impacts of these proposed activities should be 
considered in a holistic and cumulative manner. This project should be scrutinized to assess whether the 
benefits outweigh the sever environmental costs. The Board needs to require new data so the environmental 
impacts of this proposed plant can be accurately assessed. 
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: Dave Hamilton  <de.hamilton@verizon.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:57 PM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards
Cc: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards; Joy, Jayne@Waterboards; Ray 

Hiemstra; Joe Geever
Subject: How does the public email comments to the RB?

EXTERNAL: 

Hope et al., 
Individuals in our group are highly disappointed by the oft caused confusion of the Board’s processes and 

instructions, particularly the confusing instructions for individuals to participate in the May 15th Poseidon 
workshop.  There were people who thought they signed up to speak but were not called.  Then, there were people 
signed up to watch and listen via ZOOM and were surprised hear their name called.  We had others try a ZOOM 
connection but were relegated to watching the Cal‐Span livestream. 

Seeing that one must register two days ahead of the meeting, I believe it an easy matter for the staff to publicly 
post a list of speakers and a list of watchers so participating members of the public are made aware of their pending 
status.  The speaker list could also serve as a timeline for order of speaking and add efficiency in conducting the 
meeting. 

As to the subject question, “How does the public email comments to the RB? “  It seems that emailing the Board 
has become hit‐or‐miss.  At times an email gets through‐‐‐presumably.  Other times an email gets bounced as 
undeliverable.  What gives?  The virtual meeting process developed by the Board is not very equitable for public 
participation made even more inequitable by confusing “form‐letter” email responses without recourse.  We are asking 
for a better and more consistent means of presenting our Poseidon comments to Board.  Especially when our comments 
may not fit neatly in a 2‐minute speech, which one might not be given a chance to speak. 

Thank you for your attention. 
Regards, 
‐Dave Hamilton 
‐Residents for Responsible Desalination 
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: jim gill <jimjgill@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 6, 2020 5:32 PM
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Fwd: FACE TO FACE MEETINGS

EXTERNAL: 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: jim gill <jimjgill@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Jun 5, 2020 at 6:38 PM 
Subject: FACE TO FACE MEETINGS 
To: <RB8‐PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov>, <info@r4rd.org> 
Cc: jim gill <jimjgill@gmail.com>, <erik@erik4hb.com> 

Hello!  My name is Jim Gill and I have lived in Huntington Beach for 50 years.  I live within 1/4 of a mile of the power 
plant that is currently being expanded.  I oppose the Poseidon plan to connect their DREAM desalination plant for 
Huntington Beach water supply that is going to cost more and be sold to other communities.  Let those communities 
that want to  pay absorbent water prices build it in their Cities!  We have plenty of natural water supply together with 
what we procure from others.  

Poseidon has failed around the world and more importantly in the United States to deliver what they pitched to the 
Cities.  They are a failure.  They are a hedge fund Equity company looking to make a quick BUCK off the residence of the 
City of Huntington Beach.  Equity Companies have one goal ‐ Make MONEY for themselves and leave the City holding the 
financial drain going forward.  They make their MONEY and  residence pick up the DEBT. 

There is a wonderful STATISTICAL saying " FIGURES DO NOT LIE BUT LAIR FIGURE " !  Please be aware of what DEBT you 
leave for the people of the City of Huntington Beach by authorizing the Poseidon Project?  They have never completed a 
project on time and at their targeted price.  The return on investment is all SPECULATION based on false CLIMATE 
CHANGE guesstimates which do not have a sound foundation in fact?  SCIENCE FICTION AT ITS BEST. 

Like all politicians they find it very easy over a business dinner or retreat to SPEND OTHER PEOPLE'S MONEY.  Just look at 
the DEBT in California and the City of Los Angeles and the National DEBT?  There is no way this can be justified.  The City 
Council of HB has made a grave error in VOTING FOR POSEIDON! 

They are SNAKE OIL salesmen pitching a bad deal. And GREED buys into their scheme with false power. 

WHAT IS THE RISK / REWARD FOR THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON  BEACH AND ITS RESIDENCE??  Future DEBT. 

I am sure Carlsbad would be pleased to provide them their plant to provide this same water.  It is basically sold to other 
cities and only 
available to HB at a higher price.  Again Poseidon reduces their risk by forcing HB to buy water from the plant they 
funded.  Such a DEAL. 

The last Virtual Meeting you held was a worthless attempt to stop the public from face to face rebuttal of the Poseidon 
Desalination Plant you are attempting to shove down the throats of the residents of HB? 
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ZOOM is wonderful technology but it does not deliver the desired means of communication on such a critical and costly 
commitment by the City of Huntington Beach City Council and others. 

All future meetings should be FACE TO FACE ‐ that is what Democracy guarantees.  You are violating this trust if you 
continue to back POSEIDON! 

Are we going to allow 7 current and past Council persons to seal our future fate in  DEBT.  Do those 7 for Poseidon take 
precedence over 199,000 residents of Huntington Beach.  This is not a fair government. 

Regards, 

Jim Gill 
562 889‐1723 
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: William Dickinson <bdickins72@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Sunday, June 7, 2020 9:32 PM
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Poseidon Project

EXTERNAL: 

Dear Board, 

It is my understanding that the Board intends to hold the required public hearing on this project via 
Zoom.  I understand the need to hold some hearings via Zoom at this particular time.  However in the 
case of the Poseidon Project it is impossible to get the full appreciation of the thoughts of the 
hundreds of citizens who are opposed to this horrendously expensive unneeded project versus the 
large slick corporation only interested in making money at our expense through a vehicle such as 
Zoom.  Please delay the hearings on this project until such time as they can be help in true public 
fashion, 

Thank you for your consideration. 

William Dickinson 
2021 Lerner Ln 
Santa Ana, CA 
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Smythe, Mark@Waterboards

From: Debby Koken <deborah.koken@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:44 PM
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Proposed Poseidon Desalination Plant

EXTERNAL: 

I am writing to express my disapproval of the Poseidon proposal. This expensive boondoggle will only benefit 
the Poseidon corporation and will be a setback for progressive desalination in California. It's the wrong location 
- they only selected this site in order to use the existing seawater intake pipes at the electrical plant in
Huntington Beach. Now the state of California has mandated evaporative cooling technology for power plants,
outlawing the once-through cooling technology of these intake pipes. Nevertheless, Poseidon is still trying to
get their original plan approved, though it's totally inappropriate.

