
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Board Workshop 
Salton Sea 

Deadline: 3/14/19 by 12 noon 

From: Jasmyn Phillips 
To: commentletters 
Subject: Comment Letter: Salton Sea 
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2019 11:33:03 AM 

Dear Members of the Board, 
3-14-19 

I would like to commend the State for the progress it has made since announcing the 10 Year 
Plan in March 2017. 

The State held committee, public and water import information meetings in 2017/2018. Some 
of the meetings were also available for others to attend remotely by phone or meeting app if 
needed. I found this to be very helpful. 

I want to congratulate the Torres Martinez Tribe and Salton Sea Authority on reaching the 
state-funded Wetland Project milestone. I am encouraged to see important fish and bird habitat 
beginning to be restored. 

I'm very excited the State is taking steps to include the Desert Shores marina as a state project. 
This will provide a great public benefit as people come from all over the world to visit the 
Salton Sea. Desert Shores is a popular public beach access point. 

I am also pleased the Sonny Bono Refuge staff and volunteers have worked tirelessly at the 
Red Hill Bay restoration. This and the Species Conservation Habitat are vital to wildlife in 
Imperial Valley. However, I'm very concerned that there has been no new progress on either 
project. I understand from news reports that securing land rights, funding, water and power 
have been persistent issues. 

I believe in order to have healthy communities we need to have a healthy Salton Sea 
ecosystem. I am apprehensive about the water quality of a recreational/perimeter lake and 
wetlands when using a mix of New River inflows. I feel confident that Sephton Water 
Technology is 
the best way to deal with selenium buildup and contaminant removal. The State is aware 
Sephton Water Technology is finding solutions to Salton Sea challenges for over a decade. I 
encourage the State to ensure the best possible water quality for recreation and habitat. 

I have noted Legislative members expressed an interest in securing funding for the necessary 
Seawater Import Engineering Evaluation. 
I would also like to urge the State to continue pursuing  Seawater Import as a permanent and 
term solution for Salton Sea restoration. 

Thank you for your attention to these important matters. 

Sincerely, 
Jasmyn Phillips 
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