I'd also like to point out that the online Zoom conference on May 15th was an extremely burdensome process 
that restricted public participation. I couldn't hear some speakers - evidently that was also the case for the board 
members at times. My husband was signed up to speak and was not able to be heard. That was undoubtedly the 
case for many others. Not everyone has state-of-the art computer equipment at home - some don't have 
computers at all. The public has the right to participate in this process and online conferencing is not adequate 
for this purpose. 



3151 Airway Avenue, Suite F-110 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Phone 714-850-1965   
www.coastkeeper.org 
 

June 12, 2020 

SENT VIA EMAIL: Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov 

Hope Smythe, Executive Officer 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
3737 Main Street, Suite 500  
Riverside, CA 92501-3348 

Re:  May 15, 2020 Online Workshop 

Dear Ms. Smythe:  

The purpose of this correspondence is to voice Coastkeeper’s concerns regarding the Regional 
Board's Workshop that took place online May 15, 2020.   

Coastkeeper has repeatedly explained the countless disastrous impacts on the local environment 
of the Huntington Beach Desalination Project, which I will not reiterate here.  However, it is 
important to restate that the project would also disproportionately harm low-income communities 
of color throughout Orange County both economically and environmentally. Those same 
communities are at a significant disadvantage when it comes to public participation in the 
decision-making process when that process is held in a manner similar to the May 15 workshop. 

Considering the protests erupting across the nation over the death of George Floyd and the way 
in which communities of color are systematically disenfranchised, now could not be a more 
poignant or relevant time to consider the impacts of this project on low-income communities of 
color1 and the reality that those same communities are less likely to be able to participate in an 
online hearing format that draws out over the length of an entire day.   

1 Pierce, Gregory, et al. “Analyzing Southern California Supply Investments from a Human 
Right to Water Perspective.” UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation, pp. 1 
innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/Analyzing_Southern_CA_Supply_Investments_from_a_Human_Right
_to_Water_Perspective.pdf.  
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The way in which the Regional Water Quality Control Board has managed public comment 
periods regarding this controversial project has only exacerbated existing barriers to public 
participation and highlighted the numerous reasons that low-income communities lack the 
political tools to stop developments that pollute their communities. Though this meeting was a 
workshop, it was conducted as a public hearing format. It was a marathon meeting commencing 
at 9 a.m. and adjourning approximately 8:30 p.m.—Eleven and one-half hours. In doing so, the 
Regional Water Board effectively excluded those who would be most impacted by the project 
from voicing their opinions. The only members of the public who could participate in this 
hearing were those who could afford to pay a lobbyist, afford not to go to work, those whose 
home life enabled them to dedicate 11 hours of their day to participating in this meeting, and 
those who could afford a device to connect to the meeting and an internet connection sufficient 
to enable participation while simultaneously homeschooling children.   

Adding to this disparity is the fact that low-income communities of color are disproportionately 
represented among essential workers, who do not have the luxury to stay home and voice their 
opinions regarding a project that will impact them most severely.  Those who could not 
participate were primarily working class, low-income, communities of color. As the hours wore 
on, Regional Board members vacated the meeting until there were only three members at the end 
of the session, thereby disallowing the opposition to address the board members that were in 
attendance during the earlier segments of the meeting.  

The collective opinion of the public members that had registered to comment is that the meeting 
format disadvantaged the public and those opposed to Poseidon's permit. First, there was the 
staff presentation, the presentations by Poseidon, MWDOC, and OCWD, with intense 
questioning and discussion from Board members. Poseidon then lined up any elected official in 
the region to support their permit in a pure political fashion. Some on the list called were former 
elected officials that currently did not hold elected office. This process of unabashed support 
with often-misstated facts went on for several hours during which your board members were 
present. The first opportunity the organized opposition had to speak commenced around 4:30 
p.m.—seven and one-half hours after the meeting started and only after hours of one-sided
support from elected officials.



Orange County Coastkeeper 
June 12, 2020 
Page 3 of 3 

Throughout my career in dealing with governmental meetings and hearings, traditionally elected 
officials are allowed to be at the head of the list for public comment. It has been a courtesy given 
on the assumption that our elected officials always have essential work and another meeting to 
attend. Therefore, they should not have to wait to make their comments. I submit this was not the 
case on May 15.  Nobody was on the run to any meeting. I can accommodate a County 
Supervisor or maybe a Mayor with a courtesy to speak first, but directors of water districts of all 
sizes? Particularly when there are over twenty wanting to speak. This one-sided time sink put the 
general public and those with opposing comments at a clear disadvantage.  

The purpose of this letter is to provide input as we approach the planned Poseidon permit 
adoption hearing in July. If the May 15 workshop had been a public hearing for adopting the 
permit, it is clear that the communities most severely impacted by the project would not have had 
an equal opportunity to participate in the public process.  

I request the Poseidon permit adoption hearing be an in-person hearing at a public venue. If this 
cannot be accomplished in July, postpone the hearing until it can. If the workshop is an indicator 
of an actual hearing, anything less than an in-person public hearing is unacceptable and unfair. 
Should the Board decide to proceed with an online format in July, Coastkeeper legal counsel will 
be monitoring the entirety of the meeting for Brown Act violations and separately tracking 
requests for public comment to ensure that all those wishing to speak are given the opportunity.  

Sincerely, 

Garry Brown 
Founding Director 
Orange County Coastkeeper 



From: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
Subject: FW: Concerns for Workshops & Hearings
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 10:26:21 AM

From: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards 
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2020 10:25 AM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <hope.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>; Sablan,
Teresita@Waterboards <Teresita.Sablan@Waterboards.ca.gov>; Joy, Jayne@Waterboards
<Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: FW: Concerns for Workshops & Hearings

From: Michael Wellborn <wellborn.michael@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 05, 2020 10:24 AM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: Concerns for Workshops & Hearings

EXTERNAL:

Greetings Hope ~

I wanted to check in with you regarding my concerns for public input and how the Regional Board is
planning to respond to requests for engaging in the Board's meetings.  I am aware of the Governor's
executive powers and orders that back off on Brown Act requirements, but my take from his direction is
that Board meetings should only be taking on actions that are essential to the public's immediate health
and safety, and deferring non-essential actions to a future date when the public may participate in person.

Face to face communications are an important part of our constitutional structure when an appointed
board or commission meets.  Even under emergency powers, the responsible approach is that only
essential actions should be put on an agenda. Virtual meetings for an item like the proposed Poseidon
desal plant in Huntington Beach directly impact the ability of many residents to even follow the
proceedings, much less try to participate with using new computer software.   This desal proposal is
obviously not an essential water supply project as north Orange County overlies a groundwater basin with
over a million acre feet of water available.

I urge you and the Regional Board to move the Poseidon proposal to the end of the year, when we hope
that public meetings will be feasible again.

Thank you for your time!

Michael Wellborn

714.928.8689

mailto:hope.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov
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From: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
Subject: FW: no virtual meetings please
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2020 2:17:44 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards <Jeannie.Aguilar@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 2:16 PM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: FW: no virtual meetings please

-----Original Message-----
From: Janet <janet.ridley@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, May 1, 2020 2:48 PM
To: Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards <Jeannie.Aguilar@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: no virtual meetings please

EXTERNAL:

Ms. Aguilar,

As Senior Citizens and longtime (46-year) residents of Huntington Beach, we respectfully request meetings and
decisions re Poseidon be postponed until they can be done in a normal in-person fashion. Relatives living in
Carlsbad went through the Poseidon fiasco years ago (actually still
ongoing) and we sincerely hope such a mistake is not going to be repeated in our own city. History should provide
lessons learned. Please delay any meetings until citizens can have the opportunity to attend and express their
opinions regarding the local water situation, which certainly is not now in crisis and does not require immediate and
carelessly made decisions.

Sincerely,
Tom and Janet Ridley

mailto:hope.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov


From: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
To: Sablan, Teresita@Waterboards
Subject: FW: Public hearing on May 15
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2020 5:36:00 PM

From: Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards <Jeannie.Aguilar@Waterboards.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 5:18 PM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>; Joy, Jayne@Waterboards
<Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov>; Smythe, Mark@Waterboards
<Mark.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: FW: Public hearing on May 15

From: Dan Silver <dsilverla@me.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 5:16 PM
To: Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards <Jeannie.Aguilar@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: Public hearing on May 15

EXTERNAL:

Gentle Persons

On behalf of EHL, I request that all proceedings on Poseidon be postponed until the public can
participate in public hearings and workshops in person.  Right now, public participation will
eviscerated.  There is no urgency here.

Thank you
Dan Silver

Dan Silver, Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
8424 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite A 592
Los Angeles, CA  90069-4267

213-804-2750
dsilverla@me.com
https://ehleague.org
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From: Barbara Hensleigh
To: WB-RB8-SantaAna; WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Opposition to Poseidon
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 12:11:24 PM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Santa Ana Water Board,
Poseidon is not essential, neither is it an emergency. I ask that the workshop be postponed until the Stay-At-Home
order is lifted and the public can fully participate in this process regardless of age, disability, internet access and
technological know how. Virtual meetings give an unfair advantage to the giant multinational corporation seeking to
construct a harmful project near our peaceful neighborhood which in unwanted and unnecessary.
As per the OC Register of December 2019: 'The Poseidon desalination plant planned for Huntington Beach
continues to rank lowest in cost effectiveness, with questions also raised about the need for the $1 billion project.'
This project will be harmful to the environment and marine life. It will produce dead zones along the the Huntington
Beach Coastline and produce more harmful Green House Gas emissions because of its energy output when
California is trying to reduce its Green House Gas emissions. Poseidon is using old technology and does not meet
the standards set by the California State Water Resources Control Board Desalination Amendment which requires
new or expanded seawater desalination plants to use the best available, site, design, technology, and mitigation
measures feasible to minimize intake and mortality of all forms of marine life.
 This is crisis capitalism.

Barbara Hensleigh
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:barbarajhensleigh@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-SantaAna@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: blush1996@aol.com
To: WB-RB8-SantaAna; WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Virtual meetings on controversial projects jeopardize fair public access
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 1:40:02 PM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Santa Ana Water Board Members,

Please postpone the Workshop for the Permit Renewal for the Poseidon Resources’ Proposed
Huntington Beach Desalination Facility to be held on Friday, May 15.  Virtual meetings on projects as
impactful as Poseidon should not be held as they block concerned citizens from being adequately heard,
which gives unfair advantage to a large multinational corporation like Poseidon. 

As per the OC Register of December 2019: 'The Poseidon desalination plant planned for Huntington
Beach continues to rank lowest in cost effectiveness, with questions also raised about the need for the $1
billion project.'

This project will cause harm to the environment and marine life by producing dead zones along the
Huntington Beach coastline.  Its energy output will create more greenhouse gas emissions when
California is trying to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.  Poseidon is using old technology and does
not meet the standards set by the California State Water Resources Control Board Desalination
Amendment, which requires new or expanded seawater desalination plants to use the best available, site,
design, technology, and mitigation measures feasible to minimize intake and mortality of all forms of
marine life.

People who don’t have access to the internet or are not technology savvy will be shut out of a process
that directly impacts them.  The Regional Board should cancel the workshop in order for the review
process to allow fair and just public access.

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns.

Suzanne Forster

mailto:blush1996@aol.com
mailto:RB8-SantaAna@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Jennifer Thomas
To: WB-RB8-region8info
Subject: Meeting in person vs Zoom Desal Concern
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:28:40 PM

EXTERNAL:

Hello Board,
I am very concerned that the next meeting will be on Zoom.  I request that you
delay any meetings or voting in regard to the Poseidon Desal Plant until it is
possible to meet in person.
It makes no since to vote for something so important when the public cannot
meet in person.
There are so many reasons that the desalination plant in Huntington Beach
should be denied.  We do not need this water, the water prices are way too
high and damage to marine life just to name a few reasons.
Poseidon is in the business of making money.  If you approve this they will win
and the public will lose.  We do not need these higher water rates.
Again, please delay voting on this issue until the public can come in person.
If you go ahead with this and keep it on the agenda then please vote NO.
Thank you for your time,
Jennifer Thomas
5432 Kenilworth Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
REALTOR®, Broker, Notary
Lic #00931959 
714-415-5052

mailto:jennifer@jenniferthomas.com
mailto:region8info@waterboards.ca.gov


From: merle moshiri
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; Smythe, Hope@Waterboards; Sablan, Teresita@Waterboards; Joy,

Jayne@Waterboards
Cc: de.hamilton@verizon.net; ray@coastkeeper.org; ohogan7@aol.com
Subject: Fwd: Hearings and Decisions
Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 10:20:54 AM

EXTERNAL:

Greetings,

I am taking the liberty of forwarding a letter sent to Residents for Responsible Desalination regarding the
proposed idea of virtual web presentations involving Poseidon Resources and the Santa Ana Water
Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

I wholeheartedly support her recommendations.  As past president of R4RD, I can attest that the majority
of our Board 20 years ago are now senior citizens and we deserve to be present and accounted for at
these meetings and not via  virtual meetings.  There is a totally different dynamic that takes place in face
to face meetings.  We want that.  The Board needs to see the bodies, not just hear the voices, of the
people who committed to this struggle for so many years.

And let's be honest, this is not an emergency.  We are not dealing with a situation that simply cannot wait
another few weeks or a month.  Inconvenient perhaps, but a major set back?  Not likely. We deserve
better treatment and recognition for the voluntary efforts and sacrifices made by public citizens.

Merle Moshiri

From: miltnormavm@yahoo.com
To: RB-8PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
Sent: 4/17/2020 5:53:08 PM Central Standard Time
Subject: Hearings and Decisions

Sirs,

I am strongly recommending that all meetings that could be attended by the public be
delayed until the public can participate in person.
To make fiscal and policy decisions without the input of the public is unwise, and
harmful to the decision making process.  Many people who
would like to appear at a public meeting to give input on various agenda items,
particularly regarding proposed Poseidon items,  cannot do that because of the Virus
restrictions.

In addition, to compel older residents who are not computer literate or persons unable
to participate via internet and/or telephone, to be denied their
right to give recommendations because public meetings are not available,  is to
discriminate against the older population.

Therefore, I request that all policy and fiscal items be delayed until the public can
attend the meetings in person to give their input and suggestions and recommend

mailto:pars11@aol.com
mailto:mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov
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appropriately.

Thank you for your anticipated action to delay such decisions until the public can
attend in person.  As you are well aware, the Poseidon proposal has been 20 years in
the process, and certainly the public should not be denied the opportunity  to present
facts and figures and crucial information in person due to a Virus.

Yours truly,

Norma Vander Molen
9472 Mokihana Drive
Huntington Beach, CA  92646



From: merle moshiri
To: Smythe, Mark@Waterboards; de.hamilton@verizon.net
Cc: sandyfazio@gmail.com; ray@coastkeeper.org; horackm@hotmail.com; Smythe, Hope@Waterboards; Joy,

Jayne@Waterboards; Sablan, Teresita@Waterboards
Subject: Re: Address for comments
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 5:00:23 PM

EXTERNAL:

It sounds  to me, that comments are not being accepted.  If that is the case, we will need to change our 
constant contact message pronto.  I find this all extremely troubling.  The virtual web portal is not a 
replacement in any way for the public's right to assemble and be heard.  Folks may think this is the new 
norm to conduct the public's business but it is not.  If we cannot stand and deliver before the Board, then 
the Board , in my opinion, needs to delay the hearing until this health crisis abates.  This is totally 
unacceptable.  This issue has been on the table a long time.  A few more weeks, possibly months, is par 
for the course, and the right of every person who has toiled on this subject for years, including me, to be 
heard in person not on ZOOM!  Do the right thing.

Merle Moshiri
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From: Maria Sugranes
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Desalinisation
Date: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 3:02:21 PM

EXTERNAL:

Please do not go forward with the Poseidon project.  It will create a dead zone in the area that is a
our beloved beach and major tourist attraction.   We need clean water, but not at the expense of the
health of the ocean. 

Maria R. Sugranes, HB resident since 1979

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: K. Jenkins
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: don"t leave the public out - no NON ESSENTIAL meetings
Date: Saturday, July 18, 2020 11:01:36 AM

EXTERNAL:

Dear Board,

I am writing to express my concern over matters proceeding in regards to the decisions around
the proposed Poseidon Desal plant.
As you know there is wide opposition to Poseidon's extremely flawed plan. There are many,
including myself, my family, and my neighbors who have come in person to oppose these
flawed plans, and we intend to continue to do so until a better and safer plan is developed. But
right now, during this Pandemic, with all that is going on, the Poseidon desal problem is NOT
considered an essential task.....it is a NON-ESSENTIAL item during this very challenging
time. This issue needs to be tabled until it is determined truly safe for you the board and us the
citizens to be able to safely address this issue in person. It would be seriously suspect,
irresponsible, and foolish to proceed otherwise. At the very least, we owe this consideration to
all our folks on "the front lines" - our first responders - to NOT unnecessarily complicate, and
tempt exposure. This is a matter of life and death.
Place yourselves on the right side of history; do not proceed behind closed doors.
We are counting on you to make the responsible decision to put off this NON-ESSENTIAL
item until all can be involved.
Respectfully,
Kaelyn Jenkins
(Lifetime Huntington Beach resident.)
Stay safe!!! 

mailto:rootrville@gmail.com
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From: Chiyu Hu
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: My right to participate
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 2:25:18 PM

EXTERNAL:

I don't know how many times before
my simple message above find the correct email address to you!

The frustrated residents near your
proposed wasteful project want you to know, the money wasted will be ours. The damage to environment  and our
lives you will not see nor care.

BUT

You can NOT ignore our right to
participate in the decision processes

Respectfully,

Chi Yu Hu

mailto:Chiyu.Hu@csulb.edu
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


From: Vern Nelson
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Poseidon, and postponing the July 31 hearing.
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 3:51:50 PM

EXTERNAL:

Hello, first of all I want to ask that the Board strongly consider postponing the July 31 hearing,
until when the pandemic clears up and the public can actually attend.  THERE IS NO RUSH. 
This project has been debated for 15 years or more, a few more months won't hurt.  And the
public wants to be heard.  This impacts us in many ways.

Second of all, I am completely against the proposed HB desal plant.

#1, it just is NOT NECESSARY at this time.

#2, it is too expensive, and the taxpayer and ratepayer will be covering the costs for this hedge
fund's huge profit.

#3.  The environmental problems - the greenhouse gas emissions, the hypersalinated zone it
will leave, and the sealife it will kill with both its intakes and output.

#4.  I feel the way they've conducted themselves creates a moral hazard;  for 16 years they
have paid of politicians and public officials of both parties, lied and cheated on their
applications, and always taken the cheapest way out.  

If OC ever does decide we need desalination, we should put it out to bid, and choose a
company with a better record and more affordable plan.

Thank you

Vern Nelson, Anaheim

mailto:vernpnelson@gmail.com
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  Residents for Responsible Desalination 
              “Organized for coastal protection advocacy and education about seawater desalination.” 

   
 
July 9, 2020 

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
3737 Main Street, Suite 500 
Riverside, CA 92501-3348 
Sent via:  RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@waterboards.ca.gov  
Re:  “Is it Equitable?”—A Second Message to the Regional Board regarding the 

proposed Poseidon seawater desalination project in Huntington Beach, CA. 
Dear Board members & Staff: 

All of us, whether public citizen or public servant, or both, have had to adjust to 
living under the uncertain circumstances of a serious disease pandemic.  We’ve had to 
all but eliminate anything in our lives not considered as “essential.”  At times, we must 
make judgments about what is “essential.” 

We absolutely must eat, therefore going to the grocery store for food would be an 
essential task, but going to the store daily should not be necessarily essential.  In fact, 
our Governor recently asked us to stop grocery shopping for two weeks, which the 
majority of Californians did without hesitance or protest.  However, we would all agree 
that grocery stores, their workers, and supply chains are indeed essential. 

Likewise, many State and local services and governance entities, such as the 
Regional Board, are deemed essential, but not every pending action of such should be 
so deemed.  The public should expect reasonable judgments from service and 
governance entities as to what is or is not a vital matter of importance. 

The staff of the Regional Board (SARWQCB) in a form-letter response, claimed 
that the Board’s current means of holding remote, “virtual” public meetings via ZOOM 
was both “appropriate” and “essential.”  Such means might be reasonable for 
jurisdictional matters of urgency or judicial order, but not appropriate for controversial 
matters, and certainly not equitable in matters such as the proposed Poseidon seawater 
desalination project in Huntington Beach. 

Additionally, any dispute concerning a grassroots organization of public residents 
versus a deep-pocketed, international corporation’s project proposal is, by its very 
nature, inequitable under the best of circumstances.  The Regional Board’s confusing 
processes for conducting a remote, “virtual” public hearing regarding the matter are even 
more inequitable for public participants.  The Board’s chosen process does not account 
for the “digital divide” that exists among individual members of the public, wherein a 
person may not own or have home access to requisite hardware, software, or apps to be 
a remote participant.  Couple that with confusing instructions for online registration and 
applying to speak, the Board had “registered” speakers who didn’t speak and watchers 
who wanted to speak—including me. 
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Residents for Responsible Desalination 

Residents for Responsible Desalination   P.O. Box 5422,  Huntington  Beach, CA  92615 
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Had I been able to address the Board, I would have had to reduce my 3-minutes of 
public comment to 2 minutes as ruled by the Board Chairman after it was already 
announced earlier in the day that the comment period would be 3 minutes.  I had a 
difficult task of structuring my planned comments into a cogent argument within a 3-
minute time limit.  My argument was not anywhere near the same when a third of its 
context had to be removed.  It was like removing one part of a three-part syllogism. 

My example above is indicative of a greater matter of inequity in public meetings—
both in-person and virtual—of governing agencies.  Wherein, project opponents must 
substantiate their comments by citing authoritative sources or stating credible 
information and known references.  Whereas, project proponents can make 
unsubstantiated claims in their comments with seeming impunity.  The former is not 
conducive to a 2-minute timeframe; and the latter will find a 2-minute time limit very 
fitting for their purposes, or even too long. 

I was rather astonished to hear that the Poseidon/HB project is “shovel-ready” 
according to paid project proponents.  Gracious, the project isn’t even “teaspoon-ready”, 
if that!  As is, this project:  a) has yet to be fully permitted; b) has yet to have a delivery-
distribution system determined, designed, approved, or public CEQA process started;   
c) has yet to finalize public financing and/or public subsidies, which ironically, Poseidon 
vehemently denied it would need either, and that the project would have “100% private 
financing”; d) has yet to provide an authoritative cost estimate for the plant and 
appurtenances; e) has yet to have any committed, contracted buyers of its product 
water; and, f) most importantly, must wait until the replaced power generating plant and 
associated storage tanks are dismantled and removed in 2023. 

This “shovel-ready” claim is a ruse perpetrated by Poseidon’s P.R. consultants, 
P.R. fronts, lobbyists, and project proponents to sway decision makers’ minds on the 
project’s possible time-sensitive merits.  This ruse will again be prominently presented 
by the same cohort at the final permit hearing—and at all public agency and commission 
hearings thereafter.  That is, as long as the recession lasts and cries for “Jobs! Jobs! 
Jobs!” are effective levers of public opinion.  As was the cries of “drought-proof water 
supply” during the drought years of the recent decade. 

As a resident of Huntington Beach and one very interested in seawater 
desalination, I began following the Poseidon project proposal before its first public 
presentation in 2003, which I attended.  This was when Poseidon Resources, LLC was a 
Warburg Pincus company meant to provide a domestic water supplies to planned 
developments by Lennar Homes in Southern California and Central Florida.  But after 
the Poseidon debacle of its Tampa Bay project in Florida, the Warburg Pincus founding 
of Poseidon somehow got erased.  Meanwhile the 2003 presentation was little more 
than a sales pitch for the same project the Board is now, in 2020, conducting 
deliberations.  This despite changes in regulations and laws.  Despite AB-32.  Despite 
the Ocean Plan Amendment on Desalination.  Despite Amendments to the 1972 Coastal 
Zone Conservation Act as of 2019.  Despite provisions in the Porter-Cologne Act.  
Despite applicable provisions in HB’s Local Coastal Plan.  Despite repeated CEQA 
inadequacies in project documentation.  Despite predicted sea-level rise.  Despite 
…despite…despite! 

Additionally, R4RD members were astounded by Poseidon’s claim that its HB 
project will provide 3,000 jobs, which is 50% more than the supposed 2,000 jobs 
provided by its Carlsbad project that included jobs for design and construction of 10 
miles of 60-inch delivery pipeline.  Delivery pipelines for its HB project have not yet been 
determined such that manpower needs for those purposes are speculative, at best. 

http://www.hbdesalfacts.org/


Residents for Responsible Desalination 

Residents for Responsible Desalination   P.O. Box 5422,  Huntington  Beach, CA  92615 
FEIN 20-3449139   fb.r4rd        www.r4rd.org 

Next, we heard the claim that the HB project would provide 300 permanent jobs 
locally.  This is either preposterous or the SWRO desalination plant will be incredibly 
inefficient.  For comparison, the Orange County Water District (OCWD) currently 
employs 221 people — 60 of whom work at OCWD’s Groundwater Replenishment 
System (GWRS) to recycle wastewater into 103 Mgd of potable water using reverse 
osmosis processing.  If the HB desalination will need 300 employees to produce 50 Mgd 
of potable water, that would make it one-tenth (1/10th) as productive as OCWD’s GWRS 
per manhour. 

Overall, the Regional Board has only seen this project in several snapshots.  
Whereas, R4RD members have had to endure 17 years of the Poseidon movie with ever 
changing plot lines.  In the 2005 EIR  version, all of the project desal water was to be 
piped 20+/- miles to South Orange County cities based on “non-binding” understandings 
(i.e. “the need”).  In the 2010 FSEIR version, the project desal water was to be 
distributed to West and South Orange County cities that would sign a “non-binding” 
Letter of Interest (i.e. “the need”).  In 2017 before the State Lands Commission 
presenting a Revised 2010 FSEIR, Poseidon claimed that all the product water was to 
be bought by OCWD according to the “non-binding” 2015 Term Sheet (i.e. “the need”).  
Now, in 2020 before the Regional Board, all of the product water would go to OCWD 
according to the “non-binding” 2018 Revised Term Sheet (i.e. “the need”).  
Notwithstanding the provisions of the applicable Term Sheet, OCWD has not yet 
determined where the Poseidon water will go—the water OCWD is so seemingly fraught 
on procuring under “non-binding” terms. 

Furthermore, there are far too many scenes in the mendacious Poseidon project 
17-year movie for R4RD members and supporters to cover in 2-minute oral clips—
especially under “virtual” proceedings.  Scenes about “100% private financing.”  Scenes 
denying the need for “public subsidies.”  Scenes about being “carbon neutral.”  Scenes 
desal water becoming “less expensive than imported water.”  And many more such 
scenes that are archived in the public record. 

In conclusion, there must be a better way to hold a public forum.  If such cannot be 
done, the Regional Board must hold off from having “virtual” public meetings until 
meetings may be held face-to-face, especially for controversial matters like Poseidon. 

Thank you and stay well, 
Regards, 

-Dave Hamilton, president 
-Residents for Responsible Desalination (R4RD) 
 

http://www.hbdesalfacts.org/


From: Glenn Brooks
To: WB-RB8-PoseidonHB.comments
Subject: Re: talking points
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 1:24:44 PM

EXTERNAL:

Greetings-
I want to thank you for your efforts to represent rate payers and our community as I have
witnessed on several occasions over the past few years.

I would like to add my voice to the general concern about whether my voice can be heard
during your community meetings. At so many of the controversial meetings including
SARWQB meetings, which Huntington Beach residents are passionate about, a swarm of
speakers for and against are present and the ordeal you endure to hear us all is
impractical IMHO. And I speak not of our lost privilege, but rather the voices that drag on
and on about issues already heard. I can hardly imagine that. Case in point, at the last
California Coastal Commission meeting I attended in person in Newport Beach's City Hall
years ago, residents were not allowed to speak, only give our name. That does seem
impractical.

I have a largely researched campaign illustrating Posiedon's owner BrookField Infrastructure
Partners building a water supply for its Los Angeles construction project, a multi billion
dollar mixed use skyscraper which it needs a water source for. My contention is that
Poseidon water would allow OCWD to surrender its MWD water which Brookfield then
claims for the Los Angeles skyscraper called 755 Figueroa, located at 945 w 8th Street in
Los Angeles. Sure the Poseidon project will process much more water than the  skyscraper
needs, but the point is Brookfield gets the clearance to occupy which it won't without water.
Furthermore, as in the case with the Carlsbad plant, Poseidon invested $266m and sold it for
$1bn making a handsome $734m profit. Poseidon could build smaller but it wants a huge
water source for profit targets - even if OCWD does not currently need its water.

I would like to address your commission, but feel certain, the proponents of Poseidon's
project will ensure a massive union turnout and thereby crowd out effective speaker
comments.

Kindest Regards,

Glenn Brooks MBA president, managing member
9871 Hot Springs Drive
Huntington BEach CA 92646

mailto:glen2ns@gmail.com
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHB.comments@Waterboards.ca.gov


Dear Santa Ana Water Board Members, 

This letter is intended to express my concern about the difficulties that remote meetings have 
presented upon public participation. While I appreciate your efforts to make meetings accessible 
to the public, I am afraid that the remote format has presented inconveniences that have 
inhibited the public’s ability to participate.  

I attended the virtual meeting on May 15, where Poseidon’s Desalination project was reviewed. 
While I had signed up to speak during the public comments section, I’m afraid that the length of 
the meeting caused me to be unavailable to participate. As a working-class citizen I do not have 
the luxury of waiting all day for my turn to speak, rather I had to attend work. I am aware that the 
length of the meeting was a result of the online format presenting difficulties that are out of your 
control, and I appreciate your patience in spending all day allowing present commentators to 
speak.  

However, because public participation has been limited, I urge you to defer action on the 
Poseidon Desalination Plant until the public can participate in a fair manner. While the proposed 
Huntington Beach Desalination Plant poses challenges to low-income citizens through 
escalating water rates, remote meetings limit these same people from expressing their 
concerns. Not only are the length of meetings inconvenient, but the remote format hinders the 
ability of people who do not have access to technology or an internet connection to watch 
meetings, and participate in giving oral comments. 

I would like to present some suggestions that would make virtual meetings more accessible to 
the public. First I recommend allocating more time for the public to sign up to give oral 
comments. The May 15 meeting required people to sign up to speak three days in advance, 
excluding many people from the opportunity to give comments. I propose that the public should 
have until the morning of the meeting to sign up to give comments. Second, I propose 
implementing a system that sends updates to viewers on the status of the meeting. This would 
have allowed me to return to the meeting during the public comments section. However, 
because I was unaware that the meeting was still going on at 7:00pm, I missed my chance to 
speak.  

I ask that you take my suggestions into consideration, and keep in mind the needs of the public 
for future meetings. Thank you for your hard work during this difficult time.  

Sincerely, 

Mariela Santamaria 
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*s$to-'June 2, 2020

Santa Ana RegionalWater Quality Control Board:

Virtual public meetingd via Zoom are not necessary, since the Poseidon

controversy has been ongoing for about 20 years. it is not right to
exclude those of us who, for various reasons, are unable to participate

via Zoom. Please do the right thing and postpone until the community can

have a fair opportunity to express their opinions in a more normal

setting. Once a desalination plant invades our community, we will be

stuckwith it, paying big buck for it, needed or not. Big, ugly, and

providing expensive water we likely won't ever need or could be

provided another way.

Sincerely,

a1

ka-,,*"2 /{r*l-*,faa
Janet and Thomas Ridley

Huntington Beach Residents for 46 years



From: Donald Slaven <eyes9@verizon.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 2:38 PM
To: Joy, Jayne@Waterboards <Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov>
Subject: Poseidon Public Hearings being conducted by Remote Internet

EXTERNAL:

Ms. Joy

I attempted to send my comments yesterday with the address listed here.  It was bounced back, so I
don't know if it is error, or the receiving end is down?

RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov     (did not work)

I want to post my comments to the Board and other elected officials regarding the Poseidon Project
in Huntington Beach. 
Could you give me your agencies exact email. The link on your website only opens Outlook on my
computer, and I don't use that.  There is no email listed.

Please relay my comments to all appropriate Board and Staff members.

===============================================================================================

6-2-20

Dear Board Members:

I write once again to demand that you stop all "public hearings" on the Huntington Beach Poseidon
Plant, that you are conducting in a remote, virtual, Zoom, Internet based, basis.

This is not "public"--   It is not democratically conducted, and during this Covid Pandemic it
is increasingly underhanded manner in which this Board is conducting this most important
decision making process. 

I have been opposed to this Poseidon project for 20 years, and here we are during a Pandemic, and
now, a national civil rights crisis that has paralyzed our democratic institutions.

Stop these meetings NOW.  Let us all relax, reflect and pause on this unnecessary Poseidon
adventure for now.

Thank you

Donald Slaven    225 Alabama St.  Huntington Beach 92648     714-536-1220

Member: Surfrider Foundation   Sierra Club

cc:  Congressman Rouda
       Governor Newsom

 Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris

mailto:eyes9@verizon.net
mailto:Jayne.Joy@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:RB8-PoseidonHBcomments@waterboards.ca.gov


From: Ray Hiemstra <ray@coastkeeper.org> 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 5:44 AM
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov>
Cc: garry@coastkeeper.org
Subject: Poseidon/Speaking time for Environmental coalition

EXTERNAL:

Hi Hope,

  I hope you are doing well.  I am writing to request a hour block for the environmental coalition to
present our information at the Regional Board hearing on the Poseidon project.  We appreciate the
30 minutes last time but that clearly is not enough for a project this complex and with so much to
cover.  Last time most of Surfrider and the Sierra Club speakers had to go separately and got lost in
the crowd, with some people not even being able to speak at all.  With three days available we feel
that a hour is not too much for our presentation.

We also request some verification of the status of elected officials.  Last time there were a number
of ”former” elected officials in that que, they should not have any priority over the rest of the
public.  Also we question the practice of having elected officials such as city council members or
water board members that are not speaking on behalf of their agency being given priority over the
public. With the pandemic it is not like they have some important meeting they have to run off to.
Poseidon has used this practice to game the speakers list to their advantage. If this project is not a
priority for elected officials time then they should not be speaking at all.

Thanks for your consideration,

Ray Hiemstra
Associate Director of Programs
Orange County Coastkeeper
714-850-1965 x 1003
www.coastkeeper.org

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastkeeper.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CHope.Smythe%40waterboards.ca.gov%7C06a804d3d2964d567d4808d82a4f0531%7Cfe186a257d4941e6994105d2281d36c1%7C0%7C0%7C637305866178737341&sdata=kuSXQXp3AnX8pY%2F1lbApQtwOwTvaD7zpFzJuJh6zbvE%3D&reserved=0
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May 6, 2020 
 
Sent via Electronic Mail 
mark.smythe@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Mark E. Smythe 
Environmental Program Manager 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
3737 Main Street, Suite 500 
Riverside, CA 92501 
 
 
RE: ONGOING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION CONCERNS DURING COVID-19 

EMERGENCY  
 
Dear Mr. Smythe, 
 

As expressed in previous communications, Azul has serious concerns about the Santa 
Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board’s (“Regional Board’s”) decision to move forward 
with workshops and hearings related to the permitting process for Poseidon Resources (Surfside) 
L.L.C.’s proposed Huntington Beach desalination facility during the COVID-19 pandemic. Azul 
submits this letter to reiterate those concerns, and offer concrete suggestions the Regional Board 
can take to facilitate more equitable public participation.   

In addition to directly impacting environmental justice (“EJ”) communities at 
disproportionate levels,1 the COVID-19 pandemic is also exacerbating existing barriers to public 
participation. Namely, many members of EJ communities are facing increased constraints on 
time due to ramifications of COVID-19, and/or lack access to the technology required to 
participate in remote public meetings.  

People of color and low-wage earners make up a disproportionate percentage of 
“frontline workers,” people whose jobs are “essential” and cannot work from home.2 These 

                                                             
1 See COVID-19 in Racial and Ethnic Minority Groups, CTR. FOR DISEASE CONTROL, 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html (last visited May 
5, 2020). 
2 See FRANCINE D. BLAU, ET AL., Essential and Frontline Workers in the COVID-19 Crisis, ECONOFACT (April 30, 
2020), https://econofact.org/essential-and-frontline-workers-in-the-covid-19-crisis. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html
https://econofact.org/essential-and-frontline-workers-in-the-covid-19-crisis
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workers include, among others, “healthcare workers, protective service workers (police and 
EMTs), cashiers in grocery and general merchandise stores, production and food processing 
workers, janitors and maintenance workers, agricultural workers, and truck drivers.”3 Strains on 
frontline workers’ time are compounded by childcare responsibilities imposed on families by the 
closure of schools and day care facilities. Overall, time constraints faced by EJ communities are 
exacerbated by the pandemic, making public participation more onerous than under normal 
circumstances.  

Lack of access to technology is also an imposing barrier to public participation among EJ 
communities. Based on the latest available data from the U.S. Census Bureau, over 100,000 
households in Orange County do not have broadband internet service.4 Although internet service 
providers and non-profit organizations are rolling out programs to support low-income families 
with students during the stay-at-home orders, the programs are not available to everyone who 
lacks internet access or internet-capable devices at this time.5  

In light of these circumstances, Azul recommends that the Regional Board take the 
following measures to help mitigate concerns regarding time constraints and technology access 
among EJ communities that are exacerbated by COVID-19. First, before conducting any public 
meetings via Zoom, the Regional Board should hold a virtual training session to help members of 
the public who plan to deliver comments familiarize themselves with the system. Second, the 
Regional Board should provide oral comment opportunities outside of regular business hours to 
better accommodate frontline workers and others with inflexible work schedules or childcare 
responsibilities. Third, the Regional Board should allow members of the public to submit pre-
recorded video or audio comments to be played during the public comment periods at workshops 
and meetings. Finally, the Regional Board should consider implementing a system for text 
message-based comment submissions. These recommendations are by no means comprehensive, 
and Azul encourages the Regional Board to explore further options to accommodate robust 
public participation during remote meetings. 

Five months ago, the Regional Board adopted its Human Right to Water Resolution, and 
committed to “promote achievement of the human right to water through . . . outreach and public 
participation . . . .”6 Given the unprecedented circumstances brought about by COVID-19, and 
the disparate impacts the pandemic is having on EJ communities, it is paramount that the 
Regional Board stand by its commitment. Azul respectfully requests that the Regional Board 
postpone the May 15 workshop until the Regional Board can resume in-person public meetings, 
or at least until the aforementioned issues are adequately addressed. Alternatively, Azul strongly 
encourages the Regional Board to take further measures to ensure members of the public, 

                                                             
3 Id. 
4 See QuickFacts: Orange County, California, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, 
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/orangecountycalifornia (last visited May 5, 2020); see also Brooke Staggs, 
Coronavirus Sheds Light on How Many Southern Californians Still Lack Internet Access, O.C. REGISTER (April 6, 
2020), https://www.ocregister.com/2020/04/06/coronavirus-sheds-light-on-how-many-southern-californians-still-
lack-internet-access/. 
5 See Staggs, supra note 4. 
6 Adopting the Human Right to Water as a Core Value and Directing Its Implementation in Santa Ana Regional 
Water Quality Control Board Programs and Activities, Resolution R8-2019-0078, Cal. Reg’l Water Quality Control 
Bd. Santa Ana Region, (2019), 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/board_decisions/adopted_orders/orders/2019/R8-2019-0078.pdf. 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/orangecountycalifornia
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/04/06/coronavirus-sheds-light-on-how-many-southern-californians-still-lack-internet-access/
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/04/06/coronavirus-sheds-light-on-how-many-southern-californians-still-lack-internet-access/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/board_decisions/adopted_orders/orders/2019/R8-2019-0078.pdf
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including members of EJ communities, are able to meaningfully participate in Regional Board 
decision-making. Azul would welcome the opportunity to discuss any of the above suggestions 
or concerns with the Regional Board.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

___________________________ 
Andrea Leon-Grossman  
Director, Climate Action 
Azul  
 
 
 

__/s/________________________ 
Brett M. Korte, Esq. 
Clinical Fellow 
Environmental Law Clinic 
UC Irvine School of Law  
 
  

 

 



From: Conner Everts
To: Aguilar, Jeannie@Waterboards
Subject: Re: Regional Water Quality Control Board Santa Ana Region Confirmation
Date: Monday, May 11, 2020 2:21:47 PM

EXTERNAL:

When the speaker is told to speak they:

1) don’t know when they can be heard and often say so.

2) don’t realize that with Zoom there is a lag time and sometimes an echo, so they don’t know
when to start.

3) might not know to turn down the volume if they are using two devices, like a computer to
watch and a cell phone to speak-that causes feedback.

These are just my experiences from being on a dozen or so calls with various agencies and
instructions help and patience on both sides. 

I sit on the board of a groundwater agency and our first attempt ended with WEBEX not
working with the video so we just called in. We don’t know if we lost any public members
trying to join us. 

In that case, I would guess you are the contact, if someone has a problem they could contact
you and you could let the Chair know. 

It is difficult, from either side, I understand. 

Conner Everts
Facilitator: Environmental Water Caucus
Executive Director: Southern California Watershed Alliance
connere@gmail.com
www.ewccalifornia.org
www.deltatunnelsboondoggle.com
Sent from my iPhone



mailto:connere@gmail.com
mailto:Jeannie.Aguilar@Waterboards.ca.gov
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